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Ir was the deſtiny of France to experience all 
the horrors of feudal barbarity and of regal 
deſpotiſm ; to endure. all the calamities which 
follow in the train of the moſt ferocious demo- 
cracy ; to exhauſt all the inventions of human 
genius; to create and to embelliſh ; to experi- 
ence the reign of erudition, of philoſophy, and 
of the fine arts; and to view the dictatorſhip of 
vice, the empire of Vandaliſm, the domination 
of the moſt ſanguinary cruelty ſucceed to ſo 
much knowledge, to the moſt elegant manners, 
and to a ſociability the moſt attractive. Our 
misfortunes have uniformly been cotemporary 
with our glory; and if the latter periods of the 
national convention preſent to our view a model 
for legiſlative excellence“, which, notwithſtand- 
ing its ingperteRtions, is perhaps the moſt beau- 


þ - Tt's greateſt per wüten, in our opinion, 18, that it it ( 
h has not given to the executive directory a preſident remov= t 
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tiful that has ever yet been invented by man; 
the times antecedent to the gth of Thermidor 
(July 27th) preſent us with the moſt horrible 
pictures, with ſcenes the moſt afflicting, and 
with a conteſt, long unequal, between the pureſt 
republican virtue and the vileſt and moſt uncon- 
trollable of the paſſions. We ſhall behold an 
inundation of all the crimes which diſgrace our 
nature; we ſhall behold men the moſt atrocious, 
the moſt incorrigibly wicked, aſſembling and 
conſpiring together. The brilliant epochs of 
the conſtituent aſſembly, ſuch as the ſitting at 
the Tennis Court, can ſcarcely ſuſtain a com- 
pariſon with thoſe critical ſituations, infinitely 
more terrible and more various, in which the 
national 'convention was placed, or with its con- 
duct, which was not leſs ſublime. The efforts 
of virtue, the alarming prodigies of human » 


wickedneſs, at this period, ſurpaſs all that hiſtory Wee | 
has related on ſimilar ſubjects. Never were 


there more frequent conſpiracies, more. iafernal 
plots, or more terrible commotions. No poli- 
tical aſſembly was ever more tempeſtuous; none 
ever ſaw ſo many of its members deſtroyed. 
The principal diſtinction, however, between the 
convention and the firſt conſtituent aſſembly is, 
that the latter was greater in the later periods of 
its exbence than at its commencement, whereas 
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the aſſembly of 1789 had loſt all its energy, and 
ſunk into dere 92 


7 


If we turn. how the revolutionary forms to 


the events of the war, we ſhall find a ſtill great- 


er intereſt, a ſtill greater importance, in the re- 
cital of the victories gained at Gemappe, on 
the plains of Boſſut, at Fleurus, and, in ſhort, 
in the almoſt incredible though authentic proofs 
of that brilliant courage, that patience, that in- 


vincible firmneſs, with which our citizen-ſoldiers 
endured, I will not ſay the dangers of battle, 
(Frenchmen are accuſtomed to bear them,) but 
fatigues, hardſhips, and want of every kind, even 


famine itſelf. The diſcipline, fidelity, and union 
of our armies will appear the more admirable, 
ſince the opinions and factions which divided the 
interior of the republic were ſo many ſeeds of 


diſcord in the camp. Parties, however, ſuc- 


ceeded each other rapidly ; many generals were 
diſpoſed, like Cæſar, to paſs the Rubicon; and 


pet all the French foldiery appeared entirely ig- 


norant of their proceedings, Their fole em- 
ployment was conqueſt; ſuperior, in this reſpect, 
to the Roman armies, who declared themſelves 
in favour of their generals, and were made by 
them the blind inſtruments of a civil war. Laſt- 


I, if we turn our eyes towards the execrable 
war 
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war of La Vendee, we ſhall diſcover events ab- 
* new in hiſtory. | 


The rational convention opened its firſt ſeſſion 


on the 21ſt of September 1792. This ſeſſion 


will be immortalized in our annals. It was not 
poſſible to commence their proceedings in a 
manner more noble and glorious, than by abo- 
liſhing, unanimouſly and by acclamation, royalty 
in France; and decreeing, that no conſtitution - 
could be eſtabliſhed without the approbation of 
the people. It is lamentable for the philoſo- 


pher, that the people; whoſe ſovereignty is un- 
doubtedly inconteſtible, inalienable, and impre- 
ſcriptible, ſhould be in general a paſſive inſtru- 


ment, which may be moved at pleaſure, But, 
when the acceptance of a conſtitution 1s in 
queſtion, we ſhould not underſtand by the peo- 


ple, the Jans- - culotte, who, having nothing to 


loſe, will vote for any thing which is required 
of him, but the proprietary, who is intereſted in 
the preſervation of the public intereſt. This 
was not obſerved when the conſtitution of 1793 
was in agitation. The convention decreed the 


puniſhment of death againſt thoſe who ſhould 
attack the ſovereignty of the people, 
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He who has tead with attention the events 
which ſucceeded each other during the two firſt 
aſſemblies; he who has examined in this hiſtory 
the ſhock of diſcordant opinions, and the ſtorm 
of adverſe factions, and their particular views, 
will be aſtoniſhed that they agreed in unani- 
movuſly paſſing a decree, which appeared contrary 
to all their ſecret inclinations. He will be till 
more amazed, when he learns that there are 
in exiſtence letters of Fauchet, in which he 
profeſſrs an attachment to the pureſt royalty; 
that Syeies thought, that, without a change of 
the dynaſty, there could be no revolution, 
Mirabeau had been of the ſame opinion. As 


do Briſſot, a few days before the 1oth of Auguſt, 


he delivered the following ſentence, word for 
word, in the national aſſembly : * They tell 
te us,“ ſaid he, © of a faction which wiſhes to 
© eſtabliſh a republic. If theſe regicide repub- 
« licans exiſt ; if there are men who are in- 
e clined to adopt a republic, the ſword of the 
ce law ſhould fall on them, as on the active 
be friends of two houſes of legiflature.'* Carra 
announced the change of the dynaſty in his 
journal, He propoſed the Duke of Brunſwick, 
others the Duke of Vork. The Duke of Or- 


leans, it appears, loſt a little of his credit. 
: | He 
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He did every thing, however, in his power, to 
fill the convention with his creatures. It was 
| eaſy to foreſee that this aſſembly would have its 
right and left fide, and that the latter would be 
ſplit into ſeveral factions. Marat, Robeſpierre, 
Danton, began to labour for themſelves, They 
inſinuated into the public mind notions of a 
dictatorſhip, Marat mentioned it only in his | 
Journal. Danton ſaid, in the tribune of the 
national aſſembly, that it was neceſſary to have 
a ſingle director: the aſſembly did not, or 
choſe not to pay ſufficient attention to theſe 
words, which were far from being inſignificant. 


Though Marat and Robeſpierre, and even 
Danton; were already detached from the Orleans 
party, and began to meditate their own ele- 
vation; though Carra was inclined to the Duke 
of Brunſwick, and, according to all conjectures, 
Briſſot to the Duke of York; though Petion 
| had inliſted himſelf under the banners of Briſſot; 
Orleans till retained in his party the generals 
Dumovriez, Valence, and Biron, who propoſed to 
preſent, by degrees and with caution, the ſon of | 
Orleans as a new Germanicus. Monteſquieu, 
Syllery, Syeies, the Baroneſs Stael, Laclos, 
. who in a genius, fertile in crimes, equalled all 
the. Jacobins and Cordeliers united. Orleans 
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had for ſome time a ſtrong party even among 
the Girondiſts, who afterwards were called Briſ- 
ſotines, becauſe Briſſot was attached to their 
cauſe, and was proſcribed with them. The Gi- 
rondiſts at firſt ſupported Dumouriez againſt the 
accuſations of Marat. Many of them were, at 
the commencement of the convention, partizans 
even of Orleans, probably not with perfect ſin- 
ecrity, but that they might be the better enabled 
to oppoſe Marat and Robeſpierre, whoſe domi- 
nation they began to apprehend. It is true that, 
in the ſequel, the Girondiſts, the Maratiſts, and 
the partizans of Robeſpierre, mutually ac- 
cuſed each other of being Orleaniſts; it is, 
however, ſingular, and has not yet been re- 
marked by any one, that, at that period, there 
were no longer any adherents to Orleans. The 
Girondiſts had become in general true repub- 
licans, if it is poſſible to be a republican with- 
b- out being ſo on principle, They were as adverfe 
0 | to Orleans as to Marat and Robeſpierre ; and 
the Cordeliers and Jacobins, as well as the 
1 Mountain, or left ſide of the convention, were 
5 the tools of Robeſpierre, without being con- 
. (cſcious of it. Our readers may probably be no 
[- leſs fatigued than we are with theſe details; but 
they have appeared to us neceſſary, as well for 


the purpoſe of conduſting them through all the 
| intricacies 
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intrieacies of this labyrinth, as to give them an 
idea of the manner in which the republic was 
decreed ; which by no means diminiſhes the 
merit of the government; ſince good frequently 
ariſes out of evil, Some voted for the republic, 
from a fear that Orleans would be king ; others 
to avoid the appearance of being Orleaniſts z 
every one was deſirous of acquiring or preſerv- 
ing popularity, Thus it was, as Robeſpierre 

afterwards well remarked, that the republic was, 
as it were, by ſtealth introduced among the 
various and diſcordant factionnss. 


To decree that France was a republic, was, 
in fact, to decree nothing. The principal object 
was to determine in what manner it ſhould be 
founded and governed, This filence was of 
admirable ſervice to all parties, and the vague 
term, republic, could not injure them. The 
Decemvirs, who ruled the Romans with a rod 

of iron, pretended, in like manner, that Rome 

was a republic. Octavius, when he divided the 
empire of the world with Marc Anthony and 
Lepidus, and ſacrificed his beſt friends to their 
reſentment, as they in turn gave up theirs to 
him, affected to call Rome a republic. Have 
we not the republic of Venice, though governed 


1 a ſenatorial ariſtocracy The reaſon is, that 
t 
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_ Kilful tyrants are contented with the reality, and 


care not for the name, which they leave the 


people for their amuſement. Such were the 
principal founders of the republic. Muſt we 


reckon among them a Marat, a Robeſpierre? at 
the recollection of whom we are aſhamed of being 
men, and ſhould bluſh at being republicans, did 


we not know that the republic was eſtabliſhed 


againſt their ſecret wiſhes, hey than with their 
actual approbation. 


The defect of great bodies of men is, that they 
are compoſed of heterogeneous, and conſequently 
diſcordant, elements. What might we not ap- 


prehend from an aſſembly, in which the people, 
almoſt always erroneous in their choice, had 


placed a writer of ſuch anarchical principles as 
Marat, ſo immoral a man as Collot d'Herbois, 


a monſter of ſuch ferocious ambition as Robe- 
ſpterre, a political camelion like Barrere, a ſan- 


guinary villain like Danton, ſo blood-thirſty a 
wretch as Petion, ſo mad a demagogue as Ca- 


mille Deſmoulins, who was ſubſervient to the 


Orleans party, and ſo many others whoſe names 


and crimes this hiſtory will but too well. delineate ? e 


It muſt be obſerved, that if we vary odr epithets, | 
we do it to avoid a fatiguing menotony : the 
truth is, theſe men were almoſt equally ſangui- 
| : nary 
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nary and immoral, and equally inclined to an- 
archy. Marat was as ferocious as Robeſpierre, 
Danton, Petion, Billaud-Varenne, and others. 
The Jacobins were not ſurpaſſed by the Corde- 
liers; or, if the · latter had a ſhade of ſuperiority 
in iniquity, which is a doubtful point, the differ- 
ence is ſo trifling, as ſcarcely to be obſerved: 
the only diſtinction which we can diſcover, is, 
that Marat and Billaud would have ſhed blood 
for the pleaſure of ſhedding it; Robeſpierre to 
ſatiate his revenge or to eſtabliſh his power. In 
ſhort, they were robbers againſt robbers, tigers 
againſt tigers; but robbers by profeſſion have had 
ſome moments of generoſity, ſome feelings of hu- 
manity, which theſe monſters never experienced. 
If we were not convinced that the new conſtitu- 
tion will bind theſe factions in chains as a natural 
conſequence of the eſtabliſhment of the two 
houſes of legiſlation and the diviſion of powers, 
this hoſt of man-tigers, all of them choſen by 
the people, would cauſe us to regret royalty. 
There is one obſervation which it is our duty to 
make here, which is, that in the Girondiſt party 
there were men worthy of being the founders of a 
republic, ſuch as Vergniaux, Guadet, Barbaroux, 

| Condorcet, and Rabaut, Condorcet was at firſt 
inclined to a change of the dynaſty in favour of 
Orleans, but he was ſubſequently a true republi- 
| can; 
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can ; the poſthumous work which he left, and of 
which we ſhall take notice in the literary part of 
this hiſtory, leaves no doubt remaining on that ſub- 
ject: we may ſay the ſame of Deſmoulins, and even 
of Briſſot. As to the others, of what conſequence 
is it in the fate of a great nation, to be informed 
more or leſs accurately of the character of a crowd 
of monſters, who dyed the territory of France with 
blood, and changed liberty into a dæmon? We 

think it, however, neceſſary to dwell a little on 
the two perſons who ſuſtained the greateſt parts 
in the convention, Marat and Robeſpierre ; 
fince the one enjoyed a power almoſt dictatorial, 


and the other after his death was deified. The 


moſt aſtoniſhing circumſtance is, that they were 


both men of moderate talents. Vergniaux, 


Guadet, Iſnard, were much ſuperior to them in 
the powers of oratory; Danton had as popular a 
manner, and as much eloquence in the tribune as 
Robeſpierre; but audacity ſucceeds more eaſily 
than talents, and Marat and Robeſpierre, al- 
though by nature cowards, had all the impu- 
dence of vice, while they were ſupported by a 
powerful party. Though a celebrated hiſtorian 
has ſaid, that it is as rare to ſee iniquity as virtue 
carried to the extreme, it is not uncommon to 
obſerve villains with ſuch prominent features as 
to oy not admiration 0 but aſtoniſn- 


ment 
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ment and horror. Notwithſtanding their eow- 
ardice, and the mediocrity of their talents, we 
may ſafely claſs in the number of thoſe marked 
villains, who are phznomena of iniquity, Marat 
and Robeſpierre, Both would, if they had been 
able, have drunk the blood of the human race ; 
the former like one of thoſe carnivorous animals 
who require continvally blood, and blood alone; 
the other for the purpoſe of allaying with blood 
the heat of revengeful and odious paſſions ; and 
above all, that ſordid envy generated by his con- 
viction of his own mediocrity ; an envy which 
induced him to proſcribe all that gave him the 
ſlighteſt offence, and created a deſire of reigning 
alone in the midſt of ruin and laughter. Un- 
fortunately, he had likewiſe conceived the notion 
of raiſing up to himſelf a name in the republic of 
letters. Hence proceeded his perſecution againſt 
literary men, whom he well knew to be the na- 
tural enemies of tyranny, and capable of un- 
maſking his iniquitous deſigns. Marat, born in 
a little village near Neufchatel, might be com- 
pared to the Grecian Therſites for the ſmallneſs 
and deformity of his perſon, and the vglineſs of 
his features; nor did he leſs reſemble him in 
character than in perſon. His firſt oceupation 
was that of a quack, an obſcure profeſſor of the 
medical art, living at Paris upon alms, and at. 

| the 
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the expence of the dupes whom he deceived. 
When the volcano of the revolution had raiſed 
the dregs of France from the depth of their ori- 
ginal obſcurity, Marat diſtinguiſhed himſelf by 
the audacity rather than the merit of his writings. 
Orleans gained him over to his party, and from 
that moment this man, who had lived by charity 
and empiriciſm, exiſted on the blood the effu- 
fion of which his pen produced. He, as well 
as Robeſpierre, had the horrible pleaſure of ſhed- 
ding it himſelf, by aſſiſting at the executions of 
the 2d of September. Marat, after having been 
the tool of Orleans, began to turn his thoughts 
towards the dictatorſnip, when la Cordai de- 
livered France from this monſter *® As he was 
immerſed in the loweſt debauchery, as well as 
addicted to the moſt ſanguinary meaſures, this 
heroine anticipated but a very ſhort time the 
diſgraceful death which viſibly awaited him, She 
would have rendered a much more important 
ſervice to her country, if ſhe had plunged her 
dagger in the heart of Robeſpierre ; we muſt, 
however, allow. that it was not very eaſy to diſ- 
cover his deſigns. If Robeſpierre poſſeſſed neither 
the genius nor * of a 'Croinwel or a Ca- 


„Mat had lived, i We FEES 4 in wht 
Robelpierre, his diecatorſnip would have been ſtill more 
"gy. 


tiline, 
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tiline, he ſurpaſſed them in hypocriſy and pro- 
ſound diſſimulation; we ourſelves believed for 
a long time, that he had no other ambition than 
to paſs for a zealous republican ; his colleagues 
for a conſiderable period imagined that he was 
diſintereſted ; it is ſtill thought by many that he 
was ſincerely attached to Orleans; nor was it till 
.after a lapſe of time, thar, obſerving with what 
facility men of moderate powers of mind gained 
a ſuperiority by their impudence alone, over ſome 
of the greateſt orators in the convention, that he 
began to think that he could equal Marat or 
Danton, and that it required only boldneſs in 
action, and the talent of making harangues, 
to obtain the ſupreme power. He enjoyed like 
them a popularity truly gigantic; and he was 
neither ſo profligate as Marat, nor ſo indolent as 
Danton. If Robeſpierre had not genius ſuffi- 
cient to create circumſtances for his purpoſe, he 
had at leaſt enough to profit by them when they 
occurred; in ſhort, it is to Robeſpierre that we 
muſt apply the ſaying of Cromwell, ſo profound 
and fo true, That we never plunge ſo deep into a 
revolution, as when we know not at what point 
we aim. Envy and hatred were Robeſpierre's 
predominant characteriſtics. He hated man, 
more than he deſired power; and far from ſeek» 
ing, like all uſurpets, even Cromwell himſelf, to 
reconcile 

% 
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reconcile Anchiad to his elevation, by gaining 
partizans to his cauſe, he perſecuted indiſerimi- 
nately friends and enemies. He was deſirous of 
effecting every thing by terror, his only reſource 
on all occaſions but which, by its violence, is 
the leaſt likely to produce * advan- 


tages. 


How degraded are the people! How much 
does a numerous aſſembly reſemble them in 
their worſt qualities! All the Jacobins, all the 
pretended patriots, affected a filthy diſguſting 
dreſs: Robefpierre alone appeared to be atten- 
tive to his perſon. 


It may not be improper to remark here, that 
the moſt diſaſtrous domination, and the worſt 
which a people can chooſe, is that of theſe pre- 
tended orators, who in all periods of the revolu- 
tion have miſled the multitude, from the time of 
holding the primary or electoral aſſemblies, until 
the moment when the tribune of the national 
aſſembly was conſtantly occupied by theſe makers 
of harangues. The political writers of antiquity 
agree, that the principal defect of democratic go- 
vernments is the almoſt magical power which the 
orators poſſeſs in the public deliberations. They 
compared, not without reaſon, their prating, for 
ad 13 the 
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in the world, to the perfidious ſtory of the ſyrens, 
or the confuſed but awful tones of diſtant thunder. 
They ſubdued rather than convinced the mind; 


they ſtunned rather than reaſoned or perſuaded. 


All was vociferation and clamour. rather than 


eloquence; it was the labour of the lungs, in- | 
ſtead of the deductions of logic. A republic is 
like a veſſel, of which the babbling demagogues 
are the maſters, where the ſenate are at the helm 


and ſcarcely able to guide it, and where the 
Jans-culottes and men without property are the 


mariners. As this latter diviſion of the people 
are the leaſt enlightened, and the moſt nu- 


merous, party ſpirit, whether feigned or real, 


gives reputation to the factious, even when they 


| poſſeſs neither integrity nor common ſenſe. At- 
tachment to a party takes place of every thing, 
and compenſates for every deficiency, | Strange 


_ confuſion ! ſays Gordon in a note on Salluſt, to 


| ſee men without morals reſpected as honeſt and 


virtuous characters. Democracy, in the opinion 


ol Voltaire, is the deſpotiſm of a mob. Much 
 _ was ſaid in the beginning of our revolution of the 


"4 predominating influence of the lawyers and of the 


clergy ; the domination of the mob and of de- 


magogues no leſs deſerves our attention. The 


vor. . 0 TAY 
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the b term eloquence. is applicable to the ſpeeches ' 
of two or three orators only who- have appeared 
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hiſtory of the Athenians preſents a ſpecious pictutfe 


to the mind; becauſe hiſtorians have carefully ex+ 
hibited the fair ſide only of the portrait: but if-a 
hiſtory more uſeful had been publiſhed; which 
had diſcloſed the tumults of their aſſemblies, the 
factions which divided the various quarters of 
the city, and the ſedition which ſo frequently agi- | 
rated the citizens; if we had a hiſtory which 
diſplayed: the moſt illuſtrious of the Athenian 
ſubjects perſecuted, baniſhed by Oſtraciſm, or 
condemned to death at the pleaſure of a violent 
declaimer, we ſhould ſoon diſcern that the na- 
tion which valued itſelf ſo much on its liberty, 
was in reality miſerably enſlaved, and made the 
tool and plaything of an inſignificant / cabal, 

1 they termed e : n 

Another bes of 808 importance, 

and which has been confirmed by the expe- 
rience of our revolution, is, that the greateſt ſe- 
- ditions or inſurrections have been excited, the 
moſt horrible maſſacres have been directed, and 
Trimes of the blackeſt dye have been committed, 
by perſons generally of the meaneſt condition in 
ſociety. In the reiga of Charles V. the revolt 
of the cities of Caſtille, called las communidades, 
was headed at Medina del Campo by a cloth- 
worker; at Salamanca by a furrier; and at Se- | 
2 = geovia 
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| govia by a tanner.: In our own country, Les; 
clerc was one of the moſt active incendiaries of the 
League; Pierre Brouſſel, an inſignificant adva- 
cate, was the oracle and tool of the faction of the 
Fronde; Take a ſurvey of the principal agents 
of the Orleans faction, then of the decemvirate; 
recollect the authors of the horrors of the 2d of 
September, and of other maſſacres which have 
fince deſolated the country, and you will ſee men 


of the ſame condition, of the ſame nature and 


genius; you will ſee Petion, 2 Marat, a Robe- 

> ſpierre; ſprung. from nothing, they, like the 
5 cobbler of Meſſina, were at once ſole judges and 
executioners of ny own be and "oF thelr 
own n auchority. ee eee e 
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We feel our Ane Radek with the nobleſt 
ſenſations while the tranſactions of the firſt fitting 


+G 


of the National Convention paſs in review be- 
fore us: but whe reflect that this aſſembly 
was ſoon converted into a theatre of gladiators, 
into a banditti of cut-throats, for even gladiator 
is too dignified a term for them, ſince the gladia - 
tors fought in open day with equal arms, with 
courage and without treachery ; when we con- 


ider that one party in the convention dragged 


the other to the ſcaffold; when ve recollect the 
crowd of proconſuls and petty tyrants who ſhed 


wo TS: torrents 
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torrents of human blood, the pen is ready to 
drop from our hands. Alas! the taſk of an hiſto- 


rences, has nothing until the th Thermider, 


and criminal intrigues to de velope, and maſſacres 


(July 27, ) and even after that celebrated day, but 


crimes to relate, treachery to delineate, factions 


to deſcribe, is a taſk. of pain and ſorrow, ſur- 
rounded with diſguſt and difficulty. We will 
make the attempt in ſpite of theſe difficulties and 
this diſguſt. We will collect theſe-proofs of 


the iniquity. of man, for the inſtruction of poſte- 


rity, who will ſee all the evils and all the miſ- 


| fortunes which flow from a democracy, although 


repreſentative, whenever it is not counterbalanced 
by the ſyſtem of the two houſes of legiſlation, 
and the diviſion of the powers of government. 
This part of our hiſtory exbibits a picture of a 


great and populous empire, a prey to the arbi- 


revolution odious, and to drive the people into 


trary power of the vileſt and moſt inſolent 
deſpots; who, under the names of committees 
of public ſafety, revolutionary committees and 
commiſſioners, and revolutionary armies, adopted 
one uniform ſyſtem of plunder and rapine. 
Every one of theſe eſtabliſhments more juſtly 
merited the name of counter-revolutionary ; for | 
nothing could be better calculated to render the 


the 
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the arms of an individual for refuge.” Here 
may be ſeen, what is unparalleled in hiſtory, a 
band of the public ſervants of a civiliſed nation, 
ordering their fellow- citizens to be guillotined, 
drowned, or ſhot, without even the form of a 
trial, or, what is till more dreadful, with the for- 
malities of juſtice and in the ſacred name of the 7 
law. All tyrannies undoubtedly reſemble; each 
other; in other. words, every tyrant, like our 
W has employed the bloody arm of ter - 
_ There is, however, an unfortunate diſtinc- 
tion in our revolution, for which we ſhall ſearch, 
in vain, through the annals of the moſt remotes 


antiquity ; we ſhall nowhere diſcover a nation 


maſſacred by her own repreſentatives and magi- 
ſtrates; nor can we find any thing ſimilar to 
thoſe numerous ſocieties, aſſuming to themſelves 
the name of popular aſſemblies, which exiſted on 
- plunder, falſe accuſation, and murder; which were 
kept in regular pay for theſe very purpoſes ; we 
ſhall cite irrefragable proofs of the fact in the 
progreſs of the hiſtory. Our aſtoniſhment is re- 
doubled, when we are informed that there were 
many honourable men in thoſe clubs. There 
were alſo many men of integrity and many excellent 
citizens in the convention, and even among the 
Jacobins; but ſuch men are frequently timid, 
hay * too much confidence in others. The 
| 23 audacious 
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audacious criminal, who ſharpens his inſtruments 
of death, and lays his plots in ſecret; eaſily ſub- 

dues” or deceives them; and the multitude ge- 

nerally give the i preference to the firſt villain; 
who has the faculty of declamation, like thoſe 
fick perſons who. prefer the ſhameleſs empiric 
to the experienced phyſician. Another circum- 
| ſtance, which diſtinguiſhes - our | hiſtory from 
others, is, that there never was a ſociety which 
prepared its poiſon, and organized its conſpi- 
racy, with ſo much ſkill as the Jacobins, Their 
directors deceived even the initiated. As a ge- 
neral diſpatches reconnouring parties before he 
| advances the main body of the army; ſo the 
1 Jacobins diſperſed among the people, with cau- 
| tion, and by degrees, preparatory ideas, the 
1 forerunners of their concealed deſigns. Every 
1 thing which it' was neceſlary to ſay in the tribune 
1 of the convention was, in like manner, care- 
1 | fully arranged. They even took care to fill the 
| galleries and tribunes with perſons of both. ſexes, 
hired to hiſs or applaud. An idea of. their 
tumult. and uproar cannot ,be formed but by 
ttzhoſe who have been preſent, I know not whe- 
ther it proceeded from a ſangvinary inſtinct, or 
from a formal deſign, that the Jacobins hoiſted 
the ſignal of the bonnet rouge, ſuch as is worn 
by criminals condemned to the gallies, The 
cap 
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cap of liberty among the Romans was white, 
and blue with the Swiſs. The Jacobins have 
| g been compared to the ancient Gueux of the 
Netherlands, to the levellers which formerly 
diſtutbed England, and to the free- maſons. 
There are but certain points of reſemblance in 
wkich- theſe. compariſons are juſt. With the, 
ſame maxims of devaſtation, yet: the Jacobins 
are not indebted to them for their origin. This 
ſociety, which at firſt rendeted important ſervice 
to the public intereſt, was formed by pure pa- 
triotiſin. It electrified the minds of the people, 
and gave a great impulſe to the revolutionary; 
movements. It is unhappily neceſſary, in order 
to awaken a people who have ſlept in chains for 
fourteen centuries, to give an unuſual energy to 
heir minds; the good on ſuch an occaſion is 
neceſſarily followed by evil. Iatrigving men 
* reſolved to take advantage of the popularity and 
_ conſequent influence of this ſociety. - The Or- 
leans party completed its degradation. They 
changed it into a den of aſſaſſins. From that 
moment, the tribune of the convention reſound- 
ed with the neceſſity of revo/utionizing our lan- 
guage, .our manners, and our laws. The event 


This was a name aſſumed by a democratic party in the 
Pays-bas; in the ſame manner as ſant calotte has been 
aſſumed by the French, „ 25 ty 
| e bas 
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has but too well inſtructed us in the extent to 
which that word, ſo vague, and, for that reaſon, 
ſo terrible, was meant to be carried. What a 
frightful latitude has it not given to theſe revo- 
Jutioniſts? In the ſequel, even this expreſſion. 
was not thought ſufficiently ſtrong. They in- _ 
vented the phraſe of /ans-culottizing the whole 
nation; the favourite expreſſion of Carrier and 
Lebon. No! hiſtory preſents nothing to our 
view which reſembles the atrocities that we 
have witneſſed. Sects of fanatics have, on for- 
mer occaſions, maſſacred the ſectaries of an op- 
poſite party. An hundred thouſand unfortunate. 
| perſons loſt their lives in the maſſacre of the. 
Manicheans under the emperors of the Greeks. 
The ſchiſm of the Donatiſts, the diſputes on the 
word conſubſtantiation, and the quarrels of the 
Iconoclaſts, deſtroyed two hundred thouſand 
men; ſo depraved is the huiz.an race; but, at 
leaſt, theſe -were rivals deſtroying rivals. In 
every nation have tyrants been contented with 
cutting off thoſe who were their adverſaries, or 
whoſe riches they deſired. But in our times, 
rich and poor, learned and ignorant, ariſtocrat 
and patriot, in ſhort, wretched priſoners, without 
means of defence or of ſubſiſtence, have all ſuf- 
fered in one general ſlaughter. The greater 
part of them were abſolutely unknown to their 
murderers. 
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murderers. Terror reigned over the aſſaſſin 
as well as over the aſſaſſinated. The pleaſure _ 
of ROI blood was the ſole motive for ſlaugh- 
- The unfortunate. victims knew not to what 
3 they ſhould attach themſelves. They were 
impriſoned for being moderès; then becauſe they 
were ultra- revolutionary; again for being ter- 
roriſts or Jacobins, or even for being revolu- 
tionary. They were treated as ſuſpected perſons 
by the firſt who choſe to look on them as ſuch. 
Under Robeſpierre, they were termed federaliſts, 
who blamed the 31ſt of May. Since the gth of 
Thermidor, any one who co- operated in it would 
be perſecuted. It is ſaid, that nothing can be 
more unfortunate for a nation, than to experi- 
z ence a revolution followed by a counter- revo- 
Jution, We, alas! have GP ſeveral. 


It is not aſtoniſhing, e the diſpoſition 
of the general mind, that royalty was aboliſhed, 
and the republic proclaimed, almoſt without dif. 
cuſſion, The four leading parties in the con- 
vention. required this meaſure to accompliſh 
their reſpective ends. The Cordeliers, at the 
head of whom were Marat and Danton, and a 
great party among the Jacobins, wiſhed to raiſe 
Orleans to the throne; the remainder of the 
I acobins, and a few of the Cordeliers, together 

with 


— 


26 CARE: HISTORY or THE 


with the Mouncein: in the convention, defited. a 
republic, becauſe this vague term afforded them 
the hope of elevation under cover of anarchy.- 
Some of them were ſincere advocates for a re- 
public, The Girondiſts, ſo called becauſe the 
leaders were deputies of the department of La 
| Cironde, were partly adherents of Orleans, and 
partly inelined to a republic on a democratic 
| baſis. Nearly all the Girondiſts afterwards j join- 
ed the latter party, and were the real founders of 
the. republic, which they cemented with their 
blood. The Capetian royalifts, whom we call 
ſo to diſtinguiſh them from the Orleaniſt roy- 
aliſts, were too feeble to oppoſe any project, 
and ſufficiently enlightened to believe, that the 
indeterminate ſenſe of the term republie would 
produce anarchy, which would neceſſarily caufe 
the people to 7 455 Louis the e Neher 


TIN 
The fourth party, irh MENS eb6v3h 
ehe bore the name of independent, waited till 
circumſtances ſhould enable' them to declare 
for that ſide which ſhould appear to have 
the beſt intentions, that is to ſay, intentions 
moſt analogous to their own; ſo prone are men 
to imagine that their own notions alone are con- 
for mable to the dictates of reaſon. This party, 
in which were many royaliſts and conſtitutional- 
iſts, 
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iſts, or men attached to the conſtitution of 1791, 


which had juſt been aboliſhed" by the decree of 
the republic,” had at leaſt the courage not to 
ſacrifice their independence and conſiſteney o 


far as of unite with either of the ftrongelt | parties, 
the Mountain or the Girondiſts. "The inde- 
pendents hated both the anarchiſts and the Or- 


| leaniſts, #. e. the Mountaineers and the Con- 


vention, the Jacobins and the Cordeliers ; but, 
at the ſame time, they were diſguſted with the 
aſcendancy which the ſuperior talents and 
haughty manners of the Girondiſts appeared to 
arrogate. They knew that ſeveral Orleaniſts 
had erept in among them. They apprehended 
alſo, that the” hatred which the Girondifts con- 
tinvally manifeſted ſor royalty, and the zeal they 
diſplayed for republicaniſm, was nothing more 
than a maſk, under which they concealed their 


thirſt of power, If liberty is liable to ſuſpicion, 
and republicans inclined to ſuſpect, factions are 


ſtill more ſo. The notion which che independ- 
ents had formed of the Girondiſts was one of 
the principal cauſes which prevented the ſuperi- 
ority of their intelle& from triumphing over 


Marat, Robeſpierre, and the Jacobins. Theſe 
ſeated themſelves on the moſt elevated benches 


of the 'convention, on the left of the preſident. 
The party in oppoſition, who were called the 
Plain 
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Plain (la plaine), or Moderts, were divided into 
two, the Plain and the Marſh (le marais), a 
name given. to the loweſt ſeats, as they differed 
among themſelves, by ſentiments. more or leſs 
bold or enthuſiaſtic. The Mountain, it may be 
eaſily imagined, conſiſted -of men with ardent 
and ferocious minds, more calculated to ſubvert ; 
than to conſtruct, The Roman ſenate had no. 
ſuch diviſion, , Cicero would not have called 
one part of the ſenate Toads of the Marſv, and 
another part Blood-ſuckers, But theſe were 
other times and other men; and the eloquence 
of Cicero was of 9 different nature. It muſt, 
however, be confeſſed, that although the Roman 
| ſenate had not the denominations of Ciceronians, 
Pompeians, and Cæſarians, as we had thoſe of 
Briſſotines, Girondiſts, Maratiſts, Robeſpierri- | 

ans, yet they were no leſs frequently divided 
into factions. It ſhould be obſerved here, that 
the Moderzs formed the moſt numerous party in 
the aſſembly ; but the Mountain, though the 
minority, kept almoſt always the upper hand, 
and paſſed all the decrees, Strange ſubverſion 
of all ſocial order! the minority dared to call 
the majority a faction! On the 31ſt of May, 
the majority was proſcribed by the minority, 
and accuſed of royaliſm, Orleaniſm, and mode- 

| ratiſin. The philoſopher” ſmiles with contempt, 
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or rather, he bluſhes, he groans, Shit ein 
ſuch details; but they are neceſſary ſor the 
comprehenſion of this hiſtory. It is worthy of 


5 remark, that the preciſe meaning of the as 


Federaliſ® and Mader? has never yet been de- 
fined, The line of demarcation has never been 


drawn between moder? and revolutionary, ot be- 


tween ultra and citra revolutionary. The rob: 


bers of the foreſt act more fairly; they tell you 


openly, . that they kill . for . . of 
ee e teh, 7 


„ 


A great wümber of the pony more 


W attached upon principle to the conſtitution” of 


1791, than to the perſon of Louis XVI., whoſe 


treachery was clearly diſcovered, openly aban- 
doned that prince's cauſe when the republic was 


| decreed, But while they deſerted royalty, they 


wiſhed to treat him with indulgence, either 
chrough a ſentiment of humanity alone, or be- 
cauſe they foreſaw the bloody, the exterminating 
war, which the puniſhment of Lovis XVI. 
would excite ; or from an apprehenſion that his 
death would be favourable to the Orleaniſts. 
The” other except a ſmall number of 
royaliſts, deſired the death of the king. But 
for the purpoſe of gaining over more. partizans 
to the new order of things, they joined the 

Mountain, 
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Mountain, the Jacobins, and the Cordeliers, in 


their plan of exciting that numerous claſt of 
men who, having nothing to loſe, can only gain 
dy a change, againſt the men of property, the 
peaceable citizens, and the partizans of kingly 
power. The Girondiſts, when they united 


themſelves to the Anarchiſts, without being, 
like them, inclined to anarchy, to an agrarian 


law, or to the levelling ſyſtem, were guilty of 
the greater imprudence, inaſmuch, as, diſtin- 


guiſhed by the ſuperiority which great talents 
and an excellent education produce, they ſhould 


have been able to penetrate into the deſigns: and 
| ſecret i intentions of the Jacobin leaders. 
could not be ignorant that ſocial equality exiſts 


They 


only in right, and not in fact; that it is an 
equality in the eye of the law, and not an equal- 
ity of fortune or. power; that the poor ſhould be 


protected. and encouraged, bur that they neither 
The Jacobins, and, 


can nor ougut to, govern; 


in imitation of them, the miniſters: themſelves, 
affected the plaineſt, not to oy # the molt 1 


ing, exterior. | 


* 


2 


4 * 


1 


The public offices and commiſſions were 
filled up by. perſons the leaſt. qualified for their 
ſituations. Thus to change the national cha- 


racter, by degrading the language and manners 
f | T4 | * 


" 
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Want ſuddenly to ſubſtitute the drels, 
the language, ana vulgar manners of the loweſt 
mechanics, in the place of ſcience, politeneſs, 
urbanity, and elegance; was a ſcheme equally 
profound and treacherous, in thoſe who wiſhed 
to leyel every thing but their own fortunes, and 
to elevate themſelves at the expence of the 
pe gen who are at once the inſtrument and 
the victims of artful men. In proceſs of time, 
all the rich men and merchants were denounced, 
as objects of juſt ſuſpicion, The Jacobins (the 
mother-ſociety) circulated their principles with 
the force and rapidity of lightning and, by 
means of the affiliated ſocieties, the people were 


induced to FI them. e 7] 


10 2 1 


It is an uſtorithing' circumſtance, that the 
Girondiſts, who, in general, were true repub- 
hicans, men of genius and knowledge, and of a 
| character amiable, and ſuſceptible of the finer 
feelings of humanity, ſhould aſſociate, at leaſt 
in the beginning, with a Marat, who, to uſe 
the expreſſion of a man of letters, would have 
drunk his mother's' blood out of the ſkull of 
his father, It was ſuggeſted to them, that the 
Anarchiſts and Orleaniſts would finally mark 
them out for ſlaughter. T heſe hints made no 

| 1 impreſſion 
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evil neceſſary to be endured, for the purpoſe 
of agitating the paſſions and heating the minds 


ſecurity, they yet took meaſures to unite and to 


ſtancy of fortune. Petion was ever ſuſpected 


He loſt his great popularity. A man of no 
conſideration, but virtuous, named Chambon, 
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impreſſion on men vain of their talents, and 
who imagined themſelves profoundly ſkilled in 


the ſtate of affairs, and capable of quelling, by 
their commanding eloquence, the moſt tumultu- 
ous emotions of the peopie. - Perſuaded that the 
death of the laſt king of France would be the 
cement to conſolidate the edifice of the republic, 
they conſidered the vociferations of the Jacobins, 
and their fanatical and infuriate conduct, as an 


of the people. Far from thinking that them- 
ſelves would at one time be the victims, they 
imagined that the Jacodins, rendered odious to 
perſons of every deſcription by their exceſſes, 
would be the firſt to periſh in the ruins of the 
anarchy, and under the wheels of the revo- 

lutionary car. Notwithſtanding their apparent 


ſecure themſelves againſt events, and the incon- 


by the anarchiſts, 1n ſpite of his condu during 
the horrible maſlacre of the 2d of September. 


ſucceeded him in the mayoralty, He was con- 
temned, and ſtripped of power. The Jacobins 
governed 


- l 
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governed the commune and the ſections of Parts. 
They, in a great meaſure, were indebted for this 
Turpriſing power to the battalion of the Mar/eil= 


{ois, who co-operated with them on the roth of 
- Auguſt, and of whom a great.number had re- 
mained at Paris. Barbaroux, one of the Gi- 


rondiſts, propoſed to order to Paris another 
body of the Marſeillois, which they might op- 
poſe to this remnant. This idea appearing fea- 
ſible, Rolland, then miniſter, was deſired to 
engage the departments to ſend to Paris ſome 
federate troops, to act as a conventional guard. 

While the preliminaries of this meaſure were 
arranging, ſome of the journals agitated a queſ- 
tion, whether the national aſſembly, repreſenting 


the whole of France, ought to be guarded by 


one commune alone, whoſe particular and indi- 


vidual intereſt might be in oppoſition to the 


general intereſts of the provinces ; a commune, 


in ſhort, capable of rivalling the convention it- 
ſelf in power. This could never have been a 


queſtion with men of information, or at the tri- 
bunal of Reaſon. But Marat, whoſe ſanguinary 
Journal was entitled Publiciſte Frangois, thought 


differently, or rather it was his intereſt to think | 
differently. The commune of Paris could not 


have ſeconded his murderous deſigns, | nor thoſe 
ee tis = of 


made ſecond 1 in command 
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of the] acobins and rdeliers, if the conven- 
tion had been furrounded by a departmental a 


guard, compoſed of federates taken from all the 


departments, We ſhall ſee, in the ſequel, with 
what art the plan of thus protecting the conven- 
tion was imputed to the Girondiſts as a crime. 
It was one of the cauſes of their being accuſed 
of federaliſm. The rivalſhip between Danton 
and Robeſpierre as yet made no noiſe. Theſe 
men, as well as Marat, were till attached to 
Orleans. La Fayette, accuſed by the public 
voice of having invited the Pruſſians and Auf- 
trians to our frontiers, in concert with the king, 
whom he equally deceived, or perhaps from an 


earneſt deſire to repair the fault which he com- 


mitted on the 5th and 6th of October, and to 
atone for his conduct in adviſing him to flee to 
Varennes, or at leaſt in concurring in his arreſt, 
was commiſſioned, as we have already ſaid, to 
engage the enemy. .Marſhals Rochambeau 
and Lukner at firſt ſhared the command; but 
La F ayErte alone was acquainted with the ſecret 
inſtructions for the campaign. Rochambeau 
ſoon gave in his reſignation; and Lukner vas 


7 
1 


The Jacobins bens now to inte the 


Teide, which would, in their judgment, 


lead 
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W lead to the final deſtruction of the coalition of 
= Pilnitz: They ſaid, the Duc de Chartres, ſon 
of the Duke of Orleans, who himſelf was too 
infamous to be brought forward without conſi- 
derable addreſs and management, ſhould marry 
one of the King of England's daughters, and 
that a ſon of that monarch ſhould be united 
to the Duke's eldeſt davghter, and be put into 
Pe of e | 


We hang a ſen, that La W W ED 
was ſucceeded by Santerre in the command of 
the national guards at Paris, deſerted his poſt, 
and eſcaped into the enemy's territories, with 
his etat major; where, at the preſent moment, 
he is ſtill fuffering a ſevere impriſonment. Du- 
| mouriez, who was ſo ſoon to imitate his de- 
fection, was his ſucceſſor. The combined army 
was - commanded by the Duke of Brunſwick, 
one of the moſt celebrated generals in Europe. 
| He had ſurmounted the firſt obſtacles, or rather 
had advanced without impediment within forty- 
five leagues of Paris. Verdun and Longwy had 
opened their gates to him; but he was com- 
Pletely beaten at St. Menehoud. We were in- 
debted to the ſuperiority of our artillery for this 
ſucteſs; for which reaſon it was called the bat- 
tle of the cannonade. Difeaſe ſpread devaſtation 

1 | through 
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through his army. We retook Verdun and 
Longwy, and the enemy evacuated our territory, 
The Duke of Brunſwick effected his retreat with 
great difficulty; if Dumouriez had been active, 


not a ſingle Pruſſian, nor even the general . 
ſelf, could have ——_— 


e perſons attributed * retreat of th wile 
of Profſia to the peſtilential diſeaſes which the 


ſoldiers had contrated, from eating immo- IX 


derately, and without caution, the unwholeſome 
fruit in the environs of Verdun. Others ima- 
gined that ir was owing to the vexation which 
Frederick William experienced, on account of his 
having imprudently relied on promiſes, the value 
of which he had not aſcertained. The emigrants 
had perſuaded him that every town would open 
its gates, and receive him as its deliverer. Du- 
mouriez gave the honour to himſelf and to his ſa- 
gacious manæuvres. Time, which at length diſ- 
_ Cloſes the moſt hidden ſecrets of politics, has in- 
formed us h that Louis X VI;, from the midſt of 
his priſon, was one of the cauſes of this unex- 
peed event, It is well known that Manuel, 
accompanied by Petion, and Kerſaint, prevailed 
on Louis XVI. to write to the King of Pruſſia, 
and intreat him to withdraw his troops from the 
French dominions. Theſe three men aſſured 
the 
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the captive monarch, that the preſervation of his 
life and that of his family depended on this mea- 
ſure. When in the ſequel the convention con- 
demned Louis to loſe his head upon the ſcaffold, 
he ſaid to thoſe who ſurrounded him: *I am 
« certain that Petion, Manuel, and Kerſaint 
« have not voted for my death.” He was de- 
= ccived in reſpect to Petion, and this horrible fea- 
WY ture of his character, which is not aſtoniſhing in a 
4 man who had participated in the maſſacres of 
Y September, devotes his memory. to eternal in- 
famy . Manvel and Kerſaint reſiſted with all 
their might the project of executing the king. 
| Their efforts being ineffectual, they publicly 
gave in their reſignation, and quitted the aſſembly, 
W notwithſtanding the obſervations of their friends, 
WW who perceived the danger of their retreat. Both 
of them periſhed on the ſcaffold in the reign of 
the decemvirs, honourable victims of their fidelity 
to a ſacred engagement. Hiſtory ſhould notice 
their heroic integrity ; and Manuel, ſharing the 
fate of Kerſaint, would have been equally ho- 
noured by poſterity, did not the blood with which 
he was defiled in the lamentable maſſacre of Sep- 
tember rife up in judgment againſt him. The 


Vet this man was called the virtuous Petion ; and the 
* ea Petion or death, as it was afterwards Robeſpierre or 
15 of / > : : . 
' SS King 
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it 
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Who had hurried him into the plains of Cham 


Dumouriez's army aſſured the nation that the 


following the courſe of the Moſelle, they had 
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King of Pruflia, on his part, required only a fair 
pretext to juſtify his retreat in the eyes of thoſe 


pagne, This retreat itſelf was attended with 
numerous difficulties. Copious rains, which fell 
during the month of September, had broken up 
the roads, already nearly impaſſable, eſpecially 
for artillery, from Verdun to Longwy. That 
Prince was obliged to form a way for his troops 
by cutting down trees from the neighbouring fo- 
reſt, and laying them near each other acroſs the 
road. They marched at the rate of two leagues 
each day. The intelligence which arrived from 


enemy's troops, worn out by fatigue, famiae, 
and the bloody flux, muſt either wholly periſh or 
lay down their arms. This event was regarded 
by the Pariſians as certain, and they received, 
with an unparalleled indignation, the information 
that the Pruſſians had quitted France, without 
even their rear-guard being cut off; and that, 


taken up their quarters between Treves and 
Coblentz. ; 1 8 


A juſt and general outcry was raiſed againſt 
Dumouriez. He was accuſed of a- cowardly 
connivance with the enemy. An immediate dif, 
bs Tu miſſian 


( 
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miſſion would have prevented the incalculable 
evils which followed his ſubſequent deſection. 
Dumouric z aſpired to the conqueſt of Brabant 
and Holland; and, independently of the cele- 
brated battle of Gemappe, which he gained in 
the month of November following, the retreat 
of the Auſtrians was rendered neceſſary by the 
political ſentiments of the Brabanters, who were 
ripe for inſurrection in all parts, either from their 
ancient notions of liberty, or from a remem- 
brance of the recent cruelties of the emperor Jo- 
ſeph, and of D' Alton. The French were received 
as ſaviours at Oſtend, Nieuport, Bruſſels, Lou- 
vain, and Liege. The whole of Belgium, with 
the exception of Luxembourg, was conſtituted 
part of the French republic, as in the ſouth were 
Nice, Savoy, and Piedmont. 


How neceſſary is it to diſtruſt aſſumed and 
premature reputations! The name of Dumou- | 
riez, at that time, eclipſed all others; but his 
perfidy, and perhaps his want of capacity, ſoon 
diſperſed this ſmoke of factitious glory. While 
he was driving the Auſtrians beyond the Meuſe, 
” was repreſented, even then, at Paris as a trai- 
| We leave it to military men to determine 

4 far Dumouriez poſſeſſed the martial genius; 
and to decide whether his operations in Belgium, 


D 4 = and 
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and the ſubſequent battle of Nerwinde, prove 
not only the obliquity of his political conduct, 
but even his ignorance of the military art. They 
will judge if in Champagne he did all that he 
could, or ought to have done. He was, it will 
be ſaid, in the ſecret of the King of Pruſſia's re- 


treat; bur, at leaſt, he will never be able to juſtify 


his conduct in not ordering Kellerman to ad- 
vance to pain the ground of the Pruſſians, the 
Auſtrians, and the emigrants, when all their 


troops began their march from Champagne ; 


ſince it was his duty to endeavour to prevent the 
enemy from gaining ſo advantageous a pofition 


as that between Coblentz, Treves, and Luxem- 
bourg; as from his own eonfeſſion that poſition 


totally ſurrounded Cuſtine's army. He was jealous 
of Cuſtine it is true, and he had no doubt con- 
certed his plan of treachery with the King -of 
Pruſſia, even in that monarch's camp in Cham- 


pagne. In Brabant, was it the part of a good 


general to have hazarded the battle of Ge- 
mappe? Would it not have been preferable to 
have diverted the enemy by means of the diviſion 


| 4 his army which acted on the Lys, and by an- 


which could co-operate on their right ? 
Was not his romantic enterpriſe in Holland the 
cauſe-of all the misfortunes which happened on 

dhe Roer, at Liege, and at Nerwinde? Did he 
| not 
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not at Nerwinde take the diſadvantageous poſi- 
tion of the Prince of Orange? Thus it was that 
all his pretended ſueceſs terminated in an inef- 
fectual project of raiſing the Duc de Chartres to 
the throne, and of putting France in the power 
of her enemies, in the midſt of whom he took 
refuge, almoſt alone; after having, like La Fay- 
ette, attempted to corrupt his army, which yet 
remained faithful to their country; and after 
having, as well as La F ayette atid Boville, writ- 
ten to the convention a letter filled with brava- 


does. 87 & 


* oj 


We have ancilcipad} events, that we might 
not be under the neceſſity t recurring to Du- 
mouriez's campaigns, and 16. enable the reader 
from facts to form a juſt notion of this man, who 
imagined himſelf a ſecond Coriolanus, or a ſecond 
Cæſar. He had more perſonal reſources and 
more talents than La Fayette; but he never "mM 
will be compared, I do not ſay to a Turenne, but | 
to a Jourdan, a Pichegru, a Buonaparte, and 2 


Moreau *. 


* Dumouriez always faithfully obſerved his engagements 
with the hoſtile powers; and this is the reaſon, 7 | 
he has experienced ſome mortification, yet he has not been 

impriſoned like La Fayette, | 


* 


We 
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We now return to the military operations, 


noticing only, according to the plan we have 


adopted, thoſe events which merit the attention 


of poſterity. Dumouriez had, by his treachery, 


and above all by promiſing to deliver up Lille 
and Douay, which are the true bulwarks of 


Flanders, engaged the coaleſced powers to com- 


mence a ſecond campaign in the beginning of 
1793. After having retaken the Auſtrian Ne- 
therlands, they penetrated into France, not on 
the fide of Champagne, as in 1792, but on the 
frontier, the beſt ſupplied with fortified towns. 
Dumouriez could not ſucceed in his deſign of 


deceiving the inhabitants of Lille. They re- 


ſiſted the enemy. with the moſt heroic valour, as 


the inhabitants of Thionville had oppoled the 
Pruſſians in 1792. 


The commencement of this famous campaign 


was not favourable to the French. The enemy 


took the camp of F amars, and the town of Va- 
lenciennes, and were enabled by their poſition at 
the camp of Cæſar to have taken the town of 
Cambrai. In the midſt of theſe reverſes of for- 


rune Louis XVI. was brought to trial. 
wh. 
Though it was thought neceſſary to paſs over 


in ſilence the campaign of Cuſtine, Houchard, 
„ uad 
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and Biron, in 1792, on the banks of the Rhine, 
and the capture of Mayence by Cuſtine, whoſe 
object was to puſh our conqueſts in Germany, 
while Dumouriez, Beurnonville *, and Valence 
penetrated into Belgium, becauſe Dumouriez's 
ſubſequent treachery rendered all theſe exploits 
ineffectual, ſtill we owe it to the memory of thoſe 
generals. (Cuſtine, Houchard, and Biron) who 
fince died on the ſcaffold, to ſay that neither of 
them merited their fate. Cuſtine was fincerely 
attached to the revolution ; he had brought his 


ſoldiers to ſubmit to order and diſcipline, and 
though not a man of very ſuperior talents, yet he 


was by no means devoid of merit as a general. 
Biron was a zealous partizan of the revolution, 
but devoted to Orleans. Houchard was a man 
of great courage, and the charge of treachery 
was not proved againſt him, Monteſquieu, who 
had taken, almoſt without reſiſtance, the county 
of Nice and the duchy of Savoy, and planted 
the tri-coloured ſtandards on the gates of Geneva, 
was a victim to the Jacobins, for his oppoſition 
to the anarchiſts of that city. He was one of the 


Orleaniſt party, but was a man of integrity. He 


Did not Dumouriez owe the victory at Gemappe to 


Beurnonville, whom he was accuſtomed to call the French 


Ajax, in conſequence of. the plan ſuggeſted by the latter of 
carrying the redoubts at the point of the bayonet ? . | 


$3 Sear HISTORY OF THE 
was accuſed by Claviere, who really believed 
that he had betrayed his country. He ſaved his 
life by eſcaping to Switzerland, Claviere after- 
wards ſeverely expiated his fatal errors; perſe- 
cuted in his turn by the anarchiſts, whoſe domi- 
pation he had contributed to eſtabliſh, -he was 
caſt into the ſame dungeon into which Robe- 
ſpierre's victims were crowded. Having re- 
ceived the record of his accuſation, and ſeeing 
among the witneſſes his moſt deadly enemies, he 
terminated his career by plunging a dagger into 
his breaſt. His wife, when informed of this ca- 
taſtrophe, poiſoned herſelf. About the ſame 
time, Rolland voluntarily put a period to his ex- 
iſtence, that he might not ſurvive his wife, whom 
Robeſpierre had ſacrificed by the ſword of the 
law“. 9 


We have followed thus regularly the events of 
the war, down to the period of Louis's trial, 
that we might give a clear unbroken proſpect of 

| the various. tranſactions. Before we mention 
that famous trial, if we may give that name to a 
condemnation determined beforchand, we ſhall 


We have ſaid in another part of the work, that Rolland 
was a creature of Briſſot's. Though he was protected by 
Briſſot, it dees not follow that he adopted all his notions. 
Rolland was an enlightened and virtuous miniſter. 
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take a nearer view of the political ſtorms of the 


convention. That aſſembly could be compared 
only, as we have before remarked, to a theatre of : 
gladiators. The moſt remarkable ſiting was on | 
the zoth of October 1792, when Louvet made 
a long ſpeech againſt Marat, Robeſpierre, and 
Danton . Louvet, whom this ſpeech ought ro 
immortaliſe, foreſaw all our misfortunes ; he had 


the honour of holding the firſt torch to the dale. 


neſs of our tyrants ſouls, The tranſactions of 
that memorable ſitting were as follows: Robe- 
ſpierre, under a pretext that he had been blamed 
in a report which the miniſter had juſt made, 
concluded his ſpeech by obſerving, with his uſual 
audacity +, That if any of his colleagues had 
any accuſation to bring againſt him, he was ready 
to meet it, for he dreaded no accuſation. © You 
cc are deceived, Rosen ſaid Louvet; « T 


ce am ready to denounce you.” A great agitation 


was diſplayed in the aſſembly. Many of the 
members demanded that Rs ſhould be heard, 


* Robeſpierre | was as inferior to Danton in the tribune, as 
Danton was to Mirabeau, or Mirabeau to Cicero. 


+ His audacity was ſo great, that he boaſted, both to the | 
aſſembly and the commune, that he had ſhewn himſelf on the 
roth of Auguſt, when he did not make his appearance till 
twenty-four hours afterwards, Danton, who was no leſs a 
coward, made the ſame boaſt. 4 65 
722411 The 
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The preſident.re-eſtabliſhed order. Robeſpierre 
continued; after having a long time digreſſed, as 


was his cuſtom, he added, that it was horrible to | 
obſerve the departments greedily imbibing the ca- 
lumnies which were conſtantly inventing againſt 


| him. After a number of inſipid repetitions, he 
moved, that the report of the miniſter ſhould bead- 
journed to a day fixed. 1 ſupport the motion,”? 
faid Danton; © we ſhould no longer entertain diſ- 


« truſtof each other, I honour the. philanthropy 


te of the miniſter (Rolland); he has without doubt 


& been miſtaken in his judgment on the events 


e which have been the conſequence of the revo- 
cc lution of the 1oth of Auguſt, I demand the 


40 adjournment of the diſcuſſion of the report. If 


1 any one here is ſuſpected by me, 1 have already 
& named him; it is Marat.” Buzot, who fol- 


bowed Danton, moved that it ſhould be ſent to a 


committee. After ſome partial diſcuſſion, the 


aſſembly reſolved. that the report ſhould be ſent 


to a committee of legiſlation. The ſcene was 
now changed; Louvet had engaged to accuſe 
Robeſpierre; he darted towards the tribune to 
comply with his engagement ; he developed, in 
the minuteſt details, Robeſpierre's conduct at 
the Jacobins from January to the 10th of Au- 
guſt; he deſcribed him as always ſurrounded by 
kndreds. of proſelytes, who daily proclaimed 

* him 
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him t to the people as their only friend, their only 
| © defender; exaggerating inceſſantly his virtues, | 
and the ſacrifices he had made for his country 3 
denouncing, purſuing with the bittereſt male vo- 
lence, thoſe whoſe: acknowledged civiſm and 
whoſe talents ſhould have protected them from 
ſuch attacks. He ſhewed him furiouſſy aſſault- 
ing a patriotie miniſter, the prolongation of 
whoſe life would have ſaved France from a hoſtile 
invaſion ; calumaiating i in his virulent declama- 
tions all the decrees which the left ſide had car- 
ried againſt the right; proſcribing the uſeful and 
ſagacious meaſure of a camp round Paris, © At the 
e revolution of the roth of Auguſt,” ſaid Louvet, 
« he was elected a member of the proviſional: com- 
« mune of Paris. There, ſupported by ſeven or 
« eight members, he was ſeen diſorganiſing and 
ec erecting authorities at his pleaſure, and threat- 
ie ening the legiſlative aſſembly with the fon“. 
Louvet was interrupted by ſeveral members, 
and particularly by Robeſpierre, who exclaimed, 
« That is falſe ' More than 100 members 
roſe to accuſe Robeſpierre. Louvet reſumed 
his diſcourſe, and exhibited Robeſpierre preſiding 
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This action of itſelf merited death. This firting was a 
prelude, though at a diſtance, to that of the gth 'Thermidor. 
Louvet failed, becauſe Robeſpierre bad not yet ſufficiently 
rouſed the ſpirit of juſt vengeance againſt him? | 
RS 
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At all the arreſts andere by the committee de fuß 


veillante,and by the commune; decreeing warrants 


al arreſt againſt the moſt patriotic members of 
hy the legiſlatute ; making out liſts of proſcription 


againft them; ruling the elecloral bodies at Paris, 


as he did the commune ; and diſpoſing of the 
electors at his beck. Louvet concluded with 


the following apoſtrophe : % Robeſpierre, 1 
* accuſe you of having allowed your followers 


lc to give you the appellation of the incorruptible | 


defender of the people, and of having aſ- 

ſumed that title yourſelf, I accuſe you of 
© having been the preacher of maſſacre and 
te proſcription; of having tyranniſed over the 
« electoral bodies. I accuſe you of having 
ce aſpired to the ſupreme power; and I move 
& that 2 conduct be examined by a com- 


te mittee.“ 


— alſo demanded a dectee of accuſation 


n Marat, who, he ſaid, had himſelf ſup- 
plied a valid reaſon, when he dared to ſay in the 


tribune that it was neceſſary for the ſupport: of 
the revolution, that many heads ſhould yet be 


cut off, He thought that the convention ought 


nat to riſe without paſſing judgment on Marat. 
Lacroix obſerved, that the committee of public 


faſery ſhould be commiſſioned to make a report 
uppn 
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apts Marat s conduct. He obtained the ad- 
journment of the decree till the next day. Lou- 
vet propoſed to examine, if the Oſtraciſm, which 
was ſo advantageous a law in the ancient repub- 
lics, might not be adopted in France. Robe 
ſpierre procured a delay of eight days to prepare 
his juſtification. It ſhould not be forgotten that 
Lacroix called the attention of the aſſembly to a 
ſerious fact advanced by Louvet, which had been 
conteſted; that important fact was, that Robe - 
ſpierre had appeared at the bar of the legiſlature 
to demand that the diſſolution or ſuppreſſion of 
the department of Paris, decreed by the com- 
mune *, ſhould be ſanctioned. This petition, 
ads with energy by Lacroix, was diſmiſſed 
by the order of the day. Robeſpierre then ſaid 
to Lacroix, that the tocſin would procure the 
adoption of that neceſſary meaſure. Lacroix 
re · appeared in the tribune to communicate ta 
the aſſembly this menacing aſſertion. He ob- 
ſerved, that ſome members of the convention 
might be aſſaſſinated, but not compelled to 
abandon their duty. Lacroix was prevailed upon 
not to go out at the gate of the Feuillans, where 
| a great crowd waited for him. Theſe details 


What audacity ! what dies! what r A ſubor- 
dinate body preſumed to decree the ſuppreſſion of an admini- 
ſtrative corps, their ſuperior in the hierarchy of ' powers. 
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the moſt unenlightened individual, 
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augmented the indignation of the convention; 
and yet no conſequences enſued from theſe de - 


that numerous bodies of men, in general, con- 
duct their own affairs in a worſe manner than | 


. - 


It was t neceiffary 4 to enter into theſe 
details, more important than monotonous de- 
ſcriptions of battles, for the purpoſe of making 
known the characters of the actors who played 
ſo great a part on the theatre of the convention, 
and had ſo much influence on the deſtiny oſ 
Franee. T here reſult from theſe particulars 
two great truths; one, that great audacity only 
is required to gain the domination of a large 
aſſembly; the other, that the progreſs of tyranny 
ſhould. be arrefted on its' outſet, We ſhould 
add in this place, that the miniſter Garat took a 
ſtep then which will do him immortal honour. 
He haſtened to produce a letter which he had 
received from a citizen of the name of Milaudier. 
This honeſt man informed the miniſter- of ſome 
words which he had heard drop from the mouth 
of a citizen of Paris, of the ſection of Marat or 
of Marjeilles, or of the Cordeliers, the three 
names which this ſection fucceſſively aſſumed. 
This citizen made an apology to Milaudier for 
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' FRENCH REVOLUTION: = 
the butcheries of. the ad of September, adding, 
that the Bleeding had not been complete, and 
that u freſſi maſſacre was in meditation, and 
would take place in a forthight ; that the vic- 
tinis deſigned for ſlaughter were tlioſe whom he 
called the faction of Rolland and Briſſbt, viz. 
Barbaroux La Source, Guadet, Vergiiabd, 
= Genfonne, and particulatiy Buzot; in ſhort, all 
W the Girondifts; and that the people would hear 
| of none but Robeſpierre. Buzot' moved, that a 
law ſhould be paſſed againſt the apoſtles of mur 
der and aſſaſſination. How many evils would 
France have eſcaped, if this law had beeti paſſd, 
and rigorouſly enforced ! The whole nation 
ought to have demanded it. Barbaroux de- 
nounced the council general of the commune of 
Paris, and the inſolent reſolution of the ſections. 
He concluded with moving, that all the batta- 
| lions of the national guards in Paris ſhould do 
duty with the Pariſians; that the convention 
ſhould diſſolve the council general of the com- 


mune, and organize a court of juſtice to try the 


conſpirators, ' This laſt propoſition was another 
inſtrument put into the hands of the tyranny by 
Barbaroux, who was not aware of the conſe- 
quences. This te- union of the legiſlative and 
executive powers was afterwards very fayourably 
tao the decemvirate. 
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was to make his juſtification againſt the accuſa- 


bation. Louvet could not gain a hearing. The 
furious whirlwinds agitate the waves, and forcibly 


tuous ſtruggle, this terrible conflict of paſſions, 


Girondiſts on that ſubject agreed with the Jaco- 


giſlation, — the following queſtions. 
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The day at length arrived when Robeſpierre 


tion of Louvet. His ſpeech was alternately re- 
ceived with plaudits and murmurs of diſappro- 


aſſembly appeared, for an hour, like the ſea when 
drive them one againſt the other, This impe- 


was concluded by a decree of the canvention to 
paſs to the order of the day; a fatal decree, 
which, by excluding Louvet's accuſation, was 
the cauſe of all the miſchiefs that enſued, ..  ' 


The trial of Louis XVI. was Won to ke "ho. 
This circumſtance ſupplied the factions with 
freſh fuel. The great object of the Orleaniſts 
was to obtain the death of the monarch. The 


bins, either to preſerve their popularity, or be- 
cauſe ſome of them, like Carra and Briſſot, 
wiſhed for a change of the dynafty, and others 
believed, not without foundation, that the re- 
public could not be conſolidated but by the 
death of the king. The Maratiſts firſt propoſed 
that he ſhould be brought to judgment. Mailhe, 
of Toulouſe, the reporter of the committee of le- 


KC. Can 
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e Can Louis XVI. be tried? By whom ought 
«he to be tried? Shall he be delivered over to 
&« the criminal tribunals like other citizens, or ſhall 
ce a ſpecial tribunal be created by the electoral 
« aſſemblies of the eighty- three depar tments ; 
te or is it not more natural that the convention ; 
ſhould itſelf decide on his fate? Is it neceſſary : 
« or proper to ſubmit the judgment to the aſ- 
© ſemblies of the commune, or the primary aſ- 
ee ſemblies, for ratification ?” Theſe were the 
queſtions to which the orator ſpoke, 


* 


e firſt queſtion,” ſaid the reporter, ec jg 
ce ſimple; but it is neceſſary to conſider it with 
* attention, not ſo much for yourſelves, as for 
« Europe, and mankind in general. I open the 
« conſtitution, and I there find that the king 8 
ce perſon is ſacred and inviolable; but that if he 
ce ſhould break his oath ; if he ſhould put hi 
ec ſelf at the head of an army; if he ſhould | not 
« oppoſe; in the name of the conſtitution, he 
ec hoſtile powers; and if he ſhould depalſ tbe : 
ce realm and not return, he ſhall be deemed to 
r have abdicated the throne, and after that abdi- 
« cation, he re- enters the claſs of the other citi- 
«. Zens, and conſequently may be tried. Is it 
* then to be underſtood that the king, while he 
* can elude depoſition, may commit every crime 
« * with impunity, and that he ſhall eſcape with 
E 3 . the 


=" 
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&« the mere loſs of his crown? No! The fyſ- 
et tem of the king's inviolability can be only 
« meant to render the executive entirely inde- 
« pendent of the legiſlative power. When the 
te danger of this inviolability was perceived, the 
« intention was to guard againſt it, by eſtabliſhing 
« the reſponſibility of miniſters for all the * 
te of the executive. 


ce But here miniſterial reſponſibility cannot 
ce be called in aid; Louis XVI. cannot impute 
to his agents thoſe crimes which he has com- 
< mitted alone, and without their aſſiſtance z he 
e ſhould be perſonally reſponſible for thoſe of- 
ce fences of which he has been perſonally guilty. 
It may be objected, perhaps, that the power 
ce of the legiſlative body, being limited to the de- 
< poſition, in the caſes deſcribed by the conſtitu- 
<« tion, every other ſentence was out of its power, 
< and beyond the bounds of its duty, This ob- 
« jection has ſome foundation, but a reply is eaſy. 
«© The legiſlative body, tied down by the preciſe 
cc proviſions of the conſtitution, would have de- 
cc yiated more criminally from the path of their 
« duty, in ſuffering the public intereſt to be ex- 
< poſed to deſtruction; and if any accuſation of 
cc illegality could be made, the reply of the men 
ct of the 10th of Auguſt ſhould be, We bave 


6 Javed our _ 9 5 3 
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There remains to be examined the laſt ob- 
6. Jjection which can be made. It may be faid, 
ce that depoſition being the only puniſhment, 
ic pronounced by the conſtitution, againſt a cri- 
te minal king, no other puniſhment can be in- 
« flicted. I anſwer, that the king's depoſition 
er has not been pronounced; but the abolition of 
ce royalty decreed. Louis XVI. has not been 
« dethroned; he has not therefore been puniſhed, 
cc " Br he deſerves ä 8 
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ce What dol a > Is it in your power to 
te avoid puniſhing Louis XVI.? Shall the blood 
ic which hes dyed the waves of the Meuſe and 
ee the Moſelle be ſhed with impunity ? Do you 
te not hear the voice of the citizens, who periſhed 
c on the 10th of Auguſt, and who carried with 
ie them to the tomb the hope and the right of 
te vengeance? The ſmoking ruins of Lille, and 
te the gates of Longwy and Verdun, marks of 
the monarch's crimes, bear teſtimony againſt 
him, and demand his head. 
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| « It remaing to decide by whom the ci- 
et devant king ſhould be tried. On this ſubje& 
© many opinions have been brought forward in 
© the committee of legiſlation. It has been pro- 


de poſed to ſend Louis before the ordinary tribu- 
| E 4 - cc nals, 


<< poſe, 
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ce nals, at the ſame time deputing four — 


et tors, who ſhould bear the ſame rank in thoſe 
cc tribunals, as in the chief national court. This 
te propoſal was not adopted, It appeared to 
e your committee better that the ci-· devant king 


ce ſhould be tried by the national convention; 
te and this I have been commiſſioned to pro- 


Aſter this report, Mailhe read the plan of a 


decree; the fundamental propoſitions were to de- 
cree that Louis XVI. ſhould be tried; that-his 
trial ſhould be before the national convention; 


that all the proceedings ſhould be communicated 
to him; and that he ſhould have the liberty of 
replying, either verbally, or in writing. 


The aſſembly decreed that the report and the | 


plan of the decree ſhould be printed, ſent to all the 
ene, and tranſlated 1 into all * | 


We have literally tranſcribed the report 


| pub up from the committee, We ſhall no- 


hce its errors. The reporter, in inquiring whe- 


ther Louis XVI. ought to be tried, advanced, as 


we have ſeen, that the nation had not puniſhed 
the king by the abolition of royalty, and had 


therefore reſerved to itſelf the right of trial ; but 


this 
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this queſtion was preſented in a point of view 


equally nugatory and fallacious. The ſuppreſſion 
of royalty was not a direct puniſhment inflicted on 
Louis XVI., but the nation had already puniſhed 
him by decreeing his ſuſpenſion and depoſition, 
Mailhe ſhould have ſaid; “ Louis has been pu- 


tc niſhed by being depoſed, for crimes commit- 


«ted againſt the conſtitution, and of which the 
cc puniſhment had been declared. Reduced to 
ee the condition of a ſimple individual, he now 
© ought to be tried for other crimes of which he 
& may have been guilty, and for the commiſſion 


« of which the law has provided puniſhment.” 


Mailhe remarked, with juſtice, that the conven- 
tion was inveſted with greater powers than the | 
houſe of commons which tried Charles I.; but 

he ſhould have added, that thoſe powers were en- 
truſted to them, not for the purpoſe of uniting 
and uſurping them all, but that part of them 


| ſhould be delegated in the name of the nation. 
There is neither liberty nor juſtice in a ſtate, 
where the ſame men are at once legiſlators, mi- 


niſters, and judges, Louis, ſtanding in the ſitua- 


tion of a private individual, ſhould have been ac- 


cuſed and tried by a jury; ſhould have been al- 
lowed the power of challenging, and, in ſhort, all 
the forms which have been invented for the pre- 
nen of the — of the accuſed. When, 

therefore, 
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therefore, Deſeze, one of the three advocates 
choſen by the monarch, uttered, in his eloquent 
defence, theſe memorable words. Excuſe the 
&« frankneſs of a free- man; 1 look among you : 
te for judges, I find only accuſers !” confuſion 
was ſpread over the countenances of all the 
members of the convention, amongſt whom 
there ſtill remained ſome principles of juſtice 
and humanity. 


We cannot but avow, that the maſt diſguſting 
circumſtance attending this event is, in our opi- 
nion, that the deputies, particularly thoſe who 
voted for the king's death, were not aſhamed 
to print their opinions long before the trial, and 
to bring forward every motive which could 
make againſt the accuſed; thus they became 
individually accuſers. Were they i ignorant, that 
every judge, who gives his opinion beforehand, 
is not only diſqualified to ſit in judgment, but 
ought to abſent himſelf, even if he were not 
challenged ? The aſſembly ſhould alſo have 
ordered d'Orleans to withdraw. This deputy, no 
lefs ſtupid than ferocious, did not comprehend 
that he was ſollying his character with a freſh, 
but vſeleſs ſtain. He might the more eaſily 
have avoided it, becauſe he muſt have been 
certain, that his victim could not eſcape. : 


It 
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It has been reported, we cannot vouch for the 
fact, that d'Orleans, hearing that Pelletier de Saint 
Fargeau had given an entertainment to twenty- 
five of his eolleagues, for the purpoſe of engag- 
ing them not to vote for the death of the king; 
and that he had ſolemnly pledged his honour 
to adopt the ſame conduct, went to Saint Far- 
geau, and ſaid to him, © You are loſt, if you 
« do not vote for the death. Engage your 
« friends to break their vow, and I promiſe you 
te an alliance with my family.” Saint Fargeau, 
ſeduced or intimidated, brought round his twen- 
ty- five friends. If this be ſo, a few words pro- 
cured twenty-ſix voices againſt the king. What 
renders the circumſtance probable is, that Saint 
Fargeau was the only deputy whe was aſſaſſinat- 
ed for having given his vote on that ſide. If 
he had not been guilty of this treachery, the 
aſſaſſin would, undoubtedly, have ſelected for 
victims other deputies, who were more active 
in the tranſaction. On the evening preceding 

the execution of Louis, he dined at a tavern in 
the Palais Royal. A man accoſted him, and 
ſaid, You gave your word of honour, that 
cc you and twenty-five of your friends would 
ce not vote for the king's death. You have 
te ſold your fuffrage, and thoſe of your friends. 
« Wretch | receive the reward of your perjury.” 
: 3 1 
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At theſe words, he plunged his ſabre into his 
heart, and eſcaped. It has been ſuppoſed, that 
Saint Fargeau ſpoke ſome memorable words, 


while he was beenthing his laſt, He ſaid vs 
Jam 1. © 


we think that Louis XVI. deſerved death, 


for having wiſhed to diſſolve the conſtituent 
body by means of an armed force; for having 
permitted the white or black cockade to be 


worn at the orgies of Verſailles; for his exer- 
tions at the time of the blockade of Paris; and 
even for his flight to Varennes, becauſe that was 
the origin of the civil war. But having been 


The /oi-di/ant patriotic journals have not informed us 
of the reproach. made to him by the aſſaſſin. The words 
attributed to this deputy have been engraved on a pyramidal 


column. It is not, however, poſſible for a man to utter 


many words, when he is pierced through the heart, We 
ſay, the /oi-di/ant patriotic journals; and here it is worthy 
remark, once for all, that thoſe journals termed patriotic, 
were almoſt all in the pay of the Orleaniſts. They almoſt 
ynanimouſly demanded a Dictator. Their ſentiments were 
exaggerated ; but it muſt be allowed that, in the firſt criſis 
of the revolution, this exaggeration, though it has ſince pro- 
duced very great evils, was neceſſary to excite the fanaticiſm 
of liberty, the moſt ſublime and: the moſt dangerous of all 
fanaticiſm. - Hiſtory ought equally to avoid exaggeration 
and falſehood. So ſacred a cauſe does not require the ſup- 
port of fiction; and patriotiſm never conſiſted in . * | 


| lon of truth. . 


once 


FRENCH "REVOLUTION, © Gt 
once judged by the convention, none of theſe 
crimes could juſtly be brought forward againft 
him; and to conclude, the convention ought 
never to have been his judges. He ſuffered 
his POT the 21ſt of n 793. 


This prince, though by nature puſillanimous, 
behaved on the ſcaffold with firmneſs and re- 
ſignation. He had reaſon q be diſguſted with 
life. Beſides, he was a fanatic; and thoſe con- 
ſolatory ſentiments were at leaſt uſeful to him 
in his laſt moments. A ſimple majority of five 
condemned to death the deſcendant of ſixty- ſix 
kings. He had reſtored to France, indeed, 
againſt his inclination, her national aſſemblies. 
The firſt deprived. him of his authority, the ſe- 
cond of his liberty, and the third of his life. 
He wiſhed to, harangue the people from the 
ſeaffold; but. he was eas by the beating 
of drums, - 3 rc: 1 


Ass ſoon as the convention were acquainted 
with Dumouriez's defection, the Briſſotines were 
eager to bring forward againſt their adverſaries 


the firſt accuſation of Orleaniſm. It muſt be 


confeſſed, that a great number of the Briſſotines 
or Girondiſts were true republicans, and ad- 
verſe to the Orleaniſt party. As all the factions 


equally 


. — 
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equally affected to be republicans, the Maratifts, 
the Orleaniſts, the Cordeliers, and Jacobins, 
contented themſelves with retorting on the Gi- 
rondiſts the charge of Orleaniſm; they foon 
after applied to them the terms, Stateſmen ang 
Federaliſts; and accuſed them of wiſhing to 
eſtabliſh a federal republic. As nobody was de- 
| firous of being thought an Orleaniſt, one of the 
firſt decrees was, hat d'Orleans ſhould be nar- 
rowly watched; a ſecond, moved by Carrier 
the Jacobin, ordered his arreſt. He was ſent 
to Marſeilles, and acquitted by the tribunal of 
the Bouches du Rhone ; but was not ſer at liberty, 
becauſe an order of the committee of public 
ſafety forbade it, though the judges had granted 
his freedom. Amar in the name of the com- 
mittee of general ſafety, prepared another act 
of accuſation againſt him. He was reconducted | 
to Paris, and tried a ſecond time by the revo- 
lutionary tribunal, at the command of the decem- 
virs, to whoſe ambition the very. name of d'Or- 
leans gave offence, He was condemned to loſe 
his head on the ſcaffold. The day of his death 
was the only one on which he ated like a man 
and a prince; the only one on which he diſ- 
played any ſymptoms of firmneſs. Though he 
merited the ſevereſt puniſhment, it muſt yet be 
allowed, that having been once — chough 
contrary 


FRENCH. REVOLUTION: | 63 


contrary to juſtice,” he. ſhould not have been 
tried again. More than once, during the revo- 
lution, has this new mode of legal, or rather 

illegal, aſſaſſination been put in practice. 


On the ſame day, the 13th of April 1793 

on which the accuſation of d' Orleans was decreed, 
a ſimilar decree, after very violent debates; was 
paſſed againſt Marat. They had alſo, ſome days | 
previouſly, ordered the arreſt of Dumouriez, Va- 
lence, and Egalid, the ridiculous name which 
the Duc de Chartres had taken. His n * 
feed 1 to aſſume the * name. 


When the decree of ncciuſurion” 3 was paſſed 
againſt Marat, he had the inſolenee to menace - 
the aſſembly! nearly in the ſame ſtyle with the 
Roman conſpirator Catiline, Marat ſaid, They 
4avi/h to excite an inſurreFion ; they. ſhall have it. 
The Jacobins and the Cordeliers did not fail 
to unite, when the deſtruction of their adver- 
aries was in queſtion. The zealous republicans, 
who were not aware of their ſecret intentions, 
always ranged: themſel ves on their fide, tegard- 
ing them as excellent republicans, becauſe, as 
we have already remarked, no ſociety was 
ever fo well ſkilled in the art of concealing their 
3 and of deluding the minds of a whole 


nation, 


nounced by Marat was. not long before it broke 


4 
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nation, as the Jacobins. The inſurreQion an- 


out. Iſnard denounced the plot to the conven- 
tion on the toth of May. The aſſembly de- 
creed, that twelve commiſſioners ſhould be form- 
ed out of its own members, to diſcover and 
proſecute the conſpirators. Theſe commiſſioners 


| were guilty of a great fault, conſidering the cir- 


cumſtances in which the convention was placed. 
Their report, an opportunity for making which, 
the firſt being neglected, never afterwards oc- 
curred, ſhould have been the firſt of their ope- 
rations. It was alſo impolitic, previous to their 
preſenting a report, which would have opened 
the eyes even of the moſt prejudiced, to appre- 
hend Hebert, procurator of the commune of 
Paris, and author of a journal, the moſt pol. 
luted, the moſt diſguſting, the moſt cynical, and, 
at the ſame time, the moſt ſanguinary, that has 
ever ſeen the light. The journal was entitled, 
Feuille du père Duchine: the multitude were 


intoxicated with it: Hebert had obtained a po- 


pularity which was really aſtoniſhing and gigan- 
tic. He was, moreover, ſupported by the pow- 
erful factions of the Maratiſts and Orleaniſts, 
that is to ſay, by the J acobins and Cordeliers. 
On the 25th of May 1793, a deputation from 
the council general of the commune demanded 


of the convention Hebert's enlargement; ſaying, 


that he had been” apprehended” by at arbicrary 
exertion of power, and ih violation of the liuerty 
of the -preſs; Pache was then mayqrrof Puüris: 
Santerre had juſt quitted the command of the 
national guard at Paris, to take the commatad 
af a part of our troops in La Nnata, He us 
a brewer, and ſcarcely acquainted even with the 
elements of military tactics. We think it pro- 
per to tranſcribe here the eloquent and juſt reply 
made by Ifgard, depusy of La Girond/ *, and 
rhen preſident of the convention, to the inſolent 
depuration of. the commune. Magiſtrates of 
© the people, ſaid he, it is neceſiary - that 
« vou ſhould. hear truths. of importance to this 
great. city. France hes entruſted to Four 

«, protection the repreſenratives of the nation; 
4 1 ſecurity ſor them, at our hands. 
D the national, repreſentation is to be inceſ⸗ 
« « fanly violated, by theſe perpetually reviving 


« conſpiracies, which. have been fo careleſsly 
« watched, with which we have been ſurround- 


« £d. ſince the z0th of March, and of which 


_ 


er the ee have been its laſt to give 


„ 


07 nige ide niovss:. 

Ver ergninux iar were more cho. thay Min- 

bezu, both 11 in their wri gs and in their ſpeeches ; ; but they 

wanted his proſbund Knowledge and information. Hnard 
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e; 1 declare to you, in the frame 
46 t. the republic, that Paris ſhall: experience 
<< her vengeance, and the aſtoniſhed traveller 
60 hald anquire::on- which ſide of the. Seine that 

«: celebrated city ſtood !” It will be ſeenj in 


| — of this work, what a perfidious in- 
& zeerpretation"-the decemvirs. gave to _ laſt 


words. 349 92107 151 * 1 n 405 N 
60 4 * 2 Amir 2% eee V 10 3110 ist 
"On the Zoch of May, the commiſfon of 
"twelve demanded permiffion to make rheir fe- 


port. They could' not obtain a hearing. The 


predominant faction, and the inſurreckion of the 
e&ionis, preverited this report from being made, 
hich " would - have thrown great "light ön the 
condutt of che Confpirators, and which would 
he more ealy * have prevented the evil conſe- 
quences Which enfued, becauſe the g 
had ſeverdl pieces of convincing” evidence t 
-prodbct, of Ghich' we ſhall have octilion to . 1 
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Ii the political fituatioh of Fratice was dia: 
wa oh account of the revolutionary, or rather 
counter · revolutionary, ſtorm, which began to 
lower in the political atmoſphere at Paris, and 
in the heart of the ſenate, the criſis was no leſs 
terrible, in the "military tranſactions. The Spa- 
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niards had got poſſefnion of -Bellegitde ; the 
Engliſn had made themſelves maſters of Toulon 
by their correſpondence in that town the in- 
ſurgents in La Vendte ſpread "devaſtation over 
the neighbouring departments; z the King of 
Sardinia was making preparations to reconquer 
Savoy ; the Pruſſians, having made themſelves 


5 muſterz of Mayence after an obſlinate fiege; 


were approaching Landau; ; the Auſtrians had 
taken Condẽ, and were beſieging Valenciennes; 
the republican artny had been repulſed between 
Bouchain and Cambray ; ; Valenciennes had no 
communication with the reſt of the forces ; 
Cambray was. even diſpoſed to open its gates 
to the enemy. This campaign, as we before 

remarked, every where began with the moſt ter- 
rible reverſes of fortune; and if there was a cer- 
tain degree of magnanimity, in trying and con- 
demning Louis XVI., at the very moment 
when we were, if we may uſe the expreſſion, 
at the mouth of the enemy's cannon, it was, at 
the ſame time, great madneſs in the factions to 
be active, even almoſt to their own deſtruction, 
in exciting the moſt violent commotions in the 
aſſembly, and in the capital. Nothing proves 
more deciſively that the paſſions incline men to 


Glerifice every thing, even their own lafety, for 
at Gent F 2 8 their 


* 
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fication. | Nothing ſo cortgithyicnſonts 
the triumph of 89; reh en diviſions ; and 
all theſe parties were certain f . periſhingion: te 
| blocks 6 the coaleſced armies: had nen 
wi Ot; IT: 
The _ yy en infurretiiog broke: __ 3 
Paris. The togſn was rung on the whale, of 
the night of the goth of May. On the Jiſt, 
the ſections came to the convention, and de- 
manded, in an imperious tone, a decree of ac- 
cuſation againſt thirty-two members Already 
marked out; and they added the names af 
| Duffaux, Fonfrede, and Inard. Marat, i in ſpite 
of the decree of accuſation, had been carried in 
triumph into the convention. Hebert, who was 
as vile and. as ferocious as Marat, had alla been 
| liberated from confinement, _ Marat eraſed two. 
or three names in the liſt of the proſcribed de- 
puties. Thoſe who were put under arreſt, were, 
in general, with a very few, exceptions, men of 
the greateſt and the moſt ardent attachment to 
hberty i in the convention. Thele illuſtrious vic- 
rims were, Lanjuinais, Verguiaux, Guadet, Gen- 
ſonnè, Lehardi, Petion, Boileau, Biroteau, Va- 
laze, Gommaire, I'Heſdieniere, Kervelegen 
Mollevaux, Bergoing, Barbaroux, Lidon, Bu- 
zot, Laſource, Rabaut, Brits Salle, Iſnard, 
Chambon, 


Chambon, Ge Grangeneuve, Ho Ye 
3 100 Wan Larivitee." Ya 


4 


The convention ordered tlie avenues of the 
aſſembly to be opened, and the guard to be 
removed. They appeared at the Thuilleries, 
the Carrouzel, in the midſt of the people, armed 
and infurgent, but calm. Thus terminated this 
commotion, ſo terrible and ſo afflicting to the 
friends of freedom. The deputies apprehended 
on this calamitous day were never afterwards 
able to induce the committee of public ſafety, 
which was under the abſolute controul of Robe- 
ſpierre, to make a report on the crimes imputed 
to them; an additional proof of their innocence, 
We ſhall have frequent occaſion of recurring to 
this day, in the courſe of this hiſtory. The 
reader will not be able to conſider, without com- 
paſſion, the detail of the ſufferings endured by 
all thoſe unfortunate victims, in their attempts 
to eſcape the horrors of death; he will ſhed 
tears on the tomb of thoſe who were not able 
to avoid the axe of the executioner, and the rage 
of their perſecutors, who had, as Carrier con- 
feſſed he had, 1 in his miſſion to La Vendtee, or- 
ders the moſt preciſe to diſcover, if poffible, 
the retreat of Buzot, and the- others, who; they 
imagine, had taken -refuge in that parc of the 

„„ | country. J 
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country. The decemviral tyranny took date 
from this day. In the following book, we ſhall. 
relate the conſequences of theſe events. But 
it is neceſſary, previous to theſe details, to take 
a, nearer view of the military tranſactions, and 
of the troubles in the departments and in the 
colonies. | | 


9 


BOOK xxv. 


amen in La Loze da of the W ar 
of La Vendẽe.— Principal Cauſes of the Ori- 
gin and Duration of that W, ar. Bombard- 
ment of Lyons. Reflections on that Event. — 
Siege of Toulon. Capture of that important 5 
Place. Summary of our military Operations 
in the North, in the: Weſt, and in the South, 
from the Battle of Gemappe to the It of Ven-_ © 
demiaire of the fifth Year of the Republic. 
(224d September 1796 ).—The Aﬀair at Quibe-. 
ron. The Charafter and Syſtem f. Pitt,— 
Digreſſion on our Cotonies.—The Decree, which 
ordered the Aſhes of J. J. Rouſſeau fo. te. 
n to the Pantheon. 


W HILE fabdle conſpirators. were exciting 
Paris againſt the national repreſentation, roy-, 
aliſm and fanaticiſm exerted themſelves on all 

ſides, 
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kides. An ex-conſtituent, named Charlier, wiſh«. 
ed to make La Lozere a ſecond La Vindee; but 
the republican energy of the ſurrounding depart- 
ments ſtifled the flame in its commencement, 
Charlier was taken priſoner. The ever-reviving 
hydra of La Vendée renewed the prodigies of 
fabulous ſtory. The ſoldiers of the catholic 
army, like Proteus, inceſſantly eluded the vigi- 
lance of their antagoniſts, though perpetually 


appearing in their ſight. They eſcaped at the 


very moment that eſcape was thought impoſ- 
fible ; and, after every defeat, reared their heads. 
with freſh vigour, and in greater numbers, . The. 
caverns, . the woods, the rocks, and the marſhes 
of the weſt alternately concealed and poured but, 
this horde of ci · devant valets and poachers, 
ſmugglers, and fanatic preachers of fanaticiſm, 
_ emigrants ſecretly returned, ex-nobles, and pea- | 
ſants. They were every where, and yet, at 


times, were to be diſcovered no where. Spread 


over a ſurface of forty ſquare leagues, with every 
corner of which they were perfectly acquainted, , 
they never appeared in a body, but when they 
| imagined themſelves certain of ſucceſs. It Was 
a true war of armed robbers. Add to this, that 7 
the manifold treachery of our generals, and eſpe- 
—_ of Maree and Quetinau, the wretched 
4. | conduct 


— 


* 
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condug-6f-others®, particularly Beyſier, Roſ. 


ignol, and kad 'Roufin, the inexperience and want 


of capacity of Santerre, the intereſt which the 
decamvirs had to rekindle the war, when it was 
nearly extinguiſhed, if we except, indeed, the 
ſerious repulſe which the Capetians of La Vendte 
experienced at their hands, when they began to 
be too formidable. Reflect alſo on the atro- 
cious conduct of ſome of the proconſuls "ſent 
by. the decemvirs into thoſe countries, in order 
the more effeQually to exaſperate the wretched 
inhabitants, and you will have an adequate and 


| juſt idea of chat civil war, in which ſuch crimes 
were committed as would have made armed 


cannibals ſhudder. The threefold rage of fana- 


ticiſm, revenge, and party-ſpirit was diſplayed 
in all its en E victims were en 


” * E] 


> The unfortunate Phitippeans: was — and facri. 


| fited by the decemwvirs, for having denounced their treachery, 


Biron, the predeceſſor of all theſe generals, expiated his 
moderation with his head ; in like manner, General Bruner 


| was flaughtered, | for the fault he committed in having been 


defirous of re-eſtabliſhing diſciplige i in the army of the Alps. 
For every thing is a crime in the eyes of tyrants, or rather, 


every thing ſerves them as a pretext for the deſtruction of 


thoſe whoſe ruin they meditate, The decemvirs found, in 


| te wer of La Fendee, à ſepulehre, which weten af da , 


the two parties they Fob. dreaded, the it. hoy * 
republicans. > 
a 3 
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alive: they only half buried them, the better 
to enjoy and prolong their torments. Prieſts 
invented and ordered theſe reſinements in cru- 
elty. Carrier alone was able to equal them in 
ferocity. The armies of the republic gained 
ſeveral victories over theſe counter - revolutionary 
banditti. A dreadful ſlaughter was made of 
them at Beaupreau, at Chollet, at Mans, at An- 
cenis, and at Saveni. It would be equally uſeleſs. 
and fatiguing to enumerate all thoſe battles ; but 
we cannot but make mention here of the heroic 
courage with which the inhabitants of Gran- 
ville, within their own walls, ſuſtained a long 
and bloody conteſt, which terminated in the 
defeat of the marauders. Nantes, menaced by 
fifty thouſand of the catholic army, by its re- 
ſiſtance, ſaved the country, and acquired im- 
mortal renown, Laſtiy, the Chonans, or Ven- 
| deeans, united with a troop of emigrants, whom 
the Engliſh evidently ſent to deſtruction, when 
they landed them on our coaſts, were com- 
pletely defeated at Quiberon. General Hoche 
had the glory of terminating this war, by the 
union: of moderation and energy, of wiſdom and 
valour; by preſenting, in one hand, the branch 
of peace, in the other, the ſword of victory, 
when the chiefs of the Vendeeans had violated 


** "OW ahich the indulgence of the conven- 
| - 7980 - tion, 
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tion, and perhaps the exigency of the times, had 


granted them after the revolution of the gth of 
Thermidor. It is certain that the national dignity 


was degraded by this treaty, and that they aban- 


doned the maxim from which ancient Rome 


never ſwerved, even in the greateſt perils, of 


never treating with an enemy but when ſubdued. 
The repreſentatives of the people negociated with 


theſe rebels as one power with another; but it is 


only juſtice to remark, that, independently of the 
firſt of laws, neceſſity, it was better to ſacrifice a 


vain dignity, an impolitic' pride, to the hope of 
preventing freſh murders, and the effuſion of 


| freſh torrents of blood. The Romans, indeed, 


never had like us at once a civil war in the heart 
of the country, and the whole of Europe to repel 
from without. The trumpets of calumny and 
malevolence noiſed abroad, that the Vendecans 


_ were promiſed the re-eſtabliſhment of the regal 
power. They were promiſed. nothing but a juſt 
government, and the free n of their reli⸗ 


3 F 


The pie and een war ne Lo Vaude 
was not the only ſcourge under which we groaned. 


The hoſtility which the conſpirators in the con- 


vention, and the Jacobins, openly declared 


againſt rich men and merchants, againſt whom 
| they 
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they had imagined the word and invented the 
abſurd crime of negociantiſi; the diſaſtrous events 
of the 31ſt of May; the accuſations, the innu- 
merable proſcriptions and arbitrary arreſts. of. 
which we ſhall ſoon have occaſion to ſpeak ; in 
ſhort, the ſanguinary motions of Chalier, the Mah! 
rat of Lyons, together with the great intereſt which , 
the decemvirs had in exaſperating men's minds, 
in order to throw them more effectually into the 
arms of the dictators; but, above all, the deſign 
of putting in execution, through the medium of 
the greateſt terror, a formal plan, whoſe exiſtence. 
we ſhall hereafter prove *, of annihilating thoſe 
towns which were capable, from their extent, of g 
reſiſting: at a future period their tyranny, pro- = 


er 


— 
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The 23 pretended, and induced their agents to be- 
lieve, that France had not ſufficient corn for the ſupport of 
her inhabitants, and that therefore j it was neceſſary to reduce 
their numbers to eight millions. Thoſe of their tools who 
periſhed on the ſcaffold. after the gth''of | T hermidor, and 

many deputies, declared, that they had heard Carrier ſup- 
port this barbarous ſyſtem. We ourſelves have heard him : 
He was ſincere in his belief. The ſeeds of ferocity which he 
carried in his breaſt made him overlook the horror. of the 
projet, and his ignorance enabled him tc adopt any thing. 
Nobody can be a more deciſive proof than he, that an im- 
perfect knou ledge is as fatal as abſolute ignorance, and ſome- 
times more ſo. It is becauſe we have had ſo many who were 7 
half. inſtructed in political ſcience, that we have ſeen 'thoſe . 
falſe principles adyanced, which have produced fo much mil- . 
chief. The half· inſtructed bave pretenſions which the i . > 
rant t have not. 
duced 
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duced the ſiege and bombardment of that un- 
fortunate city. It was pretended, but without 


any ſincerity, that they were inclined- to adopt 


cbnciliatory methods with the Lyoneſe; the 
whole of Lyons was royaliſt in the eyes of the 
tyrants, becauſe the majority of the good citizens 


of that town execrated Cromwelliſts and ape 
nous uſurpers. 


When "ER marched into ive with yo 
eriumphant army of the republic; more than 
2000 of the inhabitants were butchered without 
form of law, or, which is ſtill more dreadful, 
with the appearance of a trial, which they called 
military. The decemvirs extorted from the con- 


vention a decree which deprived that city even of 


its name. To inſult her victims with deriſſon and 
with irony is the height of cruelty; that was che 
character of our tyrants. They called Lyons, 
which they had ſpoiled of its inhabitants, the 


Freed commune. Alas! it was a deſerted. 1: ap 


en commune. 


I the interior of the republic preſents nothing 
to the hiſtorian of the French revolution, but a 
long ſeries, but a frightful accumulation, of crimes 
and” of follies, of infamy and calamities, until 
the epoch of the gth of Thermidor (27th July) 

17 942 
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1794. ſome conſolation is at leaſt afforded him 
in the contemplation of the brilliant ſpectaclr 
with which the rapid ſucceſs of our armies pre- 
fents him. Royaliſm had betrayed Toulon to 
the gold of Pitt. The Engliſh,” ho imagined 
themſelves free under an hereditary monarch; 
| who had been the oppreſſors of their own colo. 

nies in America; who had lately ina cowardly 
manner put to the ' ſword 300 Frenchmen in a 
neutral country near Genoa, did not fail to unite 
with our enemies, and to enter into the coalition 
ol deſpots. They were vanquiſhed at Dunkirk, 
now called Dane-libre, and at the battle of 
Hondſchoote. They failed at Breft, at Cher. 
bourg, at St. Malo, and at Granville, but ſuc- 
ceeded at Toulon. It was neceflary to -retake 
this important place, which was at the ſame time 
overawed and defended by a triple battery, by a 
double line of poſts, by a fortified camp, by 2000 
choſen troops, and by the croſs fires of three 
tedoubts manned with 3060 ſoldiers. The 
French advanced through the midſt of flames 
and bayonets. Generals Dugommier and La- 


poype, who directed the attack, carried the 
forts, and the redoubts of Toulon were evacu- 
ated. Treaſon had alſo put the Spaniards in 
poſſeſnon of Port Vendre, Bagnols, and Col- 
lioure; the army of the Pyrenees ſpeedily avenged 


our 


% 
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our defeats. | After ſeveral vicbories, whichc -af- 
forded the republicans an entry into the Spaniſh 
_ dominions, the fovereign of that kingdom was 
reduced to the neceſſity of concluding a peace, 
and of ceding to us his poſſeſſions in St. Do- 
mingo. Before we terminate the account of the 
war with Spain, we ſhould not forget to remark, 
that the deputy Fabre de l' Herault was the firſt 
of our legiſlators who had the honour of dying 
ſword in hand. The convention decreed him 
the honours of the Pantheon, together with gene- 
rals Haxo, Moulin, Dampierre, Dugommier, 
and Dagobert, who died fighting for their coun- 
try ; the firſt two in La Vendłe, Dampierre with 
the army of the north, and Dugommier and Da- 
gobert with that of the Pyrenees. The capture 


* of Toulon, Port Vendre, St. Elme, and Belle. 


garde will, above all, hand down to the remoteſt 


Pry the name of e G 6.2071 10000 
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- The convention cond, that the armies of 
the eaſtern and weſtern Pyrenees- had deſerved 
well of their country. A ſimilar decree was 
paſſed in favour of the armies of the Moſelle 
and the Rhine, of the Sambre and the Meuſe, 
and of the Alps. A loud cry of victory re- 
ſounded from the north to the ſouth, from the 


* to the Rhine. The Auſtrians were in poſ- 
ſeſſion 


#F. FRENCH REVOLUTION. | 79 


Gon of the lines of Weiſſembourg, and the ſoil 

of liberty, or that, at leaſt, which was deſirous 

of freedom, fell a prey to the ſlaves of crowned 
heads, from Landau to Straſbourg, from Fort 

Vauban to Saverne. The recapture of. Valen- 
ciennes and Condẽ was as yet of no ſervice; at 
length, however, the army of the Moſelle made g 
junction with that of the Rhine, commanded by 
General Hoche. The enemy were intrenched on 
che heighes of Leiſhoffen, Conderſhoſſep, Freche- 
| villers, and Verth, and had erected triple batteries, 
as formidable as thoſe of Gemappe. Victory did 
not, however, deſert the ſtandards of the republic. 
Day aſter day repeated attacks were crowned with 
repeated ſucceſs, In the meantime the right 
wing of our army took poſſeſſion of Offendotf, 
and purſued the enemy to the walls of Fort Vau- 
ban. Landau was not yet relieved. Hoche ſig- 
naliſed his nomination to the chief command by 
a victory at Greiſbern. , Attacked in four dif- 
ferent quarters, at more than 10 leagues diſtance 
from each other, the enemy were routed on all 
ſides. All the rapid evolutions, the falſe attacks, 
the marches and counter-marches, and the military 
| ſcience, ſo profoundly ſtudied by the generals of 
deſpotiſm, were rendered uſeleſs by the bayonets 
and impetuoſity of the republicans.. A charge of 
ſix hours decided the victory, and effected the 

5 deliverance 
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deliverance of Landau. Pichegru was the fit 
to enter the town. Conqueror on various im- 
portant occaſions, he developed thoſe great ta · 
tents which he afterwards diſplayed with ſo. much 
glory in his campaign ia Holland. The enemy 
eſcaped under favour of the night, The lines 
of Weiſſembourg were the next day reſtored to 
| the republic. The Auſtrians were defeated at 
Greiſbern; the Pruſſians at Keleſberg, and at- 
terwards at Oppenheim, four leagues from May- 
| ence.- Our troops made themſelves maſters of 
GBuermeſheim, a place of importance for the pre- 
ſervation of Landau. Spires and Neudſtat, Key. 
ſerſlautern, and Kreutznach, Frankenthal, and 
Worms, fell into our hands. The genius of 
victory alſo hovered over the atmies of the north, 
commanded by Jourdan on the ſide of Landreey 
and Queſnoĩi. After this ſeries of battles and of 
ſucceſs, the repreſentatives of the people, who, 
marching at the head of their companies, brouglit 
to reeollection thoſe Romans who by turns pre- 
fided in the ſenate, and took the command of 
armies, iſſued a proclamation, which in a ſingle 
line contained more than fix volumes of our an- 
cient eulogies and academical diſeburſes: Ne- 
publitaus, yon have done your duty. Thus it is 
that by degrees a government changes, modi- 
fies, and molds ar-pleaſure, the character of a 
ö 8 | 
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people. Thus i it is that the French, in propor- 
tion as they become republicans, will unite the 
dignity and laconiciſm of the Spartans, with 
the Roman majeſty and the Athenian urbanity 


and elegance, 


The army of the Alps equalled the other tris 
umphant armies of the republic in courage and 
ſucceſs. If the painter, the poet, and the hiſto- 
rian of the revolution could no longer ſleep, 
in like manner, the brave defenders of liberty 
knew no repoſe. Torrents, ſnow, fogs, the 
privation of all the neceſſaries of life, and of 
every comfort, a privation which the ſafety and 
honour of the country demanded, inferiority. 

of numbers, nothing abated their ardour, no- 
thing enfeebled their civin, nothing ſhook their 
firmneſs. They gained the moſt important and 
obſtinately diſputed victories, againſt generals 
and commanders of the moſt diſtinguiſhed merir, 
at Caſtel-Gineſte, at Saorgio, as our armies in 
the north had trjumphed over the firſt generals 
in Europe, Brunſwick, Cobourg, and Hohenloo. 
The army of the Alps took Ormea, though 


that fort was ſituated in a ſtrong poſition, and 


defended by ſurrounding heights, by impreg- 
nable poſts, and by 1500 Auſtrians. We ſhall 
ſee, in the concluſion of this hiſtory, the ſtill 
| Yor, II, @ -* : more 
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more aſtoniſhing ſucceſs of Buogaphrts i in 1796, 
in the very heart of Italy. That country, en- 
ſeebled by the intolerant government of a prieſt, 
will probably ſee a new republic erect itſelf in 
its boſom; and the conditions which we ſhall 
impoſe on the Roman pontiff, will be an expi- 
ation of the aſſaſſination of Baſſeville, the French 
ambaſſador, in 1793; an aſſafſination N 
ee by the Fer. ove 


Eathuſiaſm n may create land- Get and rc 
the place of military ſkill. Valour may ſtand 
in the ſtead of experience, and triumph over it; 
but it is not the ſame in naval tactics. A navy 
can only be created by time and experience. 
For this reaſon, our navy has never had the 
ſame ſucceſs as our land- forces. Treachery and 
inexperience, but, more frequently, inequality 
of numbers“, and ſometimes contrary winds, 
rendered the attempts of our. frigates generally 
inefficient. At length, however, aur fleet began 
to be re- organized. The Engliſh mini ter grew 
pale with rage, and undoubtedly per 
he had been committing fruitleſs crimes. Pitt, 
the ambitious Pitt, has ſurvived his reputation. 


- 


* Our author has been apparently deceived by the re- 
ports of Barrere, and other equally credible witneſſes, in the 
convention. | 


His 
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3 His genius did not enable him to calculate the 
exertions which a prople eager for freedom are 
capable of making, He reckoned too much 
on our diviſions, which had, in reality, aſſumed 
the moſt alarming appearance. The 'Eogliſh 
attempted to ſtrengthen the coalition with Pruſſia 
and Ruſſia. Every thing ſeemed to announce, 
that the attempt would be ineffectual, and that 
the laſt moment of their deſpotiſm on the ſeas 
was at hand. Holland, which Pichegru had 
ſubdued with the rapidity of lightning, and in 
a manner more advantageous than Dumouriez, 
is already formed into a republic, in alliance 
with our own, and is an additional weight in the 
balance againſt England. I ſee no hope for 
England, -but in the diſaſters we may experience 
from iy the OY too far into e 


The conqueſt of Holland, PF by hs | 
famous battle of Fleurus, effected by general 
Jourdan on the 8th' Mefſidor (26th of June) 
of the third year of the. republic, terminated 
that memorable campaign, which was' called the 
campaign of 1793, though it laſted two years, 
becauſe it began in 1793, and the ſeverities of 
the winter of. 1793 and 1794 allowed no inter- 
val, gave no interruption. The Prince of Co- 
ny —_— all his forces, and an immeaſe 
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train of artillery. He was vanquiſhed, and che 
French Scipio triumphed over this ſecond 
Hannibal, aſter a moſt obſtinate conteſt. It is 
worthy of remark, that the victory at Fleurus 


was owing, in great meaſure, to the obſerva- 
tions which Jourdan was enabled to make by 


means of the aſcent of an atronaut, who hover- 


ed over the enemy's army, and watched their 


motions. - Another ſingularity, which merits 


attention in this feries of combats, is the manner 
in which, on the 7th Floreal (26th of April) 


preceding, general Charbonnier forced the paſ- 


ſage of Boſſut. Three times did the Auſtrian 
cavalry charge our infantry in the plain; three 
times did our infantry march to encounter the 


charge with bayonets fixed, and put them to 
rout, This is the firſt inſtance ſince the battle 
of Pharſalia, in which infantry has oppoſed a 
regular reſiſtance to cavalry. We ſhall relate, 
in the Jatter part of this work, the ſequel of 
our military operations in Italy and Germany. 


M. de Calonne ſays, in a work lately publiſh- 
ed in London, that the young emperor, from 
the month of May 1794, after the capture of 
Landreci, found himſelf, at the head of his 


* General Jourdan. 
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8 which he animated by bis preſence, in 


a fituation reſembling that of the Duke of 
Brunſwick in 1792. Like him, having ſubdued 


every thing which advanced to reſiſt his career, 
he approached within the diſtance of forty-five 


from Paris; but he ſuffered, ſays M. 


: 2 
de Calonne, this fortunate opportunity, which 
would have immortalized his memory, to be 


loſt, He was pesſuaded, adds the author, that 
it was neceſſary to fall back, and lead his-troops 
defence of his own frontiers, which were 


| _ by the French, for the ſole purpoſe 


of calling his attention to that fide; and he 
ſhould have been convinced, that 1 it was at Paris 


alone he would begable to recover what had 


been wreſted from him in Auſtrian F landers. 
We do not agree with M. de Calonne. The 


ſkilful - manceuvres of generals Pichegru and 


Jourdan, and the advantages gained by the 


French, were the cauſes of the emperor's re- 


treat,. that he might not expoſe his army to 
the danger of being entirely ſurrounded, 


Thus it was that, in 1793, the army in Flan- 


ders, commanded by Cobourg, at firſt experi- 


enced nothing but fruitleſs triumphs, and after- 
2 a ſeries of continual diſaſters ; ; and that, 
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at the ſame period, the army of Alſace, bm 


manded by Wurmſer, after” having over-run 
Alſace, forced, in one day, the famous lines of 
Weiſſembourg, diſperſed the French army, and 


taken Lauterbourg, Hagueneav, and ee 


faw all its ſucceſs limited to theſe advanty 

was haraffed by perpetual attacks, and ny 
driven from the formidable poſt of the lines of 
Motter. The Avſtrian trodps ſtood in need 
of all the Duke of Brunſwick's ſkill to effect 
their retreat, leaving the Palatinate and a part of 
Germany at the mercy of the republican troops. 
It was thus, that, in the ſecond campaign of 
1792, the enemy concluded their campaign by 
failing before Maubevuge :Sn the ſame manner, 
in the firſt campaign, Brunſwick, after being 
defeated at St. Menehoud, muſt have periſhed 
or been taken, with his whole army, in the 
plains of Champagne. Independently of the 
ſuperiority of our artillery, to which we have 
generally been indebted for our ſucceſs, a failure 
is the uſual confequence of every invaſion of 
a country, in the interior of which the enemy 


has not a powerful party, and certain intelligence. 


This cauſe made us apprehend, that, notwith- 
ſtanding the firſt ſucceſs of generals Jourdan and 
Morcau, our armies of the Sambre and the 

| ; | Mevuſe 
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Meuſe were fruitleſsly exhauſting themſelves 
beyond the Rhine, and would gather only barren 
laurels. It muſt be obſerved, we are On 
mn _ pee wee owt of e | 
many kiniphs 1 by our armies in 
15 Morthb, in the weſt, and the ſouth, even to 
the preſent time, over ſo many legions vomited 
out upon us fromhe northern caverhs, undoubt - 
| edly- preſent to our view a moſt ſublime ſpec- 
tacle. Theſe [triumphs are the more glorious, 
ance we obtained them over veteran and diſci- 
plined troops, cqmmanded by. the moſt. cele- 
brated generals. It was the triumph of liberty 
over ſlavery. All che ancient routine, all the 
military prejudices, have been overthrown. It 
will always be a gloriouꝶ fight to behold raw 
recruits badly armed, almoſt naked, and without 
proviſions, ſtopping the i impetuous career of the 
united hordes of all the countries in Europe. 
N ations will be eternally aſtoniſhed at the con- 
templation of labourers, accuſtomed to the 
peaceful toil of the fields, and of youths of the 
firſt requiſition, for the moſt part reared in the 
lap of idleneſs, and amidſt the delights of diſſi- 
pation, diſperſing, while they ſung hymns to 
OM thoſe. ſilent cohorts; which were greedy 
* 8 4 | of 
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of ſpoil, profoundly ſkilled in military tactics, 
and conducted by the moſt experienced maſters 
of the art of war. With what laudable avidity, 


with what ſacred enthuſiaſm, will not the de- 


ſcendants of our heroes peruſe theſe annals of the 
glory of their forefathers? * Will not poſtggity 
repeat, in a tone of admiration, the nam of 
thoſe modeſt men, who, born in a claſs formerly 


diſdained, have equalled, iS their eſſays, the 
glory of the greateſt generals? It is certain, 


that the wars of the Greeks and Romans preſent 
us with nothing comparable to our military 
events. They were not divided among them- 


ſelves; they had not a hoſt of crowned heads 


to engage at the ſame timo Rome contended 
only with Hannibal, Greece with Xerxes, 

Alas! we have had, and we ſhall fill 
have, in the courſe of this hiſtory, ſo. many 
crimes to relate, that the reader, without doubt, 
will reſt his weared imagination with pleaſure, 
with affection, on the Table, which we have 
drawn up in columns, and which we have 
thought fit to ſubjoin, of the principal victo- 


| Ties or actions which have immortalized our 
arms. It will be remarked, that our citizen- 


ſoldiers, 
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in the moſt emphatic terms of the moſt” entra- 
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ſoldiers, unaccuſtomed to the toils of war, have. 


ſcarcely ever been in winter-quarters ; and that | 


it was during the winter of 1794, one of the . 
longeſt and moſt ſevere which hiſtory mentions, 
that the moſt brilliant exploits were performed. 
The wars of lying Athens have been; written” 


vagant adulation the combats of the heroes 
of liberty ought to be related with the moſt 
ſcrupulous veracity, and with republican ſim- 


plicity. The mere diſplay of the ſimple facts 


is ſufficient praiſe. We have confined ourſelves 
to the notice gf the moſt eminent, and we omit 
an infinite number, which antiquity would not 
have permitted to have been loſt to her glory. 
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, 82 1-99 «1, DUMOURIEZ. 


© Mah ef Gebe, in which) 
2 ,. ooo French | diſlodged 28, 00 * 


Auſtrians, intrenched on hills de- 
fended by more than 40 redoubts, 
each of 20 guns of A large ealibre. 
3000 of the enemy ſlain. 


1. | HOUCHARD. | 
T Battle of Hondſchoote, gained by do 7 As 
ea) 16,000: republicans againſt 18,000 e 
* hof the combined forces. 6000 of 3 | el 
the enemy killed and woun det.. 


* 
t * * 


7 * 14 » 
i. 


JI JOURDAN. 1 
„ 1441 : - ' * 
ig: Battle of Vatigoies, againſt the! Gyr 
I Avftrians, gained after a two days | 25th and 26th 
North, 4 1 three aſſaults at the point ada oy 2d 

| | of the bayonet, 6000 Auſtrians ind 5. 2793. 
Lxilled. 8 


* 
* 


1  DUGONMIER. 


An action by 600 republicans, | 
| who fought 11 hours without ar- | 27th Vende- 
Italy. tillery, and repulſed 4000 Auſtrians, 5 miaire, ad year 
| Croats, and Piedmonteſe, with fix | (Sept. 6, 1793). 
- L pieces of artillery. 'J 
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DUGOMMIER. 


HE We ow 7 
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5 The redoubts and intrenchments, io 
ET - Italy, = which defended Toulon, carried by { 75 en (Per. 


aſſault, Capture of 13 pieces of 2d year (Dec. 
. cannon, E LS 3 P I5, 1793). | 
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HOCHE. 
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als | | . DarTzs 
ofthe NAMES of vn EAI. of the | 
ae. | | BATTLE9$: - 
EY - HOCHR.: kt 1 x 
. Defeat of the enemy at Werdt. GT 
—— 2 Several redoubts carried at the res 
N point of the bayonet. . Capture of 1793). 5 
2 16 cannon and 24 carriages. | | 


rich. i 


Rpise and All the' intvenclitiarity 57 Ach.) 34 — 
Molelle weiller; Druſenheim, and Hague & yar (Dec. 23, 
neau. 1000 priſoners. 1293) 


united. 


- 


© HOCHE, 


en F 


* 


ery! forced 9 evachate ) 
7th Nivoſe; 24 


Riineand 
= live _ Lauter and Weifſem- + (Dec 955 


Moſelle 
bourg, er to l vir Ein! * 
united. Lan lau. 4 1793 * 


| HAXO., K 
tre TH 
# +4 18 +4 


Ca ture 617 the iſle of Noirmod: 80 
er, dee 50 pieces of cannon an 3 r 24 
800 fails from the rebels in La * 5 3. 


J. endee. 


| MULLER, Sails | 1 
Fav, Commander. op 


1 * 
3 „ 


„ * p 1 
„ * 


Noir- 
moutier. 


bDeſeat of 16,000 Spaniards, at) 
— J Urrugne — 3 by 2. 
Pyrenees. doo republi cans, 1200 of the ene- 

e 1 | 7 10 A 69 | $3794). . 


BIZANNET, Commander, 5 


Tube camp of Fougaſſe, filled by]. i 
J 2000 Piedmonteſe and. Auſtrians, * (April 
carried by 600 French after eight (6, 1794). 


bours Ight. 
DAGO- 
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DAGOBERT, Commander. 


Eaſtern Deſeat of the Spaniards at Mon-) 2:16 Dante, | 
as” teilla, Capture of Urgel and ſeven þ 24 year (April 
7 ; pieces of cannon. | 21, 1794). 
JOURDAN. 


Battle gained. Capture of Das 


2gth Germinal, 
2d year (Hp 


Moſelle. lon, Complete defeat of the ene- 
1 18, cg 


my. N of 22 1 o can- 
CT non. 


 CHARBONNIER. 


1 Complete defeat of the enemy, ) zu Floreal, 20 
Arden- | after a conteſt of 12 N — (April aa, 


Phillippeville. 1794). 
PICHEGRO, Gencralilins; 


DazrznDELs, Commander. 
' Capture of Courtray, after a ge-) 7th Floreal, 29 
North. 


now! engagement of the whole line þ year (ow 5 
from Dunkirk to Givet. 1794): 


80 UHAM. | 
Victory at Mount Caſſel over * 
North. 20,000 Auſtrians. Capture of 32 Teak roms, 


cannons and two pair of . 
4000 of the enemy killed. 2971794). 


MASSENA, MACQUART, Commanders. 


| „ Victory over the piedmonteſe. roth mms 
Italy J Capture of Saorgio and of the ene - þ zear (April 29, 
7s 


* 's . . 


DUGOMMIER. 


7 8 Battle with the Spaniards at Al- 11th 1 12th 
Eaſtern ] beres gained. Capture of the famous | Floreal, 24 year 
een. redoubt of Monteſquieo and of 200 f (April 30, May 


ces of cannon, 2000 priſoners, | 1, 794) - 
7 wy DUMAS, 


- 
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DUMAS, BAGDELONNE, Commanders. 
1 The redoubts of Rivets, of Ra- J Wen the ach 
Alps. maſſe, and other poſts on Mount { and 26th Floreal, 

* J Cenis taken by ſtorm. Capture of f 2d year (14th 


; : and 185th of 
the Piedmonteſe artillery. — 
DUGOMMIER. 5 

27th Floreal, 2d 


Eaſtern Captureof Collioure. The French | 
Pyrenees. | „ in the action. >< ( wy 16, 


DUFOUR, Commander of the Battalion of Var. 
Glorious reſiſtance of 1600 


French, who oppoſed the march of j; © 
| 14,000 Auftrians towards Curfoz, | 
Arden- } Remarkable inſtance of courage in 2th. Flores 24 
nes, 160 young men of the firſt requiſi- — (May 18, 
| tion, who kept at bay the whole wy 
| right woe” of Beaulicu's army be- 
| fore Bouillo | J 


_ MICHAUD, 

Battle of Chifferſtadt, gained by NNE 

: 15,000 republicans againſt 40,000 rairlal, 2 

Rhine, Auſtrians. One Auſtrian general ans (May 23» 
| Lkilled, ** 


DUGOMMIER. 


| The enemy evacuate Forts St. 
Eaſtern ] Elme, — Port Vendre. Col- ( Ich Prairial, 24 
Pyrenees. | lioure retaken, 7000 Spaniards . 
ſurrender. e n 


MOREAU. 
Capture of Ypres 12 days after | 
ö the trenches were opened. The 29th Prairial, 
garriſon, conſiſting of 6000 men, ad year (June 


7 priſoners. 100 cannons and 17, 794). 
29 ſtandards taken. 


* 
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North. . 
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- Meuſe French army, £onbfting of 14,000 


| | Pyrenees. 
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North; | vigory of Fleurus, after a con-] 


| republicans and 100,000 of the V year (June 26, 
Calle Mo- combined armies. 10, oco of the | 2794)» E 
r enemy killed. 


JoURDAN. 


Defeat of 30, oo of the enemy 


Sambre t Waterlo, by the vanguard of the 


roth Meſdor, 
2d year (June 
28, 1794). 


A teſt of 18 hours between 70, Zn Meffidor, 20 
and 


men. 4.7 00 


'MICHAUD. 


| Battle gained. The poſts of 
: Freiſbach, of Freimeſheim, and of | 26th Meſlidoe, 
Rhine, the hills of Platzberg and Saukolp Cad year (July | 
} carried. 2400 of the enemy killed. | 74» 1794). 
Los of 15 pieces of cannon, g 


KLEBER, . 


Sambre The poſt of la Montagne de Fer, 27th Meſſidor, 
and near Louvain, carried by l 2d year (July 


Meuſe. That town taken. 15, 2794)» 
' SCHERER, Commander, 


zd year (July 
177 1794). 


FREGEVILLE, Commander. 141 2 


| 29th Meſſidor, 
Dito. f Surrender of Landreci by 1 8 


enemy, after ſix days ſiege. 


Weſtern Capture of Fontarabia, and of 4th Thermidor, 
Pyrenees, |} 200 pieces of artillery, 115 year 208 


1794). 


 DESTAING, SAURAT, MICAS, Commanders. 


Eaftern | wt, Defeat of 15,000 Spaniards 1 Thermidor, 24 


year E July 
4000 * at Rocazeins. 1794). 


MOREAU, 
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GEO, FO Dives" 
jo og NAMES or Tnz GENERALS. of the 
AMIS. 3 | a BaTTLEs. 

Capture of Fort VEcluſe,' and Is 
b 15 152 Pieces of anillerr. gull 26, 3794) 
| DUGOMMIER. | 
ſt Sane-cullot. 
Eaſtern Recapture of Bellegarde and of tide, 2d = 
Pyrenees, ” cannons. 50 (Sept. 17, 
71794). : 
J OURDAN, Commanders in b Chief. 
SCHERER and KLEBI Ry Generals. 
vigory gained over the whole 
8 line of the army from Maſeyk to 
1 J Sprimont. The enemy raiſe the 


5 M. ie I camp of La Chartreuſe. . Capture 
1 euſe. of Laufeld, of 34 cannons an fre 
2 Randares. | _ 


| CHAMPIONNET, LEGRAND, Commanders. | 


Sambre The Heights of Clermont taken 
and by ſtorm after ſeven ſucceſſive at- 
Meuſe. . 
JOURDAN. 
Battle of Aldenhoven. Com- ” 
__ plete defeat of the combined ar- r1th Vende- 
miare, 3d year 


Meuſe. 3 ay of | the enemy killed Ag 25 1794)- 


' MARBOT, Commander. 


Victory gained near Oftes, after) 4t and 5th 
Amen K conteſt of two days. Complts ; er ze 


(Nov. 
defeat of the Spaniards. bas = 190k 


PERIGNON, 


Pyrenees. 
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| of the '_ NAMES or Taz GENERALS, of the 
4 AMI. s BAT TT ES. | 
| PERIGNON. . 
| | 2 of the Fortreſs of Fi. 3 
4 Eaftern gueres, and of 171 pieces of ar- 5 
i Pyrenees.) tillery., The garriſon, conſiſting [ 1794). 
L of 9600 men, taken priſoners. 


1 Bu PICHEGRU. 


i Ny” Capture of Utrecht, of Amerſ- 
1 North fort, and of the lines of Greb. 80 
i — pieces of cannon taken. * 
; of the Leck. 


29th Nivoſe, 
es mak 


PI CHEGRU. 


5 Capture of Roſe, after 2 days r5th Pluvioſe, 
North. fiege. Invaſion of the United þ 3d = (Feb. 33 
Provinces. 1795) . 


FREGEVILLE, LABORD E. 


| (Capture of the important poſt of ) 16th Pl 
| on EE N and of * 34 45 (a 
* ces OIL Ar ery. : 


1 BUONAPARTE. 


Four ſucceſſive victories, over] 
the Auſtrian and Sardinian armies | . 
combined, at Montenote, at Deg ! 
at Millefimo, and near Mondovi. 

1 Provera, commander in chief of 
Tuly, 4 the united -armies, taken priſoner ; 


In Germical and 
Floreal, 4th 


21 ſtandards, four of which belonged 14 of ag 
to the King of Sardinia's body- E 
guards, ſent to the executive di- 

rectory. In this campaign 1600 


republicans fought for ſeveral hours 
Un 16,000 Auſtrians, = I 


BUONA« 


Anni: , - 
* 


* 


- Moſelle. 


Goneral 


Nauzs |” 
of the 


2 
— 


1 


1 


— 


Shetch of our Succeſſes. from 


bat eight minutes to ſurrender. 
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BUONAPARTE, | | -- 


Three Auſtrian battalions, con-] 


fiſting of 4000 men and four pieces 


of cannon, in order of battle, lay 
down their arms and are taken pri- | 
ſoners. The next day W 


er's 
army, compoſed of 25,000 men, 
completely defeated, Capture of 
15 pieces of 'cannon and three 
. This victory, gained 
at Caſtiglione, was the more bril- 
liant, becauſe the enemy, believin 
our army to be ſirrounded, "has 
ſammoned the French to ſurrender, 
Buonaparte, who had but 1200 
men with him, aſtoniſhed the ene- 
my's meſſenger, by informing him 
that it was the Auſtrian army that 
washemmed in by the paſſes of Breſ- 
cia and Trente, and by giving him 


j 


* 


JOURDAN, KLEBER, anv MOREAU, 


rs 7 Sueceſſive victories. 
J. 
12 F | 


H a ? 


q 


4th and 5th 
years (1795 and 
1796). 


the Battle of Gemappe to the 
26th Fraflider (September 11) of the 4th year, 1795. 
We have gained 45 vidories, 14 of them in ſet battles: 


* 


rpth Thermi- | 
» 4th year 
(Aug: 3, 1796). at 
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The political revolutions and ſtorms preſent 
t0 our view a picture {till more diverſified, more 


| Intereſting and inſtructive, than the military 


tranſactions. Before we notice our troubles in 
the interior of runde; we ſhall wget a ** of 


thoſe in out colonies. 


We have” Ken” in the forrtvr pat of this 
hiſtory that a terrible conteſt had ariſen between 
the cologiſts and the people of colour, The 
inhabitants of the colonies, accuſtomed to a bar- 
barous traffic, the diſgrace of human nature, 
looked on a negro ay. part of their live ſtock. 
Hence an open war commenced between the 
negroes and the coloniſts. It derived its, origin 
from the fault of the coloniſts, who, like our · 
nobles in France, were impolitic enough to re- 


© fuſe granting at firſt to the people of colour the 


right of citizenſhip, and other reaſonable. de- 
mands ; from the ſtill greater fault of being the 


firſt to have recourſe to violence; from the de- 
crees paſſed by the conſtituent aſſembly, and the 
acts of ſome of the commiſſioners of the national 


aſſemblies of France, who wiſhed,. after the ex - 
ample of the conſtituent aſſembly, to favour too 
much the coloniſts, and gave them hopes, which 
the revolutionary torrent might have enabled 
them to have foreſeen could not be of long 
 4rration ; from the acts of other commiſſioners, 
5 who 


* 


$f 
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nes od to commit 
the laſt exceſſes; and, finallyy from the verſa- 
tility of principle diſplayed by the national ale. 
ſemblies. The misfortunes of the colonies were: 
augmented by the corrupting gold of the Engliſh: 
and Spaniards. Theſe two powers, and their 
agents in France; made ſtrong efforts, which 
vere but too ſucceſsful, to diſturb the colonies, 
whether for the purpoſe of deſtroying our com- 
merce, or to gain poſſeffion of our colonies, by 
forcing the inhabitants to throw themſeſes into 
their arms. In France; ſome perſons ſeconded 
the views of England, becauſe they were in her 
Pay ; ; others aſſiſted them, without being aware 
of it, from motives of philanthropy badly un- 
derſtood, and from principles extravagant, or 
at leaſt unſeaſshable "Up n eo | 
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The decree of the 15th of My was the 
"firſt advantage gained by the men of colour. 
The white coloniſts were ſo impolitie as not 
: to recei ve them favourably. The colony of 
8 st. Homingo had not ſuffered much at this 
period; but the popular aſſemblies raiſed up 
2 number of formidable enemies, by refuſing 
to receive the petition of the people of colour. 
The aſſembly of St. Mark was diſſolved, but 
not before it had done conſiderable miſchief. 
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It gave birth to. numerous factions among the . 
citizens; and, at the ſame time, excited diſcon- 


tent among the men of colour. At the diſſo- 
lution of that aſſembly, the colony had a little 


time to breathe. But when the agents of that 
aſſembly arrived in France, they continued to 

interfere too much in the affairs of the. iſland; 
they ſorced the governor to eſcape from Port- 


au- Prince to the Cape, where he was under the 


neceſſity of delivering himſelf up to another fae- 


tion. Unfortunately, alſo, there were in the 
colonies, as in France, vicious men, who were 


overwhelmed with debts; obſcure and ambitious 


| perſons, who were deſirous. of anarchy, The 


enemies of the whites, and of the people of 
colour, ſaw with pleaſure theſe ſeeds of diſorder ; 
they contrived to take advantage of them, ſo as 
to excite the firſt inſurreCtion, at the head of 
which was Oge the mulatto. This commotion 


was ſoon quelled; and this inſtrument of the 


fury. of the agitators, who was termed, in ſeveral 
public papers, the hero, the martyr of liberty, 

titles which he merited, if he were deceived, was 
their dupe and their victim. He died on the 
ſcaffold. This diſgrace, this momentaty failure | 

of the party, ſerved only to irritate them. | 
It was at this period that the decree of the 15th : 


| C of May, of which we have ſpoken, arrived. It 
wigs have pacified every diſturbance, had it 


been 


i 


F rauen REVOLUTION. | : 401 
been received with candour and. fincerity- by 
either party. But the paſſions. never ſuffer the 
voice of viſdom and moderation to be heard. 
The men of colour, excited by the pretended = 
philanthropieal party; ſtirred up the negroes to 


revolt, that is to fah,/ to fire, murder, and rapine: 


It muſt, however, be confeſſed, that the whites, 
on che intelligence of the decree of May the 15th, 

diſplayed the moſt, imprudent arrogance, che 
molt, inſulting brutality, . Thence aroſe the an- 


nihilation. « of the party, c of the North. The ariſ- 


bt 4.4 $3 


tocrats, the royaliſts, and thoſe who were in the 
Pay, © of. England, foreboded 2 counter-revolution 


in the deſtruction of St. Domingo, and of the 
French commerce. The pretenders to philan- 
thropy, were, perhaps, ſincerely deſirous of the 
general good and the general liberty, and the 
men of colour aſpired to the condition of F rench 
citizens. They were all. right ; but the exciters 
of tumult employed the moſt hotrible means of 


_ anarchy and bloodſhed, from which the Engliſh 


alone could reap any advantage. The govern» 


ment itſelf, contributed to theſe means of deſtruc- 
tion, It was reſerved for the commiſſioners 


Polverel and Santhonax, for their hearts of iron, 


to effect, in the courſe of a year, the entire ruin 


of one of the fineſt countries in the univerſe. 


T heſe men, ſkilful in atrocity, contrived to de- 
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ſtioy every thing, by, flattering men's ſelf-Jove. 
They ſucceeded even in ſettiog the negroes 
would, if they had been able, have ſacrificed the 
whole of the free men, vader. e 
oy 3 TI to. e ney 
The national convention” gerede 40 

lition of ſlavery in all the French colonies. 
Philanthropy, without doubt, was the ſentiment 
which guided the majority of the affembly =, 
| deceived and influenced "by" heated imaginations, 
and by Engliſh agents; but it is certain that 
the conſtituent and the ſucceeding afſemblies 
ſhould have poſtponed this ſubje& till the Tevo- 
lotion had been entirely rerminated in France, 
and conſolidated by a good! government. Carra 
and Briſfot, entirely devoted to the houſe of 
Hanover, perverted the declaration of the rights 
of man, and the principles conſecrated” in the 
works of Condorcer, and other writers' better 
fkilled-in philoſophy than politics, to miſchlev- 
ous eee Men of the re. and tnoſt hu- 


CO 


FER . 
* 


ag. oltaire, who reaſoned . Ante not inter- 
fere, bas obſerved with propriety, that no large aſſembly 
ever deſired evil for its own ſake, Such aſſemblies are led 

and ſeduced into error by the chiefs, who have a decifive 
pre-eminenge. | 
mane 
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mane intentions ſuffered themſelves to be-eafily 
led aſtray by the picture of: the oppreſſed and 
degraded ſtate of the negroes in the Antilles. 
We place Condoreet and Gregoire in the num- 
ber of theſe virtuous men . -Philoſopliy and | 
humanity alone made them ſupport the "eavuſe 
rived when thoſe principles might 'fafely/be/afed 
upon. The intereſt of the negroes themſelves 
tequired that they ſhould be conducted ta free - 
dom, at the proper ſcaſon, by degrees, and with 
much precaution. Our commerce, the rivalſhip 
of Englang;, demanded ſtill more eircumſpegion 
on this ſubje&,; Was it not lamentable to hear a 
Danton, at the fitting of 16th;Pluvie/e, ad year 
(February 3, 1794), exelaim, inimediately: after 
the convention had decreed the enfranchiſenient 
of the negroes, To- day, England recti des n 
imer 80 amn is aunihĩ- 
i 17 is in 1 == of ee ves, * adde tha —— 
and the rage of contending parties, ſeek moſt to miſrepreſent 
facts, and ſpread Falſe reports of men. Has it bot been pub- 
liſhed, chat Gregoire and Condorcet were: devated td Or- 


leans ? It is true that the author of this calumny attributes, 

in his pretended hiſtory of the revolution, the maſſacres of 
the 2d and 3d of September to Mirabeau, who died a year 
preceding that event. It would have been much to be de- 
fired that all our conſtitutional biſhops had been Gregoires, 
and all our revolutioniſts Condorcets. Where did this writer 
WI Deſodoart) diſcover the proofs of his aſſertions? 
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« Jated?” Alas I. it was directly the contrary. 


This decree, and the miſſion of: Polverel' and 


Santhonax * to the colonies, did more for the 


_ Engliſh than would have been in the power of 
their whole fleet. The well-diſpoſed/in the con- 
vention were the dupes of the Briciſh ee 


Pitt could not prevail on the Engliſh to p 


him for plunging into the war, but by ag Ms 


ing their trade, and ruining our MEN: 
ſources. - The genius of Pitt is only calculated 
to diſorganize, to divide, and corrupt. He la- 


viſhed Engliſh gold in raiſing 4" rebellion in La 
Vendie, and in the purchaſe of Toulon; he la- 


viſhed the national wealth for the purpoſe 'of 
ruining our colonies, that they might fall An 
eaſier, prey. From the firſt day of the revo- 


-lJution;: guineas were the current coin in Paris. 


Pitt, being interrogated as to the manner in 


which he had employed 40 millions , of which 
he could not give a proper account, promiſed to 


fatisfy the houſe at a diſtant period, This was 


the ſyſtem of his father, Lord Chatham, Who 


ſaid, thar he kept in his portfolio the rate of 


the conſciences of the Engliſh parliament. 1 


* Santhongt was juſt then appointed commiſſioner of the 
executive power. We ſhall ſoon ſee the benefits derived from 
this circumſtance. 8 if 7 


4 A Jl more than a a and a half of our money. | 
: can 


a | 
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can trace ihe criminal connection which ſubſiſted 
between the ancient committee of public ſafety, 
or rather of public ruin; and the Engliſh go- 
vernment, in Fox s ſpeech, and Pitt's anſwer to 
that orator, on the 10th of February. Ho. 
«, Jong; faid Fox, . will the miniſter ſeed us 
unwith hopes? He promiſed us the ſovereignth 


*; ofthe: colonies, and yet we have loſt Guada- 


« 16ype 1” I ſhall not reply, ſaid the mi- 
niſter, to the honourable gentleman: the 
tc proper time is not yet arrived. But when [ 


_ & ſhall be enabled to give the detail of theſe 


« events, I flatter myſelf 1 ſhall obtain the op! 
« probation of the dane. y 


Wy » IF £4» «, : : f 
88 aiich 7 4 Lk * a 12 +. f 1 * A 51 


To excite * negroes to nnn was, in 
fact, to lay the foundation of the ruin of our 
colonies; and to deprive us of a commerce of 


400 millions“ annual revenue, at a moment, 


too, when we were not able to ſend any troops 


to their aſſiſtance. France requires a great na- 
val force. We muſt look to commerce for the 


foundation of this force. Merchant-veſſels are 


the nurſeries for able ſeamen, and commerce is 
_ by colonies. 


1 New Ghia: millions ſterling. 


After 


ge mays 


_ SECRET HISTORY. OF THE 


Aſter the errors of Briſot on the ſubject of 
the colonies, a more, fatal period ſuecreded, in 
which Robeſpierre wiſhed: to found his domi- 
nation on the miſery and ignorance of the peo- 
ple, and, conſequently, the ruin of the colonies. 
Ig Handalias France, to deſtroy the genius of 
niufactures at Lyons, by accuſing that town | 
of roxaliſas e, +, to diſſipate the national riches, to 

annihilate the means of exchange, to ruin all the 
great land- holders ; ſuch was the ſyſtem of this 
man, who was born for deſtruction. * We have 
diſcovered firice the death of Robeſpierre, that 
he had ſecured ſome property in England. He 
agreed with the Engliſh miniſter in tie deſign 
of ruining our colonies. The corrupting gold 
thus laviſhed by England, ſo completely, in ge- 
neral, directed the operations of France with 
regard to her colonies,” that, in order to render 
the republic for ever odious to them, all the co- 
loniſts who arrived in France were ſtopped, 
ſearched, and ſtripped of all their papers which 
could ſupply any information of the ſituation of 
the colonies, F ifteen hundred of them, who 
had been ſent away from the- Windward Idands 


* Lyons was filled with patriots ons KY citizens. | If 
royaliſm afterwards gained ground, it is to be attributed to 
the decemviral tyranny, which created a number of royaliſts. 


=> by 
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by the Engliſh, for having, refuſed to ado the 5 
oath to the king of England, which was exacted 

of them at the time of the conqueſt in his name, 
vere robbed, plundered, and eie on 


board the n which brought den per, 12 
. LS 7% 4 
"Ie may, 3 * aid. this 0 coloſſ 
nere already Joſt to France, when the conven- 
tion. voted for .the enfranchiſement of the ne- 
groesy bur che truth is, thas, at this time, our 
oolonies were, not loſt. The iſlands of Marti- 
nique and Guadaloupe were juſt retaken by the 
coloniſts, who were attached to the mother - 
Country., It is even probable, chat the projet 
of the decree of enfranchiſement was only pre- 
ſented to the national aſembly, ; becauſe the co- 
loniſts had driven out the Engliſh, againſt whom, | 
from the beginning, of 1793, they had frequently 
applied for ſuccour and protection. This is not 
at all aſtoniſhing. Briſſot was the agent of the 
Engliſh faction; he was at firſt deſirous of i in- 
troducing he Hovſe of Hanover i in the room ” 
that of Bourbon. His vie ws, perbaps, in that | 
inſtance, were pure: it was neceſſary to expel 
the reigning dynaſty, who never would have ſup- 
ported the revolution with fincerity. It is alſo | 
probable,” that he deſired the enfranchiſement 
from motives of w=_ but unenlightened philan- 
| thropy. 
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thropy. We wiſh even to believe that he died 
a ſincere republican, as he then ſaw a N 
| of 8 ee ps RY eſtabliſhed. 

At the vetiod i in which inen had ob- 
tained a deſpotic domination, the F rench party 
ip St. Domingo had juſt repulſed the "Engliſh, 


The diſtricis of Jeremy and of the Mole had alone 


received them, when Santhonax and Polverel, 
by proclaiming the enfranchiſement' of the 
blacks, lefr them only thoſe means * eſcaping 
rhe total devaſtation of their country. If we 
reflect with attention on the different circum- 


ſtances which led to the various cataſtrophes 
of the colonies, we ſhall diſcover that England 


directed all of chem, even thoſe which appeared 


the moſt hoſtiſe to her intereſts. Martinique 


was always conſidered as the bulwark of the 


Antilles; and Guadaloupe, as it appears, ſhould 


always have remained under its protection. "= 
the committees of the government of France 
had acted with good faith, they would have ſent 


an army of freebooters to > Guadaloupe, who 


» There were unhappy coloniſts, who, like ſome inhabit- 
ants of France, emigrated ſolely to eſcape aſſaſſination and 
butchery. The government and the law excuſed them, and 


re-admitted them into the country on proof of their mo- 
tives. 


might 


th 
pr 


-FRENCH REVOLUTION. | 109. 


might. have. ſecured her by iuclining her to the 


ſide of Martinique. Theſe are demonſtrable | 


truths. The entry of the national commiſſioner 


Hugues was evidently concerted , between the 
two governments of France and England. The 
Windward Iſlands made a vigorous reſiſtance ; AT 
1500 of the inhabitants were, as we have ſaid, © 


ſeat away and impriſoned. at Breſt by Prieur de 
la Marne, becaufe they refuſed, to #5 the oath 
of allegiance to the King of England 


ſhould fall under the axe of the guillotine, car- 


ried over in the ſame frigate on board of | 
which was the national commiſſioner for the 


civil department. It was reſerved to the de- 
cemvirate, and the Mountain which ſtood on the 


bones of a million of carcaſes, to ſend delegates 


and proconſuls, who, like the hangman, never 

appeared . but with the guillotine, Hangmen 

haue at leaſt the excuſe of the neceſſity of their 
e 


So many fs reports have appeared on the 
ſubject of the colonies ; the public opinion has 
been worked upon with ſo much addreſs, that 
the affairs of the colonies appear an inextricable 
problem. By what magic. was Pitt enabled on 


the zd of February to announce to the Eng- 
5 „ liſh 


It. was 
the wiſh of England that all the land-holders | 
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lim parliament the decree which Duffai was to 
propoſe on the next day in the national con- 


vention for the enfranchiſement of the Negroes ? | 
England adopted at the ſame period a ſimilar 


Plan in North America, by alarming the pro- 
24 prietors of ſlaves in the United States through 
the medium of the Congreſs itſelf, They 

wiſhed to force thoſe States to ſeparate from 
the Northern, or at leaſt to compel the ſlave- 
maſters to emigrate with their ſlaves into thoſe 
. edlonies they expected to wreſt from France. 
They perhaps even wiſhed to place one of the 
ſons of the Houſe of Hanover at the head of 


the United States; it is certain that the laſt 


treaty concluded at London with the plenipo- 
tentiary of the American government contains 


the ſeeds of great events. The diſpoſitions of 
that treaty are ſuch, that the period of the ex- 


piration of Waſhingron's preſidency is that in 
which the ceſſation of immigration will happen, 
and the queſtion will be examined, whether the 
flag of a country at peace neutralizes an enemy's 


merchandize, and whether the King of England 


ſhall give up the forts on the northern frontier ? 
Waſhington, who at this time keeps within bounds 
the Engliſh faction, is in his ſecond preſidency. 
The two parties which now divide the people 
| and the government are compoſed of the ad- 
herents 


a Me. aa 
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herents of Clinton the eee and "4 
the ſoo | 


Was it not Pitt char a 1b war hs: 
England a national war, by procuring that bars 
barous decree, into the paſſing of which the 
convention were furpriſed, of putting to de ch 
* 10 57 prifocers? | 


We 4580 had a deſtructive 8 in- 
ſtead of one wiſely and truly revolutionary z it 
is time that the coloniſts as well as ourſelves 


ſhould have a paternal and protecting govern- 


ment. If the ſcale ſhould incline to either ſide, 
it ſhould be to that of the colonies. Let us not 
encourage demagogy in the colonies, at the very 
moment we have found it neceſſary to reſtrain 
it in F rance. Let us never forget that Pitt's 


vaſt plan, his ſecret intention now well known, 


was to annihilate by diſorganization the com- 
merce and marine of France, totally to deſtroy 


our colonies, to diſorganize North America, to 
detach the Spaniſh poſſeſſions from the mother- 


country, to ſeize their commerce, as well as that 


of Holland, and to drive the French out of 


Aſia. The maxim of Louis XI. was divida et 
impera; Pitt's is to throw. every thing into con- 
| Wa, among kn WN and to reap the 
fruit 
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fruit of their diſorders. I have ſaid nothing of 
our Aſiatic poſſeſſions. Every thing depends 
in thoſe countries upon our having wiſdom 
enough to preſerve the Iſles of France and of 

- La Reunion, where we may faſten the electric 
chain, which ſooner or later will ſhake the Eng- 
liſn dominion in Bengal to the centre. 


If we return to America, we ſhall find Cayenne 
and Guiana in a complete ſtate of diſorganiza- 
tion. Let us again recur to the colony of 
St. Domingo. It is neceſſary for France that 
ſhe ſhould be certain of attaching the inhabit- 
ants to her by the ties of opinion and affection; 
| ſhe muſt repair all the evils which the coloniſts 
have ſuffered. The ſyſtem of diſorganization 
and death ſtill weighs down the colonies. There 
is no doubt that liberty burns in the heart of a 
black as well as of a white; but the blacks, as all 
uncivilized people, ſhould be led on to liberty 
by degrees and with the wiſeſt precautions. 
That which is of moſt importance to us is that 
the numerous ties of affection and relations of 
intereſt, which ſubſiſted between us and our 
cColonies, ſhould be reſtored. 


In the colonies, as in France, there has been 
fuch : a mixture, ſuch a variety of plots, of 
| action 


- 


1 
** > #S 
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Action and re- action, ſuch a conflict of the moſt, 
ircicable paſſions, that it is almoſt impoſſible | to 
reduce to order this chaos. It is a lamentable 
truth, that in the times of diſcord and anarchy; 
a ſuſpicion of evil and immorality leads into 
fewer errors than an expectation of candour find 
fidelity. It appears that if Polverel and San= 
thonax were the barbarous agents of Robeſpierre, 
Page. and Brulley were ho leſs ferocious ; . they 
might both have given leſſons in cruelty to 
eien ee or eyen to Carrier. 


Before we return to the political events in the - 
Interiar of France, and to the conſequences of 
the 3aft « of May, it is proper to give an account 
of the decree * by which the convention ordered 
that Roufſeau' $ aſhes ſhould be tranſported to 
the Pantheon. The aſſembly, which had at 
length expelled from this temple.the ferocious, 
Marat, and the immoral Mirabeau, was deſirous, 
ho doubt, of repairing the fault committed by 
our national aſſernblies in the deification of ſuch 
men, by placing the aſhes of Rouſſeau in this 
monument of glory and renown. At preſent 


he French Pantheon eclipſes that of ancient 


* This decree was paſſed the 26th Germinal (April 1) 
1794. We have inſerted it here that we may no longer be 
under the neceſſity cif breaking the thread of events. 
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Rome. What was that temple? Pie was 4 
monument to ſuperſtition erected by deſpotiſm. 

There falſe deities received an uſurped homage. 

It was not Cato that built that edifice; it was 

not the Roman people who laid i its foundations: 4 

it was the ſon-in-law of a tyrant, What a dif- 

ference between this monument and' that which 

a grateful people has conſecrated to her illuſ- 

trious men! There, every thing breathed the 

air of deſpotiſm; here, every thing proclaims 
freedom. There, all was fanaticiſm ; here, all 

is reaſon, There, every thing was falſehood ; 

here, all is philoſophy and truth. The cere- 

mony of the tranſlation of the auguſt aſhes of 

the author of Emile and the Social Contra?, 

which has been ſo much perverted, was per- 
formed with the greateſt pomp. When ſhall 

we ſee the Pantheon occupied by a Monteſquieu, 

| whoſe writings diſcloſe ſo many new and preg- 

. nant notions z by a Fenelon, and other great 
l ” 4< men worthy of ſtanding by the [ide of Deſeartes, 
f | Voltaire, and Rouſſeau ? But of what i importance 
b are theſe vain honours to men of ſuch immortal 
N | genius ? The true pantheon of great men is the 
ſiffrage of ages; it is in their vritings. There 
they have erected for Hang an everlaſting 
monument, 
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; Book XXVI. 


dere 7 Proofi 10 Details reſpedting the 
 Orlenniſt Faction, and the' Cauſes wbich pro- 
duced the Tranſactions of the 31/8 97 May.— 


Summary of the ſucceeding Events. Marat 


aſſaſſinated by La Cordai. Courage of that 
Heroine. — Her Charafer.——Condemnation of 
the proſcribed Deputies.— Circumſtances of 
their Impriſonment, and the heroic Manner in 
wobich they: ſuffered Death.— Puniſhment . and 
magnanimous Firmneſs of Madame Rolland, 
of - Dupre, fellow-labourer. with Briſſot, and 


Several other Viftims.—Sublime Conduct of 


Loxerolles the Father,” and other Priſoners, — 
New Details on Rodepierre. 8 MY 


oy 


W. z ſhould fink under the ack of the 
horrors which we have to relate in the hiſtory 


of the new revolution which the 3iſt of May 


effected, if we were not ſupported by the hope 


of being uſeful to poſterity. At the aſpect of 


the decemvirate, whoſe' power began on the 
Ziſt of May, the hiſtorian recoils with diſmay, 
and his pencil drops from his hand, as if he 
| ſuddenly found himſelf in the preſence of a 


| hideous and ferocious monſter, In order to 
„ fſiuſtain 
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ſuſtain his fortitude in the midſt of the horrible 
picture of death, and reflections of deſpair, which 

the events of this ſanguinary epoch preſent, he 
ſtands in need of the perpetual recollection, that 
'the principal authors of our evils, and of ſo 
many factions, have deſtroyed each other, in 
proportion an they wiſhed to exalt themſelves; 
and that the convention, aſſuming, at length, 

a ſhape and geſture worthy of the French nation, 
bas given us a conſtitution capable of quieting 
| / All parties, and has ſubſtituted in the room of 
the elements which crime and intrigue: had 
combined, elements of a purer nature. Our 
ailaſters were as eaſy to be foreſeen, ' as they 
were difficult to be prevented; a gòvernment, 
enervated by long corruption, and by an Aſiatic 
luxury; a court, whoſe haughtineſs preſſed on 
the nobility of the provinces ; ae al- 

: ternately "oppreſſed and oppreſſin ing, "whoſe Gnſo- 
lence, odious to the military nobility, wear ied 
| - the people ; 1 clergy, whoſe immorality and 
| pompous ſplendour inſulted che religion they 
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| | ple; a commonalty, enlightened and expoſed to 
| daily humiliations by arito-de police inſtitutions; 
ſuch was the aſpe& of F rance, when the revolu- 
tionary movement, on a ſudden, gave che vpper 


hand to thoſe who were called the Ti ters-etat, 


| | over 
£ 2 | Th 


. pretended to profeſs, and the miſery of the peo- 


F 
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over all thoſe who had before diſdained and op- A 


I'f*t 


of the revolution e to us the ſpectacle of a 
people juſtly exaſperated, ſtriving to avengy all 
the crimes, 88 and ſerious 2 . on their # 


r Sy SS BRA fr v M 4ST. 40 


ages, from power, pride, IT ng the moſt *£ * & 
profound contempt of human nature. F ortune, 
while thus elevating t the people to the top of ber 2 % 


| wheel, of neceſſity, alſo, raiſed a great number. 
of new men, | in the moſt extenſive ſenſe of that 
expreſſion. Thus i it is that ; a ſtorm, by agitating 
the vaſt boſom of the ſea, elevates to the ſurface . 
the mud and filth which a calm leaves in a 

ſtate of corruption at the bottom of the abyſs. 

Theſe new men wiſhed, for the purpoſe of raiſ- 

ing themſelves above their level, to reduce men 

to an equality of fortune; and to effect this, 
conceiyed the horrible deſign of cutting off 
heads. There alſo neceſſarily appeared among 

them ſome men of diſtinguiſhed talents, wh6, 
dazzled by their ſudden elevation, ſoon became 
intoxicated with their ſucceſs, The national 
aſſembly, filled with men of great talents, and 

Rill greater preſumptions, contained in their bo- 

ſom the moſt diſcordant elements; as many 

rivals as there were men of any pretenſions, as 

here were meg tt lad after er and wealth. 
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T hoſe aſſemblies brought together the moſt en⸗ 
lightened, but, at the ſame time, the vaineſt, 


the moſt enyious, the moſt. immoral of the ku- 
man race. In the firſt aſſembly, compoſed of 
the three orders, every one contended for thoſe 

of his own rank ; but, in the ſucceeding aſſem- 

blies, this food for their vanity being removed, 

theſe turbulent ſpirits, theſe zealous innovators, 
turned their attacks on each other; they mutu- 
ally ſought to eclipſe, to rival each other in 
power, to become leaders in the convention, and 
at the Jacobin club, An aſſembly of men mo- 
derately enlightened, and leſs intoxicated with 
ambition, would perhaps have been better. So 
many blazing comets could only, by their en- 
counter and concuſſion, light up a vaſt flame, 
and ſet the atmoſphere on fire. It will not be 
forgotten, that Greece would never have ſub- 
| mitted to the Macedonian yoke, had ſhe not 
Feen betrayed and miſled by her orators. 


5 + 


Beis we trace the conſequences of the events 
of the famous 31ſt of May, we ought to bring 
forward every thing which ay throw light on 
that calamitous period, we ure of our diſ- 
aſters, and on the innocence of the greater part 
"of the proſcribed deputies, It will be, at the 


kene time, diſplay of the dark plots of our 
1 tyrants 


To give an nd of the — * 
| lected by the deputy Bergoing will ſuffice ; theſe = 
proofs will bear the marks of truth in the eyes „ 
of all thoſe who have conſidered with attention Wa 
this ſeries of crimes and intrigues. A. powerful — 
faction, ſays Bergoing, dominated in the legif- - 
lative aſſembly, and that faction was the Orlean« 
iſts; but the repreſentatives perceived that it 
would only be the change of one tyranny for 
another, and they proclaimed the republic, 
From that moment, the ambitious ſought tg o 
ſhare, the chief authority; they leagued together, 
and prevailed ſo far as to force the legiſlative 
aſſembly to declare, that it could not * the 
country. Another conſtitution was alſo requir- | M 
ed; a conſtitution founded gn, a democratic 1 
baſis; and its commiſſion, its powers, did not "87 
permit it to form one. It was neceſſary, there- 
fore, to convoke the primary aſſemblies, The 
ambitious views of the municipality of Paris 
had already fixed the attention of the national 
aſſembly, At this period, ' Danton was the mi- 
niſter of juſtice; this place had been conferred 
on him by the Jacobins. The primary aſſem- 
blies were con voked during theſe days of mourn- 
ing; but the gomination had been previouſly 
made. It was well known that, .on a certain 
158 7 vogld name a certain deputy ; and 
| by b +, 


2 : 


chat Olen W fo infamdusy io | 
and ſo corrupting, ſo vile, that he had not even 
the courage or the genius of crime, would be 
the twenty⸗ fourth. The heroes of the 2d and 
434. of September had not forgotten each other ; 
they were the fitft who were named *, The 
| deputies of The other departments arrived at 
Paris; they were acquainted only with the Print- 
ed vipfles of the profligates who had ufurped 
the chief power; but they knew them better 
ben they ſaw them. The latter attempted to 
attract to their party all thoſe whoſe virtbes and 
talents they dreaded. They detached from their 
party agents to infinoate to the deputies of La 
Gironde, that a chief was neceſſary to fave Prance, 
which might de either a cribune, a dictator, 
or a triumvirate. One deputy even propoſed 
the nomination of Robeſpierre. When ſome 
indignation was manifeſted at the propoſal, he 
replied, I would be only for a ſhort time. The 
reſiſtance of Rebecqui, Guadet, Barbarous, and 
8 others of Is Cironde, was the cauſe of their 
being denounced by Marat in his journal, in- 
titled .. Ami du Peuple (che! Friend of the People). 


„The auttfors of the mmiifittes che 24 and 3d of Sep- 
demder were alſo the authors of anbther maſſacre, which took 
place a few days aſter at Verſailles, of the priſoners who had 
been transferred from the * at Offcans. * 


Cr, peaſed: + es and even writing, bog 


that 4 tribune or dictator. was neceſſary, and 
pointed out Danton, the better to keep out of 
fight Robeſpierre, who was already ſurnamed 
the Incorruptible, at the Jacobin club. 
While Marat, in his paper, was preaching up 
the dictatorſhip, the faction announced it in the 


convention. The reader may convince himfelf, 


by perufing the proceedings of the convention, 


* 
7 « 
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iT 


at the fitting of September 24, 1792. Marat, . 


in the interim, fought, by his writings, to de- 
prive the convention of the confidence of the 
people, and to excite an open inſurrection againſt 
it. The walls of Paris were, for ſeveral days, 
covered with placards againſt the convention. 
It was to remedy the abuſes proceeding from 
theſe provocations, that the "aſſembly decreed, 


on September 24, that means ſhould be laid be- 


fore them for raiſing a public force in the de- ; 


partments, to be at the diſpoſal of the conven- 


tion, and that the plan of a law againſt the 


jnoirers of murder and aſſaſſination ſhould be 


concerted, It may be eaſily conceived, that 


theſe regulations were not much to the taſte of 
the Jacobins. Thoſe, therefore, who had made 
theſe wiſe propoſitions, were the next day treated 


a diſguiſed royalifts, or agents of Pruſſia and 


56 - Pint, | Rebecqui i in ;ndigriation agooſed Robe. 
ſpierre of aiming at the dictatorſhip. Robe- 
| pierre: defied any deputy. to ſubſtantiate the 
charge. Upon this defiance, Barbaroux darted 
to the tribune, and ſaid, I will ſupport the charge, 
end will bring forward proofs. He then ſaid, 
that, having been invited to Robeſpierre's houſe, 
an attempt was made to convince him of the 
neceſſity of rallying round a citizen who had 
* erty great popularity ; and that citizen Panis 
bad by name pointed out Robeſpierre as the 
| " virtuous man, who was alone warthy of being 
 - thediftatorof F rande. Oſſelin ſaid, Robeſpierre, 
. 3 ven are accuſed; anſwer with frankneſs. Have 
1 d .\ Jon aimed at the difatorſhip, yes or no? 1 ſum- 
[ en you 10 anfiven, Robeſpierre made a digreſ- 
ſion, and never forgave Oſſelin, whom he after- 
. wards ſacrificed, for this apoſtrophe. Theſe are 
the men, whom the iniquity of the conſpirators 
1 conducted to the ſcaffold, under an accuſation 
. of federaliſm. To ſuch a degree had they ſuc- 
| _ ceeded in corrupting the morals of the people, 
that any thing might have been ſaid to them, 
with impunity. The emiſſaries ſent by the Ja- 
cobins into the departments, recommended an 
agrarian law; this was one of the great cauſes of 
the war of La Vendie. To relate all the horrors 
of the conſpiracy would be diſguſting. We 
muſt, 
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_ _ FRENCH: REVOLUTION? - | 
oſt, however, point out the ſource; it is to 1 
found 1 in the Jacobin ſociety 3 it is in n journals 


fimilar to Marat's, in thoſe filthy productions that 
the moſt immoral men have been panegyriſed, 
the moſt virtuous calumniated. The month-of 
March diſcloſed events which were precurſors of 
thoſe of May 31. They were prepared in the 


Jacobin ſociety at the ſitting of the eighth, Deſ- 


fieux propoſed the extermination of all the Briſ- 


ſotines, Rollandiſts, and Girondiſts, whoſe death © 
alone, they ſaid, would fave the country. He 


demanded the formation of a revolutionary tri- 
bunal. 

generals, and of all the members of the executive 
"council. A deputation from the 48 ſections, 
with Pache the mayor at their head, marched into 
the convention *, and aſked them if they were 


able to ſave the country. Speak, ſays the orator, 


For the people know how to ſave themſelves. A 


3 
* 
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Hebert demanded the head of all the 


member of the depuration, named Crenier, had 
the criminal inſolence to ſay, that he invited the 
convention to ſend half their members to the 
frontiers. From the beginning of April, a club 
of inſurrection, under the name of committee of 


 * Pache dared to ſay, that if he had ſuffered them to do 
What they wiſhed, all the convention would have been maſ- 
ſacred. This was impoſture. ' If the whole convention was 


not ſlaughtered, the reaſon was, that they only wiſhed to kill 
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public fafety, was inſtituted at the archbiſhop 8 
palace, and of which the commiſſſoners of all the 
Ections were members. From theſe Concilia- 
Þules proceeded all the calumnies againſt the vir- 
tuous deputies. It was thus that the ſections 
were diſpoſed to demand the heads of the deputies 
whom they wiſhed to proſcribe. The 20th of 

May announced yet greater events. Hebert had 
already denounced a feaſt of St. Bartholomew's, 


*® of which, according to cuſtom, he accuſed the 
+ Girondiſts of being the authors. The commil- 


ion of 12 received advice of aſſemblies at Cha- 
renton, in which Robeſpierre and Danton 
played the principal parts. The committee of 
public ſafety had received the ſame intelligence, 
The moment fatal to liberty, at length, ar- 
rived ; groups of perſons aſſembled in the ave- 
nues of the national convention; the members 
could not paſs without being infulted and me- 


maced by a crowd of malcontents, who breathed 


nothing but ſlaughter. The convention ſum- 
moned the mayor; Pache returned far anſwer, 
there exiſted no plot; that there was no neceſſity 
for the tocſin, and that all was quiet; that the 
convention might rely on his zeal. In the mean- 
time the Conciliabules were held in his houſe. 
The procurator ſyndic of the department denied 


allo the exiſtence of a plot, and made the ſame 
1 aſſurances 
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aſſurances as Pachez yet, at W - moment, 
the cries'of fury were heard in the avenues of the 
convention, and the impious were loudyfot the 
deſtruction of the national repreſentation... The 
miniſter of the interior like wiſe ſaid, that . 
was no appearance of the public tranquillity 
being diſturbed. All the conſtituted authoritiep 
were thus; it ĩs ſeen, implicated in the plot; and, 
in fact, from the night of the zoth tc the 34ſt of 
May, the tocſin was heard, and it proceeded from 
the city. The convention ſaw itſelf ſurrounded 
by a crowd of -mifled citizens, The infamous 


Henriot, that wretch Who had been placed at the 


head of the armed force, that aſſaſſin of the ad 
and ad of September, led on his Septemberiſing 
-accomplices.. The watch-werd was inſurrectian 
and vigour. When he ſaw the whole convention 
come out bare- headed, with the exception of the 
prefident, as a ſignal of the country's danger, he 
had the inſolenee to draw his ſabre, and to en- 
elaim, Ton have no orders 7 ive here ; return 
Fo your Poſts, and give up the deputies demanded 
"by the people. The deputies advanced. Henriot 
drew back, and eried out, To arms; cannoncers, to 
Jour poſts. Tventy- nine deputies, in ſhort, 
were proſcribed, containing in their number all 
thoſe who had combated the factious, the deno- 
minators, und the anarchiſts, in the tribune and 
„ 8 in 
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hands, which would have opened the eyes of all 
to the conſpiracy of the commune; his voice 
was drowned by the howling of the hired tri- 
bunes and by the vociferations of the faction diſ- 
perſed through the hall, It ſhould be recollected 


leaniſt faction, compoſed of every poſſible ſpecies 
bf corruption, of thoſe men, who, on the 2d of 


exiſted men of ſuch an abandoned nature; that 


rocious or inſane. Did they not fee that they muſt fall vic- 
tims in their turn? They were a ſort of ſavage madmen. 


$26 | SECRET. AISTORY. OF THE 
in their writings. This was the day which opened 
the road to Robeſpierre's tyranny; who, in- 
_ rreaſing-in audacity, ſoon abandoned the Orlea- 
niſt party, in order to elevate himſelf. - This Or- 


September, butchered 10,000 victims, was the 
faction which organiſed the 31ſt of May, that long 
ſeries of misfortunes and calamities, of which fic-. 
titious reports were circulated in the depart- 
ments; where good men were the more. ealily 
deceived, as they could not imagine that there 


there exiſted a commune of Paris conſpiring 
"againſt the nation, and a convention the ſlave of 
faction“. It has been ſeen in our recital of the 
tranſactions of the 31ſt of May, that Rabaut de 
Saint Etienne in vain remained in the tribune, 
with the report of the committee of 12 in his 


It is a e difficult of cadets to diſcover whe- 
ther our difators, our proconſuls, our tyrants, were more fe- 


that 


127 
that the ſound of the tocſin recommenced on the 
ad of June, and then i it was that an' armed force de- 
manded the arreſt of 22 deputies, whoſ er 
was afterwards augmented, The fie! alſo 
which the convention took of preſenting them- 
ſelves to this body of men for the purpoſe o 
leaving the hall is remembered. The reader has 
not forgotten that the deputies ſpread themſelves 
over the garden of the Thuilleries. Lanjuinais 
alone exclaimed, that he would die at his poſt. 
His intrepidity excited alarm among the conſpi- 
rators : 3 Citizens,“ ſaid he to them, * in 
ce barbarous countries human victims are led to 
< the altar by the people, after they have been 
te crowned with flowers; but we have not heard 
re that the prieſts of the ſacrifice ever inſulted 
et thoſe they were going to immolate. I repeat 
« to you that T have no right to renounce a cha- 
« rafter with which it has pleaſed the people th 
« honour me. Expect not then from me either 
it arefignation'or a voluntary ſuſpenſion, even 6f 
ee the ſhorteſt duration.” At this courageous 
addreſs, the tyrants turned pale; and if Verg- 
niaud, Rabaut, Briſſot, and the others whoſe 
names were inſcribed on the homicidal liſt, had 
ſeconded their colleague with their eloquence, 
the conſpirators would probably have miſſed their 
ain, and the Þroſeribed deputies: would have 
faved 
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the repul 0 Wald wele n per- 
fefted i odious. undertaking, thoſe whom | 
guſt. named wete- deliberating at Guadet's 
hovle, Deceived by the falſe report of an ill- 
ipformed friend, - who affured them that they 
were butchering their colleagues, and perſuaded 
that reſiſtance was uſeleſs, they did not undertake 
any oppoſition to the decree of arreſt. If the 
convention had condemned Henriot to death 
| when he ſent his orders to them, that ſentence 
might, without contradiction, have been exe- 
cuted, if it could have been promulgated without 
the walls of the aſſembly; but the conſpirators 
had intercepted all communication, and the 
people were ignorant of what was paſſing i in the 
interior. Since that day the nation was not le- 
gally repreſented; until the return of the pro- 
ſcribed, that is, of thoſe who eſcaped the ſword 
of the executioner. From the notices of Louvet, it 
appears, that another plot was in readineſs for the 
444th of May againſt the true republicans in the 
convention; for both parties aſſumed that charac- 
ter. Letters of a correſpondence between them and 
Cobourg were forged; twenty of them were to be 
arreſtedat the momentof their return totheir homes; 
each victim was to be waited for hy his Septem- 
Briſer; they were to be buried in a ditch dug for | 
dhe Pagel and on the next day it was to be 


declared - 
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declared that they had emigrated. This plan was 
concerted in the houſe of Pache the mayor of 
Paris. The committee of twenty - one diſcovered 
the ptoofs of this horrid plot; more than zo let- 
ters, written and dated at , atteſt the fact. A 


part of theſe pieces of evidence came into the hands 


of Bergoing, one of the members of that com- 
mittee, who. tranſmitted them to the adminiſtra- 
tors of Calvados ; and theſe laſt gave them up 
to the Holy Mountain, in order to make their 


peace. A ſtill greater number were in the hands 


of Rabaut de Saint Etienne. I am ignorant,” 
ſays Louvet, whether they have been preſerved.” 
Theſe notices are very intereſting, both in point 
of matter and ſtyle. Immediately after the in- 
ſurrection of the 31ſt of May, of the iſt and ad 
of June, ſeveral deputies aſſembled, and each 
ſigned a proteſt; there were 73 ſignatures, 
This proteſt did not ſoon make its appearance; 
it did not come to light till it was found among 
Duperet's papers, and this diſcovery led to the 
impriſonment of thoſe who had ſigned it. That 
event cauſed a conſiderable fermentation in the 
departments; it was not the ſame at Paris; and 
the tyrants remained in tranquillity. The de- 
partments were deceived, and their ſentiments 
miſled, by lying addreſſes arid perfidious journals. 
The counterpart of the ſcene acted at Paris be- 
vol. 1. * tween 
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| tween the conſpirators and the convention, was 
ſoon to take place at Lyons; the enterpriſe was 
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entruſted to a man of the name of Chalier, a 
Piedmonteſe by birth, and a fraudulent bankrupt 
in fortune. The commune of Paris haſtened 
his departure for Lyons, after the maſſacres of the 
3d of September. -He began the exerciſe of his 
miſſion by the execution of five perſons, who had 
been impriſoned for very trivial offences by order 
of the municipality. His plan of purification was 
to place a guillotine, the next day, on one of the 
bridges, and to behead all the rich merchants. 


The good citizens concerted meaſures to prevent 


this bloody execution. Chalier had been juſt ap- 
pointed procurator of the commune; and being 
well informed of the progreſs of the conſpiracy 
in the capital, he declared, on the 27th of May, in 
the midft of the popular ſociety at Lyons, that all 


the rich egotiſts of the town ſhould be executed 


the next day. The two parties, the cut-throats 
and the citizens, took up arms. They fought, 


and the citizens gained a bloody and long - diſ- 
puted victory: Chalier was condemned to 


death. If oppreflion had met with the ſame re- 
fiſtance in the other communes, the tyrants of 
France would not have reigned ſo long, and 
Lyons would not have been bombarded. © 

. | TO" | The 
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The firſt head, of accuſation againſt the depu- 
ties who were impriſoned on the 2d of June, 
was founded on their pretended oppoſition to the 
republican government. Facts completely diſ- 
proved this calumny, ſince, after ſeveral-months 
labour, theſe very deputies had preſented a plan 
of a conſtitution to the convention, who decreed 
the- publication of it; but the conſpirators were 
intereſted in putting a ſtop to the diſcuſſion. As 
it was generally believed that a conſtitution could | 
heal. the wounds of the ſtate, one was promiſed 
by the tyrants in a fortnight, and was found in a 
ſhorter time; but they themſelves ſoon ſet it 
aſide, and after having covered the chart of the 
rights of man with a thick veil, proclaimed with 
inſolence, under the denomination of a revolu- 
tionary government, a new ſpecies of tyranny. 
This word has ſince ſerved for the purpoſe of le- 
galizing the violation of every principle, murder, 
theft, and plunder, maſſacre and devaſtation. 
Petion, Buzot, Rabaut de Saint Etienne, Iſnard, 
Lanjuinais, Barbaroux, Louvet, and ſome others 
of the proſcribed deputies, made their eſcape. 
The conſpirators accuſed them of having fled, in 
order to light up the flames of a civil war. The 
aſſaſſination of Marat at this period gave weight 
to all the calumnies which the tyrants were 
pleaſed to inyent. Marat was aſſaſſinated in his 
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bath by a young woman, who came from Caen 


to Paris for the expreſs purpoſe of deptiving him 
of life, © Charlotte Anne Marie Cordai was born 


at St. Saturnin, in the department de Orme; 
there it appears ſhe led a retired life with her fa- 
ther, She employed herſelf chiefly in reading 
the hiſtory of ancient and modern times, and had 
derived from that ſtudy an ardent love of liberty. 
She had formed a habit of aſſimilating certain 
epochs of ancient hiſtory to the events paſſing 
before her eyes, and was probably excited by the 
famous examples of antiquity, to the aſſaſſination 
which ſhe perpetrated, as indiſpenſably neceſſary 
for the - ſalvation. of her country. She came to 
Paris, was admitted to the ſight of Marat on the 
thirdday after her arrival at the capital, andplunged 
2 knife, which ſhe bought for the purpoſe of this 
attempt, in his heart. She was immediately ap- 
prehended and delivered up to the revolutionary 
tribunal, Louvet, in his Notices, ſpeaks thus of 
this extraordinary woman, © A young perſon 
e came one day to aſk for Barbaroux at the di- 


tec rectory where we lodged at Caen; ſhe was tall 


« and well made, her manners. were elegant, and 
« her behaviour was modeſt ; her countenance 
e united to beauty a charm which ſeduces at 


< fieſt Gght; in every motion a mixture of gen- 


& tleneſs and "dignity proclaimed a celeſtial ſoul; 
ce ſhe. 


' 


< 


133 
«. ſhe always came in the company of a do- 
ic meſtic, and waited for Barbaroux in a place 
te we often ' frequented, It appeared that ſhe 
« wiſhed to be acquainted with the founders of 
ec the republic, for which ſhe ſhortly propoſed 
«. to devote herſelf, and to gain inſtruction from 
te them. I declare and ſolemnly proteſt,” adds 
Louvet, * that ſhe never communicated the 
te leaſt hint of her deſign ; and if ſuch an action 
te could have been adviſed, can any one believe 
ce that, if ſhe had conſulted us, Marat was the 
te perſon againſt whom we ſhould have directed 
© her hand? Did we not know that he was at- 
& racked by an incurable diſorder, which left 
C him but few days to live?“ Wie 
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Delivered up to the tribunal, Charlotte Cordai 
ſpoke only of the action as a duty which ſhe had 
. performed to her country and the human race. 
 T had, ſaid the, a right to kill Marat. She un- 
doubtedly thought juſtly, unleſs it be neceffary 
to efface the maxim engraved on the heart of 
every free-man, that it is lawful to deſtroy the 
tyrant of his country, After her condemnation, 
which ſhe liſtened to with the utmoſt ſerenity, 
| the drew out three letters from her boſom, which 
ſhe requeſted the judge to ſend to the places of 
their addreſs, Two were for Barbaroux; in 
n „„ Nv them 
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them ſhe gave an account of her action and of 
her trial; the other was for her father. She 
finiſhed her farewell with this verſe of Corneille, 
« Le crime fait la honte, et non pas Pechafaud.* 
It is with difficulty one can conceive an idea of 
the heroiſm which ſhe diſplayed in the long way 
ſhe had to paſs to the place of execution. The 
heads of the faction called Marat a martyr, or 
rather a divinity ; he was honoured with the 
 epotheofis, and the conſpirators cited his death 
as a proof of the federaliſm of the departments. 
They conſecrated the buſts of Marat and of 
Chalier. The conſpirators and their agents 
called all thoſe, whoſe ruin they deſired, or who 
did not favour their principles, ſuſpected perſons, 
or Modires, The revolutionary tribunal was 
accuſed of Moderatiſm; and the members of it 
were re- appointed. About this time the royaliſts 
of La Vendte, marching towards Paris, had ad- 
vanced to Tours. Lyons preſented the aſpect 
of a formidable reſiſtance ; the Marſeillois were 
in poſſeſſion of Avignon; Mentz was ſurrendered 
to the Pruſſians; the Auſtrians were making 
incurſions into Alface; they had taken Valen- 
ciennes, and ſummoned Conde to ſurrender ; the 
Piedmonteſe had entered the department of Mont 
Blanc, the ci-devant Savoy; it was neceſſary. to 
find more efficacious means than thoſe which had 
„ 5 been 
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been hitherto employed. All the young men 
from the age of 18 to 25 were put in requiſi- 
tion; and as the Lacedemonians marched to the 
ſongs of Tyrtæus, theſe youth flew to battle 
with an heroic courage animated by | patriotic: | 
Hymns, and among others the Marſeillois hymn. 
The conſpirators perceived that theſe young 
warriors, who had obeyed with ardour the ſum- 
mons of the convention, and the call of honour, 
would not be diſpoſed to become the inſtruments 
of their atrocious projects. They eſtabliſhed 
revolutionary committees and revolutionary armies, 
compoſed of thoſe whom they termed true ſans- 
culottes; men, in fact, capable of all ſorts of 
crimes and exceſſes. Their commiſſion was to 
elevate the people to the greateſt revolutionary 
height, and to impriſon and execute all thoſe 
whom they thought it would be advantageous to 
| apprehend and e EF 0 


In the mean time they preſſed for hy trial of 
the ci-devant queen, who was deteſted by the 
whole nation, except the royaliſts, and ſhe was 
condemned to death. She liſtened to the ſen- 
tence without any apparent emotion, but her 

firmneſs forſook her. on her return from the tri- 
bunal to priſon; ſhe burſt into tears, and did not 
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diſplay that fortitude which was to be expected 
from a daughter of the Cæſars, and, from the 
great character ſne had hitherto ſupported. After 
the execution of Marie Antoinette, the revolu- 


tionary tribunal began the trial of the accuſed 


deputies. They were long undecided on the 
choice of articles of accuſation, and of their 
victims. The charges were founded on a ſort 
of romance, or party pamphlet, compoſed by 
Camille Deſmoulins againſt Briſſot and the Briſ- 
ſotines: the author, who only propoſed to laugh 
at their expence, was far from imagining the 
fatal conſequences which enſued. Camille com- 
plained in bitter terms of this infamous abuſe of 
2 piece of pleaſantry; he declared that all the 
charges contained in his work were mere extra- 
vagancies; they took good care however not to 
attend to his remonſtrances. This romance, 
filled with evidently contradictory reproaches, of 


federaliſm and royaliſm, ſerved as a pretext for 


the act of accuſation. The witneſſes brought 
forward againſt the deputies were almoſt all chiefs 
of the conſpiring municipality, which was alſo 
their accuſer: but the defence of the accufed 
completely overthrew the charges, although the 
judge and jury had previouſly made the horrible 
engagement to condemn them. The eloquence 

| of 
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of the accuſed ſoftened their hearts, and dre 
iron tears“ down all their cheeks. The pre- 
fident of the tribunal, obſerving ſome ſentiments 
of compaſſion ariſing, wrote to the convention, 
that if the trial were much longer protracted, the. 
| formalities of the law would throw great em- 
barraſſments in their way: he added that in a 
revolutionary proceſs, a great number of wit - 
neſſes, and a long defence, were perfectly uſeleſs. 
This epiſtle, full, as is ſeen, of humanity and | 
juſtice, was eſcorted by a deputation of the Jaco- 
bins. The decree which authorized the jury to 
ſtop the procedure of the trial, when they had 
ſufficient information, was in fact a ſentence of 
death. The jurors haſtened to declare they were 
ſufficiently informed ; they coolly voted for the 
death of deputies the moſt diſtinguiſhed for their 
talents, and their attachment to that republic 
of which they had laid the foundation. The 
accuſed in vain remarked,. that ſo far from fats 
having been yet proved againſt ſome of them, 
their names had ſcarcely been mentioned before 
the tribunal, A military guard was ordered to 
keep them back from the audience. Valaſe, in 
a tranſport of indignation, ſtabbed himſelf in the 
court; Vergniaud, Genſonne, Laſource, Fon- 


* Milton, 2 Penſergſo. 
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| frede, Silleri, Ducos, Carra, Duperey, Gardien, 


Duprat, 'Fauchet, Beauvais, Duchatel, Main- 
vielle, Lacaze, Lehardi, Boileau, Antiboul, and 
Vigee, were the next day led to the ſcaffold. 
Vergniaud had provided himſelf with poiſon ; 
but when he ſaw that his young friends, Fon- 
frede and Ducos, for whom he entertained great 


hopes, ſhared his misfortune, he gave his vial to 


the officer of the guard, and reſolved to periſh 
with them. T hey ſubmitted to their fate with 
the calmneſs of innocence ; their laft vows were 
offcred up for the ſafety and liberty of the repub- 
lic. One of the companions of their captivity *, 
and, at the ſame time, their friend, affirms that 
they were, while in priſon, calm without oſten- 
tation ; that their minds were ſtrung to ſuch a 
pitch, that it was impoſſible to accoſt them with 
the common- place of ordinary conſolation. Briſ- 
ſot grave and reflecting, Genſonnẽ retiring into 
himſelf, ſeemed to fear to pollute their mouths 
with the names of their aſſaſſins. Vergniaud 
quoted to us, ſays he, a great number of ludi- 


crous verſes, and ſometimes addreſſed us with 


ſtrains of that ſublime eloquence, which was 


ſoon to be loſt to the univerſe, They were con- 


demned to death on the night of the goth of 


* Memoires d'un Détenu. 


Z October 
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October 1793, about eleven o'clock. The whole 
of that dreadful night reſounded with their 
ſongs, and their ſallies of mirth. It is the firſt 
time in the annals of hiſtory, that ſo many extra- 
ordinary men were ſlaughtered in a maſs. Youth, 
beauty, genius, talents, every thing the moſt 
intereſting, diſappeared for ever. If cannibals 
had repreſentatives, they would not be guilty of 
ſuch enormities. Many of their illuſtrious and 
_ unfortunate colleagues had taken flight; ſome 
of them afterwards fell under the daggers of their 
aſſaſſins; but others were fortunate enough to 
_ eſcape. Lanjuinais, Iſnard, and Louvet, re- 
appeared among us, after having encountered 
a thouſand dangers, after being concealed among 
rocks and dark caverns, and having ſeen a thou- 
ſand times the ſword of Damocles ſuſpended by 
a thread over their heads. Condorcet died by 
poiſon, which he adminiſtered to himſelf. Ra- 
baut and Guadet periſhed on the ſcaffold. 


We are arrived at a period, when the ſigns of 
patriotiſm were made to conſiſt of dirty linen, 
tattered and ſoiled pantaloons, cropped and ill- 
combed hair, and a cap of red wool ; theſe were 
exactly the round- heads, and, if we except their 
courage, the red brothers of Cromwell. The 
new Crommelilts; J. e. the Jacobins, and the 

N members 
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members of the revolutionary committees, mo. 
deſtly denominated each other, Brutus, Scevola, 
Cato, and Ariſtides; thus Cromwell's impious 
agents took the names of Kill. ſin, Maſes, and 
Abrabam, Every man and woman who dreſſed 
with any degree of neatneſs, were called Muſca- 


5 din. At this epoch, one of the moſt extra- 
i ordinary women that France has produced, loſt 
/ . her life on the ſcaffold: it was Madame Rol- 
bh if a 


land, wife of the miniſter ; ſhe was poſſeſſed of 
2 great character, and. endowed with ſuperior ta- 
lents in more reſpects than one. When ſeveral 
individuals went together to the guillotine, as it 
was impoſſible to execute them any other way 
than ſeparately; he whoſe turn came laſt, ſuf- 
ſered a puniſhment equal to that of death itſelf, 
every time he ſaw the axe fall, and the blood 
flow on the ſcaffold. To die firſt was a favour; 
it was granted ta Madame Rolland, in conſider- 
ation of her ſex; but when ſhe perceived the 
: deſpair of her companion in misfortune, ſhe in- 
treated the executioner to give him the firſt 
turn. Upon his refuſal, ſhe ſaid to him, with 
2 ſmile on her countenance, Can you refuſe 4 
woman her laſt requeſt? At length, he complied 
with her deſire. As ſoon as Rolland, who had 
till then eluded all ſearch, learned the death of 
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* enduring; 
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enduring and he ſtabbed himfelf to the hearr, 
His body was found on the Shoe road between 
Paris and Rouen. 


11 1 Braves, under the n i tyranny Oy 
Robeſpierre, was ſtained with crimes beyond x 
example, ſhe alſo afforded ſpecimens of the moſt 
extraordinary virtue, proofs of greatneſs of foul, 
ſuperior to every ſacrifice ; fuch was the con- 
duct of a young man confined in the ſame priſon 
with his brother; he was accidentally preſent 
when they called over the victims who, on the 
next day, were to appear before the ſanguinary 
tribunal. This young man heard mentioned in 
the homicidal liſt the name of his brother, who; 
at that moment, was not in a capacity to hear 
his doom; he anſwered the ſummons in his place, 
furrendered himſelf to the officer, and was exe- 
euted in his room. Lozerolle, the father, ſaved 


his ſon by the fame means, and thus twice gave 
him life. - 


Nothing ſo much alarmed, ſo much enraged 
the tyrants, as the ſerenity with which their vic- 
tims encountered death. The annals of hiſtory 
offer to the admiration of poſterity the ancient 
philoſophers, who met death without their cou- 
rage being ſhaken ; but if they had been led 
| to 
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to puniſhment with Robeſpierre' s. victims, they 
would, in this reſpect, have been confounded 
with the crowd; they would have ſeen with aſto- 
niſhment perſons of both ſexes, of all ages and 
ranks, demonſtrating the greateſt contempt of 
death. The women were particularly diſtin- 
guiſhed by their aſtoniſhing firmneſs ; the cauſe 
is perhaps to be ſought in the extreme ſenſibility 
of the ſex, which renders them more prone to 
exceſs in good as 1n evil, and which makes them 
think death preferable to diſgrace, if they are 
enthuſiaſtically fond of honour, or to the priva- 
tion of the objects of their affection, if they are 
torn from their arms. When the general who 
commanded at Longwi was condemned to death, 
after the Pruſſians had taken poſſeſſion of the 
place, his young wife, twenty-four years of age, 
and a great beauty, exclaimed, Vive le Roi, the 
moment ſhe heard the fatal ſentence pronounced. 
The barbarous tribunal, inſtead of imputing her 
fault to deſpair, and a momentary derangement 
of mind, condemned her alſo to the guillotine. 
The people, indignant at ſuch ferocity, followed 
her to the ſcaffold, exclaiming, She does not 
deſerve deatb. My friends,” ſaid ſhe, * it 
e is my own fault; I wiſhed to die with my 
« huſband,” 


? 


Dupre, 
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bs Dupre, fellow-labourer- with Briſſot in the 
journal intitled Le Patriote Frangois, ſhowed | 
ſill more energy and contempt of death. This 
young man, who, at the age of twenty-four, 
had acquired a great literary reputation, employ- 
ed his talents for the honourable ſupport of his 
mother ; when, on his appearance before the 
tribunal, he was interrogated as to his con- 
nection with Briſſot, he replied, © I knew Briſ- 
« ſor. I bear witneſs that he lived like Ariſtides, 
« and died like Sidney, the martyr of liberty.” 
In the fatal cart, he ſung, in tones of triumph, 
a patriotic ſong of his own compoſition, the 
chorus of which was, Plutòt la mort que I'eſcla- 
vage! Claviẽre, miniſter at the ſame time 
with Rolland, having received in priſon the act 
of his accuſation, and finding in the lift of wit- 
neſſes one of his moſt implacable enemies, ſaid, 
« [ will deprive them of the pleaſure of facri- 
ce ficing their victim.“ He repeated theſe two 
verſes of Voltaire, Les criminels tremblans ſont 
| traines au fupplice ; les mortels genereux diſpoſent 
die leur ſort t; and plunged a dagger into his 
heart. As ſoon as Madame Claviere was in- 
formed of this event, ſhe ſwallowed poiſon, after 


* 
* Death rather than aver! 


1 The trembling criminal is dragg'd to torture; = 
The noble ſoul is maſter of its lot. | 


having 
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having embraced her children, and regulated 
her affairs. The rapacity of the tyrants led them 
to confiſcate Claviere's fortune, as if he had been 
condemned by due form of law. The guillo- 
fine was termed the Minifter of Finance. To 
guillotine, according to BarrEre, was, 70 coin 
money on the ſquare of the revolution. The men 
of literature were the claſs more eſpecially perſe- 
cuted by our tyrant, againſt whom his heart, 
animated by an atrocious implacability, united 
the jealouſy of rivalſhip with the fury of tyranny, 
So Nero was the rival of Lucan, whoſe ſuperi- 
ority in the art of poetry he never forgave. The 
decemvirs alſo knew that the ignorance of the 
multitude is the ſecret foundation of the power 
of agitators as well as of deſpots. This is the 
reaſon why they inceſſantly accuſed the pretend- 
ed ariſtocracy of talents. But for the revolution 
of the 9th Thermidor (July 27), of which we 
ſhall ſoon have occaſion to ſpeak, Bitaubẽ, au- 
thor of a much-eſteemed tranſlation of Homer, 
would have loſt his head on the ſcaffold. What 
talents have periſhed under the axe of the dic- 
tators! What regrer is experienced by men of 
enlightened minds, and of feeling hearts, at the 
deplorable end of Condorcet, author of an 
eſſay on the progreſs of the perfectibility of 
the human mind, one of the beſt works which 
- "mi 
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has appeared during the revolotion;; of Roycher, 
ly;begutiful and ſublime, but of which rhe latter 
part is not equal to the. former; of Lavoiſier, 
the celebrated chymiſt z of Bailly,. famous for 
his. aſtronomical. reſearches ;, of Lioguet,, and 
many others. Rabeſpierre perſecuted alſo, with 
the moſt virulent rage, general Miranda, who 
was horn in Peru; and was well known in E ue 
rope ſor the -couragegus ſpirit of philoſophy, 
| which. induced him to. employ, a, great part of 
his life in travelling over the four quarters of 
"the; — 2 the. defeat of. the Pr Ma 


, lands, Miranda, by. his ſervices, added to the. great 
reputation which he, had, already acquired in Eu- 
rope. Dumouriez, knowing his, ſuperiority, was 
jealous. of him, and his hatred increaſed, * hen 
Miranda reſuſed to join in the treaſon which 
Dumouriez was meditating. 1 t has ſince been 
aſſerted, wich reaſon, that Miranda was as intri- 
guing as Dumouriez. It appeared that he was 
concerned in the plot of the 1 = Vendemiaire 
(Oc ober 4). 
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Robeſpierre had at length abandoned the part 
of d' Orleans, who had cauſed ſo many evils, for 
the purpoſe of advancing himſelf rapidly to the 
diftatorſhip. Robeſpierre delivered d Orleans 
over to the revolutionary tribunal of Paris. We 


hape already related the manner in which this 


prince, who ſeemed to periſn only £6 leave an- 
other ſtill more ferocious conſpirator in His place, 
ſmiſhed his career. Robeſpierre, Couthon, St. 
Juſt, and Harrere, had made themſelves perma- 
nent members of the committee uf public ſaſoty; 
Billaud-Varennes, a man ſtill more ſanguinary, 
Amar, and other wretches of this ſtamp, preſided 
at the committee of general ſaſety. We ſhauld 
ſtill, perhaps, have groaned under their'yoke of 
iron, had not diviſions ariſen among hem, either 
from the jealouſy of power, or becauſe they were 
not agreed upon the means of oppreſſion and the 
| choice of victims. © Unfortunately theſe: diviſions, 
which have ſaved the republic, did not break out 
before the gth Thermidor of the 3d year (July 
27, 1794). We have about eighteen months 
of crimes to retrace, taking date from the add of 
September 1792, which was the | commence- 
ment of the aſſaſſinations commuted by Robe- 
ſpierre. After the ziſt of May the tyranny 
knew no bounds. It was decreed at the Jacobin 


club to make terror the order of the day; this 
: | 4 was 
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was decreeing, in other words, a renewal of the 

proferiptions of Marius and Sylla. Already, un- 
der the pretext of imaginary plots, which had 
been fo, often employed, had the decemvirs 
wreſted from the con ventjon a decree of accuſa- | 
tion againſt Camille Deſmoulins, Herault, Dan- 
ton, Phillippeaps, and Lacroix. Camille Deſ. 
moulins, an author at once profound and inge- 
nious, who | had imbibed che ſpirit of Tacitus and 
Suetonius, vriting | with a ſtriking originality, 
and wielding with dexterity the ſharp? weapons of 
ridicule, had contributed conſiderably to the re- 
volution by his journal, intitled Revolutions de 
France & du Brabant. Deſmoulins was a fanatic 
demagogye ; ; he. had taken the title of Pro- 
Curator. general of the lamp -poſt, which would 

| have, been more Properly applied to Marat or 

Hebert; for though Deſmoulins was furious 
when his pen was in his hand, and exaggerated 
every thing, as was- probably neceſſary, at the 
commencement of the revolution, yet his vio- 
lence expired when he laid down his pen. He 
6 has been called the La Fontaine of the revolution, 
on account of the benevolence and ſimplicity of 
his Character. He, like moſt of the other 
. journaliſts of chat period, was in the pay of d'Qr- 
leans; but it was neceſſary, at that time, to have 
e capable of * che royal influence 
1 * 3 and 
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and omniÞ6rence®, Beſtobfnb n was ſhocked aethe 
blood which was ſpilled by the deremvirs in ſuch 
torrents, or rather he was made the tool of Danton, 
who rivalled Robeſpierre, and already began to 
tremble for his life. Deſmoulins, in order to 
unmaſk. the decemviral tyranny, a compoſed a 
journal, intitled, Le vieux Cordelier. © He pro- 
poſed i in this paper to eſtabliſh, a a commitite of i in- 
dulgence; he might have faid of, f juſtice ; ; for there 
is no indulgence i in ſtopping | the effuſion of in- 
nocent blood. The decemvirs immediately c de- 


nounced, in the convention, a new and extenſive 
faction of Indulgents. This word. of irſeſt © over- 


| turned. every idea of a faction. Great God! 


what a time! when a conyention did "not 1 riſe 


is. 


unavimouſly. to cr cruſh, with the weight of } its in- 


es be of 


dignation, thoſe who dared, to propoſe ſu ſu ch, an 


accuſatign. Robeſpierre could not forgiye e the 
1 2 


talents of Deſmoulins and Herault-Sechelle ; nor 
could he pardon Phillippeaux for having dared to 
liſt a corner of the veil which covered the treachery 
of the committee of public ſafery, f and the ſe⸗ 


- 4 


cret. of the prolongation o of the war of La Vande; 
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nor Danton, for bis ſyperiggiry in t "tribune, 
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We I ERE to blame wet fr having ehooght'is ne. 
eeſſary to change the dynaſty: the only crimes. were, the ſpp+ 
porting the party by every Wet of; gnoreaitys an nd the 


feleQiog f ſuch a' man as d' Orleans 4 iT! 
1 1 He 
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He beheld i in the laſt a rival ambitious, yet care: 
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less and indolent; comradictory qualities: are thus 


often united in the ſame perſon... Danton ap- 
peared deſirous. of repairing. the wrongs he had 
done, and of atoning for the maſſacres of the 2d 


of September the innocent blood which he then 
ſhed, fell at length upon | him; he ſuffered on the 
ſcaffold the juſt puniſhment, of his crimes. Fe- 
rault had been the agent of Robe ſpierre; he, as 
well as Phillipeaux and Deſmoulins, was involved 


in the prolerippen. N rs 
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Some t time after, by a new creation we" crimes 
and conſpiracies, the dictatars brought to the 
ſcaffold Julien de T oulouſe, Cbabot, and Ba- 
zere z they had previouſly ſacrificed. by the ſword 
af the law Ronſin, commander of the revolu - 

tionary army, Hebert, and many others of their 
agents. Thete was the conſolation, at leaſt, of 

4 obſerving ſo many miſereants mutually, and in 
turp, deſtroying, a and, butchering each other. 
The anarchiſt Hebert, author of the obſcene 
and ſlogvinary journal, intitled Le Pere Du- 
chene, fell a victim to his Machiavelifm. The 
fame fate was“ reſerved for Gobet, biſhop of 
Paris, and. ſome others, who firſt” ſet the dan- 
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getous example of. depriving the people of all 


RN \notions, by-abjuring Fame: pricſiboad., 
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Iz would, undoubtedly, be much to be owe 
that there were only miniſters of morality, as 

China, and that the name of prieſt ſhould be 
aboliſhed, (for names deceive the people,) and 
© that no religious dogma ſhould be preached ; 
but could the French nation, ſo generally infeted 
with immorality, be thought ripe for this inno- 
vation, without being prepared for it by previous 
inſtruction, and by the principles of education 
which had been acquired by the preſent genera- 
tion? Was it not furniſhing freſh arms, and new 
pretexts to the malcontents, who failed not to 
lay hold on this opportunity to ſpread a report, 
undoubtedly with reaſon, that there was a deſign 
of deſtroying all religion? ]s it right to preach 
to the people deſtructive doctrines, and at the 
ſame time to take away a neceſſary check, nay 
the only one, on the commiſſion of ſecret crimes ? 
The authors of this new ſcandal, of this new ma- 
næuvre, had a twofold end i in view; the firſt was 
to excite religious diſcord, and to increaſe the 
anarchy; the ſecond to dilapidate the imtnenſe 
riches of the cburch *, 5 The firſt of there; pro- 


[i] F 


When dur anceſtors e the fue ath ſo wack 
piety and magnifigence, they could not have a ſuſpicion that 
their gifts, would fall a prey to a band of robbers; thus it 
was that the ancient Roman wartiors did not imagine that 
they were triympbiug over the unjverſe, to enrich with its 


ſpoils their cowardly deſcendants, a 
| jects 


-FRENCH- REVOLUTION. 199 


jedts failed; the profound terror which 4 endaved 


the minds of all was ſuch, that the people, with 


the completeſt indifference, ſaw the objects of 
their worſhip and veneration trampled under 


foot ; nay, even joy was maniſeſted on the occa- 
ſion. The - conteſts between the non- juring 


prieſts, and thoſe who had taken the oath, and the 
pretended philoſophical diſcourſes made in the 


clubs or popular ſocieties of the departments, 
tended much to vilify the national worſhip. Both 
in the capital and the departments, the labourers 


were ſeen carrying crowds of gold and filver ſta- 


tues, and the pretended holy veſſels, to be con- 
verted into money. The ſittings of the national 
convention were conſumed in receiving the ſec- 


tions of Paris; whole communes, peaſants, 
women, and children, who advanced into the 


midſt of the aſſembly, clothed, in derifion, in the 
ſacerdotal habits, which they aſterwards trampled 


under foot. Thus the dictators ſucceeded in 


their ſecond project, of gaining Eero: of 4 
wealth of the churches. 


It hos bo: imagined that Robeſpierre began 
thus to degrade and deſtroy the national worſhip, 
in order to ſubſtitute another, which it might 
have pleaſed him to eſtabliſh. His genius was not 


proſqund enough to enable him to conceive be- 
forehand 
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| forehand ſuch-a plan; i, however, he had. not 
ths talent requiſite to create; events, it muſt be 
allowed he had ſufficient to enable him to lay 
hold on thoſe which occurred. It is certain, that 
when he perceived the facility with which the 
people were led to abjure, in ſome degree, their 
 divinities, he conceived the project of playing a 
part fimilar to that of Mahomet. He ſought 
vort, on that occaſion, in the credulity of the 
people, andendeavouredtogain even the prieſts over 
| to his ſide; he propoſed to the national convention 
in a long diſcourſe, by far the beſt of his 3 
to decree that the aſſembly acknowledged o 
ſupreme Being and the immortality of the Dit; 
and to begin by uniting the office of ſovereign 
pontiff to that of dictator, he cauſed himſelf to 
be elected preſident of the national convention, 
to preſide at the feaſt of the ſupreme Being. This 
man, of moderate talents and great vanity, 
thought himſelf a ſecond Mahomet, 'becauſe in 
the eighteenth century he had announced, as a 
new diſcovery, the exiſtence of a "God and the im- 
mortality © of the ſoul. It is impoſſible to aſcer- 
_ rain which | is matter of greater aſtoniſhment, his 
inſanity and audacious impodence, or the ſervi- 
lity, | the apathy, the ſtupidity of the convention. 
Is i it not an additional proof of the truth which 


we have already advanced, and which cannot be 
— 20 
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6 bien pa that nothing reſemblev iu eb 


more than a # large aſſem bey howevevnhghnened, 4 


from the very*eircumſtance of its being tie 


' r60s? This eannibal, whoj with Hands Raines | 


with the blood of his fellow'eirizens, offered up 
to God an incenſe,” which he rather addreſſed to 
himſelf, procured -another decree, that Probity 
and virtue were the order of the day. Again 
one knows not how to conceive ſo much inſo- 
lence on one ſide, and ſo much weakneſs on the 
other. Was it not an inſult on the aſſembly, 
and an inſinuation that he thought they had not 


made virtue the order of the day? What unuſual 


and barbarous language, #0 make virtue the order 
of Ibe dap, at a time too when he was daily 


butchering his fellow: citizens! It was adding 


1 and:1 pd to: OT: 1 ain 
bis 3 of irony 1755 iaſuk to ns 
victims, was that of all the monſters which the 
efferveſeence of the revolution had elevated to the 
furface; and it is the higheſt degree of cruelty, 
When one of the proconſuls, whom the tyrants 
ſent into the departments, to quicken the mo- 
tions of the guillotine, had done a good day's 
work, that is to ſay in their language, had 
levelled many heads, he wrote: We have put 
* this nn in train; we have aſcended to the 
| « height 
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* height. of revolution; we have made the rich 
Pad a five carmagnoly q the boly guillotine 
ct. goes on well. We ſeem, to hear Cartouche 
bn wy beh. ſword; my holy dagger. Were they 
deſirous of ſacrificing any one, he was accuſed. 
of being a federaliſt, without even taking the 
trouble of fixing the ſenſe of this word; or a 
yague. charge of being an agent of Pitt and 
| Cobourg was brought againſt him. When an 
- unhappy man, at the revolutionary tribunal, 
wiſhed to ſpeak in his juſtification, the preſident 
ſtopped him by ſaying ; You have not the word; 
an expreſſion uſed by the preſident: of the con- 
vention, which the pride of the judges, and their 
deſire to imitate or perhaps to degrade the con- 
vention, had cauſed them ridiculouſly to adopt 
in theſe aſſaſſinations, under the pretence of juſ- 
tice, which Barrere called bitter forms. This 
fame Barrere, in the ſame ſcoffing manher, which 
was as filly as it was atrocious, had the impu- 
dence, one day, to ſay in the convention, that it 
vas neceſſary to guillotine a great many, to em- 
ploy many of theſe bitter forms, becauſe, he 
added, the dead never return. Read the Roman 
| hiſtary! in the times of Catiline, Nero, and 
Tiberius, and you will not be able to find a 
time when appearances were ſo diſregarded. 
Was it — we cannot help aſking, that an 
fn is; enlightened 
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enlightened and Powerful aſſembly, that the 


whole of France did not open their eyes td 


theſe torrents of innocent blood-ſhed'by ©tfranty 
the moſt execrable; the moſt inconeeivable and 
monſtrous, and all in the name of liberty, 
-which was thus rendered odious, and aſſaff- 
nated, inſtead of being ſupported? Ho did 
Franee endure thoſe barbarous arreſts; thoſe 
multiplied proſcriptions, thoſe taxes and arbi- 
trary requiſitions, that rapine, thoſe *thouſarids 
of ſcaffolds and victims, thoſe violations of all 


more ſuſpicious; that crowd of ſufſirers of 
every age, of: every rank, and of every "ſex, 


heaped up togerher in dungeons, mutilated, tor 
tured, condemned, without any pretext; without 


even being heard? Ho could ſhe ſupport this 


crowd of ignorant pretenders, equally © knaviſh 
and ferocious, this hoſt of chief executioners and 
their. deputies, theſe revolutionary committees, 
theſe revolutionary armies,” more than 20,000 
citizens ſhot with ſmall arms and from the 
mouth of the cannon, drowned and aſſaſſinated 
in a hundred different manners z In ſhort, the 
image of death on every countenance, and on 
all the walls? All theſe devouring vultures of 
the human race covered France with a river of 


blood, 


rights and all priheiples, thoſe 'denunclations of 
perſons pretendediy ſuſpected, by others ſtiſl 
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ipod, and changed it into one vaſt tomb: -the(e 
Political quacks gave us u to opprobrium and 
giſgraee, - ſince. ie. had the weakneſs to enure 
chem. Mast do nouriſh theſe vampires *, tit 
France de vonted and deſtroyed herſelf farlo 
ng a periode, ds. it always the lot of the people 
to, be muzzled,,, deceived, wrung, - tortured, in 
&Yery poſſible mode, and bandied from fat ion w 
Flond. H:appenred, as ff dee et looſe all 
Scher furies at France. l dat Aiiupea Nin 
iis Jo noise 31043 etnNi bas ehlondssI 10 
20 We ade rens iel a chogde of dannihgla, 
of depepulators, f bloodfackens,: kad 2dpread 
| themſelves) from one, end: of Francei tothe ether. 
Theſe: mem were ſeconded: hy others,” who may 
he called therdregs of the nation che; {tum of 
ities, the offscouring of the cuntryl; they rr 
thiol er agrarian, law, the abolition ofddebts. 
d the hroſeription of the rich. Theſe dior. 
enizerß had. at their head inen not Sally de ucicl 
of. talents +, Jpgglers who faſcinated, che eyes af 
the, people; accuſations. were their, ordipary 
arms. A eee eee bis 
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| the Career is tetminated by the* tnoft* degratlit 
nlvery. Tbeſt are the only ciufes which tat be 


aſſigned for the ſtrahge phenomena, Which at 
this period, the depravity, the torpor of the 


' FRENCH. REVOLUTION... 169 


his father: | Virtue was proclaimed, hut a cloud 


of poignards fell on innocence; they called them. 


ſelves republicans, but never had 4 coriception of 


* 22 . 


which it ſuppoſes: the true tepublican would 


haſten to expoſe himiſelf to the axe di the ere· 


cutioner for the preſervation of innotenet !. Can 


dnn diſeover by theſe mars thoſe men ho put 


en repablienniſm on the-hovſe cops P 


n ee ot d 07 videgiyva bus ; SUM 


0 «When a'countiy; becomes 4 Peyte A band iöf 


tyrants and aſſaffins, poſſeſſed oF nothing; know- 


ing nothing, and fpringing froh! nothing; yet 
graſping every thing; the mofal ſentimenta uf a 


F 


nation. are enfeebled; tlien the people, in pro. 


portion as they tremble for theit ulery, for ther 
;ropeity,' fall into a profouiid "ſtupor; ate firſt 


no cxiſis arrive to rene y the national enelg 


+ ſenate und nation exhibited: terror. hovered bver 


both} The magical and always potent werds of - 


liberty, poblic ſaſety, and confpiracy/ itipoſed on 


che multitude, and ſupplied. the tyrants with all 


_ power. i „nge 1 % » iingNo"3; 2 
Our 


nid, then diffemblitis, and then torpid ; and ff 
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Our audacious tribunes had revolutionized and 
fans=cullottized, to uſe their Gothic expreſſions; 


that is, they had deſtroyed: the very nature of 


the language and opinions of 'the-countty,) and 
perverted the national manners. 90 Moderation 
was proſcribed under the denomination: of mo. 
deratiſm. Men were impriſoned for being ino- 


derate, as they were alſo for being 'u/tra<ritpely= 


tionary, or violent. It was a crime not to be a 
Maratiſt; and culpable to be ſo. When they 


did not know what crime to impute to a perſon, 
wWhoſe deſtruction they aimed at, he was accuſed 


of being an Hebertiſt, a Dantoniſt, and of other 
imaginary crimes. of a ſimilar nature. The 


| harbarous,: ridiculous and contradictory ini 


tion of fraternity or death was fixed on the gates 
of all the public buildings and of every private 


houſe. They were ignorant that fraternity is 


gentle, that it perſuades and does not command. 


Did they believe that liberty would triumph by 


means of anarchy, virtue-by crime, the law by 
aſſaſination, or e by death? - - 


we have: juſt e of ton new . 


1 ee by our Vandals; we ſhall inſert here 


ſome rellections on that ſubject. A new govern- 


ment undoubtedly, by giving a new, turn to 


_ neceſſarily creates a change in a language; 
but 
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but genius and taſte united have alone the au - 


thority to create a new word. No other word 
more known ſhould be capable of ſupplying its 
place; or at leaſt the new word ſhould be more 


ſonorous or more expreſſive, and ſhould give the 
language more eaſe or more harmony; this 


power ſhould alſo be uſed very ſparingly, leſt a 


language conſecrated. by ſo many maſter-pieces- 
of genius ſhould be rendered: obſolete and unin- 


timid ; but it is to be learned that by an un- 


limited boldneſs, it may be corrupted and its 


very genius deſtroyed. There requires an in- 
finity of taſte and genius for the adoption and 
naturalization of a a new word. 


Let us return to the deplorable events, a pic- 


wore of which we have to draw. To give at 
once an idea and a proof of the decrees which 


the Terroriſts cauſed to be paſſed, with the de- 
ſign of giving a greater latitude to their atro- 
cities, and of the manner in.which they enjoyed 
liberty, we will give a literal report of a decree 


paſled at the inſtance of Saint Juſt on the 25th 


Germinal (April 14) 1794. This decree, an 
eternal monument of diſgrace and weakneſs, 
which will always bear witneſs againſt the aſ- 
ac oa paſſed it, ordained the following 

vol. 11, ( M meaſures, 
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meaſures, which are of a nature that Canier, if 
made Nero's chancellor, would have ſhuddered 
at ſigning: © Every citizen, according to this 
e decree, is obliged to inform the conſtituted 
« authorities of his diſtri, (theſe pretended 
ic authorities were the popular commiſſions eſta- 
bliſhed by the firſt articles of the ſame decree, ) 
it and the committee of public ſafety, of all the 
« uneivic diſcourſes and acts of oppreſſion of 
* which he may have been either the witneſs 
or the victim. If, adds the decree, he who 
« ſhall be convicted of complaining of the revo-,. 
ce Jution, lives an idle life, and is neither 60 years 
old nor infirm, he ſhall be tranſported to 
"m7 Guyana.” What latitude is here given to 
vengeance ! What a career opened to informers ! 

The word uncivic being indeterminate, the reſult 

is that they might impriſon men according to 
_ the ſenſe which caprice * give to the word. 


c 


0 


Hobbes was in the right when he ſaid that a. 
democracy was a real ariſtocracy, a true deſpor- 
iſm of orators and declaimers. Robeſpierre, the 
one of our tyrants who poſſeſſed the moſt power, 
was far from enjoying the talents of a great 
orator. If he had not been a prodigy of diſſi- 
mulation and ferocity, he would have lived in a 

low and obſcure condition; he had acchmplices, 
£2 - but 
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bit no friend ; his countenance was clouded ; 
he was perpetually rubbing the lower part of his 
face with his hand, apparently for the purpoſe of 
concealing the play of his features ; his conver= 
fation was unintereſting, his ſpecches inſipid, 
verboſe, and intricate ; his heart was devoid of 
warmth, his ſoul of elevation, and his mind of 
cultivation ; he poſſeſſed but a half knowledge; 
and he was always of moderate abilities at ſchool 


and at college. 


10 proportion as Robeſpierre 3 
bim in the dictatorial power, the blood of 
the citizens was ſhed with leſs precaution; he 
alone ſigned the ſentences of death, and the liſts 
of proſcription. Dumas, preſident of the revo- 
Jutionary tribunal of Paris; Coffinhall, vice pre- 
ſident; Fouquier Tioville, public accuſer ; all 
theſe tigers in human ſhape ſold themſelves to 
Robeſpierre ; they might be called his execu- 

. Jioners, ſince they were leſs to be regarded as 
judges than as the miniſters of his vengeance. 
The preſident of this tribunal always ſent to 1 
Robeſpierre a liſt of the victims brought to trial: 
the tyrant marked each name with an A or a C. 
according as he wiſhed them to be acguitted or 
condemned. It may be eaſily conceived that the 
number * the acquitted was very ſmall. 
OS Through 
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Through an apprehenſion that the tribunals of 
the departments might be leſs inexorable, that 
they might not have arrived at that height of 
ferocity which was then the height of the revo- 
Jution, they at laſt brought the proſcribed per- 
ſons from all parts of the republic to Paris. 
The tyrant there experienced a more enlarged 
gratification; the blood flowed copiouſly before 
his eyes. The hiſtory of this infamous tribunal, 
which ſhould have been called counter-revo- 
lutionary, ſince nothing could load the revo- 
lution with greater execration, is in the higheſt 
degree diſgraceful to human nature. Scarcely 
did they take time enough even to write the 
names and age of the accuſed; they acted with 
fo much precipitation, that they. often executed 
one of the accuſed for another: the unhappy 
man in vain exclaimed, I am not the perſon. 
The reply was, “ whar difference can it make 
*« whether your turn comes to-day or to-mor- 

« row?” We will content ourſelves, in order 
to | paſs as rapidly as poſſible over this inexhauſ- 
tible nomenclature of crimes, with adducing one 
inſtance of theſe atrocious trials, taken by chance 
from a crowd of fimilar ſentences. 


\ 


A woman bad: an opportunity, in 1789, of 


. a ervice of importance to the governor 
of 


4 

of gratitude, made a preſent to his henefactreſs 
of twenty-five pounds of wax candles; and un- 
fortunately preſerved © the letter in which ſhe 
thanked him for the preſent. When before the: 


revolutionary tribunal; this letter was ſhown him, 
(for theſe judges ſometimes choſe to preſerve; 


the appearance of examining the matter before: 


them, ) he confeſſed that he made the preſent of 
which it ſpoke. The woman who had received 
it was ſummoned to the tribunal ; ſhe remarked. 
that the preſent had been made her before the 
revolution began. They rejected her defence; 
and this tribunal, hungry after victims, declared 
her attainted, and convicted of receiving goods 
ſtolen in the caftle of La Muette ; ſhe was con- 
demned to death, and executed. A large vo- 
lume might be collected of ſimilar N 
of ſimilar aflaffinations, | 
Terror, puniſhment, deſolation, ignorance, 
famine, general miſery, and nakedneſs, ſuch were 
the great means employed by the decemvirs ; 


ſuch were the ſupports of their power. Robe- - 
ſpierre, in order to arrive by degrees at the 
government of one alone, perſuaded the con- 


vention to ſubſtitute in the room of a conſti- 
tution and a declaration of rights, in the true 
. M 3 ſpirit 


De. 
CY 
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of the caſtle of La Muette : he, from motives- 
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ſpirit of anarchy, a centralization of pan. 
which was fabricated in à fortnight, and called 

a. revolutionary government. Theſe two terms 
raanifeſtly contradicted each other; but a nu- 


werous aſſembly may be perſuaded to any thing. 
Was not the firſt parliament of France formerly 


per ſuaded to prohibit the uſe of emetics and of 
the bark? The convention was not conſcious 
that it was ſurrendering itſelf in chains to 3 
maſter; it did not perceive the inſolence and 
indecency. there was in accepting and ſolemaly 
_ ſwearing: to ſupport a conſtitution, for the pur« 
ny of * Weide at the end of a t. 


& "4 13 D316; 


Nele "bi name ge" a eee govern-: 
ment, all the public functions were united in the 
committee of public ſafety,. where Robeſpierre 
had for a long time dominated. Then it was 
that this committee, become diQatorial, hurried 
into the departments that horde of ferocious 
proconſuls, whom, we have ſeen betraying and 


gaughtering the people, whoſe ſervants they 


were, and to whom they owed their pohrical ex- 


iſtence; ſometimes carryiog with them, it: their 


murderous circuits, the guilletine, at others de- 


claring it permanent, which was ſaying, -in other 
words, that the executioner was not to have a 
moment's reſt, Theſe monſters in miſſion, theſe 

_ 


D 
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Coloſſuſes of crime, theſe phœnomena of cruelty, 
hunted men as a German baron hunts wild boars. 
When the Engliſh ſubſidized the ſavages, and 
made them drunk with brandy, in order to per- 
ſuade them to bring the ſcalps of the Americans, 
thoſe. ſavages, thoſe Enghſhmen at leaſt were, 
not the repreſentatives of thoſe whom they but- 
chered. When, ſome ages before, the Spaniards, 
in their conqueſt of the new world, trained maſ- 
tiffs to the cannibal chace of the unfortunate and 
inoffenſive Indians, they were animals, and not 
repreſentatives of a great people, that were em- 
ployed in devouring men. The deſpotic Turk, 
when he makes his equal expire under the baſti- 
nado of a Bacha or by the cord of the mutes, 
does not ſay to his victim, Thou art free. Every 
event recurs in the hiſtory of the world ; Ma- 
_ rat's: companies, the revolutionary armies and 
committees ®, the popular commiſſions, were, 
under other names, what was called, in the time 
of other tyrants celebrated in hiſtory, barning- 
chamber, tar: chamber, commiſſion- extraordinary ; 
that is to ſay, aſſociations of men created, by the 
N of the ſtrongeſt, to ſlaughter, without any 


® CEN of ahi read anti- 3 3: for 
patricti/m, ſubſtitute the words ambition and perſonal intereft ; 
and you will have the true ſenſe in which our tyrants uſed 
thoſe words. 


M4 formality, 


* 
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formality, the weak. We have already ſaio, 
that all tyrannies reſemble each other; all ty- 
'rants have, like our decemvirs, employed the 
arm of terror; and it is not in this point of view 
that the hiſtory of the epoch of our revolution 
is new but what has never yet been ſeen, and 
what probably will never be ſeen again, is a great 


and enlightened people, who, during fix months, 


were mutilated, decimated, ſhor, drowned, and 
guillotined by their repreſentatives ; it is the ex- 
treme ferocity of ſo many public functionaries 
butchering thoſe ſrom whom they received their 
commiſſions. Rome had a ſeries of tyrants in 
ſucceſſion, or at leaſt at ſhort intervals; but 
France had at one and the ſame inſtant a hoſt 
of Caligulas. Tacitus himſelf would have brok- 
en his pencil from regret at not being able to 
paint all the crimes which ſprung from the mon- 
ſtrous junction of the ferocious Robeſpierre with 
the ſanguinary Couthon; of | the barbarou&Bil- 
Jaud with the gloomy Amar; of the tiger Col- 
lot with the tiger Carrier; of the cut- throat 
Dumas with the cut throat Coffinhall; and a 
thouſand ſubalterns ſubmiſſive to their orders. 
Mirabeau undoubtedly foreſaw a part of theſe 
horrors when he ſaid, Liberty Jept only on mat- 
traſſes of dead earcaſes, 


What 
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What a picture! the waves of the ocean 
| frelled by the mangled bodies which were ſe- 
cretly committed to the boſom of the Loire; ; 


blood flowing in torrents down the ſtreets of 
every town; the dungeons of a hundred thou- 
ſand baſtilles groaning under the weight of the 


victims with which they were encumbered ; the 
crape of death worn by every family the threſ- 


hold of every door ſtained with gore; and, as 


the height of inſult, the word humanity engraven 
on every tomb, and aſſociated to death: : ſuch 
was the lamentable aſpect which France pre- 


ſented! On every frontiſpiece were to be ſeen 


the Ny words of Liberty, Fraternity, 


or Death. Alas! the laſt was the only one 


that was realized. We have ſaid this before ; 
but as we move always in the ſame round of 
crimes, in the ſame labyrinth of blood, the reader 


will pardon us for ſome repetitions, in favour 


of the ſentiments which lie heavy on us, -and 
which, if we may uſe the expreſſion, imprint 
themſelves on our paper; and in favour of the 
deſire we have, in ſome degree, to lay our mis- 
fortunes before the eyes of poſterity, 


Our hand not being capable of tracing, in 
characters ſufficiently marked and ſufficiently 


deep, | 


Fl 
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deep, this long chain of horrors and of infamy, 
of folly and of calamity, we think it our duty to 
cite here an extract from a picture as true as 
it is energetic, drawn by Mallet du Pan; all of 
whoſe ſophiſms we are, however, far from adopt- 
ing. He paints France as a prey to an infinity 
of popular Neros, become the horror of their 
| firſt accomplices, and the executioners of thoſe 

among them who were deſirous of ſtopping ſhort 
in the road of cruelty ; ;. inſulting with effrontery 
their own laws; ſtopping every mouth with the 
chart of the rights of man; curbing the free- 
dom of ſpeech, of the preſs, and of thought; 
violating the peace of private houſes : breaking 
open letters; proclaiming a Deity, but pro- 
feſſing Atheiſm. This corporation (the Jacobin 
club). were not reaſonable beings ; the agents of 
inſurrection and the incendiaries formed a real 
fraternity, ſyſtematically organized ; they had 
their catechifm, their colonels, their majors, 
their captains, their profeſſion, their novitiate, 
their language, their points of correſpondence, 
their affiliations, coſtume, and watch- words. 


We have at length paſſed over this bloody 
path, this career of eighteen months, of eighteen 
. Centuries of crimes continually augmenting, un- 
| | til 
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til the moment when the diviſions of the chiefs, 
and the energy of ſome repreſentatives, who ſaw 
the ſword of Damocles ſuſpended by a thread over 
their heads, brought on. the revolution of the 
gth, Thermidor (] uly 27). It remains, firſt af 
all, to deſcribe in detail, and with their principal 
circumſtances, the enormities committed by the 
commiſſioners, This will be found in the 
abridgment which we bave given, in the follow- 


ing book, of a report made by *Courtois, aſter 


the gth Thermidor, in the name of the com- 
mittee entruſted with the examination of the 


papers found on Robeſpierre, and his accom- 


plices; a report which, one might imagine, 


ſprung from the pen of Tacitus or Salluſt. 


We ſhall concludes this book with a refleCtion, 
which appears to us to be neceffary. The ca- 


lumniators of philoſophy have dared to ſay, that 
the peruſal of Rouſſeau of Geneva, and of ſome - 


other philoſophers, cauſed this demagogic inſa- 
nity, and the enormities which reſulted from it; 
but had Robeſpierre, Saint Juſt, or Collot, con- 
ſidered or underſtood theſe great writers, could 
they find in Rouſſeau's Reflections on the Go- 
vernment of Poland, the apology or model of 
their abominable conduẽt? Has Rouſſeau ſaid, 
that, in order to attain liberty, it was necoſſary 

to 
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to pile vp heaps of carcaſes, to raiſe a mountain of 
enormities? Has he not ſaid, on the contrary, | 
that he would not purchaſe freedom at the ex- 
pence of one innocent life? Had the low and 
ferocious feoundrels, the blood- ſuckers, who 
revolutionized ' morality and juſtice, ever read 
Rouſſeau A Could their ſepulchral ſouls ever 
aſſimilate with the affectionate ſoul of Rouſſeau ? 
They would have proſcribed him, if he had 
lived in their time: as there are monſters i in the 
forefts, whom nothing can tame, ſo are there 
villains in ſociety, whom the n of ann 
can never huntunize, © 
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"Details of the Cinſpiregy of Robeſpierre. — Events 
Wi the 8th and gth J Bermidor ( July 26 and 
—Excellent Motion of T. allien #n the Con- 
15 vention. — Arreſt and Puniſhment of the Con- 
| Joirators, in whoſe Number were ſeventy- one 
Members of the Commune of Paris. Extralt 
of the Report made by Courtois, in the Name 
of the Committe intruſted with the Examina- 
tion ef the Papers found at Robeſpierre's 
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Coutbon, Carrier, Pache, and Coffinball.—Other _ 
Particulars relative to Barrere, David, and 
j Leonard Bourdon,—Law on the perſonal In- 
1 violabiliiy . the R epreſentatives. —Extra® 
. of the Report of Saladin on. this Subjef.— 
. Freſh T roubles, — Attempt to incite the baux- 
. bourgs of Paris to riſe againſt the Parifian 
Youth. —Hymn called Le Reveil du Peuple.— 
Tyanſactions of the 12th Germinal ( April 1); 
and of the 1f, ad, zd, and 41b Prairial 
| (7 May 20, 21, 22, 23). — Decree againſt Bar- 
rere and his Accomplices, —Other Decrees againſt 
4 Number of Deputies.—Puniſhment of Fou- 
 quier Tinville.— Deaib of the Son of Louis 
. AVI.—Curious Analogy between the Events 
d uhich happened at Athens, two thouſand Years 
ago, and theſe of our own Times, 
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Wi are at length arrived at a conſolatory 
epoch, that of the fall of our tyrants. We ſhall 
now ſee ambitious men, rivals in crimes and 
in power, deſtroying each other, like robbers, 
amongſt whom, though ſtrictly united when they 
are engaged in their murderous expeditions, 
violent diſſenſions and mortal confli s enſue at 
the diviſion of the ſpoil. The convention, con- 
ſidered in the maſs, is about to appear as great 


and. as Wik in its conduct, as it was degraded 
under 
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under oppreſſion. We hall ſtill, undoubtedly, 


have the painful taſk of offering to the view of 


our readers the enormities of our tyrants, and 


of their numerous and exectable agents. We 


feel, while writing this hiſtory, all the fatigue 
of ſuch details, and all the diſguſt which the 


picture of ſuch horrors neceſſarily inſpires z but 
at leaft, the image of chaſtiſement now hovers 
over the head of crime, and the proſper of a 
more proſperous ER preſents itſelf in the 
back-ground, | 


© So many ebnen, equally abandoned and | 


ambitious, could not remain long united. The 
envious and malignant character of Robeſpierre 
could not long endure his equals. His accom- 
plices wiſhed to ſhare the dictatorſnip; but 


were not willing to ſubmit to his power. Could 


there be any ſolid connection between men who 
knew each other too well to truſt one another ? 


The firſt mean "of diſtinclion ſhould have 
been, on the plan of the tyrants, an equality in 


ferocity; but there is no equality in human na- 


ture, not even an equality in cruelty. The 
members of the two commigtees of government 
were more or leſs tigers, more or leſs cannibals. 
Rivalſhip and envy manifeſted themſelves among 
cheſe monſters; one was deſirous of more aſſaſ- 

. 


ſinstions, another of lefs ſlaughter; one had 
more boldneſs, another more timidity. A ſchiſm 
ſoon broke out between the leaders of the com- 
mittee of public ſafety, on the ſubject of ſome 
victims propoſed for ſacrifice ; this ſchiſm trans- 
formed the decemvirate into two parties of tri- 
umvirs, who, during ſeveral days, ſtruggled to 
ſupplant each other; on one fide were Robe- 


ſpierre, Covthon, and Saint Juſt ; on the other, 


Barrẽre, Collot᷑ d' Herbois, and Billaud-Voarennes. 
Barrere, fearful of the event, did not ceaſe flat- 
tering Robeizierre; ; thus this Proteus, this poli- 
tical cameleon, boaſted of having paſſed through 
all the factions; he has been ſeen (his opi- 
nions varying with his dreſs): alternately Fenil- 
lant, Jacobin, ariſtocrat, royalift, modere, ex- 
altẽ. Robeſpierre began to perceive that he 
excited Barrere's jealouſy, and awakened the 


ſuſpicions of his accomplices; he began to 
apprehend ' that they would make common 


cauſe againſt him, He attempted to try their 
ſtrength; he declaimed vaguely, and turned looſe 
the Jacobins againſt them; by theſe means, 
he publiſhed che diviſions which had ariſen in 


the decemvirate *; this was a diſcovery of thei? 


* The term decerivirats bas been uſed as 2 generic term. 
Our tyrants weze never exaflly of the number of ten; they 


ſometimes conſiſted of * ſometimes of fix, and often 


of more, 
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| weakneſs ; he plotted the deftruftion of his ac- 


complices, and fell a ſacrifice himſelf. He had 
triumphed over Danton, becauſe that man; in- 
dolent and vain, imagined himſelf a giant, who 
might look down in conternpt on a pygmy. It 
is certain that Danton would have triumphed 
over Robeſpierre, if, foreſeeing the decree of 
his - arreſt, he had unmaſked the tyrant in the 
tribune. Danton periſhed becauſe he deſerted 
himſelf, and becauſe his natural indolence had 
kept him away from the committees of govern- 


ment: he, however, ſtruck a fatal blow at the 


coloſſal power of the decemvirs ; ; he dared to 
complain to the convention of the deſpotiſm of 
the committees. It is time,” ſaid he, * that 
it the convention ſhould re- aſſume the high 
te office which it has received from the people, 


ec and which it ought not to have given up 


te to any of its members. This is only the 
<« preface to my political opinions; I ſhall ſay. 
« more. another time.” This was a great over- 
fight ; when a man is daring, he. ſhould not be 
daring by halves. If, at this moment, he had 
attacked the tyrants to their face, he would cer- 
tainly have. ruined them. It was then that Ca- 


mille Deſmoulins publiſhed his journal called 


Le vieux Cordelier. He deſcribed, in the ſevereſt 


terms, the crimes of the dominators, and their 
ſyſtem 
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ſyſtem of terror; this was another blow againſt 
the tyranny. If the revolution has devoured in 


their turns all the different oppreſſors who have 
appeared on this moving theatre, ſhe has alſo, 


like the Saturn of fabulous ſtory, devoured her 


children and her ſupporters. The ſcaffold was, 
as we have ſeen, the recompence of Camille Deſ- 
moulins. Thus periſhed the generous writer, 
who, on the 14th of July 1789, mounted on a 
table in the Palais Royal, with two piſtols in his 
hand, gave to the people the ſignal of liberty, 


by hoiſting the national cockade, and decided 
the capture of the Baſtille. His name, notwith- 


ſtanding ſome political errors, which he has well 
repaired by unmaſking our tyrants in his laſt 
work, will live in the Pantheon of hiſtory, 


In the meantime Robeſpierre ſaw the ſtorm 
ready to burſt on his head; the Plain in the con- 
vention began to rouſe itſelf to energy, and the 
Mountain was not entirely his; a part of it re- 
gretted Danton. Robeſpierre became more 
| gloomy and more ſuſpicious; he thirſted for 
more blood ; he already looked pale from the ap- 
proach of death, according to the ſtrong expreſ- 
ſion of Courtois ; he ſpoke of nothing but aſſaſſi- 
nations, arreſts, and puniſhments ; this is the lot 
of all tyrants ; he whom all the world fears, ſoon 

vol. II, N | learns 
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learns to fear all the world. He again attempted 
to cut off part of the convention, and to make 
another 31ſt of May; it was the renewed project 
of attempting the integrality of the national re- 
preſentation which divided the decemvirs, and 
accelerated the deſtruction of a horde of barba- 
rians, the poſſibility of whoſe exiſtence poſterity 
will never conceive, Since the atheiſtical feſtival 
to the Supreme Being, when Robeſpierre, who 
wiſhed to unite the patriarchate and the dictator- 
ſhip, by declaring himſelf the head of a ſect, was 
| intoxicated with the incenſe which he pretended 
to offer to God, he had ordered the public accu- 
ſer, Fouquier Tihville, to ſele& a ſmaller num- 
ber of victims from among the prieſts. Upon 
the point of putting in execution his plan of do- 
mination, he thought it neceſſary to begin by 
conciliating a body of men always powerful with 
the people, and always diſpoſed to ſupport deſ- 
potiſm, in hopes of a reciprocal ſupport. Ne- 
vertheleſs, in order to ſatisfy the cannibal voracity 
of his colleagues, and the ardeat thirſt of blood 
which conſumed their vitals, he took care to pro- 
vide a copious ſupply of conſpirators, ſuch as 
never were known before, old and infirm men, 
women, and children. So much humanity and 
compaſſion did not ſatisfy Vadier, a member of 
the committee of general ſafety, one of the 
| | twa 
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two committees. of government. © Since it is 
<6. neceſſary,” ſaid Vadier, © to depopulate 
t France, to deſtroy the human race, why ſpare 


« the prieſts, the fanatics, anStheir preachers?” 


Vadier ſoon obtained a decree, which ſent, by 
means of an abſurd conſpiracy, two of the illu- 
minated, an old and fooliſh woman named Ca- 
therine Theos, and an enthuſiaſt called Dom 
Gerle, to the revolutionary tribunal, that, i is to 
fay, to death, This boldneſs of Vadier aſtoniſhed 
the modern pontiff Robeſpierre, He com- 


manded Fouquier not to guillotine the two en- 


thuſiaſts. Vadier, who knew that the threats of 


a tyrant are like the lightning which precedes the 


thunder, immediately turned againſt Robeſpierre. 


The choice of ather victims completed the divi- 
ſions among the decemvirs. The 8th Ther- 1 


midor (July 26th) arrived. The aſſaſſins, di- 
vided againſt each other, could not be long toge- 


ther without declaring themſelves. The plot, 


which was concerted for the proſcription of a cer- 
tain number of deputies, could be delayed no 
longer. Robeſpierre was in the tribune holding 


one of theſe murderous reports which prepared 
an attack on the national repreſentation, The 


aſſembly preſerved the ſilence of terror, and the 
conteſt between the oppreſſors themſelves was 
about to commence, We ſhall develope the 


minuteſt circumſtances of the famous firtings of 
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the 8th and gth Thermidor, (July 26 and 27,) 
which have ſaved, but were intended to deſtroy, 
the republic; but we ought to obſerve, before 
we enter into the details of this great event, that 
Tallien was not the only one who had formed the 
defign of ſtabbing the dictator in full ſenate. 
Many other deputies had conceived this generous | 
project ; but ſuch was the aſtoniſhing popularity ; 
and reputation for patriotiſm which Robeſpierre 
had acquired, that he would have been placet in 

the Pantheon by the people, and his aſſaſſins 

would have experienced the ſame fate with the 
murderers of Cæſar. Robeſpierre had leſs ta- 
lents and fewer perſonal reſources than Rienzi, 
he was of as moderate abilities as Mazaniello; 
like them he had the people on his ſide, and if he 

Was deſerted by them on the laſt plot, it was be- 
dauſe he had neglected the proper meaſure for 

preparing their minds for it; particularly he had 

not diſtributed money enough. 


It is impoſſible, however, to think without 
ſhuddering on the danger to which the public 
welfare was expoſed by Robeſpierre, The mu- 
nicipality of Paris, the head of the armed force, 
the tribunals, the public opinion itſelf, were all 
influenced by a ſingle man, who held in his hand 
the lives and fortunes of the citizens, Liſts of 

mp 
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proſcription were iſſued every morning from the 


cabinet of this tyrant, who preferred the cold atro- 


city of Sylla, to the furious exceſſes of Catiline. 
The danger of the convention was ſuch, on the 
© night between the gth and 1oth Thermidor, 
(July 27 and 28,) that if Robeſpierre and the 


* inſurgent commune had at firſt marched againſt 


them, they would have maſſacred the whole aſ- 
ſembly. The convention was guarded only by 


about 400 men, diſperſed in the different ave- 


nues of the hall; the ſections had not yet had ſuf- 
ficient time to rally tound them; they might 


alſo haye been ſlaughtered by the armed troop 
which. Henriot collected, as we ſhall ſee in the 


ſubſequent narration, from the committee of ge- 


neral ſafety. Robeſpierre and Henriot poſſeſſed 


neither the genius nor the courage requiſite for a 


great plot; they wanted theſe two qualifications, 
the laſt which fortune could offer them. The 
conſpirators had, from the period of 13th and 
Aath Vendemiaire, (October 4 and 5, ) neither 
chiefs ſufficiently enlightened, nor well concerted 


plans. If the conſpirators appeared ſo little ca- 


pable of action, it was not ſo with the convention: 
they ſhewed themſelves equally intrepid, vigi- 


lant, and enlightened. The poniard which 
Tallien diſplayed, in readineſs to ſtrike Robe : 


_m_ electrified the whole aſſembly. Hatred, 
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| This diſcourſe was deſired to be printed; Cou- 
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ſuſpicion; and vengeance were accumulated im 
every heart; their ſentiments were the more 
lively from having been ſuppreſſed and concen- 


trated; ; the conſpirators ſhould have been on 


their guard againſt him. Robeſpierre had not * 
capacity enough to perceive, that liberty obſerves, 
with the vigilance of ſuſpicion, thoſe who wiſh to 


_ elevate themſelves above her. He had not t ap- 
peared 1 in the convention for a long period; on 
the 8th Thermidor (July 26th) he aſcended, 


as we have juſt ſaid, the tribune z ze read a long 
diſcourſe, in which, after having, as was his 


cuſtom, vaunted his virtue, he complained of, 


| having been calumniated ; he pointed out the 


enemies of the people, that is to ſay, his own; he 


| pronounced a virulent declamation againſt the 


operations of the government, in which, he aſ- 
ſerted, he had taken no part for more than four 
decades. He harangued, ſucceſſively, againſt the 
committees of public ſafety, of general ſefety, 
and of the finances; he accuſed thoſe commit 
tees of having ſent away the cannoneers of Paris ; ; 
he pretended that the patriots were oppreſled; 
he blamed the enthuſiaſm with which the conven- 
tion was informed of the victories of the repub- 
lie; and finally declared, that he ſhould propoſe 
the only meaſures which could fave the country, 


thon 
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chon demanded that it ſhould be ſent to all the 
communes, Theſe two propoſitions were at firſt 
decreed. Cambon *, whoſe financial operations 


this diſcourſe miſrepreſented, attacked with 


| Energy the deſpotiſm of Robeſpierre, whoſe ſingle | 
will had paralyzed a decree paſſed above a 
month, on a report of the committee of public 


ſafety on the ſubje& of annuities. Billaud- Va- 


rennes declared, that the convention was impoſed 
upon as to the cannoneers; for of the 48 compa- 


nies there remaiffed 33 at Paris, and a decree 


ordained that half ſhould always remain there. 
He added, that the maſk ſhould be taken off 


from every countenance; and that, if the mem- 
bers of the convention did not enjoy the freedom 
of opinion, he had rather that his carcaſe ſnould 


become the throne of an ambitious man, than : 
| that by his ſilence he ſhould become the accom- 
plice of * crimes f. The deputy Panis re- 


proached 


* This Cambon was a viin, obſtinate, and vulgar man, 
devoid of eloquence, but fiery and headftrong in the tribune 


5 Fa of his talents in finance conſiſted in robbing indivi- 


duals legally, that is to » ay by a . to enrich the publie 
treaſury. | 


"Þ The' Gini He had been till that very moment the 
accomplice of Robeſpierre. It is a lamentable truth, whic 


the hiſtorian cannot conceal; that none of theſe deputies at- 


vey. the tyrant and the tyranny, while the blood of the 


N * Citizens, 
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proached Robeſpierre with driving from the Jas. 
cobin club all the men of energy who would not 
bend under his yoke, and called on him to ſay 
whether it were true that he had proſcribed ſe- 


veral deputies, among whom he (Panis) was to 
be found. The diſcuſſion was renewed on the 


propriety of ſending Robeſpierre's ſpeech to the 
commune. Several members ſucceſſively un- 
folded the dangers which would ariſe from ſend- 


ing the accuſation to the commune, without ſub · 


joining the reply of the committees of govern- 


ment. The convention reported the decree. 
Such was the ſitting of the 8th; Robeſpierre' 8 


ſpeech will ſuffice to prove his intentions of a con · 


ſpiracy, even to the moſt incredulous. 


On the ſitting of the gth, Saint Juſt pro- 


nounced a diſcourſe, nearly to the ſame purpoſe 


as Robeſpierre's. He aſſured the aſſembly that 
he was devoted to no party; and that if the tri- 


bune were to become to him, as it had to fo 


citizens, and even of their colleagues, was ſpilled in torrents 
at the caprice of the dictators; they ſhewed no energy till 
they were threatened themſelves. The nobfe action of Tal- 
lien would have been ſublime, if it had been inſpired by the 
love of his country, and not by a defire of ſaving himſelf and 
his miſtreſs, The people have not been regarded as any 
thing. We ſhall ſee, in the ſequel, Billaud himſelf propoſing 
to the Jacobins to march againſt the convention, 


many 
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many others, a Tarpeian rock, he would no leſs 


_ the cauſe of the diviſion which had broken 

Tallien interrupted him by a motion Py 
50 No good citizen,” ſaid he, „can 
« reſtrain his tears, when he reflects on the un- 
cc fortunate ſituation to which the public inte- 
« reſt is reduced. We ſee every where diſcord 
ce prevailing, Yeſterday a member of the go- 
ec vernment inſulated himſelf; to-day another 
« does the ſame. I demand that the curtain be 
ec entirely drawn aſide.” Billaud-Varennes ſpoke 
next, and ſaid, that on the preceding evening 
the Jacobin - ſociety was filled with hired men, 


fiace none of them had a ticket. They opened 


there, added he, the deſign of butchering the na- 
tional convention. Billaud pointed out one of 
thoſe men who menaced the repreſentatives of 
the people on the Mountain; the wretch was ap- 
prehended. The ſpeaker afterwards expreſſed 
his aſtoniſhment at ſeeing in the tribune Saint 
| Juſt, who had promiſed the two committees to 
ſubmit this diſcourſe to their conſideration before 
he read it, and to ſuppreſs it, if it ſhould appear 
to them to be dangerous: You will-ſhudder 
te with horror,“ added he, © when you are 


ce told that the armed force is entruſted to the 


« hands of parricides; when you learn that 


wy thoſe who accuſe the government of putting 
te at 
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« at the head of the forces conſpirators and no- 
te bles, are the very perſons who compelled us to 
tt place there the only nobles who are among 
« them; when you are informed that he who 
« complains that the patriots are oppreſſed, ar- 
| © reſted the beſt revolutionary committee in 
« Paris, though only two of its members had 
ee been denounced. When Robeſpierre told 
te you that he has abſented himſelf from the 
et committee becauſe he was oppreſſed, he did 
<« not tell you that it was becauſe, after having 
& had his will there for ſix months, he met with 
« reſiſtance only at the moment when he wiſhed 
ce to paſs the decree of the 22d Prairial (June 
e 16). Know, that yeſterday the preſident of | 
te the revolutionary tribunal openly propoſed to 
« drive from the convention all the men of im- 
ee purity, that is to ſay, all whom it was wiſhed to 
te facrifice : but the nation is there; the patriots 
c know how to meet death for the ſalvation of 
te their country.” Yes, yes, exclaimed all the 
members. © The men,” continued Billaud, 
ce who are inceſſantly talking of virtue, are thoſe 
ee who trample her under foot. A fecretary of 
« the committee of public ſafety had ſtolen - 
 & 114,000 livres *. I demanded his arreſt, Robe- 


* 47501, ſterling. 
| se ſpierre 
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« ſpierre prevented his being apprehended, The 
ce firſt time that I denounced Danton in the 
« committee, Robeſpierre roſe like a madman, 
ce and exclaimed that I wiſhed to deſtroy: the 
« beſt patriots, and the next day he . | 
ce accuſed Dantom i in the convention.” | | 


| Nobeſpierre | darted | to che wile ; an uni- 
verſal cry aroſe of down with the tyrant. © The 


« vail is rent,” ſaid Tallien; “ every thing an- 
« nounces that the enemy of the national repre- 
« ſentation is about to fall under her blows. 
« I was yeſterday preſent at the ſitting of the 
« Jacobins; I ſaw the army of this ſecond 
«.Cromwell marſhalled, and I have armed my- 
« ſelf with a poniard to ſtab him to the heart, 
if the convention ſhould not have the courage 


te to decree his accuſation, ' I demand that the 
ce convention declare itſelf permanent for the 


« ſalvation of the people, that it decree the 


c arreſt of Henriot and his Efat. major. The 


convention inſtantly decreed the permanence of 


its ſittings, and the arreſt of Henriot and his 
Etat-major ; and alſo that of Dumas, prelidpat of 
the revolutionary tribunal *, 


ky Robeſpierre had no doubt a preſentiment of the blow | 
which Tallien aimed at him. He uſed to ſay, I cannot {ee 
that Tallien without ſpuddering. OS 
; h | Robeſpierre 
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Robeſpierre inſiſted upon being heard. The 
cry of down with the tyrant was renewed. Bar- 
rere advanced to the tribune. The convention 
| decreed that he ſhould be heard. He made a 
report in the name of the two committees, and 
| Propoſed at the end a decree relative to the pro- 
viſional organization of the national guard at 
Paris; he alſo propoſed a proclamation to the 
French people, inviting them to rally round the 
national repreſentatives. The diſcuſſion on 
| Robeſpierre was continued. Several members 
ſucceſſively accuſed Saint Juſt, Couthon, Lebas, 
and Robeſpierre the younger, as accomplices of 
the tyrant. The decree of arreſt was put to the 
vote, and paſſed againſt them. Collot d'Herbois 
announced new facts againſt Robeſpierre and his 
agent Saint Juſt. Robeſpierre attacked him 
with the moſt opprobrious language ; the indig- 
nant aſſembly ordered the decree of arreſt to be 
put in force. The preſident announced chat the 
officer met with reſiſtance from the accuſed, 
The convention ordered that they ſhould deſcend 
to the bar, whence they were led away by the 
ſoldiery. | d 


In the night of the gth, the convention was 
informed that the individuals who had been 
arreſted, inſtead of being received at the priſon 

| 7 SE . 
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of the Luxembourg, had been ſent by the officer 
on duty to the Hotel-de-Ville, where they had 
riſen in actual rebellion againſt the national re- 
preſentative. Collot d' Herbois arrived and ſaid: 
« Citizens, this is the time to die at our poſts, 
« A ſet of armed villains have attacked the 
« committee of general ſafety, and have made 


« themſelves maſters of it. It is reported that 


« Henriot has juſt eſcaped from this committee, 


te and that he is led about in triumph.” The 


convention inſtantly outlawed all thoſe who were 


included in the decree of arreſt, and who had 


either reſiſted or fled from its execution. The 
deputy Barras was appointed, at the motion of 
the two committees, to direct the armed force; 
and to him were added fix members, inveſted 
with the ſame powers as the repreſentatives of 
the people with the armies. 


* 


In the interim, ſeveral of the ſections of Paris 
appeared at the bar of the convention in their 


turns, and aſſured them of their entire devotion. 
Many of them gave teſtimony of the orders they 
had received from the council- general of the 


commune not to communicate with any but 
themſelves. 


Already had many deputies proceeded to at- 
tack the commune, wich the aid of thoſe good 
citizens 
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citizens whom 1 it was poſſible to collect during 
the night and in ſo perilous a criſis, They 
returned foon to the convention, and announced 
that the commune was ſubdued. Every where 
did the citizens range themſelves on the ſide of 
the convention. The commandant of the armed 
force, who had been put under arreſt by Hen- 
riot, eſcaped and came to preſent himſelf to the 
convention; the preſident gave him the fraternal 
embrace. The conſpirators at length were 


about to fall under the ſword of their conquerors. 


No; that death was too honourable ; the death 
of criminals awaited them. Their puniſhment 
was doubled by the attempts they made againſt 
their own life, Robeſpierre, who, in. the morn- 
ing while they were paſſing the decree of accu- 
fation, brandiſhed a knife in his hand, with which 
he did not dare to ſtab himſelf, whether through 
cowardice or becauſe he yet hoped to triumph, 
afterwards ſhot at himſelf with a piſtol, which 
had no other effect than that of puniſhing him 
in the organs of ſpeech which he had fo much 
_ abuſed. His brother threw himſelf down from 
the top of the commune, and in his fall prepared 
ſufferings. for himſelf which the guillotine, too 
mild a puniſhment for ſuch criminals, would 
have ſpared him. Saint Juſt ſurrendered like a 


coward 3 ; the moment he ſaw that there was no 
| hope 
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hope left, the wretch ſaid to Lebas, kill ne. 
' Lebas replied by the ſhort. word, coward; and 
after a pauſe he added, I have ſomething elſe 
to di, He then fired a piſtol at himſelf, and 


received his death from its ſhot. Henriot was 


caſt dn from a high window by Coffinhall, and 
was found, like Nero, in an obſcure and filthy 
place, fruitleſsly intreating that a period might 


be put to his exiſtence, Henriot had told the 
tyrants that he would anſwer with his head for the 


ſucceſs of the conſpiracy. This abortive promiſe 
excited Coffinhall's rage, It is certain that the 
plot failed only in conſequence of the want of 


. talents and courage in the chiefs. If Henriot, 


when his accomplices delivered him from the 
committee of general ſafety, had) attacked the 
convention, they would all have been ſlaughtered. 


If the commune, inſtead of loſing time fo pre- 


cious, in ſending commiſſioners into the ſections 
to engage them to rally round their ſtandard, 
had marched againſt the convention, the latter 
muſt infallibly have been loſt. If Robeſpierre 


had been endowed with a genuine revolutionary 


energy, he would have put himſelf at the head 
of the inſurgent commune, and not have loſt that 
time in deliberation which ſhould have been 
employed in action. In ſhort, on the very 


morning 
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morning on which the decree of accufation 


paſſed, the convention was filled with his adher- 
ents. The whole revolutionary tribunal and the 
Jurors occupied the interior of the hall. Robe- 
ſpierre had only to have faid one word, and the 


whole convention would have been maſſacred. 
But ſuppoſing that all theſe conſpirators had 


ſucceeded, what would have been the conſe- 


quence but a civil war, in which they would 


ſhortly have fallen victims? They would have 
had againſt them the republicans and the royal- 
iſts, who certainly never would have choſen 
Robeſpierre for their king. . Couthon, immove- 
able and half-dead, lay ftill till he was carried 
off, All the conſpirators were ſeized : moſt of 


them were wounded and bleeding, bruiſed and 


disfigured by the blows which they had given 
themſelves, or received from the popular fury. 
What an example ! what a picture! Behold 
Robeſpierre lying under a table in the anti- 
chamber of that committee, where ſo lately he 
dictated the law, with a deal box for a pillow, 
wiping the gore from his bleeding mouth with 
fragments of paper, and holding in his hands, 


by one of thoſe chances which do not eſcape 
an obſerving ſpectator, his piſtol-bag, which re- 


minded him, by the addreſs of the trader who 


-» FRENCH REVOLUTION: . _ —- 
had, ald it, and whoſe ſign was the Grand 
Monargue, of the, „en e his: ambition 
aimed, 84 BY | 2 - & e 21105 9 39 Tg 


Liſts ſigned A the bands 5 che 2 


and a ſeal having the impreſſion of a fleur-de- 
| bs, were found, It would appear at firſt, that 
they were intended for the purpoſe of raiſing the 
laſt ſhoot from the ſtock of the Capets to the 
throne of his forefathers ; ; but an important a arti 
cle. diſcovered. among the papers of the com- 
mune, explains the ſecret of the conſpirators. 
it is a proclamation ſigned Payan and Coffinhall. 
The people is informed,” ſaid theſe fabri- 
cators of falſehood, “ that a guard, ſent by the 
« * foreigners who dominated in the committee of 
cc er public ſafety, preſented itſelf at the Temple, 
10 for the purpoſe of. carrying off the infamous 
3 cc deſcendants of Capet. The. guard was ap- 
« « prehended, and the council facrificed the Ca- 


cc pets.” Who does not ſee that the truth breaks 


through this proclamation, of which death prevent- 
ed the concealment, and that this impoſture had 


been fabricated, in order to circulate among the 
i people, jealous of their liberty, an odious ſuſ- 


picion, that the convention had intended to re- 


eſtabliſh a king? This paper, this ſeal with the 


Jeur- de-lys, were to form the baſes of the accu- 
VOL, 11. 2 ſation. 
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kim to be thrown into priſon, where he languiſh- 
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fation, They would have aſſerted, that they had | 
found this ſeal upon that one of the members 


of the committee whom they ſhould moſt have 


wiſhed to have pans. 


As ſoon as all the conſpirators mere in cuſ- 
tody, Barrere propoſed, in the name of the 
committee of public ſafety, a proclamation, 
which was adopted. It concluded with theſe 


remarkable words: . On the 14th of July, the : 


« people effected their revolution; on the gth 


« Thermidor (July 27), the convention brought 
et about theirs ; ; liberty . applauds them 
j « both.“ 


ai Dumont denounced a fact, which 


; proves the immorality and iniquity of the mo- 


dern Cromwell and his brother. Lafond de | 


"Toulouſe, juftice of the peace with the army 
of Italy, came to Paris to develope the enor- 


mous dilapidations of the younger Robeſpierre, 


who was heaping up treaſures at the expence 


of the public; he addreſſed himſelf to a mem- 
ber of the committee of general ſafety, who, 


either through fear, or perhaps becauſe he was 


yet the dupe of the profound hypocriſy of the 


uſurper, ſent him to that monſter, who cauſed 


1 ed 
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ed for fix months. The convention ordered 
citizen Lone to be ſet at . 


4 the afternoon of the toth Thermidor of 
the ſecond year (July 8, 1794), all. the con- 
ſpiratots were executed in the ſquare of the re- 
volution, where they had murdered ſo many 
innocent perſons. Other accomplices were pu- 

niſned with them, amongſt whom were Henriot's 
aides-de-camp, and ſome members of his erat- 
major, The number of thoſe who were exe- 
cuted on that day was twenty-two, Thus fell 


the edifice of the moſt horrible tyranny which 
has ever ſullied the annals of the world! A 
breath, an inſtant overturned this ſcaffolding of 


grandeur, of crimes, and of power, which had 
been propped by ſo many murders. If all theſe 
conſpirators had ſhown themſelves eager for 
blood during the time of their monſtrous domi- 
nation, the people no leſs ſhowed themſelves 


eager for juſtice, by the applauſe they beſtowed 


on their puniſhment. 


When on the 9th Thermidor (July 101 che 
decree of accuſation againſt Maximilian Robe- 
ſpierre was put to the vote, his brother and 
Loebas demanded that they might ſhare his face. 
T * deputy David, who, on the n. even- 
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ing, had propoſed to Robeſpierre to drink hem- 


lock with him, did not ſtew an equal courage 
at the moment of the cataſtrophe of this drama. 
Barrere, who has belonged to all the factions, 


and who, the night before, had flattered Robe- 


ſpierre, abandoned him when he ſaw ruin ready 
to burſt on his head. It remains to obſerve, 
that a man named Fleuriot, a creature of Hen- 
riot, had ſucceeded Pache in the mayoralty. 
Not that Pache had not ſhewn a diſpoſition, 
under-all circumſtances, but particularly on the 
31ſt of May, to ſecond the moſt criminal de- 


- ſigns, It is well known that, at that diſaſtrous 


epoch, / clandeſtine conſultations were held at the 


commune, that the mayor, Pache was politic 


enough not to honour them often with his pre- 
ſence, but that he protected them with his influ- 


ence, and was the ſoul of the party, Robe- 


ſpierre and the committees of government were 
not always ſpared there. The vindictive Robe- 
52 85 did not forget this circumſtance 3 ; this 


* One of the witneſſes of theſe F 


the impious Deneſle, of the ſection of Popincourt, gave 


notice of them to the revolutionary committee, of which he 


was member; he well deſerved to be Pache's boſom friend. 


It was this confidant of Pache's, who, learning that his arreſt | 
was decreed by the ſection, on account of his being a Sep- 
tembrizer, poiſoned his wife and his three children in Prai- 


rial 1795 (May or June). He at length atoned for his 
crimes with his life. 9 85 „ an 
2 E WAS 
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vas the reaſon of his procuring the arreſt of 
Pache, and the appointment of Fleuriot as his 
ſucceſſor. The uſurper had beſides unmaſked 


Pache's character: he was a man of very mode- 
rate abilities, but laborious and informed, con- 
cealing his inſignificance by an eaſy mode, that 


of ſpeaking little ; he was as cold, as ſilent,” as 


diſſembling, and as ambitious as Robeſpierre, 


but he poſſeſſed not his audacity, or elſe he had 
infinitely more prudence. Pache's character 
prevented him from committing himſelf at any 
time, and never ſuffered him to lay himſelf open ; 
he was diſpoſed to do.any thing ; he would have 
ſeconded the conſpirators on this occaſion, as 


he did on the 31ſt of May; but he had not 


boldneſs enough to declare himſelf as openly as 
Fleuriot did. Pache, or thoſe who wiſh to juſ- 
tify him, ſay, that if he had only permitted them 
to act as they wiſhed, the whole convention 
would have been ſacrificed ; but this is a very 


unſkilful falſehood. Pache would, with the ſame 
indifference, have ſuffered the whole convention 

to be ſlaughtered, as he permitted twenty-two | 
members to be proſcribed but Marat, and the 


other factious men, at that time wiſhed for no 
more. Pache was the ſon of a domeſtic of the 


late Counteſs of Lamark; ſhe obtained for him 


the place of ſecretary to the Marſhal Qs Caſ- 
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195 
tries, who afterwards put him, into — Ware 
| office, | 


It may not be uſcleſs to make the reader ac- 

| : quainted with ſome other perſons who, at this 
calamitous period, had an influence on our deſ- 
tiny. Alas! what times were thoſe when a 
Rolland, a man of virtue and integrity, did not; 
dare to denounce openly the authors of the 
maſſacres of the 2d and 3d of September, in the 
report which he made, as miniſter of the inte- 
rior ; when a Garat, a man equally honeſt, and 

| equally a friend to order and the laws, did not 
dare to denounce the plot of the gift of May? 
It was, undoubtedly, a weakneſs in thoſe mini- 
ſters ; but they were at leaſt incapable of ap- 
proving or aiding thoſe tranſactions. One fees, 
in their reports, all the anxiety of their minds, 
all the horror they felt at thoſe proſeriptions. 


Let vs return to the perſons who ſurrounded 
Rebeſpierre., Hegriat, at firſt a ſervant, then 
a ſoldier in the army ſent to the colonies, after- 
wards a clerk at the barriers, and at length 
appointed commandant by one of the ſections, 

Was at laſt made general on the 3 iſt of May. 

He was wgin, ignorant, and preſumptuous ; he 
was as ualkilful and as ferocious as Santerre, who 
Was 
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was 4 mere brewer before he was a general. 


Since Robeſpierre aſpired at being an Auguſtus, - 


| he ſhould have been able, like that tyrant, to 
have diſtinguiſhed an Agrippa, and have con- 
ſigned a Henriot to his original meanneſs and 
nn. 

We have already delineated the PRA and 
erouching character of Barrẽre; he was not, it 
| is ſaid, born wicked, but did he not flatter, ſup- 
port, and ſerve the tyranny? A man ſhould 
quit an office, when he perceives that he has not 
the courage to perform its duties with honour, 
and at the peril of his life. This is the time 
when he may be able to boaſt that he has paſſed 


through all the factions. A decree, of which 


we ſhall ſoon give an account, baniſhed Collot, 
Billaud, Barrere, and Vadier. Why has it not 


been enforced againſt Barrere? The amneſty. 


publiſhed on the 4th Germinal (March 24) can- 


not be applicable to him ; and, if it were, why 


- ſhould not Callot and Billaud reap the benefit 
hal it? 

David the painter, one of thoſe who, from 
fimilarity of character, was moſt intimately con- 
nected with Robeſpierre, deſerves to be diſtin- 
Suiſhed among theſe prodigies of ferocity. It 
«Af 2 1 0 4 was 
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was he who ſaid, « Tf I love blood, it is becaufe 


e nature has given me the diſpoſition.” He went 
to ſee the execution of his friends.and colleagues 


Deſmoulins and Danton, on the gd of Septem- 


ber. The deputy Reboul ſaw David, at the very 
moment when they were maſſacring the priſoners 
at La Force, tranquilly drawing a picture of the 


| dying, whom they were heaping on the dead. 
What are you doing there, M. David? ſaid he. 


am catcbing, replied the painter, the laſt emo- 
tions of nature in theſe ſcoundrels. d Go,” faid 


M. Reboul, „ you affect me with horror; TI 
© could not conceive that you were capable of 


ce ſuch barbarity. W hat a pity it is, that ſuch 
te great talents ſhould be united to ſo corrupt 


ca heart; and how is it that the fine arts 
ce do not ſoften the moſt obdurate ſoul ?” 


Leonard Bourdon, who preſided at the maſ- 
ſacre of the priſoners removed from Orleans to 
Verſailles, was alſo intimately connected with 


Robeſpierre ; but his ſecret adviſer, his guide, 


his tutelary genius, was Payan, a villain of as 
black a dye as either Robeſpierre or Marat, 
but who, not being a deputy, was conſtrained 
to employ his great talents in the ſervice of 


others. 


How 
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How inexplicable is the nature of man! Wha 


can tell which of theſe beings was the moſt ſkil. 


ful adept in ferocity? Who can tell whether ſo 
many men of ambition, without the means of 
ſucceſs, were more ſilly or wicked, more wicked 
or inſane? They aimed at nothing but mutual 
deſtruction, without being aware that this very 
diviſion among themſelves, by augmenting the 


force of their common and avowed, as well as of 


other ſecret enemies, would at length enſure 
their own ruin. Who can explain by what ſe- 


cret mechaniſm of the human frame it is, that 


ferocity, which preſuppoſes a certain degree of 
energy, ſince energy is neceſſary to do evil as 
well as good, is ordinarily the aſſociate of cow- 
| ardice and extreme weakneſs? Who was ever 
more cowardly or more ferocious than a Car- 
rier, a Coffinhall, a Saint-Juſt, a Robeſpierre, a 

Marat, or a Danton; in ſhort, than that hoſt of 


monſters which lighted on France like a cloud 


of deyouring inſects? 


he tragical end of almoſt all theſe tyrants 
ought to deter their. imitators ; but what is the 
force of example againſt the, thirſt for greatneſs 
and the intoxication of power? On the 11th of 
the ſame month Thermidor, (July 2 9.) ſeventy- 
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one members of the conſpiring commune fell under 
the axe of the law. The revolutionary tribunal, 
that Areopagus of hangmen, was ſuſpended from 
its functions. The men of virtuous intention 

have begun to open their hearts to hope; the 
air has appeared purer, and the ſky more ſerene, 
fince theſe men, whoſe names have fullied our 
pen, and ſtained the pages of this hiſtory, have 
ceaſed to infect the atmoſphere with their pre- 
fence. Coffinhall, vice-preſident of the revolu- 
tionary tribunal *, did not fuffer puniſhment till 
the 18th (Avguſt 5); he had concealed himſelf 
during this interval, and had not the courage to 
take advantage of this opportunity to kill himſelf. 
The people reproached theſe vile conſpirators 
with not manifeſting, as they went to the ſcaffold, 
the ſame ſerenity which had been diſplayed by 
their innocent victims. As the execution of this 
judge, during the ſuſpenſion of the revolutionary 
tribunal, may throw ſome embarraſſment on this 
part of the hiſtory, it is neceſſary ro remark, that 
the criminal tribunal of the department was au- 
thoriſed to paſs ſentence on this wretch. He had 
been put out of the protection of the law; fo 
_ that the office of the Judges was limited to the 


O Coffiohall has left two tos, who are as honeſt and 


humane as he was the reverſe. 
| identi- 
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[dentification of names and perſons by the teſti- 
mony of the witneſſes, 


It remains to inſert a part of the report made 


by Courtois, in the name of the committee en- 


truſted with the examination of the papers found 
in the houſes of Robeſpierre and his accom- 
plices. This report, which was made in the 
convention on the 18th Nivoſe of the 3d year, 
(Jan. 4, 1795,) is perhaps the only production 
which may be compared with Tacitus and Sal- 
luſt, for eloquence and depth of reflection, and 
for that darkneſs of colouring with which the 
crimes of tyranny ſhould be painted. In it will 
be found details valuable, not only as they con- 


tribute to throw great light on the plan of the 


conſpirators, but ſtill more for the diſplay of the 
atrocious conduct of the proconſuls who were 
ſent on a miſſion into the department. 


Extract of Courtois's Report. 


e There is but one reply to make to thoſe in- * 


* credulous perſons who dare not believe in the 
* conſpiracy. of Robeſpierre. To fave them 


* from the torture of doubt, and to eaſe their 
© conſcience, 
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ic conſcience, Robeſpierre * has taken care him. 
« felf to delineate the plan of his conſpiracy: 
« iſt, he ſays, We muſt have money; 2dly, 
© an addreſs to the departments; 3dly, couriers 


„ with the commiſſioners in our armies ; 4thly, 


ce a confederation of the communes of Paris and 
« Marſcilles ; 5thly, we muſt arm and pay the 
« {ans-culottes; 6thly, ſuſpend labour till the 
« country is ſaved; laſtly, change the pojition. 
« This laſt word is a proof of the project of dif- 
oe ſolving the convention. It coincides perfectly 
ce with the avowal made by Elie Lacoſte, in this 
« tribune, on the day of the tyrant's fall, or the 
* day after, that, //x months before, Robeſpierre 
* had propoſed ts the two united committees 10 


« ſuſpend the fittings of the aſſembly t. 


_ 


«© The terror which Robeſpierre excited in 
« the breaſts of others, fell back on his own, 
ce Juſt chaſtiſement of the tyrant! His gloomy 
ce character increaſed in gloom; his complexion 
& was a mixture of the livid colour of envy and 


© the paleneſs of guilt, The aſſaſſin of his 


« country dreamed no longer of any thing but 
* See No. 49 of the papers in juſtification of this report. 


+ How did it happen that Elie Lacoſte, and the members 
of the committees, did not immediately denounce the pro- 


poſal ? 
E 


ce aſſaſſina- 
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te aſſaſſination; his ſleep was the ſleep of Nero; 
« his waking, moments were alſo thoſe of Nero. 
« Cromwell's twelve palaces would not have 
been ſufficient to afford him an eſcape; from 
« that inviſible fury which conſtantly and with- 
« out interruption purſued him, and whoſe 
« bloody - laſhes whirled his ferocious, heart“. 
« The approach of any one, the letters he re- 
« ceived, every thing augmented his dread. 
« A young girl wiſhed to ſee what a tyrant 
© was—it was judged to be with a deſign of aſ- 


« ſaſſinating him. All the unfortunate family 


of Cecile were involved in this imaginary 


40 plot. Her old father was butchered in order 


« to puniſh him for the exertions of his daugh- 
« ter” s curiolity 5. Even that was thought too 
© little ;. ſixty innocent perſons, who, had been 


3 for the ſpace of fix months chained in a dun- 


* geon, were pointed out as the accomplices of a 
e girl. whom they had never ſeen; as the ac- 
«, complices of an aflaſſination attempted within 
* eight days. The complaiſant committee 
© clothed them in the purple garments of aſſaſ- 


* We find a little too much declamation i in this reports but 
i abi plura nitent, non ego paucis offendar maculis. I® 


+ Cecile being interrogated as to the object of her viſit to 
Robeſpierre, ä I wiſhed to fre how a tyrant Twas made. 
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4 ſins. Their blood ſpouted on the earth, and 
ce the greedy tomb devoured them. 


e What a number of men facrificed for the 
ct preſervation of a ferocious wild beaſt 


« A plan of flight was concerted between 
8 Robeſpierre and one of his confidants, con- 
ce cealed under the veil of ſynonimous correſ- 
« pondence. This fact is proved by a very 
te ſignificant letter, without date of place or time, 
te addreſſed to him ſoon after the feaſt to the 
« Eternal. This letter is written in the manner 
« of an anſwer. He is requeſted to reſt in tran- 
e quillity as to the objects which his addreſs had 
t prepared from the commencement of his fears. 
« © At preſent,” he is told, © you muſt employ 
& all the vigilance which fight from a theatre, 
te where you will ſoon appear and diſappear for 
< the laſt time, requires. It would be uſeleſs to 
ce remind you of the reaſons which expoſe you to 
te this; for this laſt ſtep which has juſt ſeated you 
ce on the couch of the preſidency, approximates 
« you to the ſcaffold, where you would ſee the 
« ſame mob, who inſulted thoſe whom you con- 
e demned, ſpit in your face alſo. Egalite ot 
« Orleans affords you an example, Thus, 
te ſince you have amaſſed a treaſure ſufficient © 

7 ce ſupport 


A 
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« ſupport you 2 long time, as well as thoſe 
« perſons for whom I have received part of it 


“ from you, I expect you with great impatience, 
« that we may laugh together at the part you 
© have played in the troubles of a nation, equally 


6 credulous and deſirous of novelty.” 


We ſee the apoſtles of crimes, the miſſion- 


« aries of death, ſet out from the den of the com- 
te mittee of public ſafety. Carrier is diſpatched 
tt into La Vendte; Joſeph Lebon into the depart- 
et ment of Pas- de- Calais; Maignet is ſent to the 
ee country which is waſhed by the waters of the 
« Rhone and of Vaucluſe; Collot flies into the 
ec departments of Rhone-et Loire; and ] hold in 
ce my hands proofs the moſt convincing of the 
« defire which Couthon had of trying in the de- 


« partment of the Var, what he called the ſyſtem _ 


cc of full force *, of going, in one word, to ſet 
4e fire to Toulon. 


ce At the name of Carrier, the ſmoking map 
c of La Vendée is unfolded before us. Thoſe 
* execrable gabares f are filled under your eyes, 


* Another expreſſion for terror. 


1 A ſort of veſſel with valves, which opened to facilitate 
 Crowning, 
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te are loaden with old men, women, and chil- 


dc dren; and Carrier, a ſecond. Anicet, drowns 


ce his country, as Nero drowned his mother. 
cc It is too little for him to imitate the cruelties 
« of this vile emperor; he ſurpaſſed his laſci- 
* vious rage. Nero, with an eye burning with 
cc jnceſtuous flames, devoured the livid beauties 
© of his murdered mother. Carrier, with his 
ce bloody and letcherous eyes, gazes on the na- 
ce kedneſs of his victims whom he dares to 
et couple i in death *, ; willing, without doubt, to 
« offer a double inſult to nature; to whom, in 
« the ſpectacle of deſtruction itſelf, he ſeems to 
ec offer that of the reproduction of being. He 
K called this mode of drowning, the celebration 
« of republican matriages., Thus, like all our 
ee revolutionary monſters, he added deriſion and 
F. rea to his n ferocity . 


* La + vs eit theſe "nferngl, regions of La 
F Vendee, and turn towards Arras, where Joſeph 


. Perſons of both ae quite naked, were bound two and 
two together, with their faces turned toward each other, and 
in this ſtate were drowned. | 3 Þ 


+ Carrier always, in my preſence, diſavowed theſe hor- 
rors. I ſhould have deſerved, he has ſaid, a thouſand deaths 
if it were true. When the prooſs arrived, it was no longer 
poſſible to doubt. 

L ebon 
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te Lebon was dyed with the blood of his bre- 
te thren, where you will fee him multiplying pu- 
« niſhments and death on the very ſoil where 
ce he firſt drew breath, as if to puniſh it for 
cc having brought forth two ſuch monſters as 
« himſelf and Robeſpierre. 


« This is the hour of carnage. We muſt 


te trayerſe ruins, walk upon aſhes, and trample 
te on carcaſes. Your ears will be terrified with 
« groans, with the cries of anguiſh, and of the 
* death of almoſt an entire generation; you are 
« going to be preſent at her expiring agonies, 


« Let us mark the horrible Lebon, who has 
te ſo well deſcribed his own ſanguinary character 
« in his letters; who, ſurrounded with the ob- 
te jects of his wanton fury, in his murderous 
c embraces, might have ſaid, with more truth 
« than Caligula formerly ſaid to Cæſonia, That 


te fine bead, however, will be cut off as ſoon as 1 


e i ſue the order; and who realiſed what the Ro- 
&« man tyrant had only imagined in the midſt 
ce of the careſſes of love. | 

" Throughout the whole of Lebon's correſ- 
« pondence there are manifeſt traces of a cri- 


&« minal connection between him and the com- 
vol., II. P cc mittee, 
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* mittee. A letter ſigned Darthẽ comes in aid 
< of theſe proofs: here follows an extract from 
AXE. | 

« The committee of public ſafety has told Le- 
ce bon, that they hoped we ſhould go on every 
ce day better and better. Robeſpierre wiſhed 
that each of us could alone conſtitute a tribunal, 
&« and that each of us could graſp a town on the 
4. frontier. | 

& | 

After theſe words came the following; 
« an aſtoniſhing connection! Virtue and inte- 
ce ority are more than ever the order of the day. 


« Caſt an eye, citizens, on the commercial 
« towns, the nurſes of the republic; Arras, 
« Lyons, Niſmes, Bourdeaux, Breſt, Nantes, and 
« Orange; every one of them preſents to you 
« tears to wipe away, blood to ſtaunch, ſepulchres 
e to cloſe; every one has had her Dumas, 
« her Fouquier. Theſe tribunals were fo 
« many colonies of cut- throats migrating from 
te the tribunal at Paris, which was the mgdel for 
« the choice of the members of hien they were 
« compoſed. 


* This letter was found ay Lebas's papers. 
ce Alas! [ 
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« Alas! the terrible inſtrument of death grew 


te up like a venomous plant in all parts of the re- 


« public. O Lyons! city famous for thy com- 


« merce; who is this ſecond Gengis, (Collot 
« d' Herbois, ) who lights on thy walls with the 
« axe and thunder in his hands? It is then done; 
« thy ruin is ſworn. If it be true that the fire 
which has deſtroyed this other Troy, has been 
« lighted through hatred excited by her rich 
«© manufactures; if the means of accommoda- 
ce tion have not yet been annihilated, have not 
te yet been even attempted ; if it is true that 
« Lyons was guilty only in appearance ; that 


Lyons in general was virtuous; that Lyons 


had accepted the conſtitution ; that Couthon 
rejected the petition of the unfortunate perſons 


who repented; what regret, citizens, for the 


patriots! Yet what we now ſay as in doubt, has 
been atteſted by many writings. © Try to pre- 
vent,” ſaid a repreſentative of the people at 
the time, the deſolation of a city; thouſands 


of patriots mutually deſtroy each other, while 


they are all deſirous of doing good.” 


« But what plaintive and lamentable cries are 

c thoſe which proceed from the vaulted caverns 
te on the banks of the Rhone? Who has changed, 
« all on a ſudden, theſilver waters of Vaucluſe into 
| * cc waves 
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ce waves of blood? Who has reddened the verdiure 
« of theſe vallies ? What malevolent genius has 
ce ſpread his wings and ſhed his baneful influence 
. over the country? What demon has vomited 
« out vice? Maignet, thy name is pronounced. 
Every thing is organized, every thing aſſumes 
* a ſhape, a voice for thy accuſation. - The 
* earth gives up her carcaſes ; the dead re- ap- 
« pear before thee ; they name thee in their ſilence. 
% You made an avowal to Couthon, that you 
ce increaſed the number of the impriſoned | in the 
«© two departments, to 12 or 1 nude - 


We ſhall now make a few refieQiors on Car- 
rier, which may be of general application. Car- 
rier, with a heated imagination, and an inflam- 
mable heart, carried in his boſom the ſeeds of 
great ferocity. He was an enthuſiaſt for revolu- 
tion; he was the true Seide of Robeſpierre, and 
this is a new proof that fanaticiſm is the parent of 
ferocity. Carrier was ignorant, and he believed 
that the means he employed were the beſt adapted 
to determine the fate of the revolution. His na- 
tural ferocity made him ſhut his eyes to the hor- 
rors of his means. His misfortune was to have 
been elevated into a ſituation which he was not 
_ qualified to occupy. Immoral and ambitious,cow- 


ardly and timorous, he n have killed his own 
father, 


M 
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father, if the tyrant had ordered him. He loved 
the revolution, not from an elevation of ſoul, of 
which he was incapable, but becauſe he was in 
expectation of places more lucrative than his 
profeſſion of a lawyer, in the exerciſe of which 


he had been reproached with ſome acts of 


roguery. He was never admitted into the ſecret 
of the tyrants; he was nothing more than a ſub- 
altern inſtrument; he was only the executioner 
of their victims. What we have juſt ſaid of 
Carrier, may be equally applied to the greater 
part of his colleagues, his competitors in cruelty. 
We ſhall ſee the ſame enormities renewed when- 
ever the people ſhall again chooſe immoral men, 
ſpringing from nothing, e nothing, and 
— nothing. 


Anothes exiſting proof, that the decemvirs 


authorized the general proſcription which took 
place, is founded on the following circumſtance. 
l was once converſing with Carrier and Mirande, 
deputies of Cantal, who lodged in the ſame 
houſe with J. B. Lacoſte, when I heard Carrier 
fay to Lacoſte, who had that moment arrived 
from his miſſion to the army of the north; 


e You muſt take care not to go out for a day 


« or two, In the mean time I will go to the 


* committee of public ſafety in order to protect 


2 „ 


* 


8 = * — — 11 _ 
WWA 
2 — IRS 4 Sos "2 
— en 8 838 
1 N by J * x 6 LIP 
ys 5 : ets 


; 
8 2 „ 
TEE „ — EY —— 2 9 8 
£52 It r 3 1 
5 . kt 4. we a, 
FL wr BY 


= 2 
E 
. 
N Fer 2 * 
* 8 a 


24 * ” 
. 
nts Ih, 
* — =_ 
© 2 — 8 


= xo * — 2 
n+ ng? IVE) ; > * — = *** 
Y 8 - 0 2 1 7 2 a 2 — 2 Tote — 1 

M ut © * 2 *. . — is Sor ae 2 — A+. = r N 

4 4 LISTS . Py AIG, 2 - - * 4 2 1 : 

——— 8 — 1 . 8 n * - 2 od ts 3 2 
* = . . S * wy 1 17 . 4 
— A 3 — 80 * as 4 > 8 
: — — 


214 SECRET HISTORY OF THE | 


te you, for your life is in danger.“ © It is very 
e aſtoniſhing,” replied Lacoſte, “ that the being 
te merciful ſhould be imputed to me as a crime, 
cc and that I ſhould be accuſed of being a modert. 
« Yet I have raiſed that country to the height 
« of the revolution; I have purified the etat- 
% major of the army; I have even inſtituted a 
dc popular committee. We have ſaved the 
« country “, but I will never ſhed innocent 
tc blood.” Mirande and I added, that it was 
very ſingular to impute humanity to a deputy as 
a crime, eſpecially when he was Juſt returned 
from repairing the loſſes of our armies, and that 
they ought to applaud the union of gentleneſs 
and patriotiſm. Carrier ſaid, You are right, but 
the committee are not of the ſame opinion. He 
however obtained the pardon of Lacoſte, who 
was ſucceeded by Lebas and Saint Juſt, | 


Such are the horrors which have ſullied our 
revolution, that in proportion as it has created 
crimes, it becomes neceſſary to invent words to 
expreſs them. After the revolution of the gth 
Thermidor (July 27) of which we have juſt 
given the details, there was excited a re- action, 

* It was through the talents of General Hoche that La- 


cofte ſaved the country ; but if he had not been a republican, 
ke would have impeded the execution of the general's plans. 
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the more bloody in proportion as oppreſſion had 
been the ſtronger. Thoſe who had concurred 
in the tyranny of Robeſpierre were denominated 
Terroriſts, R obeſpierriſts, and Maratiſts : thoſe 
pure patriots, who had pronounced their ſen- 
timents with any degree of energy, were alſo 
frequently confounded under theſe general deno- 
minations. The re- actors in their turns were 
called new terroriſts or furorifts, Thus in the 
courſe of revolution what is a-virtue at one-time 
becomes a crime at another; and theſe terms 
crime and virtue, have no fixed or determinate 
ſenſe, The ſame man is called divine by one, 
while he is eſteemed a villain by the adverſe party. 
The hiſtorian of a revolution has therefore the 
taſk of perpetually comparing reciprocal falſe- 
hoods, One faction ſeeks to wrap itſelf up in 
the clouds of obſcurity, and to throw its own | 
wrongs on the others, Have they not dared to 
ſay that ſeveral lords of manors burned their 
chateaux themſelves, in order to calumniate the 
people? Has it not been ſaid that the conven- 
tion endured Robeſpierre like cowards, and touk 
vengeance on him in the ſame manner by aſſaſſi- 
nation; though it is clear that he would not have 
been condemned without a hearing before the 
judges appointed for the purpoſe, had he not by 
his conduct in ſeeking to elude the law, and ex- 
? 8 3555 | citing 
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citing the commune to inſurrection, compelled 
them to outlaw him? Are there not perſons who 
dare to affirm that the plot of the 14th Ven- 
demiaire (Oct. 4) was not a movement of the 
Royaliſts *? Have there not been found juries 
and tribunals, who declared there exiſted no plot, 
in Vendemiaire, (October, ) to ſlaughter the con - 
vention, or, which is much the ſame thing, to 
diſſolve it by force? There are even ſome who 
aſſert that the convention provoked this com- 
motion. Has it not been publiſhed, that on the 
roth of Auguſt the people were fired on with 
cannon loaded with grape ſhot, when it is well 
known, that there was only a running fire of muſ- 
quetry for a few minutes ? This was undoubtedly 
highly wrong and greatly miſchievous, but where 
is the neceſſity of exaggeration? It is with the 
ſcales of impartiality in our hands, that we pro- 
ceed to trace, in the following book, all the 
tranſactions which ſucceeded what has been 
called the 7 hermidorian re-attion, becauſe they 
could not have taken place without the revolu- 
tion of the gth Thermidor. There remains firſt 
to be inſerted ſome important pieces of evidence 
relative to the events we have been deſcribing. 
The firſt furniſhes the proof we have promiſed, 


There were ſome zealous republicans, even among the 
leaders, but the generality were royaliſts, c 
3 
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of the aſſertion that the Jacobins, and the greater 


part of the popular ſocieties, were accomplices, 


and even paid for the purpoſes of its execution, 
in the project of maſſacring the rich, and of 
levelling, revolutionizing, and ſans culottizing 
the nation, to uſe their own barbarous expreſſions. 
When the ſeal, which was put on the regiſter of 


the mother-ſociety, was taken off after the gth 


Thermidor, the following articles were found: 


Extract of the Regiſters of the Jacobin Seciety, in 
the Street Honort, dated the 25th Brumaire, of 
the 2d Ye ear of the Republic (Nov. 15, 1793). 


«© The committee of public ſafety, conſider- 
<© ing the popular ſocieties as neceſſary to the 
6 propagation of good principles, decrees that 
ce there ſhall be diſtributed among them the 
cc ſum of 100,000 livres (near 42001, fterl- 
& ing). Signed in the regiſter, Billaud Varenne, 
e Robeſpierre, Carnot, Barrere, Robert Lin- 
* | 


Prodfs of the Services done to the Republic and the 

Sans Culottes by the Mother-ſociety, autborized 
by the ancient Committees of Public and General 
Safety. - | 98 


e The ſociety of the friends of liberty, de- 


ee * firous of proving its zeal for the public wel- 
cc fare, 
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cc fare, propoſes the following plan to the com. 


< mittees of the convention. 1ſt, When by the 


t machination of opulent men, troubles are ex- 


e cited in the communes, that the aſſembly do 


: immediately declare them in an actual ſtate of 


* rebellion. 2d, That the convention invite 


\ - 


ee the poor to profit of this opportunity, in 
<« order to make war on the rich, and eſtabliſh 
te order, at any expence.” We think it unne- 
ceſſary to comment on theſe laſt words. 


Relative to the maſſacres of the 2d and 3d of 


September, here follows an addreſs to all their 
brethren of the republic, from the citizens of 


Paris, formed in a central committee, adopted 


by the commiſſioners of the ſections of Paris, 
aſſembled at the biſhop's palace; ſigned d'Acard 


| preſident, and Dumonceau ſecretary ; and iſſued 


from the bibliographic printing-office of the ſec- 
tion of La Reunion. © Such was the ſituation 
« of the Pariſians, that it was neceſſary to ſacri- 


te fice a handful of wretches, or conſent to the 


« deſtruction of whatever we and our country 
« held moſt dear. We believed, in this dread- 
ce ful alternative, in which time for deliberation 
« was not afforded us, that we were able to 
c wreſt the ſword of the law from the hands 


« of the treacherous and perfidious. We have 
« dyed 
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ce Hed it only with tbe blood of the guilty.” 
What! a man is guilty becauſe he is in chains! 
unarmed priſoners muſt be maſſacred, or the 
country will be ruined ! +This abominable ad- 
dreſs was the cauſe of the maſſacre: of the pri- 


ſoners in many other communes. Danton, then 


miniſter of juſtice, wrote into the departments, 

to excite them to imitate theſe bloody executions 
of defenceleſs ſufferers *, The tiger is leſs a 

tiger than man. n | 


Robeſpierre is no more, and the employment 
of the hangman has ceaſed. Now is it that 
juſtice is really the order of the day. The na- 


tional convention act with juſtice, even towards 


thoſe of their members who haye ſo often ſer at 
nought her forms, which they thought too ſlow. 
This aſſembly, reſtored to itſelf, and having tri- 


umphed, by its on courage alone, over its moſt 
terrible enemies, will no longer preſent to our 


view any other ſpectacle, than the ſtriking one 
of a ſenate inceſſantly employed in healing the 


yet it was this Danton whom ſome perſons appeared ſo 
much to regret, that. when Robeſpierre, feeling himſelf ill, 
as he deſcended from the tribune on the gth Thermidor, 


complained that he could not ſpeak well enough to make his 


defence, à deputy ſaid to him, © Wretch, do you not per- 
% ceive that it is Danton's blood which runs in your mouth, 
e and prevents your ſpeaking?” 
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deep and almoſt incurable wounds inflited on 
the public weal by dominators, dilapidators, and 
aſſaſſins. Famine, the conſequence of the maxi- 
mum, of the requiſition, and of the right of 
ſeizure for the public uſe; the depreciation of 
the aſſignats; and the criminal projects of the 
members of the ancient committees of govern- 
ment, who ſurvived Robeſpierre, Couthon, and 
Saint Juſt, for the purpoſe of regaining their 
ancient pre-eminence, or at leaſt of eſcaping the 
puniſhment due to their crimes, threw great 
obſtacles in the way of the pure intentions of 
the majority of the convention. This majority 
itſelf. diſplayed an apathy and weakneſs little cal- 
culated for the great raſk which remained to 
be performed. The firſt thing neceſſary, with- 
out which, indeed, there would be no hope for 
the ſafety of the country, was to puniſh the great 
criminals, who had overwhelmed France with 
enormities and with blood, and who yet had ſeats 
in the national aſſembly. It appeared as if the 
convention had pardoned Robeſpierre's accom- 
plices, in conſideration of the diviſion, which the 
jealouſy of power, and the partition of the ty- 
ranny had occaſioned among the decemvirs. 
The Mountain, who began to dread the hour 
of national vengeance, and the puniſhment of 

„ their 


N 
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their crimes, had obtained the decree for the in- 
violability of the individual perſons of the repre- 
ſentatives of the people; a law which they would 


ſoon have violated, if they had gained the ſupe- 


riority, with the ſame audacity with which the 


inviolability of the deputies had been proſcribed 


under Robeſpierre. There is no doubt that a 
repreſentative of. the people cannot be deprived 


_of his liberty, but by a decree of the national 


aſſembly of which he is a member, and to which 
alone he belongs. To admit a doubt of this 


principle, would be to allow that a conſtituted 


authority, a ſimple public officer, a committee, 


which is but a ſubordinate fraction of the aſſem- 


bly, ſnould have the right of attacking the na- 
tional repreſentation in its very eſſence and inte- 


grality ; the right of overturning the ſovereignty 
of the people, by eluding the choice they have 


made, This 1s the opportunity to combat the 


ſophiſms advanced by the decemvirs, when they 


aid, That there ought to be no diſlinfion between 
a repreſentative of the people and any other citi- 
zen. We think it right to tranſcribe here a 


paſſage in the report made by Saladin, in the 
name of the committee of twenty-one, of which 


we ſhall ſoon have occaſion to ſpeak. This 


paſſage is the more intereſting, inaſmuch as it 


developes the perfidious arts by which Robe 
7 - wes 
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ſpierre, Barrere, and others, found means to op- 


preſs the convention, and to gain poſſeſſion of 
the ſovereign authority, by obtaining for the 
committees, that is to ſay, for themſelves, the 


right of arreſting a repreſentative of the people, 


by a miſerable abuſe of the principles of equa- 
lity. © Without doubt,” ſays: the reporter, 
* there ought to be no diſtinction between a re- 
te preſentative and another citizen; or if thefe 


cc can exiſt one, it ſhould be this, that the pu- 


« niſhment of a guilty and prevaricating repre- 
oc. ſentative ſhould be more prompt, more ſolemn, 
« and more ſevere.” Was there, however, any 


room for this compariſon, which they affected to 


make as of individual with individual ? If a 
member of the repreſentative body were thus to 


be conſidered, in relation to the tranſactions of 
the tribunals, of the conſtituted authorities, and 
of the committees, would. it not neceſſarily lead 


to the annihilation of the national repreſentarfon: ? 


Can there be a more evident act of oppreſling s 
and uſurpation, than that by which the commit- 
tees were authorized to accuſe 'a member of the 
convention, without his being permitted to be 
heard in the aſſembly? It was certainly an in- 


ſtance of great magnanimity in the convention to 
&- paſs this law of inviolability, at a time when it 
b could only protect monſters and vultures who 


preyed 


FRENCH REVOLUTION. 223 


preyed on the human race. The effects of this 
law were ſoon perceived, when the public indig- 
nation, the more violent the more it had been 
compreſſed, called down the national vengeance 
on Carrier's head; aſter many delays, he was 
tried and executed. 


The majority of the convention had always 
the weakneſs to fear the criſis which this ſignal 
act of national juſtice might bring on; they ap- 
peared to apprehend, that the numerous aecom- 
plices of Robeſpierre would be again in agitation, 
and would invoke his ſhade once more to ſhed 
the baneful influence of the moſt ſanguinary diſ- 
.cord over. the land. The convention, at leaſt, 
had the intention of cleanſing the ſoil of the 
republic from the principal traitors ; but an 

empire is not ſaved by half meaſures, Weak 
modes of 2d ion are the moſt cruel, becauſe 
they are of no effect. The public opinion was 
| ſtrongly expreſſed It was under theſe circum- 
ſtafiices, that the Convention decreed that a com- 
mittee of twenty-one members ſhould be ap- 
pointed to examine the conduct of Collot, 
Billaud-Varenne, Barrere, and Vadier. It was 
matter of aſtoniſhment, that they had the weak- 
neſs not to involve in one fate with thoſe cri- 
minals, others "_ for a long time, had been 


engaged 
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engaged with them in a community of crimes, 
This indulgence, 'this great error, renewed their 
hopes and their audacity. The committee, 
obliged ro employ a long time in the verification 
of a large body of evidence, at length preſented 
a report in favour of the accuſation. The con- 
vention ordered the arreſt of the four perſons be- 
fore mentioned ; but the time employed in the 
printing and diſtribution of the report, neceſſa - 
rily delayed the diſcuſſion, and permitted the 
friends of guilt, and the numerous body of agi- 
tators, which are generally found in an immenſe 
commune, to organize an inſurrection, by favour 
of which the criminals might eſcape, and per- 
haps prevail again, and renew the reign of ter- 
ror. We had juſt experienced one of thoſe 
winters, the ſeverity and length of which form 
an epoch in hiſtory; and famine added to this 
ſcourge. The ſections preſented themſclves 
in a point of view not very encouraging, on 
account of their great diverſity of opinions. New 
ſources of diſcord had for ſome time been open- 
ed. The Pariſian youth, amongſt whom there 
was ſcarcely one who had not ſeen a father, a 

brother, a relation or a friend fall beneath the 
decemviral axe, celebrated the revolution of the 
gth Thermidor, by ſinging or cauſing to be ſung 


in the theatres, and at every opportunity which 
; occurred, 
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occurred, a ſong called Le Reveil du Peuple, 
levelled at the Terroriſts, Robeſpierriſts, and the 
blood-ſuckers*. - The partizans of Collot, Bar- 
rere, Billaud, and Vadier perſuaded the inhabt- 
ants: of the faubourgs, not without foundation,” 
that theſe young men, whom they called the 
gilded youth, wiſhed to re-eſtabliſh royalty. I 
ſhort, the latter end of Ventoſe (the middle of 
March) and the beginning of Germinal (the 
latter end of March) laid the foundation of 
great events. An inflammatory petition was 
preſented in the name of the faubourg t cele- 
brated for the deſtruction of the Baſtille. The 
latter part of tlie time, a tumultuous deputation 
of women made their appearance, who would 
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- ® This hymn became a rallying ſignal to the royaliſts. We 
ſhall ſoon ſee theſe youths, who. then ſupported the ſound 
part of the convention from a hatred of the Mountain, and 
from the hope of overthrowing in the end the whole conven 
tion, after they had ſubdued the Mountain; riſing in inſur- 
rection againſt the national aſſembly, and inſolenily demand- 
ing that the Marſeilloĩs hymn ſhould no longer be ſang. In 
ſhort, they began to aſſame a dreſs, which events have clearly 
proved was a ſignal agreed on by the royaliſts. It- conſiſt» 
ed of a black collar, a green cravat, and the hair tied in long - 
treſſes. All theſe hopes of the ariſtocracy have failed. We 
ſhall ſhortly explain by hat « chain of circumſtances; which 
appear almoſt miraculous, the ariſtocracy itſelf, and the youth 
of Paris, ſaved the repedlls by the very ute hit 
en to ruin it. 


E Faubourg St. Antoine: 
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nor enter the convention except in a body. 


* Royaliſm and Tertoriſm were at the ſame time 


in agitation, though with different views; but 
both parties agreed in the wiſh of diſſolving the 
convention. The Terroriſts added to this deſire 


the threat of maſſacring the young men, pointed 


out by the deſcriptive name of Muſcadins, which, 


2s ſubſequent events have demonſtrated, they 


' deſerved. | A petition from the ſection of Jes 
| Puinzs-vingis ſignalized the 11th Germinal 


(March 3 1ſt). Under pretence of demanding 


| proviſions, the petitioners proteſted againſt the 


_ arreſt of ſome wicked men, whom they ſtyled 
patriots. On the 12th (April 1ſt) another ſec- 


tion came and delivered ſimilar ſentiments. 


In the mean time a conſiderable aſſembly was 
formed in the ſection of the city, under the gui- 
dance of d'Obſen, who ſucceeded to the pre- 
fidency of the revolutionary. tribunal, after the 
execution of Dumas and his accomplices, The 
men who compoſed this meeting refuſed to re- 
ceive their ſhare of bread, and prevented even 
the peaceable citizen from receiving his, in order 
to take advantage of his deſpair to draw him 


into their net. They at the ſame time corre- 
fponded with the agitators of the ſections of the 


lInvalids and the Quinze-vingts, The point of 
: union 


w 
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union was at the convention, againſt whom the 

' menacing horde of theſe pretended petitioners; 
directed their attack. A report on the ſubje& 

ol proviſion was ſuddenly interrupted by tumul- 

tuous cries, The rebels force the guard of the 

ſenate ; they flock into this ſacred temple, they 

demand with loud outcries, bread, the conſtitu- 
tion of 1793, and the, liberty of the patriots, 

that is to ſay, of thoſe to whom their party gave 
that name, thoſe who had been impriſoned ſince 
the gth Thermidor. While the ſenate was there 
_ expoſed to the daggers of aſſaſſins, the ſenſe of 

danger inſpired ſudden reſolution, the generale 
was beat in every ſection. Pichegru, the ſubju- 
ator of Holland, who had been three days in 
Paris, was appointed to the command of the 
national guard; but theſe troops aſſembled very 

flowly ; in four hours, Pichegru could only col- 
lect round the convention a weak body of 80 or 
100 men. The diſcuſſion, if that which was 
paſſing in the hall of the convention could be 
called ſo, was ſupported by Prieur de la Marne, 
who moved the reſtoration of the Terroriſts to 
freedom, by Montaut, Duhem, and Choudieu. 
In the interim the tocſin was rung; the ſections 
haſtened from all quarters to form a rampart 

round the convention; which once more was 
fer at t liderty, The conſpirators trembled, they 
Q2 were 
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were thiown inte diſorder,” and the danger was 
over It vb ag ſhort as it was terrible. Proofs 
of a ureadſul plot arrived from every part. The 
ddpunies Chaſles and Chuudieu pointed out to 
the: revahees' Andre Dumdot, who was in the 
chair, auc ſaĩd: Royali/mis in the chair. The 
repreſentative Anguis, who was ſent to enlighten 


the people, was ſtoppeq and wounded, They 


fired on Peniẽre his colleague, who flew to his 
aſſiſtance; be eſcaped death only by his courage 
and preſence of mind. In the mean time the 
fate of three of the accuſed was determined. 


They were to be inſtantly tranſported. The 


aſſembly decreed the arreſt of the deputies Fouſ- 
ſedoire;, Ruamps, Chaſles, Huguet, and Amar. 


Duhem, author of a counter-revolutionary 


addreſs preſented that morning by himſelf, to 
the ſection of the INnvalids; Choudieu, the aſ- 
ſaſſin of the virtuous Philippeaux; and Leonard 
Bourdon, the murderer of the priſoners of Or- 
leans at Verſailles, and all who were included in 
this decree, were conducted to the caſtle of Ham 
in Picardy. A calm enſued, but the departure 
of the three who were condemned to tranſport- 
ation, met with ſome obſtructions, excited by 
their partizans, and ſupported by. an immenſe 
crowd, who thought that theſe criminals were 
nor ſufficiently puniſhed, At length this freſh 

commotion 


« p 
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commotion was appeaſed. All thoſe: who were 
apprehended were ſent off, ſome to the Iſle of 
Oleron, the others to, the; .ciſtle, of- Ham. It 
af be ſeen, that it was the awkwardnels of the 


moda adopt d, and the. flowneſs and difcordance 
| 25 the, FE MIA which ſaßec the convention 
| Se, ,and which gave an e140 notion 


og 5 incapacity of the e * but what 
will be thought of e our r pripcjples of E goyernments 
which, to. this day, have been tp. take. pa vigorous 
ſteps tui che moment gf pyblic dagger, and thus 
betrayed every ching by a fatal tranquillicy? The 
committee made their report, abd the conyen;, 
tion was occupied. with. the. painful taſk of exa- 


wining this cbarnel houſe of crimes, | The evi- 
dence i in ſupport of the report etal bay Hu- 


«h „ 


that Cambon; Granct, 1 Thuriot —_ guilty, | 
of enormous offences; that Maignet, the Car- 

rier of the. South, Hentz who. in the ſpace: of 
two hours burned a whole town in the palate * 
inace, and filled the wells with. heaps of - laughs 
tered Nicims, Levaſſcur de la Sarthe, Moiſe 
Bayle, Craffous, and Lecointre, who only un- 
dertook co denounce great oriminals, in order, 
to ſell them his alſiſtance,/a a greater. price,, 
have not even the. ſhadow. of innocence. In, 
the ſame. ding. it r e to aboliſh. 
. Q3 capital 


reiz: 
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capital puniſhments ; but the convention called 
to mind that the crimes of Joſeph Lebon were 
yet unpunifhed, and the propoſition was ad- 
journed to times of greater felicity. On the 
2rf (April 10), the convention decreed that 
the terroriſts ſhould be diſarmed; yet the con- 
vention ſhewed itſelf as weak through exceſſive 
indulgence as it had been 'great and energetic, 
The tranſaction of the 12th and 13th Germinal 
(April 1ſt and ad) had little or no good conſe- 
quence. The incalculable error committed in 
delivering the tyrants of France from the power 
of the tribunals made the ſame error neceſſary 
with regard to their ſubalterns. In the midſt of 
this political lethargy, the conſpiracy of 29th 
Germinal (April 18) broke out; and was in- 
ftantly defeated ; but its failure was only the 
effect of a fortunate chance. Cambon and Thu- 
rigt;” who had eſcaped the decree of accuſation, 
Had prepared a new commotion in concert with 
thofe of their partizans who ' concurred in the 
convention. The only ſubject of doubt was 
the" time proper for its execution. The night 
berween the 29th and Joth (April-18 and 19), 
on which Lagrelée, a gendarme, and one of 
oth aſſociates, was to give the watch-word, was 
choſen in preference to the preceding night; ; 


rank "_ was on wy: 29th orly, that che committee 
received 


; petition, or 
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received the firſt intelligence of the plot. But 
for this exceſs of precaution in the conſpirators, 
the 28th and 29th would have been the laſt of 
the republic. Montaut had undertaken to' or- 
| ganize the ſeditious aſſemblies : to'exhibic him 
ſelf there in the drefs of 'a repreſentative z ; to 
open the priſons, and arm all the Jacobins, ter- 
roriſts, blood- ſuckers, and. miſcreants of à vaſt 
city, all of whom were the mortal enemies of 
the convention. A decree of accufation' was 
paſſed againſt him. The month of Floreal 


tion; but every thing prognoſticated freſh com- 
motions. The continually increaſing deprect- 
ation of the aſſigtrats augmented the public | 
miſery. On a ſudden, in the morning of the 
ft Prairial (May 20), the beating of the alarm 
diſmayed the timid, and invited the ſeditious to 


aſſemble, in order to be beſorehand with' tboſe 


whoſe office it, was to reſtrain their violence. A 
rather a ſort of manifefto, was pub« 
licly diftributed to all the individuals ſuſceptible 


of ſeduction. A collection of female furies co- 


vered the ſquare of the Carouzel, and the court 
of the Palais- National. Bread was demanded 
vich the loudeſt cries ; but their ferocious lan- 
guage anhounced the moſt ardent thirſt of blood. 
T he gares of the ſcnate were broken down and 
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forced. Ferraud, who had been but iwo de- 
| Cades' returned from the army of the Moſelle ; 


F erraud, who had ſighalized his courage in the 
North and the South; the young and amiable. 


repreſentative Ferraud flies to meet theſe furies; 
che exhorts, he intreats, he conjures them, on his 


: knees, to reſpect the ſenate, and not to ruin the 


4 republic. 23 
"make, a rampart againſt their attacks with his 
EF ap the earths they: trample him 


They hear him not. He wiſhed to 


under foot. His colleagues lift him up half 
dead, overwhelmed and penetrated with grief. 
The ſeditious ſpread themſelves over the outer 
court of the convention. The guards force chem 
wo-retire they return to the charge with addi- 
tional fury. Auguis and Ferraud, at the head 
of a numerous troop, repel the agents of crime 
on all ſides; but the mob without inereaſed 


every moment in numbers and violence: 


Bread, and the conſtitution of 1793, was ſeen 
-written on every hat, as a rallying ſignal. The 


| battalions of the ſections arrived, but their 


numbers were too few. The exceſs of the mil- 
chief principally aroſe from the defect of military 
order. The rebels inundate the hall of the aſ- 
ſembly ; they begin their rage with two aſſaſ- 
ſinations. A citizen ſnatched off a hat which 


was ſullied by the —_ ſignal ; inſtantly 2 
a 
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Lot levelled him with the grounds Fertaud, 
 darting before the, muſquets pointed at the preſi- 
dent, was deſirous of defendiog that unfortunate 
man; he himſelf was ſtruck ; he fell at the ſeet 
of the tribune; they drag him by the hair into 
the paſſage, where they completed his murder. 
His head cut off, and fixed on the point of a 
pinke, was carried through the hall, ſtopped be- 
fore the chair, and placed even. under the eyes 
of the preſident. Boiſſy, with his head covered, 
with an eye of ſerenity, and in an attitude of the 
moſt intrepid and. majeſtic tranquillity, beheld 
himſelf ſurrounded by a thouſand aſſaſſins; he 
;was made the object of their imprecations and 
_ their fury ; yet, ſuperior to all the efforts of 
erime, he; ſheyed theſe miſcreants, confounded 
at the ſight, that it was not in their power to 
ſeemed annihilated ; the patriots were ſubdycd, 
their energies paralyſed, the functionaries were 
without authority, the covention almoſt diſſolv- 
ed. One man at his poſt preſerved the dignity 
of France. The majeſty, the ſafety of France, 
ned ennie on Boiſſy d Anglah, 0 4755 


: | While F 13 mangled * was a prey to 

the outrages of his aſſaſſins, and was only aban- 

doned from the laſſitude of their ferocity ; while 
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bis head, carried on a pile, filled the hearts bf 
good citizens with diſmay, inſpired the m aleo! "i 


- tents with criminal joy, and increaſed their guilty 


hopes; a new band of rebels entered the conven = 
tion as aſſailants. Their leader commanded | 
filence- by the beating of drums; and read; ih 

the tribune, while ſurrounded with an armed 


force, the ſeditibus manifeſto bf. which we, have 


already ſpoken. If the inſurgents had ſeized 


| that moment, their triumph would have been 
enſured. The courage of Boiſſy d' Anglas would 


have precipitated his death. One of the con- 
ſpiring deputies had taken the chair. | Thoſe 
who ſurrounded Boiſſy were inceſſantly urging 
him to ſign their motions, ſaying .to: him, Sigh, 5 
or I will kill you. © Life is of ſittle import. 
„ ance to me, readies Boiffy ; but you wiſh 
et me to commit a great crime. I am a'repre- 
4 ſentative of the people, and preſident of the 
4 convention; I ſhall be faithful to my duty.” 
Perſiſting thus in his reſiſtance, he preſented his 
head inclined on the deſk to theſe cannibals. 
Thus Cicero, when he beheld his litter ſur- 
rounded by the ſatellites of the triumvirs, with 
coolneſs offered his auguſt head to the ſword of 
the aſſaſſins; but whether the leaders of the cri- 
minals wanted boldnefs or preſence” of mind, 
or whether Boiſſy diſconcerted their meafures, 
| it 


deputy Romme propoſed they ſhould deliberate 
with their hats off. Immediately and rapidly 
ſucceeded propoſitions for reſtoring to freedom 
the deputies who had been impriſoned or ſent 
off ſince the 12th and 13th. Germinal (April z 
and 2), for inſtituting domiciliary viſits, under 
pretence of ſearching for proviſions, for the per · 


manence of the ſections, and the ſuſpenſion or 


renewal of the committees of government. Ne- 
publicaniſm and virtue had not quitted the chair, 
Vernier, venerable from his white Hair, the 
ornament of an irreproachable old age, from 


his long labours in the conſtituent aſſembly and 


the- convention, had claimed the right of ſuc- 
ceeding Boiſſy i in this alarming poſt; and, aſter 
reiterated attempts, had prevailed. He diſplay- 
ed the ſame attitude, the ſame zeal to devote 
himſelf, the ſame majeſty. He was told, You 
muſt either Agen, or die. Vernier made no other 
reply, than untying his cravat, laying 1 it on the 
deſk, and preſenting his bare neck to the ſwords 


of the miſcreants. In the mean time, the com- 


mittees of government were aſſembled : the 
rebels did not even dream of diſſolving them, 
and. ſeizing their papers. The committees at- 


tempted the laſt effort of pacification. Le- 


gendre came, in their name, to requeſt that the 
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it was not till nine o'clock at night that the 
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good citizens would retire. He was interrupted 


by horrible outeries. The die at laſt was caft ; 
force alone could be of ſervice. The rebels 


began then to perceive, but it was too late, the 
importance of the opportunity they had let flip, 
and that there ate fnoments which can never 
de recalled; - they: orfiered the arreſt of the 


members of the committees. Duqdeſaoi, Bour- 
botte, Duroi, and Prieur de la Marne, ferocious 
Inſuls of the ancient government, were 


judged moſt. worthy of being intruſted with this 


infamous, office. They accepted it with joy, 

and. ſwore to execute it, or periſh ; but the 
moment of their power was paſſed. The cloſe 
of the day had recalled numbers of the factious 
to their homes; the i intoxication had been dif. 
pated by degrees, and had given way to excels 
of fatigue ; the thirſt of blood and the avidity of 


crime alone remained in full force. The arreſt 


of the committees was 'only a prelude to the 
blow they meditated. At midnight they pro- + 
poſed putting out of the protection of the law 


all who were not of the party, that is to ſay, of 


the Mountain. It was ſome minutes paſt half 


aſter eleven when their four commiſſioners were 


arreſted by the battalion of Lepelletier. The con- 
teſt laſted ſcarcely a moment: the pale ſatellites of 


j ae fled on all ſides! The avenues and tri. 


bunes 


* 
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| buns⸗ of the ſenate were at length delivered from 
thole monſters. The convention recovered its 
liberty and its dignity ; ; the deliberations recom- 
mefleed with ſtriking calmneſs ; a decree of 


arreſt was paſſed againſt fourteen deputies. Thus N 


paſſed theſe terrible moments, {lo ſhort, and vet 
| ſo memorable, | | 


kn SE... 4 
REES. 


The nent day, kn llgenee was beate, about 
noon, that the battalions of the Faubourg St. Au- 
toine were marching to the convention. It was 
announced to the aſſembly that theſe men wiſh- 


ed, in order to ſpare the effuſion of blood, that 
a deputation of its members ſhould be ſent to 


them. A ſummons to a town on the eve of 
being carried by aſſault is not couched in 
ſtronger terms. Six commiſſioners were ap- 
pointed ; and the convention decreed that, on 
the 25th Prairial (June 13), the fundamental 
laws of the conſtitution of 1793 ſhould be pre- 
ſented to them, The commiſſioners, on their 
return, declared, that the decree correſponded 
with-the inclinations of the infurgents ; a depu- 
tation from them was announced, and admitted. 
The ſpeaker demanded bread, the conſtirution 
of 1793, and the liberation of the patriots im- 
ptiſoned ſince the gth Thermidor. The pre- 
fident replied. in a manner calculated to calm 


X 


7208 their 


* 


5 
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their minds, and the petitioners were admitted 
to the honours of the ſitting. They trode on the 
fame ground which the evening before they had 
ſtained with the blood of the regretted Ferraud, 


and received the fraternal embrace amidſt the ap- 


plauſes of the ſenate. The tribunes knew better 
than the convention' what was conformable to its 
dignity ; their murmurs of diſapprobation burſt 
forth during the diſgraceful embrace; and thy 


| ſhade, O Ferraud ! muſt have ſhuddered at the 


fight. Undoubtedly, alſo, thoſe. men who had 
brought the olive of peace, thoſe miniſters of the 
allied nations, who, on the preceding evening, had 


merited marks of approbation and gratitude from 


the ſenate, for not having quitted them when ex- 
poſed to a common danger, declaring that they 
would ſhare the fate of the convention, they were 


| preſent at this degrading ſcene. Did they on the 


2d Prairial (May 21ſt) recolle& theſe very 
men, this identical ſenate ? It is true that the ſe- 


| nate was afraid of arming the inhabitants of the 


fame city againſt each other ; but the honours of 
the ſitting would have ſufficed, and the embrace 
was going too far. The 4th Prairial (May 23) 
has, at leaſt, proved the neceſſity of acting with 
great vigour. On the 3d (May 22) the criminal 
tribunal had condemned to death a man con- 
victed of having carried on a pike the head of 

13 | a 


7 
2 


* 
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the repreſentative Ferraud. The accomplices of 
the aſſaſſin reſcued him at the ſcaffold, and led 
bim in triumph to the Faubourg St. Antoine, 
Such exceſs muſt have a concluſion, A nume- 
rous body of young men * preſented themſelves 
that ſame evening to the committees of governs, 
ment, demanded arms, a leader, and the honour- 
able permiſſion of marching the firſt to the re- 
duRion of the rebel Faubourg. Their generous 
offer was accepted. A ſtronger military force 
was at the ſame time collected, and the con ven- 
tion decreed that the three ſections of the. Fax- 
beurg ſhould be immediately ſummoned to de- 
liver up their cannon, and the deſtroyers of the 
national repreſentation; in caſe of refuſal, the 
armed force were to purſue the rebels to deſtrue- 
tion. Theſe men turned pale at the ſight of the 
menacing appearance that awaited them; they 
ſurrendered their cannon, and delivered up all the 
known criminals who had not eſcaped by flight. 
The convention ordered the rebels to be entirely 
diſarmed. A calm was reſtored, and terror 
reigned only in the breaſts of the guilty. The 
convention alſo ordered all the terroriſts through- 
out the republic to be diſarmed. Information 


0 Subſequent events proved that theſe young men were 
dangerous auxiliaries; they marched againſt the Faubourg | 
dt. Antoins ſolely from a hatred of . culottes. 
| was 
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was received that Collot d'Herbois and Billaud 


Varennes had embarked for Guyane. The con- 
vention commanded Barrere to be brought be- 
fore the criminal tribunal of La Charente Infe- 
rieure. Pache, Bourbotte, and the other great 
criminals, were alſo ſent to the tribunals. The ar- 
reſt of 20 deputies was decreed. Satisfactory in- 
telligence from the armies conſoled the good ci- 


tizens. Succeſs in the Pyrenees and the Alps 
had followed a till more conſiderable ſucceſs, 


the capture of Luxembourg, and a ſhort time 


after that of ara 


_ Entangled in a train of events, we have not 
yet been able to give an account of the trial of 
Fouquier Tinville, the cannibal public accuſer. 


After a long proceſs, he loft his head on the 


fame ſcaffold which he had dyed with the blood 
of ſo many victims. Our anceſtors held it as an 
axiom, that it is better to ſave a hundred guilty, 
than to ſacrifice one innocent man; this mon- 
ſter's maxim was, that it was better to ſlaughter 
a thoufand innocent perſons, than to ſuffer one 
guilty man'to eſcape. It is well known what he 
meant by guilty men. Y 


— 


We ought allo to notice the death of the ſon of 
n XVI. 0 died on the 20th Floreal of th 
3d year 
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qd year (April 30, 1794). There remains 


now, that we may not be under the neceſſity of 
recurring to the period, ſome important reflec- 
tions to be made on one of the principal means of 
defence employed by Barrere, Billaud, Collot, 


and Vadier; they attempted to throw all the 
blame of their offences on Robeſpierre and the 


other decemvirs. Sometimes they ſaid, that 
they ſigned warrants of arreſt from the confi= 


dence” they had in the tyrant; at others they 
aſſerted, that they watched in ſilence the ſteps of 
the tyrant, in order to unmaſk him in the end, 


But if they had not been really his accomplices, 
would it not. have been eaſy for them to have 

counteracted the attempts of three -miſcreants ? 
Acquainted as they were with their execrable 


tyranny, they deſerved death for not having de- 
nounced the tyrants. All who are concerned in 


the direction of affairs in times of oppreſſion, are 


guilty either as principals or accomplices. The 


man who is inveſted with great authority, either 
combats or ſhares the tyranny, unmaſks or pal- 


lates it, ſuppreſſes or favours it; there is no 
middle path, 


Nothing is more curious or inſtructive 4n hiſ- 
tory, than the compariſon of ſimilar events which 
take place in ages ſeparated by an immenſe in- 

VOL, Il, R terval 


* 
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terval of time. An abridgement of an eloquent 
ſpecch delivered before the Athenians, 2396 
years ſince, by Lyſias, and directed againſt the 
40 tyrants of Athens, has Juſt been re-pririted, 
This oration mentions à number of facts, which 
reſemble ſo nearly thoſe which we have witneſſed, 
that thoſe readers who are not much acquainted 
with the Grecian hiſtory, will ſcarcely believe 
that it is an oration of antiquity. It will be there 
ſeen, that Theramenes, the Robeſpierre of. 
Athens, Had the ſüme principles, made the ſame 
ſpeeches; and employed the ſame means. He 


| had his Jacobins, who were called eſbricte. 


Then, alſo, riches were evidence 4 guilt; and 
men, whoſe ruin they wiſhed, were objects of 
ſuſpicion; then, as now, the accomplices of 


Theramenes fought to exculpate thernſelves by 
_ throwirng the whole blame of their rrimes on 
him. 
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BOOK XXIX. 


New Terroriſts or Aſſaſſins. The Societies of Je- 
' ſus and of the Sun.—Green Cravats and black 
_ Collars, Diſturbances on account of the two 
Songs or Hymns, the Marſeillois Hymn and 
le Reveil du Peuple.—The new Calendar.— 
© Change propoſed in it by the Author of this 
 Hiftory,-The new Conſtitution. —Sketch of 
_ the Labours of the Convention in the Formation 
Fit. View of the public Mind, of the actual 
Situation of France, of the Decrees relative to 
the Two-thirds, and of the Arts and Sciences. 
Meaſures of public Safety propoſed by the Au- 
thor.—General Notion of the principal Otjerts 
of a Legiſlator's Attention. — Events of the 13th 
and 14th Vendemiaire October 4 and 5) 
Keflections on our Revolution. — The latter De- 
crees of the Convention. — Plan and State of 
the Finances. —Digreſſion on what has been 
called the Revolution of Brabant.—A general 
Amneſty decreed by the Convention. Exceptions 
to this Amneſty.— The Convention declares that 


its Seffon is ferminated, and forms itſelf an 
$7: electoral 
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electoral Body, under the Prefi an of the 0 
its Members. 


By what fatal SEE is it that the veſſel of the re- 
volution, already aſſailed on all ſides, is inceſſantly 
expoſed to freſh-tempeſts ? It would appear that 
after the event of Germinal and Prairial, (March, 
April, and May,) after diſarming the Faubourg 
St. Antoine, ſo prone to error, and the ancient 
terroriſts ; after the arreſt of the greater number 
of the moſt criminal deputies; in ſhort, at the 
moment when the ſcaffolds of terror were over- 
thrown, when the dictatorial baſtilles and the den 
of the Jace bins were ſnut, the hiſtorian of the 
revolution yould be no longer condemned to 
lead his reader from ſtorm to ſtorm, from plot 
to plot; eſpecially after the convention had de- 
creed the trials of all thoſe men, who, by their 
| ſanguinary provocations, by their conduct really 
terroriſt, proved that they were accomplices or 
agents of the tyranny ; but the paſſions of men 
admit no bounds to their gratification. The 
agitators, in like manner, ſet no limits to their 
criminal hopes. France, at this period, was wa- 

vering between royaliſm and anarchy. The ac- 
tions of the oppreſſors who overwhelmed France 
in the time of Robeſpierre, were ſo bloody and ſo 
terrible, 


— 
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terrible, as to eclipſe the hiſtory of the moſt bar · 


barous nations; the re- actions were no leſs vio- 
lent; bands of royaliſt aſſaſſins were collected i in 


the weſt, in the ſouth, and in the north; ſocieties 
were formed, calling themſelves ſocieties of Jeſus 
and of the Sun, who proclaimed. and. committed 
A prodigious number of murders even on. thoſe 
victims who were already under the ſword of the | 
law. Theſe: new terroriſts or furoriſts, for they 
have been alſo. called by this name, equalled, 
if not ſurpaſſed the former, in crime and auda- 
city. Their enormities, their barbarous ven- 
geance, were ſuch, that the then re · actors almoſt 
inclined the public to abſolve Robeſpierre, if any 
thing could reſcue: that monſter's name from in- 
famy. Thus terror only changed hands, and did 
not ceaſe from elevating her bloody ſceptre; and 
from exhibiting every where the ſpectre of her 
coloſſal and hideous figure. Every thing ſerved 
for, a pretext, every thing became a rallying ſig- 
nal for the murderers of all parties, for the 
anarchiſts as well as the royaliſts. At Paris the 
convention had ordered the national inſtitution 
of muſic to perform ſeveral patriotic airs at the 
_ feaſt which was ſoon to take place in celebration 
of the-anniverſary of the 1oth- of Auguſt, Some 
young men, for the moſt” part royaliſts, but 
n whom there were ſome Jacobins and 

* anarchiſts, 
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anarchiſts, came to !the vommittees of govern- 
ment, and infolently Genvanded that they ſhould | 
fing and play *ohly'the | Ne veil du peuple, which 
in reality Was only 'caleviletetl to awaken rey- 


 vlifm. This commotion was Hoon appeaſedl. 


Green'ctivats3 black rollars, and the- hair i in ring- 
Jets, äs adreſs: partſculatly affected by:the roy- 
Alilts. Patal- conteſts enſued from it in many 
places, and partieularly at Lyons. It would 
Have bern better, perhaps, to have 'overlooket 
every patticutarity of dteſs. To give any atten- 
Yon to it was to make it of f οννtance. If any 
particular Uteſs be prehibned, diſcontent will be 
ictive in the fVehj’iKBef nem Des for the police 
again to intefdict. he committee of general 
aftty rok! the wile courſe df prohibiting the di- 

Aurbiride"oftany one on aecE,:,; of his dreſs. It 
does not. appear that this! freſn a ſermentation of 
cfiſcord will have any formidable effects, ſince the 
ancient ſyſtem of terror is entirely overthrown, 
Aid theſe new terroriſts, theſe aſſuſfins, and the 
ſocieries of Jeſus and he Sun, already engage all 
the attention and ſeverity of the government ; its 
energy and vigovr can alone prevent freſn explo- 
ons. The convention haſtened to preſent a 
new conſtitution and mode of — the 
people for their ſanction. 


Before 
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oe K. ve proceed to this Toth denn, 


rupting 1 the thread 0 of 705 narration. 


It was decreed that the French zra ſhould, for 
the future, begin from the foundation of the re- 
public, the 22d of September 1792. Every year 
is to commence at midnight of the day on which 
the true autumnal equinox falls, according to the 
obſervations made at the obſervatory : at Paris. 
The year is divided into 12 months of 30 days 
each. At the expiration | of the 12 months fol- 
low five days to complete the ordinary year; 
theſe five days belong. to none of the months. At 
Firſt they were called ans culletides ; but this ri- 
"Giculous appellation was aboliſhed. b a decree i in 
the month of F ructidor 179 55 (Auguſt and 
September,) and theſe days have ſince been call- 


| K ſopplementary days. | 


Fabre TEglantines made a very intereſting 
Teport on this ſubject, upon which the new re- 
form of the calendar was decreed on the ſecond 


month of the ſecond year of the republic (Octo- 
ber 1793). I think, however, that it would 


have been better not to have made our revolution | 


an epoch, and that the calculation which the 
R 4 1 ſun's 
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ſun's path points out ſhould have been preferred 
for this reformation. The year being a natural 
revolution, its commencement ſhould be fixed 
by ſome known law of Nature, and not depend 
on events which do not reſult from any of 
her operations. If this principle be neglected, 
of what importance is the uniformity of prin- 
ciples which it is ſo much wiſhed to eſtabliſh 
among all nations? Each would, undoubtedly, 
be deſirous of dating from its own revolution; 
moreover, as there is no age which does not 
afford new events, even in the ſame nation; 
as there is no age which has not ſome pre- 
tenſions to form an epoch for the enſuing 
year; what, if this be granted, is the moſt natu- 
ral period from which to date the beginning of 
the year? If we conſider only the path of the 
ſup, i it is obvious that the firſt ſtep of his progreſs 
towards us, is at the ſolſtice of Capricorn; that is 
the point where this luminary, being at the 
Joweſt degree of his orbit, begins to re- approach 
our hemiſphere. But the admiſſion of this prin- 
ciple alone, to fix the commencement of the 
year, would introduce on the earth a multiplicity 
of different epochs, according to the various ſitu- 
ations of the zones, This principle is not then 
the only one which ought to be conſulted. There 


are two very remarkable points in the annual or- 
| b bit 


| 9 | 
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bit of the ſun, viz, the two equinoctial points. 


Every advantage is united in theſe, and no others 
poſſeſs the ſame; there alone is the ſun ſeen at 
the ſame time by all the earth; there only are 
the days and nights of equal length to the whole 


globe; there only is the earth divided into two 


equal parts by the diurnal motion of the ſun. 
But if the effects of the ſun are the ſame in theſe 
two points when he arrives at them, the effects 
are directly contrary on the two hemiſpheres as 


he departs; ſo that the law of Nature ſeems to re- 


quire that there ſhould be two epochs for the 
- commencement of the year, the equinox of Aries 


for the northern hemiſphere, and the equinox of 


Libra for the ſouthern hemiſphere * 


I cannot avoid ſaying, that the point in which 
the eye of the world abandons us, when vegeta- 
tion ceaſes, when nature ſeems to ſleep, when 
every thing appears at an end, is not the natural 


inſtant for the commencement of our year. 
What motives of preference are there for the 


equinox of Aries! the conformity of this epoch 
with aſtronomical calculations, the progreſs of 
the ſun and awakening of nature, every thing 
ſeems to point it out as a law. At that point 
for our hemiſphere, the light of the world opens 


2 That is the vernal equinox in each hemiſphere, , 
| the 
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the molt beautiful ſeaſon; He is ſeen to ad- 
Vance in all the Briſliancy of his ſplendor towards 
our Zenith, geviving every thing, regenerating 
every thing, apf ſheddipg fequndation every 


tables again regr their head, animals begin to be 
reptoduced; every thing eine A ag a new 
We, a nem. Weg, 13. 


1 add to theſe teflecions, that _ reform here 
Peopoſed vpuld be much, more generally adopted 
than. the, epoch of pur republican ra, which is 
only intereſting to ourſclyes. - | Our revolution 
$958, not qequire theſe denominations | to enſure 

denon minatigns will paſs away, 


but her glory will not paſs away. 


The gion aboliſhed ae puniſh- 
ments, with a few. exceptions; but they thought 
It neceſſary to decree, that this beneficent law 


ſhould not take place till the re- eſtabliſnment af 


peace. The execotion of this law is become a 
matter of greater urgency, inaſmuch as one of 
the greateſt crimes of the decemvirs was, not 
.only to, have. completely deſtroyed the morals of 
a people already corrupt, but to have accuſtomed 
the riſing generation to the-ſight of blood. We 


have ſeen its effuſion ned by the people, 
and 


where. The egrch reſumes her verdure, vege- 
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and the ferociaus ſaying of Bernave, 1s #his load 


fo pure that it deſerves regret? repeated by 


them, whiletthey imputed the crime of ariſtocracy 
to-the-bleeding victims. No man can, however, 
be; guilty unleſs legally convicted, and we but too 
well know that the ſentences of thoſe times were 
nothing but aſſaſſinations, 


| The convention cre alſo the benevolent 


law of divorce; but the faction which then 


ruled, ſowed in it the ſeeds of great immorality. 
The convention of the gth Thermidor, (if we 
may be pardoned this expreſſion,) ſuſpended the 
operation of this law, to the means of putting 


which in force anden attention had not been 
given. 


The convention at length arrived at the pe- 
riod of gratifying the national wiſhes, by pre- 
ſenting to the nation for its ſanction a conſtitu- 
tion, free and republican, but not inclining to 
anarchy, popular but not favourable to popular 
tumult. It was accepted, becauſe the nation 
were eager for good laws, for peace and hap- 


pineſs, becauſe it was tired of revolutionizing 


and being revolutionized. This conſtitution is 


perhaps the leaſt imperfect in its kind of any 


that 
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that has yet appeared. The police which it has 
eſtabliſhed is infinitely ſtricter than in any other 
conſtitution: All the enlightened men admire 
that part of it which treats of legiſlation; but 
the executive directory has not, according to the 
opinion of the beſt judges, ſufficient ſtrength, 
nor intereſt enough in the rigorous execution of 
the laws. It is not, if I may be allowed the 
expreſſion, enough the man of the revolution. 
Every man is not an Ariſtides, ſolely inflamed 
by a pure love of his country; 2 motive for 
emulation is requiſite; ambition ſhould .above 
all be ſtimulated; a proſpe& of glory. ſhould 
at leaft be held out. It has been advanced in 
' ſeveral political writings, that a ſingle preſident, 
even if removeable every year, would be danger- 
ous at a time when the republic is not yet well 
conſolidated, and that the beſt intentions would 
be fruſtrated, becauſe a people recently reſtored 
to freedom, i is neceſſarily jealous of its liberty, as 
a lover is of his miſtreſs, and apt to ſuſpect even 
_ © the beſt deſigns. I alfo idolize liberty and the 
republic, and it is becauſe I love it, that, after 
+ having weighed all. the arguments on one ſide 
and the other, I am entirely of their opinion, 
who wiſh an executive power more vigorous, 
more impreſſive, and more intereſted in public 


affairs, a preſident removeable at moſt every 
five 
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five years, and re- eligible after a certain interval. 
I ſhould have wiſhed that this preſident had a 
veto of five days; and that he had a right to 
afiſt at the, deliberations of the council of 500.. 
Real, a writer of diſtinguiſhed merit has made. 
the following obſervations on this ſubject. The 
executive power is eclipſed by the ſplendor 
ce which ſurrounds the council of ancients ; and 
ce before the coloſſal dimenſions given to this 
© branch of the legiſlature, the executive g0- 
ee vernment diſplays a littleneſs, an inſignifi- 
ee cance, a nullity almoſt, which deprives them 
ce of the importance and of the emulation 
c which are never more neceſſary than in theſe 
« times of anarchy, and which the guards al- 
ee lowed them do not confer. Reduced, as in 
ce the conſtitution of 1793, to the inſigaificance 
« of «firſt clerks, expoſed to the ſtorms of the 
te 500, exiſting only under the: protection of the 
ce ancients, the five members of the directory, 
te forgotten like the five miniſters ſupplanted by 
© the committee of public ſafety, will be loſt 
« without the leaſt mention being made of them 
te during their exiſtence, without a thought being 
c beſtowed on them when they ſhall be no more, 
te. and what is ſtill more melancholy, without the 
& power of doing good. How is it poſſible for 


cc them to reſtrain the * the jealouſies, 
« and 
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c an the factions whielx ſubſiſt among a people, 
ce flery, impetuous, fierce, in their new exiſtence 

and their hberty, yet in the paroxyſms of the 
« fever of the moſt aſtoniſhing as ven as the 

« moſt terrible revolution ** | 


The time is arrived to take a ſcrotinifing 
ſurvey of the labours of the convention. It is 
but too true, that from the ad of Sept. till the 
gth Thermidor, there was no republic, and it was 
with juſtice decreed, that there was tyranny in 
the government. The convention of the gth 
Thermidor ſought to waſh away this ſtain by the 
manner in which it not only ſubverted the tyranny 
and the tyrants, but by a reparation, as far as lay 
in its power, of all the evil which had been done. 
This aſſembly afterwards diſplayed as much 
grandeur and magnanimity, as it had cowardice 
and debaſement in the time of Robeſpierre. It 
above all developed a profound policy, when it 
inſerted as an article of the conſtitution, that the 
legiſlative body ſhould be renewed only as to one 

third ; this meaſure diſconcerted every plot, It 
has ſeen without fear the poniards of aſſaſſins 
liſted againſt it ſince the gch Thermidor ; and 
called to our recollection in the month of Ger- 
minal and Prairial, thoſe venerable ſenators of 
Rome, who, tranquilly ſeated in the curule chairs, 
6 met 
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met the approach of the Gails and of death with 
a ſerene aſpect. Before the gth T herimidor it 
preſented to view, the unequal conteſt of vice 
with virtue. Since that epoch it has afforded 
the ſpectacle of virtue ſubdutng crime, and the 
filf more enchaiifibg ſpectacle of virtue ſeeking 


to repair the evils perpetrated by vice. We 


ſhall ſobn ſee that its zeal and ſolicitude to Alle- 
viate the ſituation of the victims of tytanny, 
cauſed great diſaſters and hazarded the ruin of 
the ſtate; büt the intention was pure, at leaſt on 
the part of the rhaſs of the convention. Not- 
withſtanding the ferivus imprudence committed 


in liberating all the victims of the reign of blood, 


Without making any diſtinction between the cri- 
tinal and dangerous men, and thoſe who were 
innocent, the nV nin did not appear the lels 
Worthy of f6 ndivg the republic, eſpecially when 
it ereed it on the baſis of a conſtitution pre- 
ſented to the People for their ſanction. This 
Lonſtitution At leaſt excludes thoſe virulent and 
cörröſive ſeeds of anarchy, which the preceding 
confliturios contained, | 


But did the convention of the gth Thermidor 
do all that it ought, all that ic could have done? 
No, certainly; z it ſuppreſſed - the revokutionary 
tribunal, commiſſions and committees, as well 
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as the Neronian laws of the 13th Germinal. 
(March 3d), and of the 22d Prairial (June roth), 
and other ſanguinary laws paſſed under the reign 
of Robeſpierre. It ſuppreſſed alſo the laſt mili- 
tary committee; but have we not bad ſince in- 
ſtitutions ſimilar to thoſe. horrible laws? Has it 
not, to reproach itſelf with thoſe ſpecial juries 
eſtabliſhed ſubſequently to the period of the th 
Thermidor? Have we not ſeen perſons ac- 
quitted by the juries, and again brought to trial 
for the ſame offence? The convention at. laſt 
has reformed all theſe abuſes; but has encou- 
raged others perhaps ſtill more terrible. It is a 
duty the more incumbent. on us to develope in 
this place, the fatal conſequences which reſulted, 
becauſe they will long influence the deſtiny .of 
the republic. It is evident that I allude to the 
liberation of the priſoners with whom Robe- 
ſpierre and his agents had-loaded the jails, which 
was ordered too univerſally and with too little 
precaution. It was undoubtedly right, it was 
juſt, it was worthy of the convention to dry up 
the tears of thoſe unfortunate perſons, whom the 
gth Thermidor had reſcued from the axe of 
the dictators; but meaſures ſhould have been 
adopted to prevent the re- action which it was 
impoſſible not to foreſee would happen. It was 
in conſequence of this conduct, that ariſtocracy, 

fanaticiſm, 
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fanaticiſh, and royaliſm once more reared their 
audacious' heads: Then it was, that the ſocieties 
of Jeſus and of the Sun, of which we have 
ſpoken, were organized; there is no writer 
capable of adequately delineating the cannibal- 
iſm and cold-blooded atrocity of theſe ſocieties. 
Thoſe captives, and eſpecially the prieſts, cor- 
rupted the minds of the departments; then the 
value of the Afignat fell to nothing in moſt of 
the departments; and the places were beſtowed 
on the moſt determined royaliſts. The releaſed 
' priſoners were put on the juries in a great 
variety of diſtricts; and all the ancient terroriſts, 
all the true revolutioniſts, whom great care muſt 
be taken not to confound with the former, in- 
nocent and guilty, had their moſt bitter enemies 
for their judges. Theſe numerous | releaſes, 
ordered after the gth Thermidor by the con- 
vention, without any degree of foreſight for the 
public good, poured into the boſom of the body 
politic torrents of individuals, breathing nought 
but vengeance. The nonjuring prieſts, become 
intereſting from perſecution, appeared to the 
people and the inhabitants of the country places 
in the light of martyrs. Theſe prieſts profited 
of that aſcendant to kindle the flames of fanati- 
ciſm. A long time after the period of which 
vol. 11. s we 


** 
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we are ſpeaking, the convention decreed, on the 


-6th Vendemiaire, (Sept. 27,) a law reſpecting 
the public worſhip; but the miſchief was done, 
and had taken deep root. Could they ever per- 
ſuade themfelves that this law would be well 
enforced? We ſhall fee in the ſequel whether 
the executive directoty has been more fortunate 
in this reſpect. In a word, Robeſpierre ſtretched 
the revolutionary bow too far, the convention of 
the geh Thermidor relaxed it too much. This 
error gave a moſt fatal 'aſcendant to the ariſ- 
tocracy and the royaliſts, who under the maſk of 
indulgence, and profeſſing themſelves enemies to 
blood and terror, like tigers who could roar out 
the word humanity, gave a free vent to their 
rage and their revenge, not only againſt. the 
ancient terroriſts, but againſt the true revo- 
lutioniſts, the irreproachable republicans, whom 
they called Robeſpierriſts or Terroriſts, for the 
purpoſe of confounding them with ſuch men. 
Thus before the gth Thermidor, counter-revo- 


lutioniſts and anarchiſts mingled with the true 


patriots, for the purpoſe of leading them on 
from one exceſs to another, and to bring them 


back to deſpotiſm; ſince that. day, falſe indul- 


gence has been the promoter of a cruelty, often 


more atrocious than that of the ancient terroriſts. 


The 
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The convention has ſince wiſned, at the epoch 
of the famous decrees of the 5th and 1 3th Fruc- 
tidor, (Aug. 22 and 3o,) again to bend the re- 
volutionary bow; it went even ſo far as to de- 
eree the baniſhment of the refractory prieſts. In 
ſpite of their incorrigible diſpoſitions, and what- 


ever .prejudice may feel againſt thoſe preachers 


of fanaticiſm, I think it would have been more 
politic, and certainly more juſt, to have been 
contented with a rigorous enforcement of the 
ſevere police eſtabliſhed by the convention itſelf 
with regard to the public worſhip: at leaſt this 
expedient ſhould have been tried before they had 
recourſe to meaſures of greater ſeverity, Perſe- 


cution makes proſelytes, and gives freſh food to : 


fanaticiſm. I think alſo that the convention, 


| alchough humanity and probably the ſafety of the 


ſtate were its motives, hazarded the dignity and 


majeſty of the republic, by treating with the 
chiefs of La Yendee, with rebels, as with an in- 


dependent power; it ought beſides to have fore- 


ſeen the inutility of this reconciliation with thoſe f 


whom they called our miſled brothers of La 
 Yendee, The convention, or rather the com- 
mittee of government, committed another great 
faulc in politics, 'when they failed to bring to 
Paris rhe Jeaders of the robbers whom they had 
arreſted for haying broken the treaty of peace; 
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they were entruſted to unſafe hands, who releaſed | 
the greater number of them. | 


The convention, forced by its enemies to 
have recourſe to rigorous meaſures, which muſt 
be carefully diſtinguiſhed from thoſe which, 
under Robefpierre, were called m2a/ures of terror, 
was deſirous of repairing its weakneſs and in- 
dulgence already become fatal to the republic; 
it again became a Mountain, without having 
any thing in common with the ancient Moun- 
| tain; that is to fay, it diſplayed revolutionary 
energy, without being ſullied by crimes ; but an 
expiring aſſembly, an aſſembly in which diviſions 
prevailed, on account of the decrees of the two- 
thirds, could only apply a feeble remedy to ſo 
many diſorders, and, above all, to the degene- 
racy of the public mind. It has alſo to reproach 
| itſelf with not having adopted any ſtrong mea- 
ſures for the finances, which the circumſtances 
of the times ſo imperiouſly called for, and which 
have been ſince propoſed ad adopted during 
the ſitting of the legiflative body. The colonial 
committee did not make a report, which the 
convention ought to have exacted; and this 
important branch of the public proſperity was 


abandoned to the mercy of events. The con- 


4 | vention 
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vention paſſed a law which fixed a war-tax; 
this law was at once impolitic, and badly framed. 
We ſhall ſee, in the ſequel, that they ſubſtituted 
in its room a forced loan, an impoſt better con- 
ceived, but arbitrarily divided. It has been ſaid, 
that there is no ſyſtem ſo abſurd, which cannot 
find a philoſopher ready to adopt it; one may 
alſo ſay, with equal reaſon, that there is no poli- 
tical error of which a numerous body may not 
be guilty. Such was the decree which gave a 
mortal wound to the gn. By that decree, 
the trade in gold and filver coin was authorized; 
from that moment, the ruinous ſyſtem of- ſtock- 
jobbing began its diſaſtrous ſpeculation. The 
price of neceſſaries was augmented to a pitch 
which poſterity will ſcarcely credit. A pair of 
ſhoes was ſold for 2400 livres; a hat for 3500; 
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of the committees of government with regard to Ec 
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the people, was the announcing, without inter- 
miſſion, and at different periods, the aſſurance of 
even the moſt ſudden increaſe of bread, when 
they had not the ſmalleſt expectation of realiſing 

_ thoſe hopes. Another reproach with which they 
have to charge themſelves is, that no aſſembly 
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* Theſe almoſt incredible ſums were paid in aflignats, 
1001, for a pair of ſhoes ; 1451. 16s, 8d. for a hat; and 
31. 6s. 8d, for a pound of bread. 
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ever reverſed 'and paſſed again ſo many of its 
own decrees. There is nothing more fatal than 
ſo much verſatility in a legiſlature. A ſtill 
greater fault was the ſo often having made aſ- 
ſaults on the liberty of the pteſs, and the ſacred 
right of petitioning. We have ſeen petitioners 
dragged from the bar to priſon. The following 
picture of the convention. is drawn by Real, 
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What Tacitus,” ſays he, „could give us the 
hiſtory. of its great actions, and of its exceſſes ? 
' Obſcure men, delegated to make laws, during 
a dictatorſhip of three years, diſplayed an 


energy, a grandeur, a ferocity,. which was 


not ſurpaſſed by the virtues of ancient Rome, 


nor the fury of the firſt Cæſars. Phyſicians, 
«* advocates, attornies, ſtart at once into legiſ- 


lators of great conceptions, and warriors of 


© immenſe boldneſs : they ſhook Europe to the 
centre, and entirely changed her ſyſtem ; 


they conceived and executed the plan of that 
campaign of 1793, which will be the eternal 
admiration of profeſſional men. With a cou- 
rageous hand they ſigned the death - warrant 
of the ſucceſſor of a hundred kings; and on 
that day alone was the ſceptre, to which four- 
teen centuries had conciliated a religious and 
fanatical veneration, broken to pieces. On 
that day, they threw out a challenge to af- 
te frighted 
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cc. « frighted Europe; and William the Conqueror, 
ce when he burned his veſſels, did got place him- 
ec ſelf with more courage between victory and 

death. Without money or credit, without 
c arms or artillery, without falt-petre, without 
_— armies; betrayed by Dumouriez; Valenciennes 

% in the hands of the Auſtrians; Toulon ſur- 
« rendered to the Engliſh; Lyons in revolt; 
« the king of Pruſſia at the gates. of Landau; 
% and 150,000: Vendeans over-running- ninety 
„ Jeagues of country'; they paſſed a dectret at 


e this moment, and France became a vaſt ma- 


* gazine of arms and of falt-petre ſhe was 
« covered with bayonets, and 1,400,000 men 
te roſe up in arms. Hymns and the march of 


& aſſault foiled the German tactics, This ter- 
« rible convention would have ravaged the 


ce whole world, but ſhe exhauſted her devouring 
ce energy; two parties, alternately conquering 
tc. and conquered, were each in their turns hur. 
e ried to the guoeine, 


ea 


Loet us reſiding the narrative we began of 


the labours of the- convention; it promiſed a 
clear and preciſe law on the liberty of the preſs; 
but it terminated its ſeſſion without ofdaining 
any thing on that ſubject. The legiſlative body 
alſo employed itſelf, as we ſhall ſee hereaſter, 
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upon that queſtion, from which three logilluetes 
had reeeded with apprehenſion. When we ar- 
rive at that period, we ſhall report the beſt ob- 
ſervations which were made on that delicate 
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On the motion of Gregoire, the convention 
decreed different habits: for the different public 
functionaries. The dreſs of the legiſlative body 
reminds us of the Roman toga; it is impoſſible 
to diſapprove of this decree. Such is human 
infirmity, - that dreſs has great influence on the 
minds both of governors and the governed: Is 
it not to the ſplendour or ſingularity of the dreſs 
of the prieſts that they have been indebted, in 
all ages, and in all nations, for their unbounded 
empire, and that randy rn which has | 
nd n. ſo nn * 1 5 

The two Wen ward can be laid to 
the charge of the convention are, without doubt, 
their enduring the long and ſanguinary domina- 
tion of the decemvirs, and their making, after 
the gth Thermidor, a too retrograde and almoſt 
counter-reyolutionary movement, by enlarging 
all the priſoners without diſtinction, and without 
precaution, permitting the trade in gold and 
filver, and ſuffering the exchange, that hot-bed 
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ol ſtock: jobbing, to be opened. Truth requires 
of che hiſtorian to confeſs, that Freron, and ſome 
other deputies, at that time influenced the con- 
vention, as Robeſpierre had previouſly done, 
and as Mirabeau did the conſtituent aſſembly. 
How weak and contemptible is human nature! 
How, often do numerous errors excite the indig- 

nation, and how much oſtener the pity of the 
philoſopher! We have ſeen the people and the 
convention, which was not then much elevated 
above the people, patiently ſuffer the domination 
of a Marat and of a Robeſpierre, and that effu- 
fon of human blaod, thoſe revolutionary enor- 
mities, or at leaſt enormities that were ſo called, 
from the deſcription of which Tacitus himſelf, 
ſo accuſtomed to.. delineate the court of Nero, 
would have recoiled with affright. If Cæſar 

enſlaved Rome and her ſenate, he. was at leaſt 
worthy of command ; but to be governed by a 
Robeſpierre and a Marat is the height of diſ- 
grace and weakneſs. We have ſeen the people 
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and the convention deifying Marat and Mira- 15 


beau, and then dragging them ignominiouſly 
through the duſt, It muſt alſo be acknow- 
ledged, that the convention never .diſplayed any 
thing but the triumph of one faction over an- 
other; and that its operations were oſtener the 


reſult of paſſion than of profound reflection, 
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Inſpired FRE by the love of -its country. Ie 1 is 
a ſingular good fortune, that the conteſts of ſo 
many factions have hitherto terminated to the 


advantage of the people. The reaſon i is, that 


it was always neceſſary for one part to gain 
the people over to its ſide, and preſent to the 
maſs of the convention motives of public good, 
in order effectually to overcome another. The 
maſs of a numerous body are generally pute, 
and deſirous of acting juſtly; the leaders alone 
are guilty of all the wrong meaſures, into which 
they lead the members of an aſſembly, who fol- 
low like a flock of ſheep. It is ſeen that I am 
far from wiſhing to flatter the convention; I 
have palliated none of its faults; it will not, 

| however, the leſs obtain the admiration and 
| eſteem of future ages: how many faults are re- 

paired by the glory of having proclaimed and 
founded the republic! Are we not diſpoſed to 
Pardon the errors of the convention, when we 
call to mind the immortal days of Thermidor, 
Germinal, and Prairial? Has it not merited 
the eternal gratitude of the people by the conſti- 
tution of 1795? The people, eſpecially at 
Paris, have always been ready to liſten to the 
voice of agitators, and the enemies of the con- 
vention. The labouring men, eaſily deceived 
” the inſinvations of the prieſts, and ſwayed 

by 
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by egotiſm and cupidity, impeded greatly the 
operations of the convention, and more particu- 


larly by depreciating the paper money; this 
proves. that every thing muſt be done for the 
people, and without their interference, except, 
indeed, the ſanction of a conſtitution ; this ſanc- 
tion or acceptance, as well as the choice of 
repreſentatives, is abſolutely their province. 
This alſo clearly ſnhews the obſtacles which the 
convention had to ſurmount. From the time 
of Dumouriez's treachery, until the maſſacres 
commanded by the decemvirs, from the 31ſt of 
May to the 13th Vendemiaire (October 4), no 
body of men has evet experienced ſuch violent 
conflicts, ſuch terrible re-aftions, ſuch revolu- 
tionary ſtorms and commotioma, or rather ſuch 
frequent couriter-revolutions. | Real has certain- 
ly drawn too black a portrait of that affembly 
and though it was fometimes feeble and degraded, 
and ſometimes violent and furious, yet it was 
ſtill more frequently grand, auguſt, and ſublime ; 
it is more worthy of our eulogiums, and of the 
tribute of our PT than of too ſevere 
cenſure, | 


a We muſt here deſcribe the ſituation of France 


at the period when the national aſſembly was on 


the point of terminating its ſeſſion. The repub- 
TP Yr lic 
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8 | lie then exhibited herſelf in an attitude as ſtriking 
without, as it was: afflicting within; in no na- 
tion has an example been ſeen of a ſituation ſo 
diſtreſſing, of a people driven about in ſo many 
contrary directions, haraſſed by ſo many ſae- 
tions, torn by ſo many conflicts, | agitated" by 
ſo many convulſions, -or tormented by ſo many 
political ſtorms ; and never has any nation dil- 
played greater confidence in her rulers, a more 


perfect reſignation in the midſt of privations and 
ſufferings, a magnanimity more conſtant, or a 


firmneſs more unſhaken. Holland, Switzerland, 4 
and North America, gained their liberty at the a 
expence of torrents of blood; but, in thoſe : 
caſes, two parties only were oppoſed. to each 1 
other, the enemies and partizans of deſpotifim. 
Amongſt. us were a hundred different : ſpecies 
of malcontents, and, conſequently,, as many di- 5 
rect or intirect conſpirators. Faction upon 
faction aroſe even among thoſe who had united c 
for the revolution. Hence. that perfidy, thoſe , f 
plots of every, kind, which were inceſſantly as: - h 
ing up. The intereſts of all were attacked ; the 7 
fortunes of all were ſhaken; the afignat had no y 


longer any common meaſure with the precious | 
metals ; the incredible dearneſs of all the neceſ- 
ſaries of life [cauſed ' à famine in the midſt of 
plenty. New diviſions, new ſtorms, after ſix 
years 
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years of political torture, ſtill threatened to wieds 
the veſſel of the 'ſtate ; yet the people were 


calm ; and our legions ſeemed to throw into the 
ſhade, by the ſplendour of their victories, that 


futurity of ſufferings and of miſery which then 


preſented itſelf. It is this calmneſs of the peo- 
ple which has always driven their enemies to 
deſpair. By what fate was it, that fanaticiſm 


and royaliſm again reared their audacious heads, 
at the very moment when Liege and Belgium 


were united to France, and added, by this incor- 


_ poration, nine departments to the republic; 
at the moment when Holland enfranchiſed by 
an army, was about to convene a national aſſem- 
bly, and to become a republic in alliance with 
ours; in ſhort, at the moment when Pruſſia and 
Spain had entered into bonds of alliance with 
us, the duration of which, the intereſt of thoſe 
powers ſeemed to inſure ? Anarchy, which or- 
dinarily terminates its career by devouring itſelf, 
ſtill hovered over this vaſt empire. We never 
had ſuch ſucceſs from without; we never expe- 
rienced ſo many dangers, ſo many ſcourges from 
within ; this is another ſingularity of our revo- 
lution. We may juſtly fay with the Poet, 


“Tes plus grands ennemis, Rome, ſont dans ton feins.” 
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O immortal republic, what a harveſt of 
glory and felicity is reſerved for thee, if thou 
canſt ſtifle thy diviſions, and reach the harbour 
of ſafety, victorious over thy external and thy 
ſtill more formidable internal enemies! Muſt 
ve always dip our pen in Phlegethon ? and ſhall 
we always have to deſcribe the conteſts of furies, 
and the diſcord of hell? When ſhall we be 
able to give repoſe to our readers, and refreſh 
our minds with the conſolatory picture of the 


union of all minds, of all hearts, and of all 
deſires? ” | 


We ſhould give but an imperfect repreſenta- 
tion of the ſituation of the republic at this epoch, 
if we did not inveſtigate the queſtion, whether 
there is, at this moment, any public ſpirit in 
France; what is the character of it, or rather, 
what is the general opinion; we ſhall, at the 
ſame time, examine what are the means of re- 
viving public ſpirit in France. | | 


The word public ſpirit has two ſenſes, the 
confuſion of which is the cauſe of dangerous 
errors; it expreſſes, firſt, that which the majo- 
rity of individuals think, and then it would be 
better termed public or general opinion; ſecond- 
ly, it expreſſes a manner of ſeeing, of thinking, 


and, 


retrograde to the revolution. We ſee with pain 
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and, conſequently, of acting, conformably to the 
principles which have been adopted, which 


_ uaites' a whole people by one common will. 


There is no inſtant, in which the general opinion 
is not compoſed of the individual elements; it 
is not ſo with the public ſpirit. 


At the commencement of the revolution, en 
thuſiaſm created a ſort of public ſpirit among us; 
but the fatigue ariſing from the revolutionary 


ſtorms, the continual oppoſition of particular in- 
tereſts, the volatility of the national character, 
ſoon annihilated it. The ſtruggle which aroſe 


on the gth Thermidor, againſt the men of blood, 


marked by the name of terroriſts or Robeſpier- 


riſts, was calculated to revive it. Then, in 
fact, one ſentiment united a great number of 
men. LES, LE 


| This valuable public ſpirit is preſerved only 


by the liberty, of which it becomes itſelf the 


rampart. ' Such was the unfavourable nature of 
circumſtances, that France was able to gain li- 


berty without the capacity of enjoying it. Thus, 
in the latter times of the revolution, we are with- 
out true public ſpirit, or if it exiſts, it muſt be 


confeſſed with ſorrow, that it is in a ſenſe 


the 


** —— — 
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the greater part of the French renounce in con- 
verſation the moſt honourable title in the uni- 


verſe, that of French citizen.” This word is no 


longer in vogue; that of Menſear is preferred, 
becauſe it is conformable to the ancient cuſtom, 
and yet we are republicans. The Romans 
thought not thus, and kings envied tlie title of 
Roman citizen. As to the practice of tuteyer , 
we are entirely of their opinion who think that 
the language of Racine and Voltaire, perhaps even 
the intereſt of our manners, and the expreſſion of 
the ſofter ſentiments, of the ſympathetic affec- 
tions of nature, require that there ſhould be no 


innovation in this reſpect. 


Two things unite men and create public 
ſpirit, an imminent danger, and a. certain and 
conſiderable good. Peace, the eſtabliſhment of 
a conſtitution, a ſtable, firm, and vigorous go- 
vernment, may create a true public ſpirit among 
us; national feaſts, and a new education, may 
alſo be powerful means. The convention ſhould 
have profited of thoſe precious moments in 
which the moſt revered relics of our religious ſu- 


perſtitions were every where trodden under foot, 


to ſubſticute, i in the room of the ancient worſhip, 


. The aſe of the 8 on and thou. * | 
| decadary 
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decadary and civic feaſts, well contrived to at- 
tract and enchant the people. It is neceſſary, at 
all times, to addreſs their ſenſes, and eſpecially. 
their eyes; they not only require conſolatory 
doctrines, but alſo ftriking Ceremonies. How, 


meagre, ſpiritleſs, inſignificant, and void of great- 


neſs of genius and of invention, are the reports 
of Chenier and other deputies on this ſplendid 


and intereſting ſubject! Could we not have imi- 


tated, nay even eclipſed, thoſe national and pa- 


triotic feaſts, thoſe ſolemn and religious games 


of Delos and Olympus, of Orchomenes and 


Gnidos? The ſame thing unfortunately hap- 
pened as to the public inſtruction. The con- 
vention was too tempeſtuous to occupy itfelf 
with any utility on that great object; no conſe- 
- quence enſued from the admirable reports of 
Talleyrand and Condorcet. The ſublime con- 
ception of the national inſtitute was put in exe- 
cution only by the legiſlative body. The excel- 
lent inſtitution of Normal ſchools abſolutely 
failed; they were on a good foundation, but it 
was neceſſary that the courſe ſhould have laſted, 
at leaſt, for two years. The hours of inſtruction 
ſhould have been differently divided; , and it 
would have been a deſirable object to have had 
public exerciſes, literary crowns, the rewards and 
vol. II. 1 encourage- 
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encouragement of emulation at the end of each 
year. Idleneſs muſt have a ſpur, and genius an 
incitement. The public inſtruction is ſo much 
the leſs to be neglected, as it is the only mode of 
_ extinguiſhing for ever the flames of fanaticiſm, | 
and of breaking to pieces the magic taliſman 
upon which the all- powerful uſurpation and bru- 
talifing dominion of prieſts depends for exiſtence, | 


Experience and misfortune, the two great pre- 
ceptors of man, are become our legiſlators. May 
the terrible and bloody proofs which we have had 
of the power of prieſts, incline us to ſeize every 
opportunity, and employ all means for the dimi- 
nution of their influence! Inſtruction is the moſt 
powerful, if not the only one. 


There is nothing more uſeful, not only for the 
difarming of fanaticiſm, but for the total regene- 
ration of a nation, and for the confirmation of 
its liberty, than to keep inceſſantly in view the 
light which the fine arts reflect from afar, the 
contefts which liberty has had to encounter, her 
triumphs, and the hope of tranſmitting her to 
poſterity. It is intereſting for our nation to 
bring to recollection the ſublime examples of an- 
Euler, and of ſome modern nations, and to 


9 
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magnetize themſelves, if we may ſo ſay, by 
means of thefe admirable models. This is the 
only way in which we can elevate our ſouls to the 


tone of ancient magnanimity ; thus it is that man 


becomes great. Great models, and inſtruction, 
act on us with all the rapidity and communica- 
tive force of the electric fluid. Art, that ſecond 
nature, fulfils this object, and conſolidates with 
greater firmneſs than laws themſelves, the reign 
of true liberty. The law commands, the arts 
_ perſuade. We ſhall take a rapid ſurvey of theſe 
. conſolatory arts; we ſhall follow their march, and 
obſerve the progreſs they have made, in ſpite of 
the efforts and the axe of our Vandals, i. e. of 


Robeſpierre and the agents of this ſecond Omar, 


and in ſpite of the inevitable ſtorms of a revolu- 
tion, Without doubt the renewal of their an- 
cient alliance with liberty, will make them take a 
rapid flight, a ſublime and majeſtic ſtride; the 
petrifying mace of cenſure will no longer para- 
liſe the genius of our writers; theſe anti-literary 
critics will no longer oppoſe their pedantic 
jargon; they will no longer ſtrip genius of her 
wings of fire to give her wings of lead. The re- 
volution, giving a new turn to the national cha- 
rater, will raife the arts to a height which they 
cannot expect to reach in a nation of ſlaves. Al- 
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ready has the greater number of our journals 
become real codes of public rights. Eloquence 
has made great progreſs, Mirabeau's orations, 
the philippic of the deputy Courtois, many other 
ſpeeches and reports addreſſed to the convention 
by Talleyrand, Iſnard, Vergniaud, Guadet; 
ſome papers in Freron's journal, intitled L'Ora- 
teur du Peuple, in which he deſcribes the crimes 
of the decemvirs with a pen of fire, and Iſnard's 
reply to Freron, preſent us with the moſt bril- 
liant models. Many addreſſes from the depart- 
ments, and many petitions from individuals, are 
written with the moſt glowing eloquence, and the 
moſt maſculine energy. The ſcience of politics has 
alſo advanced rapidly; the later productions of 
Roederer, of Adrien Lejay, of Real, and Vau- 
blanc, leave no doubt of the fact. 


Our language has acquired more than it has 
loſt. Though we have oppoſed thoſe vicious inno- 
vations which tend to make the language of Ra- 
cine and Boileau obſolete; though we have blamed 
the uſe of ſeveral new words, ſuch as in/ucces, 
inreuſſite, and others, which are neither neceſſary, 
more expreflive, nor more harmonious, we can- 
not but allow that our language has been ren- 
dered more maſculine, bold, and energetic. The 


riches of our poetry are not entirely waſted, The 
ode 
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ode has almoſt reached the great charaQer, the 
ſublime flight which Pindar and Horace, and 
amongſt us Rouſſeau, had given it. Lebrun 
has drawn from his lyre tones the moſt ſublime; 
he is a better thinker, but has not ſo much 
poetic fire as Rouſſeau; he has written no ode 
comparable to Rouſſeau's Ode to Fortune. Le- 
brun ranks, not indeed with Rouſſeau, but im- 
mediately after him; a ſituation ſtill of great emi- 
nence. A poet of genius, above all, ſhould not 
contribute to the debaſement of language. We 
call on Lebrun to eradicate ſome faults of this 
nature into which he has fallen : For example, 
we cannot ſay ces ames de gloire effrintes ; he 
ſhould change the rhime and ſay, ces ames de 
gloire affamees, In another paſſage, Lebrun, 
ſpeaking of the Pope, ſays, Tyran, fourbe ei ſacrẽ; 
Jer d'un triple idole; he meant to ſay ier d'une 
triple couronne. Idol can never mean crown. 
Colin Harleville, Deſtorges, and Picard, are 
the only men who have ſupported the honours of 
the comic muſe. Since Fabre d'Eglantines, the 
immortal author of Philinte, fell beneath the de- 
cemviral axe, we have had only comedies founded 
on temporary events, which have expired with 
the events themſelves, Melpomene has almoſt 


Joſt her poniard and diadem. The Otbello of 
+4 Ducis, 
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Ducis, which is nothing more than a tranſlation, 
the Virginia of La Harpe, the Epiceras and Nero 
of Legouve, and Oſcar by Arnault, are the only 
good tragedies which have appeared in print 
fince the revolution, and they are very far from 
the excellence which this ſpecies of compoſition 
requires. The Virginia of La Harpe is written 
with great purity, but it paints the ſtorms of 
great paſſions with much leſs force than the Vir- 
ginia of Leblanc. The tragedies we have cited 
have at leaſt the merit of being intereſting in the 
cloſet. Arnault and Legouve afford the moſt 
brilliant expectations. Let us never forget that 
numerous repreſentations prove nothing in fa- 
vour of a dramatic compoſition. Campiſtron's 
tragedies were oftener repreſented than the pieces 
of the immortal Racine, Chenier's tragedies 
perfectly reſemble Campiſtron's; his heroes have 
no character, his ſtyle is without colouring; no 
one is tempted to give his compoſitjons a ſecond 
peruſal, no one has remembered or cited a ſingle 
verſe of his productions, See haw he has 

failed in the character of Medicis i in Charles IX, 
and in that of Timoleon, in the piece bearing that 
name. The Timolean of La Harpe, which was 
ſo ſeverely-criticiſed, is read with much more in- 
tereſt; and La Harpe has filled the immenſe 


and prodigious carcer of five acts, whereas Che- 
| nier 
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nier has reduced his ſkeleton to three. When 


Voltaire handled the ſame ſubjects as Corneille 


or Crebillon, he was ſure of his power, and cer- 
tain of abſolution from ſucceſs; he was a giant 
contending with giants. Chenier reminds us of 
the battles of the pigmies; he has only ſhown 
himſelf to be preſumptuous; the character of ge- 
nius is to be inceſſantly ſoaring. See how Ra- 
cine has added other more aſtoniſhing maſter- 
pieces to his firſt maſterpieces. Obſerve how 
Voltaire adds to his elevation and grandeur, 
from his adipus to his Tancred. The more his 
pieces are read, the ſtronger is the deſire to read 
them again. This is the touchſtone which di- 
ſtinguiſhes the great writer from the meagre ver- 
ſifier, without enthuſiaſm, without i imagery, and 
without . 


Great talents yet remain in the nation; they 
have eſcaped the iron hand of the dictators, and 
have had the felicity of being eſteemed innocent, 
notwithſtanding their reputation. We ſhall name 
among the poets who are of great promiſe, Deſ- 
torges, the author of a poem, intitled les Trau - 
Neveraius, and of an Eſſay on Italy; and Chau- 
vin, whoſe manner in ſatire approaches to that of 
Gilbert, the only ſatiriſt who has been read ſince 
Boileau and Voltaire, a name which muſt be 

14 mentioned 
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mentioned in every ſpecies of compoſition, We 
' ſhall alſo name Trouvt, the author of a beautiful 
ode on the battle of Fleurus, and of a tragedy, 
intitled Pauſanias, which has had great ſucceſs, 
but has not yet been printed, We muſt be care- 
ful not to forget Andrieux, a poet full of genius 
and taſte; Delille, whom his tranſlation of the 
Georgies has immortalized ; Marmontel, Beau- 
marchais, Nivernois, Berenger, and Fontanes; 
we believe that Bouflers, who was with the ci- 
devant prince of Conde, Bernis, and Berquin, 
are dead, We do not know whether Leonard 
is living, * 15 


If we turn from poetry to hiſtory, we have 
not undoubtedly any work of great eminence to 
mention which has appeared ſince the revolu- 
tion; but the great events in which we have 
been actors, or of which we have been witneſſes, 
have left fo deep an impreſſion, that a number 
of Tacituſes will ſoon ariſe to delineate theſe- 
days of blood, theſe times of putridity and cor- 
-ruption ; and who will throw, like him, a horrible 
light on the profound darkneſs of the cadaverous 
ſouls of our tyrants, who will diſplay them in 
their hideous nudity, and will engrave them on 
the minds of poſterity with an indelible impreſ- 
_ us | 
bono 124; > Jo Garat 
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Garat is as profoundly ſkilled in metaphyſics 
and logic as Condillac. Garat has ſhown 
himſelf well qualified for the office of an hiſ- 
torian. Delille de Salles has publiſhed an ex- 
cellent work on the Philoſophy of Nature. As 
to what are termed the abſtruſer ſciences, eſ- 
pecially the mathematics, natural philoſophy and 
mechanics, they can only reach the ſummit of 
perfection through the labours of Lagrange and 
Monge. We muſt not forget the geometrician 
Laplace, author of a very profound work which 
has juſt appeared, intitled Expoſition du ſyſteme 
du monde. Aſtronomy may expect every thing 
from the labours of Lalande and Meſſier; in 
natural hiſtory we have Bernardin St. Pierre; in 
mineralogy, Sage and Faujas; in chymiſtry, Haſ- 
ſenfraitz, Lamarque, Fourcroi, and Berthelet. 
The unfortunate Lavoiſier would have raiſed the 
ſcience of chymiſtry to the higheſt pitch of per- 
fection, if he had not fallen a victim to the de- 
cemvirs or their infamous accomplices. Fin3lly 
anatomy and zoology will have their range ex- 
tended by the labours and deep reſearches of 
Daubenton and Lacepede, 


Vien is a painter of great merit. David has 
painted two pictures worthy of the beſt maſters: 
| fis oath of the Horatii, and his Brutus. We 
think 
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think that he has failed in his picture of Lepe!- 
letier and of the hideous Marat, of that man 
| who perſpired crime from every pore, and who 
would have ſurpaſſed even Robeſpierre, Couthon, 
and Billaud Varennes in cruelty, if he had lived. 
| Danton was perhaps as atrocious in cruelty as 
Marat; let his ſanguinary actions at the diſtrict 
of the Cordeliers, at the commune and at the 
convention be called to mind. When he was 
miniſter of juſtice, he ſent a circular letter to 
invite the departments to imitate the maſlacres 
of September, Petion alſo was concerned in 
thoſe butcheries in which tigers drank the blood 
of innocent and defenceleſs men. See by what 
ferocious madmen we were governed; Marat's 
name forced on our recollection the idea of all 
theſe monſters in ſpite of ourſelves. 


Let us return to the conſolatory picture of 
the progreſs of the fine arts; we are acquainted 
with no monument of ſculpture or architecture 
ſince the revolution, which is worthy of fixing 
the attention of poſterity; but we have a Hou- 
don. It is not the ſame with our muſic; this 
enchanting art is carried to as high a pitch by 
Mehvl, Leſueur, Cherubini, and Gretri, as it 
was by Gluk, Pichini, and Sacchini; Philidor, 

| = the 
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the compoſer of the beautiful muſic ſet to the 
carmen ſeculare of Horace, died in London. 


Our great theatres have preſerved ſuperior 
talents and artiſts, whoſe diction is pure, and 
whoſe ſenſibility and energy leave ſcarcely any 


thing to be defired We hope that the legiſ- 


lative body, and the executive directory will 
ſeek for the means of giving to the French ſtage 
all the pomp, the majeſty, and the influence 
which the Grecian poſſeſſed. It is to be pre- 
ſumed that, if the convention had not been di- 
verted from this great object by the revolutionary 
ſtorms, by which it has been inceſſantly agitated, 
it would have complied with the wiſnes of en- 
lightened men, who know what a powerful in- 
fluence, which it is neceſſary to turn to the pub- 
lic advantage, the dramatic art has on the minds 
of the people, 


The conqueſt gained by works of genius, is 

a glorious conqueſt, Louis XIV, attracted to 
his dominions learned men from all parts of 
Europe. Francis I, had fet him the example. 
The convention has juſt acquired at leaſt ſeveral 
maſterpieces, if it has not great artiſts, The 
_ firſt conqueſt of Belgium was ruinous and ridi- 


culous ; it abſorbed our treaſure, and the flower 
| | of 
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of our armies, and nothing compenſated che 
republic for her loſſes ; the maſterpieces of art 
ſtill remained there; a ſecond conqueſt was 
neceſſary for the purpoſe of transferring them 
to their true country, a ſecond conqueſt under- 
taken, on other motives, and proſecuted with a 
different ſpirit, that is to ſay, without treachery 
and for the intereſt of the republic. We think 
it an error in politics to wiſh to unite that coun- 
try with France; we believe that it would have 
been better to have treated it, like Holland, as a 
conquered country. For the ſtrongeſt reaſons 
ve approve of the ſeizure of the works of genius' 
as a compenſation for the national loſſes. Paris 
ovght to be the metropolis of the arts, it ought 
in the ſequel to diſplay with equal pride the 
productions of native French artiſts, and thoſe 
which French valour has acquired. A great 
number of the paintings of Rubens and Van- 
dyck have been the fruits of that conqueſt, 
Buonaparte has alſo laid Italy, the country of 
the arts, under contribution. 4 


Science had made great * when ſeveral 
| methods of writing as quick as ſpeech were diſ- 
covered; but a much more important diſcovery 

is that of the art of writing and printing in one 


language, ſo as to be underſtood in every other 
language 
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language without tranſlation ;'this art which is 
entirely ' new, is not limited to the vtility of 
_ rachigraphy and ſtenography, or writing in 
abridgment and with expedition. The paſi- 
5 graphy, the name given to the new art of which 
| ye are ſpeaking, compounded of two Greek 
words Tas to all, and yea c I write, will expreſs 
not only the ſounds of a known language, but 
| the ſenſe. of the words of every other language, 
even of thoſe which have not been learned. 
The elements. conſiſt of 12 characters, which 
are neither like, nor are ſubſtituted for- the old 


alphabet, and in 12 general rules which admit of 


no exception. A Frenchman and an Engliſh- 
man, knowing only their maternal language, 


will each read and underſtand what the other 


has written, and conceived in his own language. 
The ſame lines will be read and underſtood at 
once in German, Italian, and Spaniſh, though 
the writer has only compoſed them in his own 
language, and does not know one word of the 
others. At the end of a very few hours, any 
intelligent man may paſigraphize his own lan- 
guage. This art requires only the concurrence 
of men profoundly ſkilled in metaphyſics, and 
the communication of their thoughts, Citizen 
Sicard, the ſucceſſor of the 0 


Eee, who | is at the head of the Inſtitute of the 
1 dumb 
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dumb and deaf, was much ſtruck with the great 
light thrown on his mind by this new invention; 
he has concurred in the eſſential part of the 
paſigraphy. This approbation on his part 
commands a general confidence in the diſcovery. 


The Telegraph is another ingenious mode 
invented by the French for eſtabliſhing the moſt 
rapid communications between the armies and 
the central point of the republic by ſignals, by 
whoſe aid, in the ſpace of 17 minutes, an army 
may ſuddenly receive orders to march, and 
ſpread itſelf, in an inſtant, with the impetuoſity 
of a torrent, and the rapidity of lightning, over 
an enemy's country; and can only be ftopped 
by new fignals. e 


We are indebted to a young engineer for 
another diſcovery in the arts, ſince the revolu- 
tion. This artiſt by means of a new invented 
carriage, fires a ſixteen pounder as quickly as 
a fix pounder. At Charleroi, it was a ſixteen 

pounder, which was planted with great boldneſs 
in front of the principal baſtion, and ſilenced 
the enemy's fire, and the place ſurrendered, 
At Fleurus, a ſimilar piece of artillery, almoſt 
miraculouſly tranſported to the head of che line, 
broke through and deſtroyed the enemy's column 


y and decided the victory. At this ſame battle, 
I they 
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they for the firſt time made uſe of acronauts for 


che diſcovery of the enemy's motions, by means 
of theſe new acrial obſervations, 


| e has invented a ank machine for di- 
viding, with the greateſt accuracy, in imitation 
of Ramſden's in England, but with important 
additions; this is an object of great utility and 
of abſolute neceſſity for the perfection of mathe- 
matical inſtruments; in which the artiſts Lenoir 
and Fortin have ſurpaſſed the Engliſh, We 
muſt not forget to name citizens Opoix and 
Carroche, already celebrated in this intereſting 
art. 


Lalande, the aſtronomer, has ſucceeded in 
proving the change of the Sun's place, as well 
as that of the planetary ſyſtem. We ſhall paſs 
over in ſilence the continual labours of the 
academy and the national aſſemblies, which have 
fixed and reduced to an uniform ſtandard, 
weights, meaſures, and money. The genius of 
the arts has already ſeconded the genius of 
liberty by a multicude of diſcoveries of every 
ſpecies. Pelletier, the mechanic, has invented a 
new air gun, a very murderous weapon, which 
is loaded with the greateſt quickneſs and facility, 
t diſmounting, and even while on march, 
: They 


Ip 
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They have-ſucceeded in making from the horſe- 
cheſnut a farinaceous ſubſtance which makes very 
good ſtarch. Old paper made and printed again 
becomes a ſecond time the organ of our laws, 
the propagator of our arts and of our triumphs. 
By a proceſs of art the alkali for making ſoap is 
extracted from the marine ſalt; and an immenſe 

importation is ſaved to us by what is diſcovered 
in our own reſources. One of our mechanics 
has failed up the Seine from Havre to Paris. 


rue republic 7 letters has 1 great 
loſſes. We have already ſpoken of the lament- 
able death of Fabre d'Eglantines, the author of 
Philinte, ou la ſuite du Miſanthrope, and that of 


Condorcet. Poſterity will not learn. without 


ſorrow, that the latter compoſed his intereſting 
work intitled, E/quifſe pour ſervir d Phiſtoire 
des progres de Peſprit bumain, while in-irons and 

under the axe of the executioner. This author 
believed, as well as Turgot, the perfectibility of 
human nature both in phyſics and in morals. 
This is the conſolatory dream of a good man, 


who knous little of the world. Voltaire, who 


thought ſo correctly, has ſaid, tbe longer a man 
lives, the worſe he thinks of buman nalure. ; 1 n- 
quire whether the information of the age has 


preſerved us from the furies of fanaticiſm exa- 


mine 
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mine whether the philanthropic writings of Vol- 
taire and Rouſſeau have prevented thoſe ſcenes 
of blood of which we have been witneſſes. Let 

us acknowledge that the human ſpecies is con- 
temptible. What are we to think of barbarous 
nations, when a polite, warlike, and enlightened 
nation, endured a Robeſpierre, deified a Marat, 


and committed, or ſuffered _ to nen the 


* atrocious a 0 Hl 


b The 8 a has alſo loſt deen 


the mathematician; Pingrẽ, the aſtronomer and 
. traveller ; Bonnet, author of La Contemplation 
de la Nature, and of many other works replete 


with the ſubtleſt metaphyſics. Letters have alſo 


to regret the loſs of Roucher, author of a poem 
on the Months, which abounds with poetic beau- 
ties, but has many inequalities, Roucher died 
by the ſword of the decemvirs. There is more 
genius in ſome pages of his poems, than in whole 
volumes of many poets of our time, who yet 
enjoy an uſurped reputation, while Roucher's 
poem is little known, and almoſt forgotten. 
That proves that there is a deſtiny, a fatality at- 
tending works of genius, as there is attending 
perſons. Thus Dubelloi's plays are infinitely 
ſuperior to all the dramatic productions which 
have appeared ſince Crebillon and Voltaire, and 


VOL, II. v you's: 


fortune. 
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yer his reputation is trwoch leſs than he is entitled 
to from his real merit i The reaſon of this ſort 
of Fatality is, that mediocrity never wants the 
ſupport of intrigue, 'or of admirers, while true 
merit- _—— any ching but MO and 
Ie * Stig onons He n 
eee n all "M 
ack or, to ſpeak mote juſtly, all her de- 
fenders. The nation has to regret particularly 
Champfort;; who-:has ſhewn himfelf worthy to 
proife-Moliere;; and Bailly, the elegant hiftorian - 
of aſtforonty, and the man who, during his pre- 
ſidency at the conſtituent aſſembly, had ſo well 
ferved the cauſe of hberty. Champfort commit- 
ted foicide ; Bally felt under the axe of the exe- 
cutioner. Two other celebrated men cauſed at 
their death à great lofs to the world of letters. 
Raynal, one of our moſt eloquent hiſtorians, and 
Barthelemi, author of the Travels of Anacharſs. 
This aſtoniſhing work appeared at the com- 
mencement of the revolution; it was the fruit 
of thirty years meditation and labour. Few 
works have 1 in the . e acqui- 


J 


* We mal e this wink more fully in a work on 
the ſubject of ufurped reputation. We ſhall demonſtrate in 
.that, that there. are ſtolen reputations as well as . 


ſitions 
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ſitions of the moſt profound erudition, and the 
flowers of the moſt elegant literature. The pht- 
loſopher and the poet, the ſtateſman and the 


private individual, the artiſt and the writer, old 


men and young, and even women, will- diſcover 
in it ſolidity and elegance of thought, the magic 
faſcination of the moſt beautiful colouring, ſcenes 


of the moſt delicate tenderneſs, the ſeverity and 


ſoftneſs of a ſtyle by turns vigorous and flowery; 


pictureſque and romantic deſcriptions, and mo- 


dels of the moſt glowing eloquence and of the 


_ richeſt poetry, if we except only rhime, the work 
being written in proſe, Profound ſentiments, 
accurate reflections, luminous illuſtrations, ani- 
mated portraits, and enchanting landſcapes, may 


all be found in this work, and in forms and 


colours the moſt ſuitable to each object. The 


laws, the manners, and the arts of ancient 
Greece, in ſhort, nothing is forgotten. The 
reader is preſent at the converſations of Plato, 
Pericles, Aleibiades, and Aſpaſia; he ſees, at one 
view, every thing which Greece can afford that 
is intereſting, curious, and inſtructive; and, in 


addition to the intereſt he feels, while he is reading 


the hiſtory of the Greeks, and particularly of the 
Athenians, he 'is reading our own. The work 
has, undoubtedly, defects; but what human 
production is without them? An obſervation 

. v2 very 
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very applicable to our times is to be found in it, 
that great calamities introduce a ſenſible change 
in the character of a people. This is equally 
true of great criſes and great | revolutions. 
te There aroſe,” he ſays, © ſuch a total alter- 
« ation in ideas and principles, that the com- 
ec moneſt words changed their meaning; good 
« faith was termed credulity ; duplicity, addreſs; 
te weakneſsand puſillanimity, prudence and mo- 
ce deration; whilſt the effects of impudence 
« and violence paſſed for the ſallies of a great 
« mind, and of an ardent. Zeal for as e public 
Wy welfare.” * 1 


Thus it is that we have feen a gentle, humane, 


Aud feeling people become a race of cannibals; 
thus have we ſeen all notions of juſtice and ſo- 


ciability deſtroyed among us, to. give place to 
' ſentiments deſtructive of all ſocial order. The 
French have even gone ſo far as to believe that 
fans-culotiſm, that is to ſay, indigence and beg- 
gary, were ſubſtitutes for talents, -probity, and 

patriotiſm ; that it was neceſſary to intruſt the 

adminiſtration of public affairs to a-man, whom 
extreme poverty had neceſſarily made a knave, 
and whom 1gnorance and want of education had 
incapacitated for the taſk of governing. We 
have ſeen the French nation ſubſtitute the falſeſt 

and 
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and moſt abſurd notions in the room of the wiſe 
maxims of ancient and modern legiſlators : we 
have believed that it was neceſſary at once to 
overthrow every thing, before we began to build 

up any thing; while, on the- contrary, it is ne- 
ceſſary to innovate with caution, and by degrees. 
We have thought that the revolutionary govern- 
ment, or rather torrent, would annihilate all re- 
ſiſtance ; and we have, by theſe ſtrange means, 
twenty times hazarded the public weal, and 
brought down France to a degree of degradation 
which poſterity will ſcarcely credit. We were 
perſuaded that there was no neceſlity for ſecreſy 
in government, for diſcipline in armies, or for 


experience in generals; that it was neceſſary to 


ruin commerce in order to deſtroy ariſtocracy ; 
that every thing muſt be done with the people 
and by the people. Thus the people, and eſpe- 


cially thoſe of the country, propagated anarchy, 


and deſpiſed the laws, when they were hoſtile to 
their ſelf-intereſt, The labourer became the 
cruelleſt enemy of the aſſignats, and the moſt 
formidable counter-revolutioniſt, becauſe, whilft 
aſſiſting in the duties of adminiſtration, he inti- 
midated or paralyſed thoſe adminiſtrators who 
were not themſelves huſbandmen. Neither a 
republic, however, nor liberty can exiſt without 
the moſt reſpe&ful ſubmiſſion to the laws. This 
= brings 


od 
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brings to our recollection a ſublime thought of 
the author of Anacharfis. He compares the 
law to a palm-tree, which nouriſhes equally with 
its fruit all who repoſe under its ſhade. May 
the acceptance of the conſtitution of 1795 afford 
us all in like manner repoſe under the protecting 
ſhade of the law, and realiſe at length the intoxi- 
cating proſpect of all the bleſſings which a peo- 
ple, free without anarchy, can enjoy ! May' the 
freſh agitations, which have already manifeſted 
themſelves with the moſt alarming ſymptoms, 
and of which we ſhall ſhortly give an account, 
reſemble only the roaring of the ſea, which ſtill 
— after the ſtorm OT? ” | 


Before we come 'to thoſe aiding recitals, it 
is neceſſary to ſpeak of a loſs ſeverely felt by 
literature, the death of Cerutti, the author of the 
| funeral oration on Mirabeau! He did not long 
| furvive the man whoſe eulogium he pronounced 
with ſuch ſplendid eloquence; we may almoſt 
ſay that this diſcourſe, ſo ſparkling with beau- 
ties, was an impromptu : he employed two days 
only in its compoſition, The connoiſſeurs will 
carefully preſerve his free tranſlation of three 
odes of Horace; the reflections, which he has 
priated at the end of the third ode, may be 
ſtrictly applied to the diſaſtrous period of Robe- 
8 ſpierre's 
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pierre's oligarchy. In anarchy,” Gs Cant, 
« a feracity prevails, which proves that the na- 


te tural paſſions remain ſavage even in the boſom 


« of fociety, as lions da in a menagerie. Then 
< every one, who will not go too far, appears to 
“ recede, or to be feeble, Plutarch relates, that 
c one of Sylla's ſoldiers, having refuſed to mur- 
« der his comrade, who was in the number of 
ce the proſcribed, was clothed in a feminine ha- 
bir, and plunged into the Tiber. The ſaying 
« of that Roman is well known, who, wearied 
<« with rural repoſe, ſaid, I muſt return to Rome, 
I want to ſee human blood flowing in the Circus. 
« Colonel Kirk, whoſe ſoldiers were ſo many 
« panthers, commanded by a tiger, called them, 
« Jaughingly, his ſheep. What a flock ! what a 
<« ſhepherd! Sylla, who loved the ſight of cruel- 
« ties and of grief, cauſed ſome thouſands of 
ce priſoners | to be maſlacred in one day the ſe- 
« nators felt diſtreſſed at the cries of the dying; 
« It is nothing, ſaid he; the blood which is 
ce flowing deſerves not your attention.” Are 
we not reminded, by theſe features, of Robe- 
ſpierre and his ſheep? Do we not recollect the 
butchers of the 2d and 3d of September? Do 
we nat perceive the thirſt of blood. with which 
the Syllas of our days were conſumed ? 
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We are at length arrived at the laſt moments 
of the national convention, and at the period of 
the acceptance of the conſtitution, ſo much de- 
| fired by all good citizens. O ſolemn day ! fixed 
for this grand act of the ſovereignty of the French 
people . O day of reconciliation ! This is the 
moment to lay aſide all odious paſſions, to ſtifle 
every emotion of reſentment, to ſacrifice on the 
altar of our country the hideous factions, to tie 
the bonds of the moſt endearing fraternity, and 
to preſent, to the admiration of the univerſe, the 
ſtriking and majeſtic ſpectacle of a great people 
united by the gentleſt and moſt ſympathetic af- 
fections, under the ſacred dominion of the laws. 
Woe! woe be to thoſe who have ſold themſelves 
to royaliſm and the diſorganiſing genius of Pitt, 
and who ſhall again form their conſpiracies amidſt 
the obſcurity of crime. May Egotiſm with her 
heart of braſs; may the viler paſſions diſappear 
from the land of liberty; may the public veſſel 
ſhortly caſt anchor in the harbour of ' ſecurity ! 
We have overthrown the ſcaffold of terroriſm ; 
let us remember that thoſe of royaliſm and of 
civil war will not be leſs terrible or leſs deſtruc- 
tive. We have waded through rivers of blood 
to accompliſh our revolution; it would be neceſ- 


The 20th Fructidor, Sept. 6. 5 
ſary 
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ſary to traverſe oceans of it to return to royalty. 


The new conſtitution has not, undoubtedly, given 
ſufficient grandeur and authority to the executive 
power; it includes, probably, other imperfec- 
tions; the executive power does not form a 
third counterpoiſe as in England; we have only 
the counterpoiſe of two councils or of two cham- 
bers; but there is no barrier againſt them. The 
executive power does not ſufficiently approach to 
unity, which, by being removeable, ceaſes to be 
dangerous to liberty, and can alone preſerve it 
from anarchy and faction, thoſe two rocks, on 


which republican governments ſplit, more for- 


midable than deſpotiſm itſelf. The conſtitution 
offers the means of remedying thoſe defects 
which time and experience will diſcover, becauſe 
it is provided that the conſtitutional act may be 
reviſed. There will be, at that time, many mea- 
ſures of public ſafety neceſſary to be adopted. 
We dare to propoſe the following meaſures be- 
forehand: To give to the executive power a veto 


of 10 days at leaſt ; to reduce the number of de- 


puties to 300; and to admit, as at Venice, can- 
didates named by the departments, in order to 
aſſiſt at the deliberations of the two councils of 


the legiſlative body, and to inſtruct themſelves in 


the art of governing; to decide that the primary 


aſſemblies ſhall be convoked only once in three 
| years; 
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_ years; the legiſlatures being leſs frequently re- 
newed, there will be leſs verſatility in legiſlation, 
and fewer ſhocks to apprehend. It will be neceſ- 
| fary to eſtabliſh the conſtitutional jury imagined 
by Syeyes, and which was rejected without ſuffi- 
cient conſideration. We ſhould wiſh that in 
every ſort of election there ſhould be three liſts ; 
one of nomination, a ſecond of ſcrutiny, and 
the third definitive: by means of theſe various 
meaſures, or others which may be imagined by 
more enlightened citizens, we dare to believe 
in the proſperity and immortality of the republic. 
We think, however, that, notwithſtanding all 
| theſe imperfections, it will be prudent not to cor- 
rect them, and not to reviſe the conſtitution till 
the expiration of ſeveral years. We even be- 
heve that when the nation proceeds to the revi- 
ſion of the conſtitution, the opinion of thoſe will 
de preferred who think that a ſingle preſident or 
director, removeable every five years, and not 
eligible till after a certain interval, will give more 
unity, more force, more activity to the govern- 
ment, than five perſons whoſe diſunion may bring 
on a train of great evils: the ſecrets of ſtate, and 
eſpecially the plans of a campaign, are leſs eaſy to 
be prevented from being made public by five 
perſons than by one. Reſponſibility is of leſs ef- 


ficacy with five than with one. Let us remem- 
ber 
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ber that the government cannot have too mueh 
vigour againſt thoſe miſcreants whoſe minds are 
- continually agitated by the deſire of injuring, of 


troubling, and dividing every thing; and by a 


continual thirſt for blood. By giving this re- 
moveable preſident a greater extent of power, 
we ſhould have three powers as in Sparta and 
England, and the further advantage of having 
no hereditary king or tyrant for life. At Athens 
two powers alone were erected by Solon; but a 
tyrant ſoon aroſe; he was overthrown, and the 
_ conſtitution re-eſtabliſhed. The attentive ob- 
ſerver remarks, that the neceſſi ity of a third power 
forced the Athenians frequently to create it, 
ſometimes by a decree, and at others by a ſimple 
truſt; It cannot be denied that Pericles was thirty 
years the preſident, the director of Athens, with- 
out poſſeſſing the name. Rome, according to 
Rouſſeau, had no true conſtitution till ſhe had 
erefted a third power, the tribunes. In England, 
the three powers reſpectively exerciſe the power 


of the tribunes. 

Sweden had three powers in that period of its 
hiſtory, during which Rouſſeau remarks that it 
Vas the freeſt nation in Europe. 

They 
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They are alſo to be found in the general con- 
ſtitution of the United States; I know nothing 
which approaches ſo nearly to demonſiration as 
theſe binorie leſſons. 


What we n dare to inſiſt on, is the 
prolongation of the legiſlatures, and the leſs fre- 
quent convocation of the primary aſſemblies “. 


Enlightened by the wiſdom of Adams and 
Frank lin, by reaſon and experience, the conven- 
tion of Pennſylvania, entruſted. with the reviſion 
of the conſtitution, reformed ĩt on the unalterable 
principles of every true government; they re- 
jected democratic deluſions, divided the legiſla- 
ture into two chambers, and gave a negative to 
the executive power concentrated in a govern- 
ment elective and for life. Mr. Adams, whom 
ſome inexperienced men in Europe have ſo feebly 
attempted to refute, was not a man to be ſeduced 
by the jargon of rhetoricians, or by metaphyſical 
fallacies, Pennſylvania, under his guidance, has 


If I wiſhed to overthrow the republic, I ſhould ſay, 
<4 Convoke the primary aſſemblies frequently, renew the le- 
« piſlatures frequently ;”.in ſhort, I think it adviſeable to 
eſtabliſh, as at Genoa, five /apremi, whoſe office ſhould be to 
examine the conduct of the directors and deputies * the 


expiration of their functions. 
* 


5 | 
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done more. She has erected irremovable 
judges. It is not, however, an executive power 
for life that is propofed for our adoption, but a 
ſingle power removable at the end of five years. 


As to rendering all the public functionaries re- 
movable, we think, that the rotation of places, 
which has been ſo much vaunted by the half. 
enlightened, ſtifles emulation, and produces only 
men of mediocrity. If we wiſh to have ſuch 
men as Dagueſſeau, Maleſherbes, Servan, and 
Lachalotais; if we wiſh to have great miniſters 
and profound legiſlators, we ſhould make every 
-public f unctionary almoſt irremovable. 


The reachey hw run over wah me the wa 


actions of theſe ſeven years, I had almoſt ſaid 
ſeven ages, of the molt aſtoniſhing revolution in 
the world. We have purſued its courſe through 
rivers of blood, through mire and ruins. Ir only 
now remains to give a ſketch of the events du- 
ring the laſt months. of theſe ſeven years. We 
have ſeen that eleven revolutions have ſucceeded 
each other i in the French revolution, in the midſt 


of numberleſs political ſtorms and tempeſts. 


We have had the revolutions of the 14th of 


July; of the th and 6th of October; of e 
acceptance of the conſtitution of 1791 by the | 


king ; ; 
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king; of the toth of Auguſt 1792; of the abo- 
litien of royalty and proclamation of the repub- 
| lie; of the tyrant's puniſhment; of the 41ſt of 
May, the epoch of the commencement; of the 
decemvirate; of the acceptance of the conſtitu- 
tion of 1793, which was propoſed and imme- 
diately conſigned to oblivion by the decemvirs, 
ho ſubſtituted their dictatorſhip, diſguiſed un- 
der the name of a revolutionary government, in 
its room; of the fall of the tyrants on the ꝗth 
Thermidor, which was alſo tlie epoch of the 
Thermidorian re action, which compreliends a 
double re · action; the one of the majority of the 
convention againſt the Mountain, the other of 
the royaliſts and of the ariſtocrats in their turn 
decome true terroriſts; and finally, the revolution 
of the acceptance of the conſtitution of 1795, 
and that of the 13th and 14th Vendemiaire of 
the 4th year, (October 4 and 5, 1795,) of 
which we proceed to give an account. 


The convention, when they propoſed the con- 
ſtitution of 1795 to the people for their accept- 
ance, ſubmitted alſo to their ſanction the two fa- 

mous decrees of the 5th and 13th Fructidor, 

(Aug. 22 and 3o,) by which it was enacted, 

that only one-third of its members ſhould be re- 

newed at once. Theſe decrees met with the 
| ſtrongeſt 


0 
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ſtrongeſt oppoſition, and eſpecially in Paris, 
Subſequent events have proved that the moſt 
marked royaliſm 'was the true incitement of the 
greater part of the opponents. Whilſt they 
thought that the majority of the primary aſſem- 
blies of the department would reject thoſe two 
decrees, the ſections of Paris, alarmed by the 
royaliſt leaders, declared they would abide by the 
majority of the votes of the nation; when the 
general opinion was found to be in favour of the 
two-thirds, i. e. that the votes of the greater 
number were for the renewal of the convention 


by one- third only, the chiefs of theſe ſame ſec- 


tions pretended that the votes had not been fairly 
collected. The publication of them which was 


ordered by the convention, and which gave the 


greateſt notoriety to this tranſaction, ſhould have 


_ deſtroyed every ſuſpicion. It muſt even be ob- 


ſerved; that neither the votes of the armies, nar 
thoſe of the primary aſſemblies, who, by accept- 
ing the conſtitution to which theſe two decrees 
were annexed, and not having faid any thing for 
or againſt. them, had, at leaſt, tacitly accepted 
them, were not taken for the purpoſe of eſta- 
_ -bliſhing this majority. Never was the ſovereignty 
of the people ſupported with more zeal. | Roy- 
aliſts and ariſtocrats, who had treated it with 
contempt during the courſe of the revolution, at 
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this * affected to undertake its defence; ; 

they contended, that the decree of the two- 
| thirds limited the ſovereignty of the people; 
they ſedulouſly avoided making the obſervation, 
that it had been ſubmitted to the ſanction of the 
people, who were at liberty to reject it. This 
pretext. deceived ſeveral preſidents and ſecreta- 
ries of the ſections, who were zealous and true 


republicans. 


2 Several journaliſts had for ſome time been 
openly declaring that the convention ought to be 
diſſolved; ſome went ſo far as to ſay, that they 
ought to be killed. The moſt violent writings | 
againſt the convention were ſold and hawked 
about all the ſtreets. The miſled ſections of 
Paris declared themſelves permanent, iſſued 
warrants of arreſt, publiſhed proclamations con- 
trary to thoſe of the convention, and rivalled in 
every thing the aſſembly of the national repre- 
ſentatives. The convention at length ordered 
the ſections to cloſe. their ſittings. The ſame 
decree commanded the electors not to aſſemble 
till the 2oth Vendemiaire (October 11) for the 
nomination of deputies to the new legiſlature. 
The convention declared the preſidents and ſe- 
cretaries of the aſſemblies, which reſiſted the 


: 7h i Jaw, : guilty of treaſon againſt the ſovereignty. 


The electors perſiſted in their diſobedience ; the 
plot 
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plot broke out in all its extent, On the 13th 
Vendemiaire (October 4), the miſled ſections, 
and among others the ſections of Lepelletier, of 
the French theatre, formerly called the ſection of 
Marat, or of the Cordeliers, and that of la Butte 
des-Moulins cauſed the generale to be beaten 
30,000 armed men, infantry and cavalry, march- 
ed againſt the convention; the committees of 
government, inſtructed by ſo much fatal expe- 
rience, this time took proper meaſures. A 
camp had been formed near Paris; this was the 
ſalvation of the country. The ſectionary troops 
had no cannon. We have ſeen in the recital of 
the preceding events, that the ſections had given 
up their cannon to the convention, at the time the 
Faubourg St. Antoine was diſarmed. The con- 
vention made an appeal to the patriots of 1789. 
They rallied round it. Several ſections, and 
among others, that of the Faubourg St. Antoine, 


the ſame faubourg which the convention had 


diſarmed, came alſo to form a rampart with 
their bodies round the convention. The fatal 
hour on which the French were again to ſhed 
French blood was at hand. The ſectionaries of 
la Butte-des-Moulins and of Lepelletier were 
the firſt to fire; the republicans returned it, a 


fight commenced in three different places. The 


greateſt carnage took place on the quay Voltaire, 
| VOL, II. ; X and 
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and the rue Honore, The combat was bloody, 


but it could not be long; the royaliſts and thoſe 
whom they had miſled, for there were true re- 


publicans in the plot, men who were alarmed by 
theſe revolutionary and unconſtitutional decrees, 


yielded to the fire of the cannon, and to the 
intrepidity of the conquerors at Gemappe and 


Fleurus. Never has public liberty been threat- 
. ened with a greater danger, or a more ſerious 


conſpiracy. This was not the plot of an indi- 
vidual. Whole ſections in the capital, whoſe 


chiefs wiſhed to maſſacre the convention and 


proclaim a king, were engaged in it. Their 


L electors, for the moſt part, conſiſted of ci-devant 


nobles, prieſts, and journaliſts, who had not even 
diſguiſed their counter-revolutionary ſentiments. 
The leaders and the principal accomplices were, 
Lemaitre, ci-devant ſecretary-general of the 
council of the finances, Marchena the Spaniard, 
a ci devant body- guard of the name of Lafond, 
Laharpe, who has ſcribbled verſes 60 years 
without ever producing a work of eminence *, 


and ſeveral preſidents and ſecretaries of the ſec- 


tions: they all propoſed to diſſolve the conyen- 
tion by force. The ramifications of this plot were 


* His Timoleon, though ſuperior to Chenier's, is ſtill an 
indifferent piece. The ſame may be ſaid of his tragedy of 
Virginia; his ſtyle is pure, but without warmth or elevation. 

extended 
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ag far and wide; ſeveral towns had long 
{mitated the audacious ' motions of the revolted 
ſections at Paris. At Chartres, Letellier, a re- 
preſentative of the people, ſeeing himſelf in 
danger of being murdered by the mob, yielded 
for a moment to the demands of the people in 
order to ſpare the effuſion of blood, and after- 
wards committed ſuicide, having previouſly re- 
trated his decree. What a number of towns to 
which the ſection Lepelletier had ſent emiſſaries, 
would have raiſed the ſtandard of rebellion, -if 
the events of the 13th Vendemiaire (Oct. 4) 
had taken a different turn, Never did the pa- 
triots of 1789, that is to ſay, the true patriots, 
who were not republicans from circumſtances, 
but upon principle, who never varied from the 
commencement of the revolution, and who muſt 
not be confounded with the terroriſts of Robe- 
ſpierre, gain a victory more complete or more 
important in its conſequences. On this day the 
tomb of royaliſm was dug. | 


This unhappy day of the 13th Vendemiaire, 
(Oct. 4,) one of the moſt lamentable in the revo- 
Jution, is too important to render any apology 
neceſſary for entering into all the details, and 
making all the reflections which are neceſſary 
„ for 
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for tranſmitting an accurate notion of it to pos- 
teri Icy. 8 


All theſe mountaineers, all thefe Jacobins, all 


theſe proconſuls, covered with the leproſy of 


crime, and ſatiated with gold and with human 


blood, could not doubt but that general indig- 
nation would exclude them from the approach- 


ing legiſlature, It is certain that they ſaid, «. Let 
ec us make another revolution for the purpoſe of 
ce -prolonging our power.” The maſs of the 
convention, the true republicans in that aſſembly, 


eaſily believed that the crimes of the decemvirs 


and their agents had excited hatred againſt a re- 
publican government ; they alſo thought that 
the ſudden tranſition from a revolutionary 'go- 


vernment to the reign of the laws, would haſten 


a new criſis, and bring on a new ſtruggle between 
the republicans and the royaliſts. In confor- 


mity to theſe notions, the new legiſlature was 
calumniated even before it exiſted, and with the 
greater facility as the royaliſts had the impudence 
to diſ:over that they depended on the newly 
elected. Thus a thirſt of power on one ſide, 
and true ſentiments of republicaniſm on the 
other, concurred in producing the decrees of the 
th and 13th Fructidor (8th and 20th of Aug. ) 

The 


= 


/T he ſections of Paris, who participated in the 


horror felt by the departments for the pro- 


conſuls, mountaineers, and Jacobins, could not 
obſerve, without great indignation, that theſe 
decrees would perpetuate, or at leaſt prolong 
their dreadful reign. It was with the ſections, 
as with every numerous afſembly; the maſs is 


always pure, ſays Voltaire, and inclined to act 
rightly*. In conſequence, whenever factious 


men are deſirous of miſleading an aſſembly, 
they always make a parade of their wiſh to pro- 
| mote the public welfare. Some of the ſections 
did not conſpire: unfortunately the chiefs of 
thoſe ſections were of two deſcriptions, the one 
zealous defenders of the ſovereignty of the 
people, the other equally zealous royaliſts. 
Some young men, Jacobins perhaps, or paid by 


them, fired off their muſquets, and the blood of 
our brethren began once more to flow. Would 


to God that another Deſille had then ſtopped 
its effuſion. The ſections were miſled by their 
leaders; they ought not to have reſiſted the 
will of the departments which had accepted the 
decrees, It is likewiſe true that there were ſome 
doubts as to the fairneſs of the account given in 


* 'The Jacobin Society formed no exception to this maxim 
of Valtaire's, till Robeſpierre had filled it with his creatures; 
then the number of honeſt men was very ſmall. 
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of the votes; it was printed, but it was affirmed 
that it was never diſtributed. The ſections did 
not pay ſufficient attention to obſerve, that theſe 
decrees ſtill left the liberty of excluding many 
Jacobins, and of procuring the advantage of 
leaving two thirds of the men who were ha- 
bituated to buſineſs; they were not defirous of 
royalty, for they well knew that a king would no 
longer ſuffer a large capital, and they were at- 
tentive enough to the conſideration, that the 
horror which the republican government had 
excited, was calculated to bring back royalty. 
There were errors and faults, and good and bad 
intentigns on both ſides; but Syeyes, and thoſe 
who together with him firſt had the idea of the 
decrees of the two thirds, were the moſt in the 
wrong. That decree made blood flow in Paris; 
it might have made it flow in all France. We 
have already had revolutions enough; beſides 
the nation is not a minor, for whom a guardian 
may be appointed. No one has a right to ſay 
he is wiſer than the people. Should the liberty 
of chooſing their repreſentatives be acquired at 
ſuch an expence of blood and lives, if they are 
believed not to be capable of chooſing well? I 
know that at Athens, the Areopagus, without 
any ſpecial power for this purpoſe, but from the 
dignity which accompanied it, remanded to the 
* people, 
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people, for a ſecond judgment, thoſe upon whom 


they thought a wrong one had been paſſed. It 


may alſo happen that the nation will want a 


guardian; but ſhe is at leaſt the miſtreſs of every 
thing; no one can ſay to her, without tyranny, 
you would abuſe your power, I will ſet bounds to 
it, This was, with the exception of ſome of the 
leaders, the true motive of the ſections; but 
when the departments had accepted, the whole 
ſhould have terminated, It 1s to be preſumed 
that the printed liſt of the votes was ſent to 
them, ſince no outcry has been made on that 
ſobject. An eternal veil muſt be drawn over 
this epoch ; a general amneſty, a complete and 
reciprocal oblivion muſt prevent freſh qiſorders, 
freſh reſentment, and freſh hatred, We are all 
bungering after peace, ſtill more in the interior 
than with our external foes; this is the only 
means of obtaining it, 


The convention haſtened the opening of the 


new legiſlature by ſome days, and fixed it for 


the 5th Brumaire (Oct. 26). 


We have advanced from plot to plat, from 
ſtorm to ſtorm, and from re-aCtion to re- action. 
May a long repoſe ſucceed to ſo many cricical 
periods! The laſt decrees of the national con- 
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vention relativeto the ſocieties, ſelf-called popular, L 


gave the laſt blow to the agitators. We ſhall 


ſee in the courſe of the hiſtory, that this object 
alſo attracted the attention of the legiſlative 


body. After having rendered great ſervices to 


the revolution in its commencement, thoſe clubs 
or ſocieties were become the moſt powerful 


| ſupports of tyranny, and of anarchy which leads 
to tyranny, and which is a ſcourge a hundred 


times more terrible than tyranny itſelf. The 
criterion of innocence or guilt, patriotiſm or 
inciviſm was the intereſt, the hatred, or the affec- 
tion of the ſocieties; they were, ſaid Mercier, 


one of our beſt journaliſts, and a proſcribed 


deputy, to intriguers and the factious, what the 
militia of the religious orders is to the pope ; 
they propagated, not the true ſpirit of liberty 
which conſiſts in juſtice, in law, and in the ſe- 
curity of life and property, but revolutionary 
fanaticiſm, the dreams of inſane demagogues, 
and principles the moſt ſubverſive of all ſocial 
order, It might have been ſaid, that colonies 
of Huns and Vandals had ſuddenly taken poſ- 
ſeſſion. of the ſplendid aſylum of the arts and 
ſciences ; they believed that to deſtroy was to 
regenerate, and that to aſſaſſinate the rich was 
to labour for the poor. Their deſtruction was 
another benefit derived from the convention of 

the 
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one fingle reflection the account of its opera- 


tions. To it we owe all the good which will 


flow from the new government. The conſtitu- 
tion of 1795, in our eyes, affords abſolution to 
the convention for all its errors, and all the 
crimes with which it can be reproached, and 
which we cannot be accuſed of palliating. 


We have taken a general ſurvey of the las 
bours of the convention; let us now conſider 


on the whole this revolution ſo prodigious, ſo 


aſtoniſhing for the boldneſs or rather temerity 
with which it attacked at once all abuſes, aſſailed 
all prejudices, confounded all intereſts, and 
ſapped the foundation of all the ancient inſtitu- 
tions of a vaſt and populous empire, ſo terrible 
by the blood which ir caufed to be ſpilled on the 
ſcaffold and in battle, by the ſhock it has given 
to the whole European ſyſtem; ſo memorable 
for the long © continuance of plots of every 
ſpecies, of critical ſituations of every nature to 
which France was expoſed ; in ſhort ſo admir- 
able for a great number of examples of the 
moſt extraordinary heroiſm, and for that con- 
ſtancy and longanimity which was diſplayed by 
a people the moſt impatient, the moſt fickle, 
and the moſt impetuous in the univerſe, in the 
1 TT | 3 


the gth Thermidor. We ſhall conclude u. 
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Aſt of famine, and of a wretchedneſs ſo much 
the more difficult to endure, becauſe it was 
while there was abundance of every thing, 
that the unexampled dearneſs of proviſions, 
cauſed by the diſcredit of the aſſignats, reduced 
them to the moſt grievous privations ; whilſt 
they ſaw monopoliſts, ſtock-jobbers, and vam- 
pires of every ſpecies every day aggravating | 
with increaſed audacity the weight of their 
misfortunes, and inſulting the public miſery 
by an oſtentatious luxury. We have had to 
delineate furious madmen, monſters like nothing 
in nature, ſuch as were the greater number of 
the proconſuls who were ſent. on miſſion ; but 
we have likewiſe to relate the honorable death 
of more than one Socrates, and inſtances of 
ſublime ſacrifices. It will ſuffice to recall to 
mind Maleſherbes, that magiſtrate who com- 
bated deſpotiſm with ſo much vigour even in 
the courts of kings, and who periſhed by the 
dictatorial ſword, a victim of a revolution of 
which he was the ornament and ſupport. 
Favras may likewiſe in ſeveral points of view 
be compared to Socrates. La Corday will 
ſuſtain a parallel with Epicharis; and antiquity 
has few heroic citizens who can be contraſted 
with a Deſille, the martyr of humanity; a 
Simoneau, the martyr of the law; a Beaurepaire, 

| | who 


' FRENCH REVOLUTION. 315 


who would not ſurvive his country's diſgrace; 
a Boiſſy d' Anglas, who ſet the aſſaſſins at de- 
fiance, and refuſed to degrade the Convention 
over which he preſided by any act of perſonal 
weakneſs; a Rolland, who would not ſurvive 
his wife the victim of tyranny; or the wife of 
Claviere, who followed her huſband, who had 
allo fallen a ſacrifice, to the tomb. | 


Our revolution was brought about without 
any chief who prepared or directed it. The 
force of circumſtances alone produced the effect, 
The moſt aſtoniſhing thing is, what will almoſt 
authorize the belief of ſome ſupernatural agency 
in this great revolution, that all the events, all 
the plots, all the treachery, in ſhort, all which 
was moſt calculated to overthrow it, or impede 
its progreſs, have, on the contrary, contributed 
to its acceleration and confirmation, It has 
been ſaid that the revolution was a perpetual 
prodigy, and that France, twenty times on the 
brink of ruin, was as often ſaved by as many 
miracles, It is certain that poſterity will ſcarcely 
believe this extraordinary connection of cauſes 
and effects which have contributed to its 
triumph; in fact, if the court had not con- 
ſpired on the 5th and 6th of October, the king 


and 
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and the conſtituent aſſembly would never have 
been fixed at Paris, and the greater part of the 
ſubſequent events would never have taken place. 
If the king had accepted the conſtitution with 
ſincerity, we ſhould ſtill be under the yoke of 
royalty. To revenge Capet the monarchs of 
all Europe took up arms; Frederick then 
adopted the project of Guſtavus whom the 
murderous ſtee]*cut off at the moment he medi- 
tated the ſame enterprize, He aſſembled 
$0,000 men, and all the emigrants, ſo ferocious 
and fo greedy of revenge. The territory of the 
Republic was overrun; Longwy, Verdun, fell 
into their power, the Pruſſian: army was at the 
gates of Chalons; on a ſudden a cruel malady 
aſſaulted thoſe preſumptuous warriors, they 
were compelled to abandon the plains of Cham- 
paign, and owed their ſafety to treachery. At 
Gemappe the Auſtrians in vain had on their 
fide art and nature, the republican impetuoſity 
triumphed over military tactics; this victory 
puffed up Dumourier's heart; he attributed it 
to his genius, and but for the conſequences of 
the battle of Nerwinde, where the genius of the 
public permitted us to be conquered, Hol- 
land would have been vanquifhed by a general 
who meditated his country's ruin, and who, 
* Py by 
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by -unexampled ſucceſs, had acquired, like 
Cæſar, to whom he dared to compare himſelf, 
the . influence with his ſoldiers. 


In ahis ſequel of the war, Valenciennes and 
Maubeuge oppoſed a barrier to Cobourg; 
Fleurus beheld his defeat, and we entered as 
conquerers the fame. places, from whicli 
treachery had happily excluded us at a time 
when their invaſion would only have ſeconded 
Dumourier's projects. The ramparts of Maeſ- 
tricht, of Breda, and of Betgen- op- zoom were 
battered, and the gates of thoſe cities were 
opened to us. We triumphed on the borders 
of the Rhine; the paſſage is impracticable 
during the winter, but the elements fought for 
vs. The longeſt and ſevereſt winter of the 
18th century made its appearance; in the midſt 
of ſnow and 1ce our troops paſſed the Rhine, 
vanquiſhed Holland, dethroned the Stadtholder, 
and triumphantly planted the tri-coloured ſtand- 
ard in Amſterdam. The departments of the 
| weſt were in open rebellion, our generals ſuffered 
themſelves to be beaten, either through ignorance 
or treachery ; the republic could no longer reſiſt 
the Vendeans. On a ſudden, diſcord aroſe among 
the rebels ; one party of them paſſed the Loire, 
made -a n. upon Brittany, and were ſoon 

— | 
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weakened, conquered; diſperſed, and cut to 
pieces by tlie republicans. The decemvirs de- 
luged France with blood in order to eſtabliſh 
their deſpotiſm on the baſis of terror: France 
ſeemed then to be peopled only with victims 
and executioners. The exceſs of this tyranny 
was the cauſe of its overthrow. Our legiſlators 
gained inſtruction in the ſchool of experience 
and misfortune ; and the admirable Conſtitution 
of 1795 was the conſequence, The cavern of 
the Jacobins, the popular ſocieties, and all the 
hot-beds of anarchy were deſtroyed, The fac- 
tions which aroſe in the midſt of the national 
aſſemblies, balanced the various parties and made 
them leſs dangerous. The nobility emigrated 
in crowds, and nothing could be more favourable 
to the revolution than that emigration. It is 
certain that if the rich had not emigrated, or if 
they had returned after the amneſty, every 
thing promiſed an aſcendancy in the interior 
which would ſoon have been irreſiſtiblef. The 
war from without has been of ſingular ſervice 
to the revolution, inaſmuch as it has given diſ- 
cipline and a warlike ſpirit to our national 
guards, and taught the nation the extent of its | 
* To this it is ſaid, that they would have been all 


flaughtered by degrees. I believe on the contrary, that 
they would have ſerved as a counterpoile to the decemvirs. 


power Ss 
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powers. But above all we muſt remark on the 
days of the 12th Germinal (April 1), of the 
4th Prairial (May 23), and of the 13th Veri- 
demiaire (Oct. 4), an unexampled and almoſt 
miraculous combination of circumſtances, which 
all contributed to the conſolidation of a revolution, 
which they were intended to overthrow; yet all 
theſe events are but the natural conſequences 
of each other. It was natural that the terroriſts, 
J acobins, Cromwelliſts, and Robeſpierriſts, 
ſhould be ſucceeded by other terroriſts and other 
men of blood, becauſe in morals as well as in 
phyſics, action and re- action are proportionate 
to each other; and it is more eſpecially in a 
revolution, where the chances of events are 
ſubject to ſo much viciſſitude, that every man 
who publiſhes the principle, that he is permitted 
to ſlaughter and aſſaſſinate all who are of an 
oppolite party, ſigns his own death warrant. 
It was natural that the plain in the convention 
ſhould call to its aid the Pariſian youth, whoſe 
relations had periſhed by the ſword of the 
mountaineers, for the purpoſe of ſubduing 
this mountain, which was erected on the 
bones of a thouſand carcaſes and victims. 
It was the natural conſequence of the principles 
of this gilded youth, who were almoſt all miſled 
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by the Royaliſts, to ſecond the deſigns of 
the plain from a hope of being able to deſtroy 
t, if they ſucceeded in otèrthrowing the 
e The ſections of Paris; for the 


greater part influenced by the Royaliſts, would 


naturally aſſiſt in diſarming the Faubourg St. 


Antoine, (that Faubourg which had ſo power- 


fully contributed to the revolution at the taking 


of the Baſtille,) and in ſending their cannon to 


the convention, that it might, without giving 
them umbrage, get into its power thoſe 


ſections where tlie revolutioniſts had moſt in- 
fluence; this ſurrender of the cannon was the 


greateſt error into which the r6yaliſts fell; if 


they had preſerved them; they would probably 
have gained the victory on the 13th Vendemiaire 


(Oct. 4). This great inſurrection of the de- 
tuded ſections, and that in which the Pariſian 


youth had riſen againſt the convention under 


the pretence of preventing the patriotic and 
triumphant air of the Mar/ellois from being 
played, procured from the convention a de- 
cree for depriving the ſections of their ſmall arms 
alſo, and for diſarming theſe dangerous young 
men. Thus it is that the exceſſes of the new 
terroriſts, and of the ſocieties of Jeſus and of 


the Sun, in like manner induced the . ſenate to 


ſtrike 
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ſtrike terror once more into their ſouls, It is 
equally true that all the re- actions produced an 
advantage from the laſſitude and exhauſtion of 
Ne parties. Fhe factions have ſince been, if 


* not entirely extinguiſhed, at leaſt conſiderably 


reduced. Theſe perpetual re- actions have 


alſo concurred in freeing the republic from her 


moſt formidable enemies, and in unmaſking her 
adverſaries. The laſt hope of the royaliſts was 
in that fictitious famine which we have ex- 
perienced in the midſt of plenty through the 
diſcredit of paper money; but this diſcredit 
itſelf has enabled the government the more 
eaſily to withdraw from circulation; when it 
ſhall think proper, this paper which at firſt ſaved 
France, and then menaced her with deſtruction; 
it is thus that the ſame element gives life and 
death, Even the Orleaniſt faction, by its 


crimes, produced, in its own deſpite, the double 


effect of aboliſhing royalty when it overturned 


the throne, and of rendering itſelf impotent 


in its attacks on the public liberty from the 
horror which its offences excited. In ſhort 
our misfortunes have inſtructed us; and we 
have at laſt a good conſtitution, 


The peneral | furvey which we have taken of 
the revolution, brings us to conſider all the 
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ſnares and all the obſtacles with which it has 
been uniformly. ſurrounded. What combats 
have not the French nation and the convention 
had to ſuſtain ? What factions to deſtroy ? What 
plots to counteract? What a number of ci- 
tizens to undeceive ? What treaſon to unmaſk, 
to prevent, and to repair ? Is it not to the con- 
vention that the honour 1s due? Mankind will 
long ſpeak, undoubtedly, of its errors : crime has 
been its companion ; ſhe has fat in its ſeats and 
| hovered over its courts ; ſhe has preſided at its 
deliberations, and dictated its decrees. Like 
the Roman ſenate, the convention has had its 
Catiline and its Cethegus ; it was at one time 
weak, at another violent, oftener ſtill, drawn 
aſide from its true wiſdom by circumftances 
and the efforts of diſcontent; but at length it 
has ſurmounted all its internal impediments, 
and as to the external war, the whole country, 
from the borders of the Var to the banks of 
the Rhine, has reſounded with our acclamations 
of victory. | 


There appeared a pamphlet, intitled Coup d Oeil 
ſur la Revolution Frangaiſe, written by General 
Monteſquiev, and followed by the anſwer 
of Count d'Entraigues. We ſhall not attempt 
here to refute the anſwer of the ci. devant Count. 

The 
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The great talents of this partizan of royalty 
have only been uſed for the purpoſe of defend- 
ing the cauſe of his party, by all the falſe repre- 
ſentations which his partiality ſuggeſted, Ge- 
neral Monteſquieu equally looks at our revo- 
Jution, in his work, through a falſe priſm ; but 
ſome excellent truths have eſcaped from him. 
He agrees that the ſource of all the misfortunes 
of France was to be found in the hereditary 
pride of the nybility, which induced them, im- 
prudently, to reſiſt the ziers-erat, and which 
five years of diſgrace only tended to irritate. 
He alfo allows that it would be a great example 
to the world, to offer for its imitation a nation, 
which, after a long ſeries of ages of ſlavery, 
awaking on a ſudden, and recurring proudly to 
the elementary principles of all ſociety, ſhould 
have the prudence, from the power of reaſon 
alone, to ſer bounds to her own liberty which 
ſhe had prohibited herſelf from overſtepping; but 
how, adds he, can we expect to unite what ap- 
pear contradictory in their natures, the coolneſs 
of wiſdom with the energy of enthuſiaſm ? 


This Gogle avowal uber to ins „ 
on him to regard our revolution with a more 
favourable eye. We will not follow him in the 
evidently partial manner in which he repreſents 

WF A facts 3 
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facts ; we recognize in it a blind adorer of roy- 
alty. We ſhall only notice what he has ad- 
vanced on one of the moſt intereſting occur- 
rences in the hiſtory of the revolution, the re- 
treat of the Duke of Brunſwick. When the 
allied armies penetrated into France in the year 
x7.92, under the command of the firſt general in 
Europe, he muſt have believed, ſays Monteſ- 
quieu on the faith of the emigrants, that the 
enterpriſe would be as eaſy as the reduction of 
Holland had been in 1789. Inftead however 
of the eagerneſs, with which, according to the 
emigrants, the French would haſten, to embrace 
their pretended deliverers ; inſtead of the friendly 
reception ſo much vaunted, and the abundance 
of ſupplies which was to follow, the Fruſſians 
faw nothing but a deſert, and one vaſt tomb 
around them in the plains of Champagne; and 
little was wanted to reduce the fineſt army in 
Europe, vanquiſhed rather by the policy. than 
the arms of the French, in the midft of its pro- 
greſs, to the humiliating fituation of Burgoyne 


and Cornwallis, A conſiderable part of it 


periſhed for want ; the remainder owed its ſafety 


only to the ſkill of its general, and was too for- 


tunate to have it in his power to eſcape from a 
country, the conqueſt of which was expected to 
£28 be 
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de merely an amuſement *. We have, in this 
hiſtory, detailed the various motives of the re- 
treat of the Duke of Brunſwick; it is certain 

that his poſition, become every day more dane 
gerous, . concurred with the repeated requeſts 
made him by Louis XVI. from the midſt of his 
prifon, to decide him to retreat. The ci. van: 
Count d' Entraigues believes that the llied powers 
temporized too much, and that if they had de- 
cided more promptly, if they had penetrated 
into France two years ſooner, they would in- 
fallibly have effected a counter- revolution; ſince 
at that time there was no preparation for war in 
the interior of France, and the army of the line 
were in a ſtate of complete diſorganization. We 
cannot be of the ſame opinion with the Count: 
France was then in the enthuſiaſm of liberty; 
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* The remainder of Prunſwick's army owed its ſafety 

only to treachery. The emigrants accaſed the Duke of 

Brunſwick of treachery in retreating inſtead of attacking the 

French at Chalons, and purſuing his victorious march to - 

Paris. The truth is, that that Prince judged of his poſition m4 

like a ſkilful warrior; his line, already twenty leagues in ex- þ 

tent, was attacked on all ſides by two hoſtile armies, which 

were increaſing every day : his convoys no longer arrived: 

the country afforded no ſupplies: though he had conquered 

at Chalons, he would no leſs have been compelled to retreats 

if he had been vanquiſhed, he would have been reduced to 

the neceſſity of capitulating. The emigrants deceived him, 

becauſe they were deceived themſelves as to the diſpoſitions 

of the people of France. 


T3 | thouſands 


” 4; WR 


" 
17> Co 


„ way * * 
* * 4 "WE 8 n TY % %- I * * 
. « 4 * * 0 1 * — —— — — 
, 2 — ̈—ñ——c 
; 2 — 2 8 5 — — — >a — — 25 —— Da an 8 23 gee HE Gere Cote 
. 


——— 


©. n 
„ < Hoe 8 


F. 
* 
* 
I 
v3 
1 Y 
. 
i 
P ; 
Y 4 
4 9 
NL 


326 SEQRET HISTORY OF THE 


thouſands of armed men had ſprung up out of 
the earth. The hiſtory of all free nations proves 
that, during the firſt attempts of a people to gain 
its rights, an invaſion of its territory cannot be 
ſucceſsful; it is only when the nation begins to 
be weary of its liberty, that an external attack is 
really to be apprehended, and that an invaſion 
en 8 5 " 
| Ametore we bring this general ſurvey of our 
revolution to a. concluſion, we ſhould obſerve, 
that the good fortune of the republic has provided 
that all the plots which have been directed againſt 
her ſhould be formed by men who had the views 
but not the genius requiſite for conſpirators, 
The plots of the court were conceived and exe- 
cuted with the greateſt unſkilfulneſs. Thoſe of 
La Fayette, Dumouriez, and Bouille, deſerve the 
ſame character. The danger was greater on the 

13th and 14th Vendemiaire (Oct. 4 and 5): 
but it muſt be obſerved, that the ſectionaries 
were without cannon, and above all, that they 
had not at their head a ſingle chief to give con- 
ſiſtence to this great inſurrection. The only 
plot which was conceived with any depth of 
thought, or any probable hopes of ſucceſs, was 
that formed by M. de Maillebois. He was be- 
trayed by his ſecretary ; but without that event, 
| and 
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and if the allied powers had adopted his plan, 
France would have been ſeriouſly endangered. 
At the time of the plot of the court againſt 
Paris, it is alſo to be preſumed, that if the idea 
of the ci - devant Count d'Artois had been fol- 
lowed up, who ſuggeſted the putting M. Mail- 
lebois in the place of M. Broglio, M. de Mail- 
lebois would not have given the Pariſians time 
to recolle& themſelves, and make preparations 
for their defence. The conſpiracy- of Robe- 


ſpierre and of the commune of Paris could not 


but fail, becauſe they foreſaw no reſiſtance, 
The plot of the month Floreal in the 4th year 
(May 1795) was ſtill more profoundly iniqui- 


tous; but Babœuf and his accomplices did not 


recolle& that every thing depends on ſecrecy ; 
thoſe conſpirators were. ignorant that it 1s more 
eſpecially neceflary in conſpiracies to. calculate 
all the chances, and provide againſt all conſe- 
quences. If a Cromwell had read the hiſtory 


of our revolution, he would have ſaid, The. 


French do not know how to conſpire, 


= 460 


We have already ſpoken, more than once, of | 


the different denominations which the various 
factions, that have agitated France, aſſumed, 
It may not be improper to give the reader in 
this place a general ſketch of them. He will 

Y 4 recollect 
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recollect that in the conſtituent aſſembly, the 
patriots called the deputies on the right ſide, 
Blacks; and theſe aſt, the others, the Palais- 
royal corner. Then came the Fayettiſts, the 
Feuillans, the Maratiſts, the Orleaniſts, the 
Briſſotines, the Girondiſts, the Stateſmen. To 
them ſucceeded the denominations of the Suſ- 
pected, of Moderes, of Ultra-revolvutiqniſts, and 
of Exaggerates. While Robeſpierre's faction 
was the predominant party, he perſecuted and 
aſſaſſinated his adverſaries, applying to them all 
the ſe names, and increaling the liſt by the 
terms, Dantoniſts, Hebertiſts, &c. Then one 
party in the convention was called the Moun- 
rain; the members of the other party were 
called the inhabitants of the Plain, the toads of 
the marſh, an expreſſion only fit for the mar- 
kets. After the fall of Robeſpierre, the Ther- 
midorians called their enemies, or thoſe whom 
they regarded as ſuch, Robeſpierriſts, Terroriſts, 
Jacobins, Blood-ſuckers, and Anarchiſts, The 
Thermidorian re-aQors were in their turn called 
Hecatombiſts, or makers of Hecatombs, new 
Terroriſts or Furoriſts. It will be ſeen in the 
latter part of this hiſtory, that the word Chou- 
annerie, and the epithet of Chouan is that which 
the republican party, or at leaſt thoſe who called 


themſelves ſo, * to thoſe whom they | believed 
to 
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to be of an oppoſite party, The latter call the 
former excluſive patriots, monarchiſts, and Pan- 
theoniſts, becauſe many of them had formed a 


club in the ſection of the Pantheon, They 


did not call each other at Rome either Ci- 
ceronians, or Pompeians, or Czfarians ; but the 
Romans were not the leſs divided ; they mutually 
proſcribed and ſlaughtered each other. We 
have added to theſe ſame horrors, the charms of 


injurious epithets; it is no great increaſe of the 


crime. When diſcord and murder muſt take 
place, it is of no conſequence whether the 
foundations are laid in odious denominations, or 
in any other mode: our defcendants -will, at 
leaſt, find it difficult to add to this dictionary of 
inſults. | 


On the 4th Brumaire (October 25th) the na- 


tional convention, conformably to the decree of 


the zoth Vendemiaire, (October 21,) declared 


that its ſeſſion was terminated, It firſt aboliſhed, 
as we have already ſaid, capital puniſhments ; 
but this decree is only to be put in force after the 
peace. It alſo publiſhed a general amneſty; it 
however excepted thoſe who oppoſed the put- 
ting in force the conſtitution, after the famous 
decrees of the 5th and 15th Thermidor, (Ange 

22 and 


| 
[ 
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'22 and September 1 *,) and the commencement 
of the function of the legiſlative body on the 5th 
Brumaire, (October 26,) conformably to the de- 
crees of the 10th and zoth Vendemiaire (Octo- 
ber 1 and 21). It alſo excepted from this am- 
neſty thoſe who had been condemned for contu- 
macy on the conſpiracy of 13th and 14th Vende- 
miaire, (October 4 and 5,) the baniſhed prieſts, 
the fabricators of forged aſſignats, and the emi- 
grants whether returned or not, with regard to 
whom the puniſhment of death is irrevocably 
faxed and maintained. The convention formed 
itſelf into an electoral body, under the preſidence 
of the oldeſt of its members, on the ſame day, 
the 4th Brumaire, (October 25,) and as ſoon as 
it had declared its ſeſſion terminated. Some 
deputies attempted to prolong the ſeſſion of the 


conventional aſſembly - but the convention, faith - 


ful to its decrees, and faithful to the republic, 

_ afforded, like the firſt conſtituent aſſembly, the 

.'great example of not ſeeking to perpetuate itſelf, 
2 did the long parliament of England, 


The convention has had the glory of con- 
cluding an honourable peace with Pruſſia and 


We ſhall return to the law of the 3d Brumaire {OQ, 
24) z we ſhall demonſtrate all its deſects. 


Spain, 


* 
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Spain. May we be able in the latter part of this 


hiſtory, in which we ſhall follow the labours of 
the legiſlative body until the 1ſt of November 
1796, to ſign a treaty of peace with the other 
rival powers! May the ſtorms which we have 


been under the neceſſity of deſcribing, no longer 


lour over our horizon, to foſter the revivifica- 
tion of the carcaſe of royalty, or of the monſter 


| anarchy! May we no longer ſee Marius's and 


Syllas wreſtling and ſucceeding each other in- 
ceſſantly ! It is time that faithful generals ſhould 
ſucceed perfidious generals. It is time that a 
Camillus ſhould replace a Dumouriez, and that 


our governors ſhould be Ariſtides, and not Ca- 


tilines. Pope was in the right when he ſaid, 
Whate er is beſt adminiſtred is beſt.“ 


Let our new governors be juſt, and they will in- 
ſpire the love of a republican government. There 


is nobody who does not prefer the glorious days 
of the Roman republic, tothe reign of blood and the 


proſcriptions of the triumvirs, or to the deſtructive 


follies of Nero and Domitian; as there is nobody 


who does not prefer the reign of Henry IV. to 
the republic of a Robeſpierre. 


If the legiſlative body does not ſeek to uſurp 


the executive power; if an ambitious directory 
5 does 
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does not attempt to humble the harmony which 
mould ſubſiſt between its members and the legi- 
flative body; if diſcord does not introduce her- 
ſelf among the directors; if the majority of the 
two councils remain conſtantly republican; if 
they do not deſire to narrow the limits of the re- 
public; and if they attempt to inſpire the ſur- 
rounding nations witi more confidence than jea- 
Jouſy, there is no degree of glory and proſperity 
which France may; not reach. 


| Kone it not be ſaid 3 a republican form of go- 
vernment is not adapted to the French character. 
We know that a Roman emperor has written 
that the Gauls were too fierce to be ſlaves, and 
too cowardly to be free. He did not obſerve that 
government faſhions a people at its pleaſure. 
Behold the Romans; they were conquerors in 
the time of the Scipios; under the popes, the 
ſame people reſemble a timid flock of ſheep, 
ready to fly at the leaſt appearance of danger, 
The Gauls are repreſented by Julian as a grave 
and ſerious people; under the regent, and ſince 
his time, they have become gay and frivolous. 
The fate of the republic will depend on the na- 
tional aſſemblies ; they will not, perhaps, contain 
ſo many men of eloquence, ſo many deputies fa- 
mous in the tribune and in the council, of whom 
3 Fw the 


| FRENCH REVOLUTION. | 333 


the greater part unhappily abuſed their talents for 
the purpoſe of conſpiracy; but good ſenſe may, 
to a certain degree, ſupply the place of thoſe bril- 
liant talents, and is infinitely preferable, if it be 
but too true, that an unbounded and fatal ambi- 
tion accompanies and tarniſhes their ſplendor. 
Legiſlators ought, therefore, principally to di- 
ſtinguiſh themſelves by good ſenſe and mature 
deliberation ; they ſhould favour the really uſeful 
arts, and proſcribe thoſe whoſe tendency is to 
enervate, diſgrace, or degrade the national cha- 
racter; thoſe which cheriſh the luxury of fri- 
volity, much more fatal to republics than to mo- 
narchies. Eloquence, poetry, and hiſtory, can- 
not but acquire energy and dignity under a free 
government. The public tribunes muſt bring 
eloquence into greater eſtimation, Ir will be 
ſeen in the following book, that the legiſlative 
body has re-opened, in eſtabliſhing the national 
Inſtitute, that ſanctuary of the ſciences of which 
Francis I, conceived the idea, which was 
erected by Colbert a hundred years ſince, and 
which the decemviral tyranny and Vandaliſm 
hut four years back. The convention has col- 
lected together a vaſt number of chef-d'auvres in 
painting and ſculpture, in an immenſe muſeum 
_ deſtined for the public inſtruction. The revo- 
lution has already re-exhibited the great effects 
| 1 produced 


Wo 
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produced among the ancient Greeks by ſong and 
muſic. The ſciences, leſs acceſſible than the 
arts, have, in ſpite of the revolutionary ſtorms; 
witneſſed the multiplication of the hot-houſes of 
inſtruction, and of the means of encouragement 
in the public lyceums, and in the laboratories 
and cabinets of chymiſts and phyſicians, More 
than 50 journals are conſecrated to the propaga- 
tion of knowledge, ſince genius is no longer im- 
peded in its progreſs by cenſors, nor reſtrained 
by privileges. The dominion of ſcience has been 
neceſſarily extended by the rich harveſts which 
have been reaped by the young Frenchmen ſent 
by the national aſſembly to the. South Sea, in 
compliance with the wiſhes of the ſociety of na- 
tural hiſtory, to diſcover the traces of Lapey- 
rouſe. The two conſtituent aſſemblies prepared 
the beautiful plan of public inſtruction, which 
unites the immenſe maſs of knowledge which 
genius can conceive or embrace. It will be 
ſeen in the latter part of this work, that the le- 
giſlative body has begun to put this plan in exe- 
cution. It has decreed that there ſhall be a 
ſchool of practical aſtronomy in the college of the 
four nations. The mechanical and chymical 
arts, linked to the ſciences by theory and prac- 
tice, are probably the moſt favoured of all by the 
revolution. The deſtruction of municipal privi- 
leges 


4 
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leges and freedoms has given activity to manu- 
factories of every ſpecies; a crowd of new ones 
have been erected in the environs of Paris. 
Their principal objects are the mineral acids and 
ſalts moſt uſeful in the arts; the bleaching of 
linen by Bartholet's proceſs; the preparation of 
tallow, ſpermaceti, and oils; the decompoſition 
of the marine ſalt for the extraction of the alkali; 
the preparation of animal fleſh and bones; the 


various dreſſings of ſkins and hair; and the ſpin- 


ning of cotton and wool. The genius of liberty 
will never be at variance with the genius of art 
and of ſcience. Liberty is their true element, 
man becomes all that his nature will admit; 
and talents have the greateſt latitude allowed for 
their developement, in all the energy of which 
they are ſuſceptible, under a republican govern- 


ment. There is the greateſt reaſon to hope, that 


ſince they have made ſuch a progreſs during the 
war and the revolutionary ſtorms, they will con- 
tribute, after a general pacification 1n Europe, 
more rapidly to the perfection of human reaſon; 
and will add to the glory of the nation, at the 
ſame time that they will augment its true riches, 
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BOOK XXX. 


The firſt Labours of the Council of Five Hundred, 
and of the Council of Ancients, —Organization of 
the Executive Directory. — Finances. —Diſcuſſion 
on the Law of the 34 Brumaire, (OF. 24, ) re- 
ative to the Deputy J. Jacques or Job Ayme,— 

* Reſolution of the Council of Five Hundred on 

| that Subject. — I is approved by the Council of 

© Ancients. — Another Diſcuſſion relative to the 

Law of the 6th Floreal, ( April 25,) on the 

4  Confiſcation of the Eftates of the Emigrants — 

' Reſolution and Deciſion on that Subject. — 
Feaſt of the 1ſt Pluvioſe (Fan. 20).— Arrival 
and Reception, in the Hall, of the Repreſenta- 
tives, whom Dumouriez's 2. reachery had made 

Priſoners.— Iutereſting Details given by thoſe 
Deputies. — Arrival of the Ambaſſadors of Spain 

and Prufſia.—Debates and Reſolution on the 

Subjects of the Clubs or popular Socitties.— 

| The Feaſt of Youth. —Eftabliſhment and frſt 
public Sitting of the National Inſtitute. —Cap- 
ture and Execution of Stofflet and Cbarotte.— 

Situation of Europe, and particularly of the 
French Republic. —RefleFions on Holland. — 
Digreſſion on what has been called the Revolu- 
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tion of Brabant, General Pichegru ſent to 
Conſtantinople as Ambaſſador from the Republic. 
Alis Refuſal.— Parallel between Pichegru 
and Jourdan.— Intereſting Details on their mi- 
litary Tranſactions. Feuſts given to thoſe two 
Generals. — Tempeſtuous Sitting on the n 

| af the of roubles in the South. 


N «4 4» 


A NEW order of Rn ny Sin ſelf; a juſt, 

firm, and ſtable goyernment has erected itſelf on 
the ruins of an expiring anarchy, - The phyſiog- 
nomy of the executive directory announces go- 
vernors who will not connect themſelves with 
any faction, who will not balance one party 
againſt the other, but will watch and quell them 
all. It appears that there will long be two oppo- 
ite parties in the legiſlative body; we wiſh to 
believe that both parties love the republic, and 
chat they are only divided as to the means of con- 
ſolidating it. Fortunately the moſt perfect har- 
mony appears to ſubſiſt between the two councils 
and the executive directory. We hope, in be- 
ginning the hiſtory of their labours, to have only 
to deſcribe a juſt government, whoſe ambition 
is ſolely to bind up the yet bleeding wounds of 
France, and to procure for her a reſtoring peace, 
of which the whole world feels the urgent neceſ- 
lity ; ſo that, as a finiſhing ſtroke to the ſingu- 
23 VOL, IT, | =; larity 
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larity of our revolution, and as a Aikingies be- 
tween it and that of all other people, an anarchy, 
which generally leads to deſpotiſm, may be for us 
a ſchool which produces true liberty, that is to 
ſay, a good government, and good laws, We 
have learned that a ſtate, as Plutarch obſerves, 
can be happy neither under * — nor 
in very great e : 


Ir has been ſeen in the preceding book, that the 

convention formed itſelf into an electoral body, as 
ſoon as it had decreed the termination of its ſeſ- 
fion. As ſoon as the members of the two coun- 
cils had been named, and before they were com- 
pletely organiſed, the council of five hundred | 
haſtened to form the executive power. They 
thoſe citizens Rewbel, Lareveillere Lepaux, 
Barras, Letourneur (de la Manche), and Syeies, 
23 directors; on the refuſal of the laſt to accept 
the office, Citizen Carnot was elected in his 
room. The refuſal of Syeies does him honour; 
he, without doubt, thought that at the eve of a 
fourth campaign, the acknowledged military ta- 
lents of Carnot would be uſeful to the republic. 
We have been even informed that this refuſal was 
previouſly concerted, and that Syeies would not 
have been propoſed, but from a fear leſt Carnot 
mould be obnoxious from having been a member 
5 „ of 
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of the famous committee of government, the 
eternal object of the public execration; though 
it was acknowledged that Carnot had rather been 
the dupe and victim, than the accomplice or agent 
of the decemvirs. The choice of theſę men and 
of the miniſters met, in general, with the publie 
approbation. On the roth Brumaire (October 31) 
the council of five hundred formed itfelf into a 
general and ſecret committee, to conſider of the 
ſtate of the finances, and of the means of alle- 
viating the public miſefy. Its ſittings on theſe 
ſubjects were long and frequent; they concluded 
by iſſuing two thouſand four hundred millions of 
territorial mandats. They previouſly enacted 
that the mandat or the aſſignat, reduced to one- 
thirtieth of their primary value, ſhould be the 
only national money which ſhould be acknow- 
ledged in the tribunals. We ſhould have wiſhed 
that they had adopted the project of a bank pro- 
poſed by Lafond Ladebat. It was a bank which 
ſaved and re-eſtabliſhed public credir in Eng- 
land, Holland, and Venice. Perhaps they feared 
to- make the republic dependent on a financial 
company in a time of revolution; bur if chere 
had been any doubt of its republican principles, 
were there not a thouſand ways of watching over 
it, nay of ſecuring its fidelity to its engagements ; 
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T* „The 3 of * ak ee (oA. 80 
was the ſignal, of diviſion; by chat law the re- 
lations . of , emigrants, and the promoters of 
liberticide meaſures and decrees, were diſabled 
from exerciſing any public. function till peace 
ſhould . be reſtored. The diſcuſſion began on 


the ſubject of Job Aims, a deputy named by 


the. electoral aſſembly of the department of La 
Drome. 35 The queſtion was to determine in 
A ſolema manner, which were the members of 
che legiſlatiyc body elected by the people, who, 
according. o the literal text of the law were 
inadmilhble : 70 ſome declared on the rights of 


Jaſtice, and dhe ſovereignty... of the people; ; 
others took occaſion from it to excite freſh 


| inſurrections, to renew denunciations, and to cre- 


ate freſh. diviſions. The royaliſts went fo far as 
10 report that a new 3iſt of May was intended. 
Without agreeing to this miſrepre ſentation, 
we cannot diſallow that the law of the 3d Bru- 


maire was as unconſtitutional as the decree of 
the two thirds, with this difference, that the 


public ſafety perhaps imperiouſly demanded the 
latter decree, which was beſides ſubmitted to 
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the ſanction of the people, but the law of the 
3d Brumaire was not required by the public 
ſafety. Ie certainly did not depend on a' dozen 


deputies who might be in the predicament pro? 
vided againſt by the law; it was probable alſo that 


among thoſe very deputies, there were many good 


republicans, or at leaſt men who were good citi- 
ꝛens enough to ſubmit to the opinion of the majo- 


rity; and not to cauſe new diſturbances, Todeprive 


them of their ſituation, was to imitate the in- 
juſtice of the conſtituent body, and the aſſembly 
which ſucceeded it, in their conduct towards the 
prieſts whoſe conſciences they violated; and 
to whom the preſent legiſlative body have juſt 
reſtored their civil rights. It was in our opinion 
a real attack on the ſovereignty of the people. 
The legiſlative body were of different ſentiments; 


and in conſequence of a reſolution paſſed by the 


council of five hundred, and approved by the 


ancients, ' Job Aimé was 3 from the 


Bo” Hg n 


Another queſtion, leſs important indeed, but 
not leſs delicate in deciſion, was that of the con- 
fiſcation of the wealthof the emigrants. According 
to a law of the legiſlative aſſembly which had 
allotted the wealth as an indemnity due to the 
nation; a law of March 20, 1792, had for ever 
2 3 baniſhed 
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baniſhed the emigrants from the territory of 
that country which their ferocious rage had 
' wiſhed to deluge with blood, and decreed that 
all the ſueceſſions direct or collateral, which 
might fall to them for the term of 50 years, 
ſhould devolve to the profit of the republic. 
It was at other periods that the parents of the 
emigrants felt a ſeverer blow in the perſons of 

their children. By a decree of the 17th Fri- 
maire, of the 2d year, (Dec. 7, 1793, ) their 
preſent poſſeſſions were ſequeſtered. At length 

the law of the gth of laſt Floreal, (April 29, 
1796, ) brought the ſubject to a final deter- 
mination; by that law the nation renounced 
all right to any collateral ſucceſſion which the 
emigrants might inherit. It delivered parents 
from every ſequeſtration, and diſcharged them 
from the ſupport of two foldiers for each child 
which had emigrated ; an obligation which had 
been impoſed on them by a law of the 17th 
of Sept. 1792 ;. butit, from that moment, gave 
to the public uſe, that portion of their actual 
_ poſſeſſions, and of the other relations of emi- 
grants in the aſcending line of which the emi- 
grants were preſumptive heirs. It muſt not be 
forgotten that this diſpoſition was ſoftened by 
a portion granted to theſe relations beyond their 
legal ſhare; the law further admitted them 

| each 
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each to take another portion for each child in 
this partition; and allowed them a deduction 
for their debts. contracted without fraud, It is 
this law which it was wiſhed to repeal. After 
very violent debates, the council paſſed a reſo- 
lution, the terms of which are as follows: * Thoſe 
© whoſe eſtates were ſubject to the ſequeſtration 
te exacted by the law of the 17th Frimaire, 
« (Dec. 7,) ſhall be admitted to demand the 
te partition preſcribed by the law of the gth 
% Floreal, (April 29,) the ſequeſtration ſhall 
© be in force againſt thoſe who do not apply 
© for the partition.” The council of ancients 


approved of this reſolution. 


On the 1ſt Pluvioſe, (Jan. 20,) they cele- 
brated by a feſtival the anniverſary of the pu- 
niſhment of the laſt kingly tyrant ; Robeſpierre 
and his accomplices were our laſt tyrants, but 
under another title and other forms. The 
oath never more to ſuffer tyranny or tyrants 
was repeated. The book of the conſtitution, 


that ſacred ark of the rights of a great people, 


was carried in great ſtate upon a litter covered 
with drapery fringed with gold. May all theſe 
auguſt ſolemnities, and all theſe pompous fef- 
tivals unite the French, ſo that they may form 


but one family always ready to combat tyranny l 
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For many years have fatal re- actions afflicted 
the country and humanity, and offered us the 
hideous ſpectacle of an immenſe crowd of ci- 
tizens, by turns victims and executioners. 
The pure patriots have been perſecuted. under 
the names of Maratiſts, Dantoniſts, Feuillans, 
Girondiſts, Jacobins, ' Moderes, Terroriſts, and 
Excluſives. After the 10th of Avguſt, Marat's 
ſentence paved the way for the 31ſt of May. 
The death of Camille Deſmoulins and Phillip- 
peaux, the danger with which Tallien and ſeveral 
other deputies ſaw themſelves menaced, led Robe- 
ſpierre and his partizans to the ſcaffold, The ever- 
famous trial of Collot, Billaud Varennes, and 
Barrere, brought on the events of the 12th 
Germinal, and the iſt Prairial (April 1, and 
May 20). On the view of this great diviſion 
the royaliſts placed themſelves in the ranks of 
the patriots, and the moſt cruel re- action began; 
in ſhort, the royaliſts imagined that they might 
be able to take advantage of the defeat of the 
anarchiſts, who had fallen in the month Prairial. 
They believed in particular, that they ſhould 
not fail to profit by the fortunate pretext which 
the revolutionary decrees of the two thirds 
preſented them. The plot of the 13th Ven- 
demiaire, (Oct. 4,) was ſoon concerted; this 
attempt of the royaliſts gave riſe to the law oſ 

| the 
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the zd Brumaire, (Oct. 24,) another revolu- 
tionary meaſure which we cannot approve. 


Since that day the favourers of the tranſactions 
in Prairial, and the inſurgents of Vendemiaire, 
obſerved, watched, calumniated, and accuſed 


each other; and in many places, eſpecially in 


the ſouth, they butchered each other. The 
walls of Paris were covered with atrocious pam- 
phlets, with perfidious and counter-revolutionary 
reflections. The legiſlative body thought it 


their duty to ſpeak out ; they decreed that all 


the members and all the public functionaries 
ſhould take the oath of hatred to royalty. 


A really affecting ſcene took place, which was 


calculated to re- animate more and more every 


Heart worthy of embracing republican ſentiments, 


with that immortal hatred which men lately made | 
free ſhould cheriſh againſt tyranny, and which 


lived in the hearts of all the Greeks. The repre- 
ſentatives Bancal, Camus, Quinette, and La- 


marque, who had been given up to the Auſtrians 
by the moſt infamous treachery, appeared in the 


hall of the five hundred, during the ſitting of 
the 12th Nivoſe (Jan. 1). The whole aſ- 
ſembly roſe ſpontaneouſly to teſtify their joy, 


| and received them with the loudeſt acclamations 
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of applauſe: The preſident addreſſed them in 
a ſpeech of congratulation. Camus announced 
that Drouet, Marec, Semonville, and the ex- 
general Bournonville, had arrived at Paris by 


different roads; he related the evils they had 


ſuffered, We think it proper to make an ana- 
lyſis of his ſpeech here; thoſe who have read 


 Dumovriez's memoirs will ſee how exact is 


Camus's' narration of his miſſion againſt Du- 

mouriez. Nothing was wanting to complete 
the infamy with which the latter has covered 
himſelf, but an avowal from himſelf jof his tur- 
pitude in that part of his memoirs. Camus 


divided his ſpeech into four parts, the firſt was 


occupied with the events which occurred from 
the zoth of March 1793, until the 29th of May, 


the period when the priſoners left Maeſtricht: 


the ſecond relates the treatment they met with 
from the 29th of May, until July 17, in the 
dungeons of Coblentz, Wilzbourg, Kilberg, 
Olmutz, and Kœnigrats: the third treats of 


their releaſe, and their arrival at Fribourg in 


Briſgau: and in the fourth, he gives the hiſtory 


of their travels from their departure from Fri- 


bourg, till their arrival at the legiſlative body. 


*The victory of Gemappe,” ſays Camus; © was 


cc the ſouree of all Dumouriez's treachery. 
cc * The | 
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0 The ſucceſs of that brilliant day puffed up 
« his heart: he attributed to his talents, what 
« was the conſequence of the courage of the 
< republican warriors“. Belgium appeared to 
© him a legitimate conqueſt ; but foreſeeing 
« that his projects would not have complete 
ſucceſs in Belgium, he made an incurſion 
e into the United Provinces, where he hoped 
te to reign more abſolutely than he could have 
ce done in the Auſtrian Netherlands. His views 
ec were ſoon diſcloſed ; he openly declared againſt 
- the convention and its commiſſioners, and 
&« jſſued proclamations contrary to their decrees, 
e The immenſe popularity which he had ac- 
« quired with the ſoldiery, was a reſtraint on 
ce the commiſſioners, and forced them to act with 
tc caution ; but Dumouriez ſoon threw off the 
« maſk, I am accuſed,” ſaid he to me, (Camus,) 
«© of wiſhing to be a ſecond Cæſar; if I am 
ec attacked, I know how to defend myſelf.“ 
“As he pronounced theſe words, he laid his 
ee hand on the hilt of his ſword, If you wiſh 
« to be Cæſar, I will be Brutus, replied 
Camus with vivacity, pointing his piſtol to his 
ec breaſt. 


It is well known that we are indebted for the ſucceſs 
of that day, more eſpecially to Dampierre and Bournonville. 
+ Dumouriez in his memoirs, affects to defcribe Camus 
as a little intimidated at the danger of his miſſion. 
„ e 
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„The commiſſioners arrived at the camp 


| without an eſcort; but a detachment of 


huffars of Berchini ſurrounded their carriage, 


and Beurnonville's. Who are theſe armed 


men which ſurround us,” ſaid the commiſ- 
ſioners? © It is a guard which Dumouriez has 
ſent you as a mark of reſpect,” replied one of 


the troop. At theſe words, they no longer 


doubted that the traitor-general wiſhed to 
ſecure their perſons. 


« The commiſſioners arrived in the camp; 
they found Dumouriez diſturbed and melan- 
choly. Are you come to arreſt me?” 


© By no means, we bring you orders from the 
convention.” Camus read the decree which 


ordered him to the bar. Dumouriez refuſed 


to go to Paris; he declaimed againſt Marat 


and the Jacobins. In the mean time all com- 


munication was cut off between the commiſ- 


ſioners and the army. Baptiſte, Dumou- 
riez's valet de chambre, ran in, quite out of 


breath, and exclaimed ; © While you are de- 
liberating here, the enemy is advancing in 
three columns. The commiſſioners ordered 
this man to be arreſted. © What! ſaid Beur- 
nonville, it is paſt ſix o'clock in the evening, 


and the enemy are advancing !'-—" Go and 
cc ſee 


cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 
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ſee what is paſſing,” ſaid Dumouriez to an old 


officer who could ſcarcely walk. In the mean 


time the commiſſioners returned to the attack. 
© They aſſailed Dumouriez on the ſide of prin- 
ciple; they told him that a general could not 


te judge the laws, and that as his army belonged 


ec 


66 


cc 
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cc 
cc 


cc 


to the republic, he ovght not to give any orders 
contrary to her laws. They placed before his 


eyes the example of La Fayette, abandoned by 
* his ſoldiers, as ſoon as they ſuſpected him of 
ce treachery,  Dumouriez replied, that France 


was haſtening to her ruin, and he wiſhed to 


* fave her; he aſked who would. deliver his army 


from the. peril which menaced. it, attacked as 
it was by an immenſe cavalry? 1 will,” re- 
plied Beurnonville. That is to ſay, you 
are come to ſupplant me in my command,” 


quickly retorted Dumouriez. He conſtantly 


repeated that they wiſhed to aſſaſſinate him at 
Paris. Quinette and Lamarque offered to ac- 
company him. He honoured them vith the 


epithet of aſſaſſins. At length he exhorted the. 


commiſſioners to retire to Valenciennes. 


_ « Eight o'clock approached ; the commiſſion- 
ers entered a cabinet, and thence they iſſued a 
decree by which Dumouriez was ſuſpended 
from 1 his functions; and Valence, whoſe 


MM perfidy 
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et perfidy they did not ſuſpect, was named as 
his ſucceſſor. They returned to the ſaloon, 
&« which was filled with the officers of the Etat- 
te major, and Dumouriez at their head. The 
c commiſſioners ordered Valence to come for- 
« ward. A profound ſilence was obſerved by 
* the officers. Camus, addrefling himſelf to 
e Dumouriez: You know the decree which 
« orders you to the bar ?— Damouriez. No.— 
ee. Comms. You then ſet at nought the law ?— 
ce Dunotriez. I am neceſſary to the army. 
« Camus. We order ſeals to be put on your 
te papers. Dumourieꝝ. Let them be taken 
« care of. Camus. In conſequence of your 
« diſobedience to the law, we declare you ſuſ- 
e pended.—7. be Oeers. Suſpended! So are 
« we all; they are depriving us of our general, 
ec of our father,—Dumouriez, It is time ta 
« bring this to a concluſion; officers, do your 
« duty. At this moment the huſſars advanced, 
2 and ſurrounded the repreſentatives, and they 
* were made priſoners. © Come, my dear Beur- 
& nonville,* ſaid Dumouriez to him, as he took 
him by the hand, you are likewiſe arreſted. 


« An order for departure was given. We de- 

*« manded the order in writing : * Go, ſaid Du- 
& mouriez to his ſatellites, © and if they refuſe to 
cc obey, 
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66 « obey, employ force.” We departed in three 
« carriages, the night was dark; they took a 
« winding road.. Where are they leading? 
c To Valenciennes, faid the adjutant, whoſe name 
« was Rainville.— Take care, ' ſaid Beurnon- 
& ville, © it you deceive me, I will ſhoot you on 
tc the ſpot. The adjutant, who knew Beurnonville 
« to be a man of his word, quitted the carriage 
* a few moments after, under pretence of ſatiſ- 
_« fying. a natural want. He followed, ys on 
dc horſeback. Beurnonville ſaid to the coach- 
“ man, © Where are we going? To Romilly,” 
ec replied the man, who was not in the ſecret. 
* That was the road to Tournay. Beurnon- 
te ville then ſaid, The eſcort is ſmall, I do 
«© not believe there are more than 25 men: my 
« ſabre cuts well; I will go and diſperſe them. 
ce No ſooner ſaid than done i he got out of the 
carriage, and darted on them like lightning. 
ct At the firſt blow he ſtruck down the officer: 
et the whole troop immediately came up: it 
* conſiſted of 200 men. Beurnonville was 
te attacked, many blows were aimed at him: 5 
he parried them with his ſabre: at length, he 
"4 received a great wound in his thigh, and 
cc « being forced to yield, he re-entered the car- 
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„ We arrived at Tournay ; the huſſars of 
c Berchini quitted us, and gave us into the 
e hands of the dragoons of Latour. The 
ce treachery was completed: we were announced 
& to Clairfayt, We cannot, faid he, refuſe the 
« good which is offered us. It was not thus 
cc that Camillus replied to the ſchool- maſter of 
4 Falerii, when he brought the children of the 
& citizens entruſted to his care, before him as 
« priſoners; but Camillus was a republican, 
ec and a commander of Roman rad 'and 
* 1 een T1285 en 
d An officer" ſaid to one of us, who was 
cc ſpeaking to him with his hat on, c Sir, equality 
« js not' admitted here: Know that I am of 
cc the Etat· major. 1 am glad to hear it, re- 


ue plied the other, fixing his hat til tighter oi 
. _e head, - 


| dc On their arrival at Mons, the commiſ- 
1 ſioners were informed, that they would be 
rt detained as hoſtages for the Queen, and if her 
te life was attempted, they ſhould anſwer for it 
« with their heads. Many of the Auſtrian 
« officers ſurrounded Beurnonville. Tell 


« Cobourg,” ſaid he, that a prince Eugene 


cc would 
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ce would have ſet me at liberty: he detains me 
= OE Be" is afraid of me. e 


2 181 f 
7 01 4 23 «4 £33 * LAT. 1414 * 


e «During the ſhort * which the eben 

« made at Bruſſels and Maeftricht, they per- 
te ceived on one hand, that the emigrants were 
< ſpoken of with a ſovereign contempt, and on 
« the other, that hot only a miſunderſtanding 
ee hut a marked hatred n We ow 
7 Auftrians and Proffians,” e 


r * '£ 4 . 41 # 
7 3 7 11.y £1 * 4 o 4 . # # 


Mee one of the repreſentatives detained 
in Auſtria, preſented the ſequel of the report 

begun by Camus. On the 13th of May 

* 1793. the prisoners quitted Maeſtricht, and 

« ere carried to Aix-la-Chapelle. They re- 

ee fuſed to receive the viſit of the Prince of 

« Heſſe : they were aſſailed by the hootings aff - + 
ce a'crowd of emigrants. The Auſtrian officers” . 

« who commanded their eſcort favoured, naß, 
M excited thoſe inſults. They paſſed the Roer 15 
ce in order to proceed to Juliers: but the 

« Eleftor of Bavaria refuſed them a paſſage. 

"IF" Cologne, they were ' viſited by colonel 

ce Huollins, who ſpoke of the French * ap- 

.cc. probation. $ " SO! 
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From Ponng they went te Coblenta, paſſed 
te the Rhine, and · were ſhut. up in the citadel of 
«© Herbernſtein: they were conducted to a pri- 


ſons where, the only furniture chey found was 


by 7 bangles of _ and a wooden dar. 


98 21 Dit i 29106 {} „ 


z « Jonas nd. bis alder de · cp. w 
« heapsd; together in a.room gf 12. getz on is 
«, walls, af ech chamber, the. progels of the 


ce ſevereſt puniſhments was. Jeligeated.; They 


« were prohibited from having the leaſt inter- 


fe: with any. perſon cha ſoe yer. They 


< mere xefyſed. permiſſion tg go. opt, o i take 
ce. 150 air. They inſiſted on, haying ſome, alle 

t viation+ gf their. hard TOM Conſplrations 
e were; held, | and; letters; written to. Vienna, at 


0 length orders, arriyed, allgying them to walk 


5s 1g, hepcd in the: week, ... This permiſſion 


e Adige the horrogs of. their captivity by 


« procuring, the, priſoners the, conſolation, of 
« ſqcing 3 on ck. de 


t * ö 
. citadel.“ oc 0593010 i ie on: 


"Vo 1 [ TX 4 2335 51 >f | 


| The " of FO repprt-6origining: no- 


thing very intereſting, , we; ſhall, proceed * the 
relation made by Drouet of his. 


N 


Drouet, who afterwards —_— — — but * us 


not 


3 
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nt antiefpate events: Bring 'narell'tommitfioner 
with Bar and I br ofoHeNhelarmy chf the North, 
vent ts" Maubevge. 2Fhis/ 6Wf/ could not 
take à Wong reſtftänetl; an AGE? pleſenited 
RING tot de Cöthirttockrs, rf iformed 
chem, that de deter fined to perföpcm a bril- 
5 Hant ex ex plot," to travel le he enemy J camp at con 

head of 25 brave with, And to 0 to Pais, ro 
give n gende c the Convent nof* the” 15 
ing waßts 2 a Plate, the caßtörä of which 
would det ths FiStitfers to the Adſtriths! 7 ” 


„bor Offs 411 »f1 bis 85 © 5 ehO NM 2 #2 


py ' Before the ently bad FER the eitcum- 


vallation of the, LES "Dtouet ſet but with a 
hundred brave te r on horſeback, on the 2d 
19 216 9 
of OK. 1793, A at t £1 even o'clock | at night. The 
1 41 TIME) © 


watch-word was, courage, + Trangois,. ga-ira, mau- 


dit foi gu recule'®, ol cc We advanced, 1 faid t the 
ſpeaker, « in good. "order, i in the midſt of the 
ze Gere battalionß * recommended to my 
ce troop, to march with. caution and in cloſe 
40 « ranks, for fear of beiog broken by the hol- 
cc lows :_ the neighing of our horſes gave the 
cc alarm to the camp o of infantry. We ſuſtained 
« their, fire; our horſes, animated by the muſ- 


os * quetry, doubled: their ſpecd, : and went on a full 


| { *" Cillrajie,” Frenehnlenzrqa-iray o bi the man who 


. 5 
42422 ce gallop. 


* 
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te gallop... What I had foreſeen, happened, we 
« ell into a ft... was one of the number, 
e, I roſe immediately, and ſeiaed the firſt horſe 
4 t which; came to my hands. The night was 
= ee obſqure,;adragoon exclaimed, © You are. taking 
* ce my horſes, will you leave me in the midſt of the 
='® 2 « premy i. I. took him up behind. me: five 
1722 e minutes elapſed. i in the interval, and 1 found | 
| | : ce , myſelf. at a. giſtance from y detachment; 1 
| « could not overtake i it. Behold, me then alone; 
ic what. could 1 da ? 1 determined to make 
« for Mons. © Yes,” ſaid the man who rode 
« behind me, I know ede the Sambre is 
7 fordable; we will paſs it. 1 conſented : we 
ec fell i in with A detachment, of huſſars : : 'F cried 
cc aut, c "Who : are they ? Be ' They are enemies,” 
« ſaid the dragoon, © we muſt ſurrender,” © Why 
« do you talk of ſurrendering?” We muſt paſs 
ec through the midſt of the e enemy, or periſh. e 
37 L exclain Here! dragons” The enemy, 
ce „ thinking that I was followed by my troop, 
o retired. 1 profited of the occaſion, and ſpurred | 
« my horſe on both ſides; he was an excellent 
« one, and, animated by the whiſtling of the 
balls, he took flight, and we were both preci- 
cc pitated into a hollow, The horſe was wound- 
« ed; he roſe, and fled into the country, leav- 


0 ng me ſtterched at my length without any 
cc ſenſe. 
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« ſenſe, © They came up with me. Who are 
« you?” © A French officer.” They carried | me 
te off, and procured me aſſiſtance. * What is your 
* rant Preſſed by this queſtion, I replied, 
0 0 Tam a repreſentative of the F rench people. 
&« © What is a repreſentative of the French people! ? 
lt replied, If the emperor was made priſoner, 
« as he repreſents the German nation, he would 
o_ be treated with reſpect. I am in the ſame 
« ſituation. They then paid me ſome reſpect; 
te but as ſoon as they knew that my name was 
e Drovet, and that it was I who ſtopped the 
ce laſt tyrant at Varennes, ill treatment ſucceed- 
« ed to reſpect. They ſtripped me naked, and 
ce joaded my hands and feet with chains. I 
« was carried in a cart, and in that ſtate was 
<« made a ſpectacle to the whole Auſtrian camp. 
tc That ceremony laſted two days. Hootings 
« and inſults attended me: I received them 
« with the calmneſs of a republican, and gloried 
in them. I had not eaten for eight- and- forty 
« hours; I aſked for a morſel of bread : they 
« replied, No, miſcreant; it is not worth 
ee while to give it you; your ſentence will ſoon 
« be paſſed.? Patience,” ſaid I to mylelf, the 
« generals and princes will undoubtedly be more 
ce humane.“ I was conducted to Colloredo: he 
Fc received me with all the ſeverity of a tyrant; 
4 A A * 511 £708 he 


* * 
* oy 
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= cc he reproached mg withthe perfidy ofthe French 
- 1 e nation; ; and faid, there was no reliange on 
ce their promiſes. , As a proof of it, he-cited| 
cc the inſtance of the garriſon of Mayence, who, 
ce contrary to the terms of the capitulation, had 
g | | cc been ſent 1 into. La Vendee. 1 We never 1ma- 
e gined, I replied, * that the emperor. had de- 
4 graded himſelf ſo far CY to. coaleſce with 
rebels, and make a common, cauſe with them. 
cc Weigh your words, ſaid he, and learn to 
ec reſpe& crowned heads ; ; kings form alliance, 
cc and never coalitions.” 


or GS 
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c 1 was then led to general Taber? : * was 
ce half naked, and had my hands and feet loaden 
ce with heavy chains; my hair was diſhevelled, 
cc. and my head ſwollen and ſtill bloody from 
* my fall. The ſight of me would have inſtilled 
* pity into the heart of the moſt cruel hang- 
« "wn; It inſpired Latour with fury and rage: p 

© he ſeized me 2 the throat, ſpat in AY, face, 
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* 1 you now ; you Hall 77 tbe uni 

© ment due to your crimes. And, turning to 
« his attendants, he ſaid, There is no puniſn- 
ment cruel enough for the expiation of all the 
« enormities. which this abandoned wretch has 
6 committed. 5 You would not 4 18 hold 
„5 « ſuch 
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& ſich language to ind,“ ſaid J, © if I were free, 


« and had arms in my Wands, Latour ordered 
10 me to be ehained mere EW „ e 

ib Fw emden b to Bruſſels: Us 6 me 

c into à damp dungeon : J was ſtretched on a 

« 1 trau. I was Kepr in ſolitode, and pre- 

e vented from ſhaving my beard and cutting 

te my nals: they withed to make à monſter of 

& me fit to frighten the people. I remained in 

« that condition until the moment when our 
* brave volunteers, having attacked the Auſtri- 

te ans at the volt of the bayonet, cleared the 


ce frontiers of their preſence. Then only did 


te the empefor give orders to ſoften the horrors 
ct © of my Eaptivity, | Eh 


« I was trahsfelred to the priſon of Spielberg, 
oe " was there treated with all the attention 

ue to my character. That fortreſs, built 
6. om the declivity of a rock, is raiſed 200 feet 
«© above the level of a river which runs in the 
te-valley, and which ferves as a foſſe to it. I 
« there paffeti the winter: but I was ſoon wea- 
&« ried of the cruel inaction in which J languiſh- 
er ed. My captivity became inſupportable ; I 
«© reſolved to terminate it; and to eſcape. I ſer 


6 myſelf to work, and, after two months labour 
AA 4 I forced 
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<« I forced my priſon. I had no tools: ' necef- 
<« ſity, the mother of induſtry, ſupplied me with 
ce them. I had curtains to my windows: the 
cc jron rods on which they run were ſupported 
ec by bars of iron. I took them off, and by 
cc their aid I burſt the cramp-irons of the 
* grated windows. With theſe iron bars I 
ce could have deſtroyed, in a ſhort time, the 
« whole fortreſs. ( Here was @ loud laugh.) J 
« ſoon demoliſhed the maſonry in which 
ce the bars which detained me priſoner were 
te faſtened. The fortreſs, as I have ſaid, was 
« ſituate on the declivity of the rock: there lay 
< the path, and I could not go by it, without 
« being ſtopped by the ſentinels, who were 
« placed at ſhort diſtances from each other. 
« On the other fide the rock was perpendicular, 
c and roſe 200 feet from the valley through 
et which the river ran. This paſſage alone was 
ce open for my flight : but a rope was neceſſary ; ; 
“J had none; I determined to caſt myſelf 
ec « headlong from top to bottom. Neceſlity 
«© ſuggeſted to me the idea of making myſelf 
b wings. The paper kite of children ſtruck 
« my imagination forcibly, I thought that, by 
« making a ſimilar one, and holding it ſtrongly 
« in my hands, the reſiſtance of the air would 
i break the impetuoſity of my fall; beſides, I 
| 5 | cc hoped 
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* hoped that the novelty of the ſpectacle would 
ce jntimidate my guards. When arrived on the 
t banks of the river, I propoſed to throw my- 
« ſelf into a boat which was conſtantly there, 
« and ſuffer myſelf to be carried along in the 
ct ſtream of the Danube, and ſo reach Conſtan- 
ee tinople. I had neither thread, ſeiſſars, nor 
ce needle: induſtry provided me with them all. 
<« I untwiſted the threads of my caps, a carp's 
«© bone ſupplied me with a needle, and I made 
<< a knife out of the pointed end of my ſnuffers, 
ce which I ſharpened on a brick.” (Here he 
obſerved that he took care to put every thing 
in its place, and to faſten the ſtones he had re- 
moved with clay, that nothing might be per- 
ceived.) „ The 8th. of July was the day 
ce deſtined for my departure. I ſeveral times 
« eſſayed my parachute in my chamber: by its 
ce aid I eaſily deſcended eight feet. I believed 
« jt would ſecure me; but, unfortunately for 
« me, I reſolved to take a bundle containing 
ec ſome clothes and proviſions. It weighed 
ce between 25 and 3o pounds : I did not dare 
cc to throw it down, for fear that the noiſe it 
ce would make in falling ſhould diſcover my 
project. I determined to carry it with me. 
te J got out of my window upon the terrace, 
ic and prepared myſelf to leap from thence into 
cc the 


| 
| 


362 SECRET, HISTORY or THE 


the valley. Twice nature ſhuddered within 
ce me; at length! J precipitated myſelf: I per- 
c ceived! thati my fall was accelerated: 1 gave 
% myſelf over for loſt. I feil upon a wall: my 
« foot was tertibly bruiſed: I falt nd pam; but 


« when) I attempted to throw myſelf down 6nce 


K. more, my foot refuſed td Ren © _ me. 
« I fell, = 1 yi 1 3 ; 


be The ſentinel, as 1 had foreſeen, was ; fo 
ce alarmed by my fall, that he took refuge in 


ce the guard-room; and, in ſpite of my griev- 
cc qus cries, no one came near me till ſun-riſe, 


« They carried me back to my chamber, where 
tc they left me eight hours without aſſiſtance, 
« hoping that I ſhould die in conſequence of 
« my fall; but as I did not die, they at length 


c ſent me a ſurgeon. I was three months ill, 
« walking with crutches; At laſt I received 
cc intelligence of my wife and children. I owed 
ce the mitigation of my lot to the ſucceſs of the 


ce republican armies. I learned that they had 


ce triumphed, in ſpite of the n —— 
C My. n was reſtored to mie. 


The pride of the crowned deſpork was at 
length forced to begin to acknowledge the French 


republic. Not only the exchange of the de- 


puties 
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puties adi priſoners by Durhouriez's treachery; 
far, the daughter of Louis XVI.“ that unfors 
tungte remnant of the blood of ſo. many kings, 
but alſo the ambaſſadors ſent to France by the 
ſovereigns of Pruſſia, Spain, and Tuſcany; prove 
that the republic and ber repreſentati ves have 
alteady cauſed their power to be reſpected 1. 
their digoity ee TY 

Try he: legiſlative body emphped iefelf at length 
anche great and delicate queſtion of the liberty 
of the preſs; a queſtion, from which three na- 
tional aſſemblies had already ſhrunk. with fear. 
Several orators, and, among others, Louvet, 
and Jean de Brie, aſſerted the neceſſity of re- 
ſtraining the licentiouſneſs of incendiary Itbels, 


by means of which the anarchiſts: of Prairial 
would be emboldened to demand again the head 


of another Ferraud, and the royaliſts of Vende. 


miaire would prepare another ſcene of murder 


| and carnage. Paſtoret and Lemerer defended 
the principle with great ſtrength of logic, Doul- 
cet attacked ene, errors e heat, 


K a 
922 


It is to be 8 that Robe ſpierre ined maryy 


the daughter of Louis XVI. He went twice to the Temple 

to ſee her. This project of the tyrant's ſaved the Princeſs's 
life: for it is probable that the Dauphin took ſlow poiſon, 
though a r ſeems to prove the contrary. 


4 analyſed 


_ 7 
10 | 
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' analyſed the diſcordant opinions, and proved that 
they were not. far from agreement. It was per- 
ceived that ſome additions to the penal code were 
the only remedies for the evils which were com- 
plained of. It was ſtill neceſſary to draw up the 
law with ſuch preciſion, that writers might not be 
expoſed to the arbitrary will of tyranny. Baudin 
des Ardennes, a member of the council of an- 
cients, is the perſon who appears to have written 
beſt on the queſtion. When I ſee,” ſays he, 


ce 
; ec 
cc 
(c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 


cc 


cc. 


cc 


4e 


the ſhades of thoſe illuſtrious victims, of thoſe 
22 deputies who were the firſt victims of the 
tyranny, and who, it is ſaid, were ſo from the 
effects of the liberty of the preſs, invoked with 


fo much eloquence and ſenſibility, I wonder at 


the manner. in which imagination leads on 
thoſe who enjoy a juſtly merited reputation for 
talents and patriotiſm. In the time of the na- 
tional convention, not more than a year ſince, 
when they began to have a taſte for prohibi- 
tions, it was likewiſe ſaid, that the right of 


te carrying a ſword was not a right of aſſaſſinat- 
ing. If the thunderbolt, ſays Paſeal, 


« were to fall in the lower places, poets and 
thoſe who reaſon like them would fail in their 
proofs. In fact, a metaphor is never a de- 
monſtration, although it very often dazzles 
thoſe to whom it is offered as ſuch; and this 

| cc one 
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« one fails in propriety. But admitting that the 
 preſs.is a weapon, and that it always is fo, I aſk, 
e whether the uſe of arms ſhould be prohibited, 
ec . unleſs the. prohibition be general and extend- 
« ed to all? I aſk, above all, why it is wiſhed» 
ec that there ſhould be a breaſt · plate for a few 3 
« for this is the delicate point, and which it is 
te neceſſary to explain without eraſion? ? Ae 3 
1 00 When they ſpeak of a prohibirary, _ wick 
et regard to the preſs, the copſtituted authorities 
et will apparently reſerve to themſelves the right 
(. of writing and publiſhing what they think 
« proper, as well in their own perſons, as by the 
agents whoſe pens they will employ ; ; fo that 
ce the magiſtrate will have on his fide the force of 
* law and of opinion againſt the citizen, reduced 
« to the incapacity of appealing to the public. as 
ce a judge between him and the perſon who may 
ec be inveſted with authority. Where will the 
ee doctrine which they pretend is to ſtrengthen 
© government lead us? To oppreſſion. 


5 e T here will no longer exiſt : a republic o or a 
te democracy, if all reſort to the people be taken 
ce away; and the reſort is only to be found in an 
cc ; ppeal to public opinion by means of the preſs. 

« The 
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e Therepublican'conſtitution of 1795 has not 
t been the object of thoſe eniphatic demonfira- 
e 1ions-laviſhed-withbut eonſideration on that of 
ye it has not been brought” into the tegi- 
4 ſlative' dody by the keeper of tlie archives, 
«2with a guard of hondut and a proteffioh” of 
4" twehty<forr dd men; it it has not been led in 
Co ttiveph, ker that of 1793, to an ark, which | 
« has been ound ta be nothing but its EA's urn. 
« Leſs pomp and more eſteem is the fartunate 
e lot of that of 179 5. Yet, with whatever care 
et the powers may be at once divided and regu- 
*. tated; it may, happen, if they do not adhere to 
« this common reſource, to the precious Uberty 
of the preſs, that we may have run « over the 
& links of the whole chain ol powers, without 
66) being juſtice. | "Wi 
„ If I ah oppreſſed by the municipal aden/ni- 
& ſtration, I U muſt have recourſe to that of the de- 
* partment; ; Ir may be weak, prejudiced, or, ne- 
« gligent. 1 then addreſs myſelf t to the miniſter 
ct of the interior ; ; but he will be forced to con- 
* ſult theſe very adminiſtrations who may. al 
« ceive him. I then g to "the directory; but 
. How is it poſſible to require of them e 
a into the detail of all private affalts | I Pre- 
„ent a- petition to che legitlative Body; it will, 


AF 1 27 
cc with 
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1 _ reaſon, remand it to the govethment 
« which I have vainly invoked}: Where chen is 
«ch ſecurity; for my liberty i; uni the inconteſt- 

— ible; imprefcriptible, ;Mlmitable right, uhicht 

eh i the ſocial compact inſures me of imereſting all 

«, my fellow-citizens in my chuſe; o making 

bo them my judges,” by the ſouhd of my com- 

5 <.-plaints,;whichk ſhall print: hat; certainly, 

16 is the fafeguatd of a citizen whfefr ig dreaded, 

« got only by tyraniy, but by prefumptlon and 

eee Thee liberty" of tlie preſs ſhocks 
«chem becauſe it brings in its train; what i is to 

c them moſt formidable; and at the fame time 

* moſt © neteffary,” "contradiQtitn” and cenſure. 

«Tt would be ſo Lirebabie 1 to „ thi the hundred 

2 mouths of F. ame, which may every hour 

te chooſe to publiſh that we are deceiving our- 

« ſelves. What--we? Ves, you yourſelves ; ; 

ce and it is becauſe you are ſo little diſpoſed to 

« believe it, that it becomes neceffary to warn 


„ you of it, This may be too true; bet "ups 


« poſe they ſhould chooſe to ridicule us? Ci- 
cc tizens; Lean coneeive the whole extent of ſuch 
« a danger; I am as much affected with your 


« alarm as I can be, doeit ke is the "pine to be paid 
e for che wes lber 


4 It 
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e It has been faid a thouſand times, * it 
« was not by their writings that Marat and He- 
ee bert would have become formidable, if any 
* others beſides themſelves, and men like them, 
=. could have written freely. Their execrable in- 
«fluence. was derived from the revolutionary 
ce tribunalʒ and. mate eſpecially, from the too 
8 W liberty of the. preſs for afignats, 
* hich: they formed the; revolutionary 
« e army... cauſed. the conſtitution of 1793 to be 
85 ne, ſubſidized thouſands of agitators, 
publiſhed ſo many terrible journals, paid the 

« « hootings of the inhabitants of the tribunes in 
60 the convention, and, in ſhort, brought on that 
* *« deluge c of evils which nearly overwhelmed us. 


yy x7 
* 


+ 60 Behold the 5 aflernbly 0 ſc, 
cc fo faithful to ts princi iples, and ſo ſuperior to the 
« attacks made on it in the As of the Apoſtles, 
te that it ſuffered it to be fold publicly in its ave- 
« nues. Follow, on the contrary, the tyrants 
c j in their reſentments, and you will find them 
ce implacable towards writers; ſee under Robe- 
< ſpierre, Andre Chenier ſacrificed for articles he 
ce inſerted in the Journal de Paris againſt Briſſot, 
ce who fell a victim for his Patriote Frangois. 
6c Condorcet, Ducos, Rabot, ye were offered up 

cc as 
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< 2 a ſacrifice, hot becauſe” filthy reptiles, wal- 
_ <.Jowidg in the mire of immorality, had pub- 
e Jiſhed diſguſting papers, but beeavſe ye had all 
ec labhoured in that Chronicle, abhorfed by the 
c monſter, becauſe it had not ſpared him. And 
« you Lareveillere-Lepaux; © whom 1 eſteem 
« enough to name even while you govern, 
ce were you not reduced to the neceflity of flying 
« from the purſuit which thttatenel your life ſo 
ce long, for your article of Cromwelliſm inſerted 

« in the ſame i | 


„ Will tyranny, always clouded, ſupicibus, 
ce and diſtruſtful, not being able to conceal from 
ce herſelf that ſhe is the object of general execra- 
cc tion, leave a free courſe to the public voice 
ce from which ſhe can expect nothing but re- 
«« proaches? He who has nothing to fear from 
« report will not undertake to ſtop its career. 


% What! they exclaim, ſhall the journals of 
te Chouannerie and arlarchy ſtill continue to at- 
« tack the legiſlature and the government with 
cc jmpunity ? In truth, citizens, it appears to me 
that you have very little reliance on the ſtabi- 
te lity of the republic and the conſtitution, if 
ce you tremble for its fate on the perifal of a 


cer pamphlet. Europe combined againſt us flies 


Vol. II. B B cc be. 


U 


| 
| | 
| 

| 

| 


before our warriors: and ſhall a journal, ſhall 
twenty journals give you alarm? I feel regret 
that you force me to recall to your recollection 
what the. ancient government ſuffered: Fi igaro 
to ſay on the ſtage :. That it is only little men 


* who fear little W a 
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cc Citizens, whoever you may be, r renounce the 


: hope. of. ſtifling truth. Suffer it to have free 


vent. It will have i it in ſpite of you, in ſpite 
of your efforts, your power, and your ſophiſims. 
You who dread that the journaliſts ſhould per- - 


vert the public opinion, remember they are in 


foundations for it at leaſt; let every day pro- 


duce to the country ſome new pledge of your 


wiſdom, of your talents, and your virtues. 
The liberty of the preſs will be abuſed occa- 


ſionally, as health, fortune, knowledge, and 


power, are abuſed; yet their abuſe does not 


render their utility doubtful. The abuſe of 
the prefs ſhould be, -I allow, ſeverely re- 
ſtrained. The diſtribution | of I' Eclaireur 
would have been properly ſtopped ; to circu- 


late a writing, which, bearing the name neither 
of author or printer, offered no ſecurity for its 


contents, was an offence worthy of puniſn- 


ment. I harp: the coward who thus — in 


5 i he che 
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«the dark, and 1 fhould applaud his chaſtiſe- 


et ment; As to thoſe who ſign their names, or 
ce who at leaſt give an addreſs by pointing out the 
« printer, what are the public accuſers doing, 
cc and why do they not proſecute them? I 


e ſhould not be the perſon to aſk impunity ſor 


ce crimes which fill me with horror. In every 
e thing where opinion only is concerned, on 
<< the contrary, I maintain that the freedom of 
ce, writing is the only ſafeguard of the public li- 


24 41 


et berty,” Thanks to the council of five hun- 


dred. our independence is now aſſured, as they 
have aſſerted, in all its purity, the en which 


is its re rer. 


The committee appointed fon the clafffication 
of the laws, had entruſted to them the office of 
adding or rather of propoſing an addition to the 
penal code, relative to the offences which might 
originate under cover of the liberty of the preſs. 
Thoſe reſtrictive meaſures, which reconcile what 
is due to the freedom of writing, and what to the 
country, were decreed in the ſitting of the 27th 
Germinal following (April 16). The puniſh- 
ment of death was decreed againſt thoſe, who by 
their ſpeeches or writings, whether printed or 
poſted up, ſhould urge the diſſolution of the na- 


tional repreſentation c or, of. the directors, the mur- 
der 


k. 
& 


— 
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der of all or any one of the members, the re· eſta- 
bliſhment of _— of eee, e of Ng 
the 7 5 PnY bc. 3 © 


\ The foltivals of 1 nation which 155 5 len | 
the birth of liberty, deſerve to fix the attention 
of a ſagacious obſerver. The feſtival of youth 
was celebrated on the roth Germinal (March 
30). This happy idea was borrowed from the 
ancient republics. The Athenians, in Hlce man- 
ner, celebrated their feaſts of youth in the ſpring 
ſeaſon. That 'ingenivus people followed the 
rules of à profound poliey in the inſtitution of 
| theſe truly national ſolemnities. A feſtivdl was 
deſtined to conſecrate the memory of the victory 
at Marathon. Games were eelebrated inthe Ce- 
ramicus in honour of thoſe citizens who died with 
arms in their hands, Another feſtival was inſti- 
tuted in memory of the union of the various 
towns of the Attic people. They had the feaſts 
of the muſes in honour of the fine arts; of Wo- 
men, in honour of the matrons; of the Hours, to 
conſecrate the employment of time; of the ſeed- 
time and harveſt, in honour of agriculture. We 
have already ſpoke of their Olympic games, and 
of many others which are well known. It is re- 
membered what an energeric and affecting pic- 


ture Rouſſeau, that god of eloquence, has drawn 
in 
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in his works of the republlean ſeſtivals of Gerievay 
af which he had been ſpeckutor in his infancy; 
anch the remembrance of which followed him even 
i chef turbulencer df Paris, and at the motent of 
his greateſt celebrity. We have acted right in 
adepting theſe ancient itiſtitutions 3 liberty arid 
manners cannot bot gain hy them. Im the menen 
Floreal' the feaſt of marriage was celebrazedy; 
The character of theſe feſlivals is auguſt and af- 
fecting; but: the time did not appear to be pro- 
pitious: Phe public ſpiritus too degraded at this 
moment; too pet verted by fanaticiſan and malt vo- 
lence, which take advantage of the misfortunes 
of the times to chouanize and royalize France. 


Wes belleve thut i would: haves been more po- 


lite} and chat the great effects which theſe” re 
Pübircat feaſts were expected to produce, would 
have deem better ſecured, if they had hot bern 
inſtitoted till the eſtabliſnment of peace; and at a 
tinte when the miſery" of the people being no 
longer the ſame, "hey would have been diſpoſed 
to > participate i in them with enthuſiaſm, 


1 v | . 


It has been ſeen in the preceding book, that 
the convention had ſtruck a great blow at the 
ſelf· called popular ſocieties. The legiſlative 
body has alſo taken this object into conſidera- 
ron; it has been difcovered, that theſe ſocieties 

BB 3 | were 


- 
- — — — — — 


os 


ſchools. Itiis to be hop 
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were like men of too ardent ie extallent.for 
effecting and commencing. a revolution, bux very 
miſchievous, when the only queſtion is to conſo- 
lidate and ſecure it on the eternal baſis of juſtice 
and ſocial order. We ſhall have nothing more 


to fear from theſe, excluſive. patriots, from theſe 
 patriotiffimes; who, hy wiſhing to puſh. every 


thing to the extreme, hazard the ruin of every 
thing; and who proladged the exiſtence of the 
revolutionary torrent, and af the deſtructive 
ſcourge! of the tyranny of the demagogues, the 
molt. cruel; the moſt ER and the moſt 
men ae 3 $363 ie 5306! 


* 


* 
| x | 
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1 The er has put.in motion the national 


inſtitute, and is beginning to organiſe the central 
Itiis d that this inſtitute will 
not imitate the ancient academy, which Was dot 
wiſe enough to appropriate to: ĩtſelf either. Ml: 
lebranche or Deſcartes, on. Paſcal, or. the, two 
Rouſſeaus, or.the author, of _ Metromanie 4, which. 


refuſed the Prize of poetry tc 9, Voltaire, and be- 


ſtowed i it on the work of an Shoe below medi- 


ocrity. When we ſurvey. the members who al- 


ready compoſe this inſtitute, we obſerye., with re- 
gret that, though i It includes many men of emi- 
nence, they are very far from ſupplying t the place. 


of Buffon, F ontenelle, Monteſquieu, Corneille, 


and 
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and Racine, thoſe giants of the great age of lice- 
ratufe: thoſe immortab men wh ſat in the ſame 
place. There are great talents among them; 
but one is aſtoniſhed at ſveing a Chenier by the 
fide of a Lebrun, i. e. mediocrity by the fide of 4 
geiiüs. Legoüve, the author of: "Bpicharis and ih 
Nero, deſerved that plast much more than Che- „ 
nier. Lacroix} che abthor of the Hifory of the: 
Contution of all Nations, ſhould have been pre- 
ferred t to other writers, his inferiors. The world: 
his been ſtill more aſtoniſtecdꝭ to hear read at the 
firſt public ſicting ef that (inſtitute; ſome verſes: 
unworthy Colin Harleville, their author q nothing 
can be imagined leſs poetical; it may be eſti-- 
mated by the ſingle epithet of a worthy inſtitute, 
The remainder of = 45 is vritten in the ſame 


feeble f.) IE. & 4 L MORE 2 2 4 ach! bf: 
Ly [2 3 - 
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t nd dhe bing 6 of the national i in“ 
Alte was much ſuperior | to the fiſt.” Two' 


well written fables « of Montvel's 85 and | forne beau- 55 
ciful verſes | of Diucis and Legouve, were read. 
As | to the arts and ſciences, papers have been 
read, which. afford the greateſt expectations of 


the P rogreſs of the” arts in their application” te to 
A of utility. N 
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Ie aſtronomers. ate: ſedulouſy employed 

in Wan the arc of the meridian which 
will fix the fundamental 4 * ah 90 Tem 


** 
14 43 


7 
10 * 


The en 5 the: alt Cer at very 
powerfully to their. Sen We ought. to 
tranſmit, as far as is in our power, tothe rernoteſt 
poſterity, all ths; reports; made hy Gregoire to 
the convention, and the care Which he took to 
preſerve. a. great collection of. books, and af. 
monuments of; the. arts from the rayages of 
Vandaliſm, to obtain encourdgement, for men of 
Serbe — 4 in 1 10 e _— _ we: 


White the ſegitarive 255 23 irſelf 3 in 8 
the office of reviving the arts, and of ſupporting 5 
them agajpſt the attacks. which had been made 
on them by thoſe. who wiſhed | to vandalize, 
| France, general Haoche, hy 5 conqueror a t Quibe- A 
ron, had the honour of, terminating the the. EXECTA-. 
ble war of La) Vendée, which, till that t time, had 
appeared likely to be erernal and which formed 
the principal hope of thoſe _ wiſhed to vanda-, 
lize the whole empire. He marched into thoſe 
unhappy countries, holding in one hand the olive 
of peace; in the other, the ſword of Bellona. 

« The 


— 
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The capture of the two principal leaders of: the 
rebels, Stofflet and Charette,. put an end to 
this, bloody cgnteſt, between, the, govgrnment 
and the fanatics and royaliſts, on the other fide 
the Loire. Theſe are two remarkable events, 
and probably « deciſive againſt, the authors, of, the 
troubles of the interior. Like Pompey, who 
freed the ſeas of Italy from the Pirates, who, in- 
| if be is order- 
ed. Is the eee complete the extirpation 
of roy aliſt and demagogue aſſaſſins, the impious 
bands of Jeſus and of the Sun, and the other 
bapditti known by, the, name, of Chougns. 
Stoffler, and Charette were the only chiefs. wha 
had eſcaped the republican, ſword, of all who 
had: begun or, ſupported the horrible war, in 
La Vendée. Stofflet was, a man in whom the 
Vendeans had the greateſt confidence; it was 
he who, together with the Sacriſtan Catherineau, 
had. given the ſignal of this war; he was five feet 
four inches in height; and formerly huntſman 
to the Count of Maulevrier, who commanded 
one of the columns in Yendemiaire; he led the 
peaſants to battle as he had his dogs to the 
ehace of the wild boar. He did not love, he 
deſpiſed the nobility... The peaſants reſpected 
why * or rather feared him, more on ac- 

count 
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count of this brutality, than Beauchamp, Delbee, 
 Leſcure,* and other chiefs, who were however 
much kis ſoperivrs. Charette was 30 years of 

| age, he was 'of "a middling ſtature and delicate; 1 
he had i fierce air, and a firm eye: he 'was the 
moſt ambitious of men, and to his ambition the 
vendeans attribute their firſt difaſters! It was 
in conſequente of the ſuggeſtion of his am- 
bition, thar he febarated his diviſion from the 
great catholic army, cortimanded by Delbẽe 
and Beauchamp, of whoſe talents he was jealous, 
and whoſe ſaperiority he dreaded: *” This dibiſion 
of force, and tlie want of concert Which was 
the conſequence,” produced the bloody, but 
glorious day to the republicans of Saint Sympho- 
rien; the capture of Chatillon on the rith of 
Oct. 1793; and the deciſive victory at Cholet, 
on the 17th. It alſo forced the immenſe wreck 
of this army to paſs over to the right bank of 
the Loire; in this. great army there was a body 
of 10,00 Bretons of the right bank, com- 
manded by Beauchamp, the moſt able com- 
mander whom that war devoured.” This man, 
whoſe great talents were ſo fatal to his country, 
had adopted the vaſt idea, + which had been con- 
ceived ſeveral months previouſly. by-the Sacriſ- 


tan Catherineau, of exciting that part of Brittany 
35 ch 


- 
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which tis on the right bank to revolt; and ſor 
that purpoſe: he paſſed the Loire wuh: his 10,000 
Bretons, who were always victorious when [he 


commanded them, and were always vanquiſhed 


when. he was not at their head. The great 
army was to remain on the left bank : this plan 
was put in exxcution i by the. 10, ooo. Bretons 
who, forced the paſſage 3 but: the great army 
having been deſeated at Cholet, and. being preſſed 


ee by: the iar garriſon of 


was a ang Beauchamp mortally. moonded,) 
finding, a. paſſage made by the ati 
Channe's * Jag ba Fe 2 2 
war; he Vas. feracious and:to threaten to ſend 
a priſoner to Charette, was to threaten him with 
death; he ordered friends and enemies on the: 
lighteſt. ſuſpicion to be aſſaſſinated, nay; he: 
would aſſaſſinate them himfelff in cold blood 
his courage \ was ihvincible; he. ſuſtained a 
winter campaign againſt: 30000 men „ with only 
4 0 6 oO a venturers; - ht marched- this feeble: 
handful! through the ruigs of the great army 


which had not paſſed the. Loire; or which 


might re-enter La Vendẽe after the diſcomfitute 
of. Savenay. He ſueceeded, by; his; motions: 


ib b caleding together a body of between 15 
210 1 


& 
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and 20, oo men. Stafflet was taken a ſhort 
time before Chavette; he had been diſcovered 


and apprehended in the aſylum to which he had 


letired to talee ſome repoſe.” Charette was 
chaſed like a Rag; and after having been purſued 
for fix hours, he was taken prifoner by the brave 
and indefatigable Travot. Theſe two rebel 
chiefs were ſhot at Nantes, aſten havi ng been tried 
by martial law; ''"Chatette muſt have experienced 
bitter reflections on this ſecond i entry into 


Nantes; chis entry was very different from that 


in which he had made the kreaty of pacification ; 
he was then mounted on à noble charger, fol- 
lowed” by kRis erat-iriajor, by the republican 
general Concliux; and by the repreſentatives 
ſent: on miſſions into the departments of: the 


weſt; he had the aic:of:a/ triumphant oonqueror; 
and it was not indeed a ſmall triumph: for him 


to be treated as the equal of the deputies of a 
great nation. The laſt time he was dlothed in 
a-ſhort jacket, with: dirty andi bloody ꝓantaloons, 


his arm was in a ſſing, and his hęad bound 


round with a handkerchief; his-beard:was long. 
his face pale, and his air dejected; he was: 
led through the ſtreets ſurrounded by republican: 
bayonets, and preceded by martial muſic. This 
march, which the generoſity that ought to be ob- 
ſerved towards a 3 enemy, would not 

permit 
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permit us to approve under other circumſtances, 


was without doubt intended to drive from its 
laſt entrenchment, the real or pretended incte- 


dulity of thoſe who'obſtinately denied that this 


N had deen taken. . | LI; LE 


1 1 © n 7 
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It was believed Abe FO termination of the 
war of La Vendẽe had deſtroyed all the ſeeds 
of civil war; but Chonannerie, which is nothing 
but the royaliſm of La Vendtee under another 
name, and the perpetual re- action of the iraſcible 
and inflammable people of the ſouth, expoſed 
the country to- new dangers. . Ruſſia, that co- 


pſſal power which had juſt devoured Poland, 
may attack us in concert with England and 


Auſtria, in conſequence of a ſectet treaty con- 
eluded berween thoſe three powers but if we 
can-appeaſe the troubles of the interior, we have 
little to dread from the Ruſſian troops. They 
would: meet their ruin in France, as the Pruſſians 
met their's in the plains of Champagne. There 
is a much greater peril which threatens the 
republic; I mean the incredible dearneſs of all 
the objects of the firſt neceſſity; the ſublime 
patience of the French, with regard to this ſcar- 
city, has diſplayed a virtue in them, which they 
were not ſuſpected of poſſeſſing. What people 
can be more gentle, more amiable, or more 
ſanguine, 
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ſanguine, when they are not excited and deceived 
by wicked men? The -labourer,, emboldened 
and favoured too much by the revolution, (for a 
cultivator ſhould not poſſeſs more than a re- 
ſpectable mediocrity,) became the duke and peer 
of the revolution; he has demonſtrated, but in 
all their hideous nakedneſs, and under the moſt 
ferocious aſpect, all the egotiſm, all the harſhneſs, 
and all the cupidity of wealth. The peaſant 
has appeared more inſolent, more ſavage; more 
antiſocial, more truly counter: revolutionary, 
than ariſtocracy itſelf could have dared to hope. 
They wiſhed to enjoy the advantages of the re- 
volution, and to let the whole weight fall on the 
towns: the government will never obtain in- 
ternal peace, nor procure plenty, till they have 
forced the labpurers to obey the law. Rouſſeau 
has ſaid; man is Zorn good, but men are wicked. 
The conduct of the labourers and the farmers on 
the contrary leads us to believe, that man is born 
wicked, while he has an intereſt to be ſo, but 
that men become better when they-are-united in 
ſociety ; we find more ſenſibility, and more hu- 
manity in the civilization of towns, than in the 
fields, where man liyes in an iſolated ſtate; and 
where he approaches nearer tg the ſtate of na- 
ene 120 77 gc gef 0 0 f. en 212 
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The prodigious diſcredit of aſſignats was the 
cauſe of the dearneſs of proviſions. © We may 
attribute this'diſcredir to various cauſes: the firſt 
was, the error committed by the convention in 
declaring, that the aſſignats with the royal head 
ſhould no longer be taken as money, ſince this 
excited apprehenſions, that they would ſoon do 
the ſame with the others; the ſecond was, the 
having permitted the trade in gold and ſilver; 
and the third, the having too much ſtretched the 
revolutionary bow, and having ordered the Ex- 
change, that hot- bed of ſtock-jobbing, to be 
opened. The depreciation was ſtill more aug- 
mented by the great number of aſſignats which 
were iſſued. The annihilation of our finances 
was the greateſt danger, to which the public 
welfare could be expoſed. It forced the legiſla- 
tive body to burden thoſe claſſes of ſociety, 
which were moſt at their eaſe, with a forced loan 
of 600 millions * | in ſpecie, or 60,000 millions 
in aſſignats: but 1 it ſuppreſſed at the ſame time 
the war tax, ſo badly contrived by the conven- 
tion. They have ſince iſſued two thouſand four 
hundred millions of territorial mandats ; all the 
aſſignats were to be changed for mandats, at the 
rate of thirty for one, except the aſſignats of 50 
ſous and vader, which were valued at one- tenth 
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of 
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of their nominal value. Time alone will dif- 
cover how far this meaſure will ſucceed : the 
bank propoſed by Lafond Ladebar has always 


appeared to me the plan of” 88 which 
ought to have been W 


7 


5 1.3 N reverſes on the ſide of 
the Rhine, and we have loſt 60 leagues of terri- 
tory; but reverſes only enflame ſtill more the 
courage of republicans; our armies of the 
Sambre and Meuſe, and of the Moſelle and 
Rhine, recommence their triumphant march. 
We have 300,000 men, who are about to ſpread 
themſelves. like a torrent over the enemy's 
country. The army of Italy has already ſound- 
ed a prelude, by the moſt brilliant ſucceſſes ; we 
ſhall give an account of them in the following 
book. The Machiaveliſm of kings“, the cor- 
rupting gold of England, the diſorganizing 

genius of Pitt, and the anarchical faction, which 
for a long time roſe up by the ſide of the re- 
publicans, continually ſet afloat the dregs of the 
revolution; but we have now-a wiſe and firm 
8 e wWill 3 bend all 


e a 


. Machiavel has . the * * and the 1 means of 
oppreſſion employed by tyrants ; he was an excellent citizen, 
and a good father; if he had intitled his book, he Prince, 


no one would have doubted the purity of his intentions. | 
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the paſſions under the yoke of the law, will not 
connect itſelf with any party, and will equally 
reſtrain the terroriſts and the reactioniſts, the 


old and new cut-throats. The royaliſts in con- 


ſequence cenſure the executive directory, and 
the anarchiſts and ancient terroriſts accuſe it of 
royaliſm. They ſay that it is an ariſtocracy, a 
diſguiſed royalty, an organized deſpotiſm. The 
reſult is, that our conſtitution has arrived at the 
zuſt medium between the vices of democracy 
and the horrors of arbitrary power, ſince it is 
equally blamed by both parties. The govern- 


ment which is beſt adapted to a people fo 


fickle as the French, is that in which there is a 
centre of units wiſely counterbalanced. Such is 
the one eſtabliſhed by our conſtitution, the work 
of good ſenſe and probity. A third power to 
form the true legiſlative balance is only wanting. 
The public ſpirit (this is one of the happy 
conſequences of our revolution) ſeems to be 
at an equal diftance from ſubmiſſion to the 


yoke of a ſingle man, and from the revolutionary 


fever: all the factions ſeem worn out with fatigue, 
except perhaps a few royaliſts, and the demagogue 
aſſaſſins of the South. There are no more revolu- 
tionary conqueſts to be expected; there will not be 
for a long time another 10th of Auguſt, 3ift of 
May, or gth Thermidor, unleſs there ſhould be 
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hereafcer found in the directory another Piſiſ- 
tratus and another Robeſpierre, and in the le- 


| giſlative body another Marat. Thus every 


thing predicts the termination of our calamities, 
and the perfect eſtabliſhment of the revolution. 
We ſhall ſee in the ſubſequent book how far 


theſe hopes have been realized. 


Me have already hazarded our opinion on the 
incorporation of the countries of Liege and Bra- 
bant with France; we look on that union as a 
perpetual germ of wars and national rivalry, 
Thoſe people, if we except the people of Liege, 
do not appear ripe for liberty: in that agitation 
or efferveſcence which has been ſo improperly 
called the revolution of Brabant, the true cauſe 
of the inſurrection was the reſentment of the 
prieſts, in conſequence of the adminiſtrative 
reforms of Joſeph the Second, and their enforce- 
ment, which was indeed truly deſpotic. The 
really patriotic party, that of Vonk and Vander 
Merſch, ſhone out but for an inſtant, to be im- 
mediately oppreſſed by the party of Vander Noot 
and Van Eupen, and to ſee clerical intrigue 
deſtroy the weak edifice of liberty which they 
had cemented with their blood, and ſuperſtitious 
credulity again impoſe on an indolent and fana- 
tical people a N which courage had broken. 
The 


* 
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The movement of the people of Liege has a 
better title to the name of a revolution, but its 
power was not equal to its energy; and Pruſſian 
treachery, combined with the craft of ſacerdotal 
vengeance, rendered the efforts of that people 
for liberty nugatory. The: uſeleſs inſurrection 
of Koſciuſko in Poland, which has juſt been 
blotted out from the number of the powers of 
Europe, is a proof that ſomething more than 
courage and knowledge is requiſite for the con- 
queſt of the ſacred rights of humanity. The 
Dutch are not leſs indolent than the Brabanters; 
and if they are a little leſs ſuſceptible of fanati- 
ciſm, commercial avarice, and ſtill more the 
want of military force, will not admit the hope 
of maintaining there a republican government. 
The Batavian convention, in our opinion, has 
no hopes but in their alliance with the French 
republic. That may entangle us in a war with 
the King of Pruſſia, who will wiſh to re-eſtabliſh 
the Scadrholder in his functions and — 5 


* 


An event, worthy of having a place in the 
hiſtory of our revolution, has juſt happened to 
the regret of all the friends of the public wel- 
fare; I mean the retirement of general Pichegru. 
This celebrated man was, like Jourdan, born in- 


the claſs of plebeians. Both have placed their- 
| CC 2 names, 
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names, before obſcure, almoſt in the ſame rank 
with the great names of Turenne and Conde. 
Great talents, great courage, and an entire devo- 
tion to their country's cauſe, have diſtinguiſhed 
both thoſe generals. The fortunate chances and 
lucky circumſtances of war have not failed 
them, nor have they failed to take advantage of 
thoſe circumſtances. Theſe two men, who have 
equally fixed the attention of Europe, ſeem at 
preſent to ſhare unequally the affection of the 
nation and the confidence of government. The 
motives of the retirement of one of theſe rivals 
in glory are inquired for, while the other till 
purſues his brilliant career. Both have received 


the juſt homage of the government. Jourdan, 


during the journey which he lately made to Paris, 
and Pichegru after his diſmiſſion, were received 
by the directory and the miniſtry as two men 
ought, to be who have merited the national 
_ gratitude. The miniſter of the interior gave 
each of them an entertainment worthy of the 
miniſter of the arts. We do not believe that it 
is neceſſary to ſeek in the events of the end of 
the laſt campaign, and in our reverſes before 
Mayence and Manheim, for the cauſe of a diſ- 
content, which would be as unjuſt as the effects 
of it would be impolitic and injurious to the in- 
tereſts, Tacitus ſays, © Such is the horrible 

ce condition 
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ce condition of the military profeſſion: each 
cc attributes to himſelf the honour of ſueceſs; a 
ce failure is imputed to a ſingle man.“ So far 
from this maxim being applicable to general 
Pichegru, as might be believed if we- ſtopped 
at the apparent reſult of his laſt operations, it 
will be found that he has acquired, in the midſt 
ol reverſes, a glory independent of ſucceſs, of 
which envy cannot deprive him. All are 
agreed in thinking, that the plan of the cam- 
paign relative to the paſſage of the Rhine was 
not the conception of the two generals princi- 
pally entruſted with its execution. Both of them 
manifeſted the ſame zeal, the ſame ardour to 
overcome the firſt difficulties, and the ſame ob- 
ſtinacy in attaining the principal object, that is 
to ſay, the diſperſion of Clairfayt's army in the 
upper country, between the Necker and the 
Mein, the laſt victory, on which the fate of 
Mayence depended. The moſt difficult part of 
the developement of the attacks was reſerved 
for Pichegru. As to his operations on this {ide 
the Rhine, the reſources of his mind and his 
prudent foreſight are diſcovered in the difficult. 
retreat he made; by the ſkill with which he 
choſe the only advantageous poſition, that a 
country, which continually became more and 
more unfavourable, could allow him, until he ar- 
: cc 3 | rived 
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rived at the lines of Gueich. This able manceu- 
vre was ſeconded by general Jourdan's march, 
who kept between the Rhine and the Moſelle, 
and covered Treves and Luxembourg. Never 
probably did courage do more honour to the 
French ſoldiery : laborious marches in a covered 
and almoſt impracticable country, in a bad ſea- 
ſon of the year, a dearth of proviſions, hot and 
frequent battles, ſuch were the obſtacles they had 


to ſurmount. Pichegru ſupported gloriouſly, for 


the ſpace of a month, the weight of the Imperial 


forces; and on that ſame theatre where the 


enemy believed that nothing remained for him 
but to determine the direction of his marches, 


| he contrived to neutralize the effect of the vic- 


tories which made ſo much noiſe at Vienna. 
Thoſe who, not content with the able march 
of general Jourdan on the right wing of the 
enemy, and with. his vigorous. aſſaults on the 
Nahe, required nothing leſs of the two generals 


than a junction of their armies, and the total 


deſtruction of the ſuperior forces of the enemy 


on this ſide the Rhine, can only juſtify their 


raſh wiſhes, by daring to cenſure general Piche- 
gru's retreat. The government, better informed 


on the ſubject, was enabled to judge, whether this 


junction could have been effected without aban- 
doning, both aboye and below Manheim and 
 Mayence, 
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Mayence, the poſitions to reſtrain the enemy, 
and prevent them from doing any thing of im- 
portance. The retreat of general Pichegru, 
after the blockade of Mayence was raiſed, and 
his various combats before the lines of Gueich, 
and on his left wing, as far as the head of the 
Voſges, in order to ſecond the attacks of the 
army of the Sambre and Meuſe, form one of the 
moſt remarkable and moſt glorious epochs in 
our hiſtory. > 
Although it does not form part of our plan to 
enter very fully into the detail of military tranſac- 
tions, which almoſt all reſemble each other ; and 
though we have announced to our readers that 
we ſhould not minutely relate them, but when a 
battle ſhould include any circumſtance which 
might diſtinguiſh it from ordinary combats ; in 
ſhort, though it is ſtill more contrary to che 
limits we have preſcribed ourſelves for giving 
the particular hiſtory of the campaigns - of our 
generals; yet the retreat of general Pichegru, 
which has almoſt the air of a diſgrace, his merit, 
his modeſty, perhaps exceſſive, the iſolated ſtate 
to which he ſeems to have condemned himſelf, 
the deſire we entertain to ſee him once more at 
the head of our armies, ſo often victorious under 
8 e cc 4 his 
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his command, and the uſeful leſſons and reflec- 

tions which the ſurvey of the two laſt campaigns 
of the army of the North commanded by Piche- 
gru, lately publiſhed by general Sauviac, preſents 
to our notice, are ſo- many powerful motives to 
decide us to give an extract from that work, 
which appears to us as accurate as it is judi- 
cious. © The campaign of the Rhine,” ſays 
the author, © is foreign to my purpoſe ; I ſhall 
te content myſelf on that head by doing juſtice, 
cc with general Pichegru himſelf, to the well- 
ec known talents of general Hoche ; but I can ex- 
tt patiate, with a full knowledge of the ſubject, on 
ie the campaign in the North, where, by an un- 
c jnterrupted ſeries of victories, almoſt unknown 
« through the modeſty of the conqueror, and 
cc the hatred which the tyrant (Robeſpierre) 
| * bore him, we obtained the total expulſion of 
0 the enemy from the French territories, the 
« capture of all the Netherlands, and the entire 
« conqueſt of Holland. It has been wiſhed to 
ec attribute the plan of this campaign to general 

t Cuſtine, who, on the contrary, received a 
te ſimilar one with great coldneſs, a ſhort time 
te before his tragical end, The plan of this 
te ſkilful campaign in the North muſt be attri- 
« buted to Carnot and Pichegru, becauſe it is 
« certain 
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te certain that they had embraced the ſame idea; 
« ard even if it were true that they had choſen 
« from among the great number preſented to 
ee them, they ought no leſs to be regarded as 
ec the real authors of it, as in ſuch a caſe there 
« is as much merit in making a: good choice as 
te in forming the plan. Carnot undoubtedly 
« muſt have groaned at the proſpect of the fatal 
« diviſion which circuthſtances made neceſſary 
e in his plan. An irreparable deficit in the 
te acting forces prevented the execution of one of 
ce its moſt eſſential parts: in fact, it principally 
« conſiſted in conſidering the whole ſpace be- 
« tween the ſea and the Rhine as one vaſt field 
« of battle. The army of the North was to 
te attack in croſſing, to negle& the centre, and 
te aſſail the two wings; which was to be done 
ce by three armies of 50,000 men each, the cen- 
ce tre one of which was to keep the enemy at 
& bay, while the two others attacked their wings 
« by the Lys and the Sambre; while two ar- 
« mies of a ſmaller force, covered by the two 
cc lateral armies, acting as a corps of obſery- 
« ation, were to take poſſeſſion of the fortified 
places. At the ſame time, an army of 50, ooo 
* men was to defend the paſſage of the Rhine, 
« in order to prevent ſuccours arriving to the 
« combined armies from the empire; while the 
cc army 
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te army of the Moſelle, nearly equal in ſtrength, 
* gained Cobourg's rear, and obliged him either 
cc to retreat with ſpeed, or to fight with a dou- 


cc, 


cc. 
ec. 


ec. 


ec. 


ble front, which, 1n' both caſes, inſured his 
total ruin. It was this army, deſtined to gain 
Cobourg's rear, which did not act, becauſe 
the army of the North, wanting neceſſaries, 
they were obliged to reinforce it with the 
army of the Moſelle ; a project which was 
happily executed by general Jourdan. Such 
is the hiſtory of the plan of that campaign, 
on which it is time that our notions ſhould 


be ſettled. 


I could expatiate, undoubtedly, with ſome 


pleaſure, on the victory of Meucron, ſo bloody, 


and ſo obſtinately diſputed, where, in ſpite of 
the courage of our columns, and the ſkilful 
manceuvres of general Pichegru, all the va- 
Jour and intrepid coolneſs of general Mac- 
donal were neceſſary to decide the victory, ſo 
long in ſuſpenſe, in our favour; and on that 


of Courtrai, where, but for the unfortunate 


accident which retarded the column deſtined 
to attack the enemy's right wing, Clairfayt 
would have been hemmed in, and his retreat 
rendered impoſſible. h 

| ce] ſhould 
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« I ſhould not forget the memorable victory 
of Turcoing, where the enemy loſt their beſt 
troops, and almoſt all their artillery; nor that 
of Pont-à-Chain, where our columns, ſeveral 
times repulſed, returned to the fight with freſh 
ardour; and where we remarked ſome of the 
cavalry, whoſe limbs were dropping off, ha- 
ranguing their comrades with ſerenity, and 
inſpiring them, in their eloquent agony, almoſt 
with a deſire of obtaining ſimilar wounds. 


« Farther on, the republican army was ſeen, 
in the ſpace of two decades, to gain three 
victories, remarkable for the importance they 
were of in the ſieges of Ypres, Longuema- 
rane, Rotterdam, and Ouglede, in which our 
troops fought with equal numbers, and in a 
pitched battle. OR 


3 would naturally ſucceed the glorious 


cc 

ec 
| cc 
4c 


'cc 


battles of Deynſe, of Malines, and Boxtel, 
of Apelteren, at the time of the paſſage of the 
Meuſe; and, laſtly, the two celebrated vic- 
tories on the ice. The conqueſt of Holland 
was the conſequence of theſe two laſt vic- 
tories, | 
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e From the recital of theſe ſucceſſes, I ſhould 
* naturally turn to the liſt of the conquered 
ec places; Menin, Courtrai, Ypres, Oſtend, the 
ec ifle of Cadzant, and Ecluſe, where general 
«© Moreau acquired great reputation, I could 
ce dwell on the capture of Nieuport, the fur- 
te render of which was owing to the courage of 
te the repreſentatives Lacombe Saint Michel 
e and Richard, who devoted themſelves in that 
e eyent to a certain death, by daring to reſiſt 
ce the fatal decree, which preſcribed the murder 
« of the 5 . 


* 


* The execution of this law, unknown to the moſt bar- 
 baroue ages, and far beyond the ferocious invention of the 
Viſconti and of the Adrets, whoſe fury at leaſt ſeemed legi- 
timate, from the neceſlity of repriſals, would have made the 
enemy almoſt invincible from deſpair ; but, in the eyes of 
Robeſpierre, this reaſon was a crime, which would have 
- ruined thoſe who ſhould have dared to take it into confider- 
ation, if the gth Thermidor had not come to their aſſiſtance, _ 
at the very moment when the tyrant had juft pronounced 

their ſentence of death, by turning their generous devotion 
of themſelves into a conſpiracy. Their deſtruction would 
| foon have been followed by that of the repreſentative Car- 
not. Jt is recollected, to his honour, that having made the 
tyrant ſenſible that the preſervation of Go men was the 
conſequence of this wiſe diſobedience, he had this brutal 
reply made to him,“ Of what importance are 6000 men, 
« when a principle is in queſtion ?** By this word | principle, 
he meant his ſecret views. 


« ] ſhould 


„ 
E 


3 


FRENCH REVOLUTION. 397 


& ed Bs 


— 
— —— — — —— — 
p _— — ba A © — 
2 2 + — 
8 - : 
E - 
z 


ce I ſhould obſerve that, until the arrival of 
« genetal Jourdan, that is to ſay, until the 
c junction of the army of the Moſelle, the 
cc whole ſucceſs of the right wing was the conſe- 
« quence of general Pichegru's orders and in- 
ce ſtructions, which were performed with fo 
« much zeal and bravery by general Desjardins, 
te commander of that wing. 


I ſhould add, that the battle of Turcoing 
ec appears to me to be one of the moſt illuſtri- 
« ous in modern hiſtory. There we ſaw gene- 


ce rals beaten in the evening, after the exam- 
c 


ple of the illuſtrious Frederick, remaining in 
the field of battle, and determining to attack 
the enemy again on the morrow, when they 
<« gained a victory, the more complete, as the 


« combined armies loſt more than 12,000 men, 
c 


c 


* 


0 


* 


* 


and almoſt all their artillery, This memo- 
ce rable day certainly ſaved France; becauſe the 
cc plan ſagaciouſly concerted by general Mack, 
ce though chalked out on the famous circle of 
e Vendome, tended to nothing leſs than to cut 
« off the communication of our army with the 
ce frontiers, and, conſequently, to force it to re- 
ce treat to Caſſel, where the enemy, by favour 
ce of its double movement by Seclin, might 
| have 


* 
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te the ſport of chance through a country in de- 


have overtaken it, or at leaſt make it wander 


cc yaſtation, and without reſource, by blockad- 


cc 


* 


ing Lille at the ſame time, which was without 


proviſions, and all its communications would 


ce have been intercepted, from the very circum- 


< ſtances of the victory. This bloody day, fo 


cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
ce 


ce 


glorious for France, laid the foundation of all 


the ſucceſſes of the campaign in a moſt effi- 
cacious manner, as the loſs of artillery, irre- 
parable for the enemy, gave us for ever a 
ſuperiority in thoſe engines, ſo deciſive in 
battle. 


« Why then is not ſo ſignal a victory always 


claſſed with the three which are cited with 


enthuſiaſm ? Becauſe the conqueror, ſolely 
occupied in fighting and purſuing the enemy, 


tranſmitted ſuch modeſt accounts, that the 


public, always accuſtomed to exaggerated re- 


ports, ſcarcely could perceive ſucceſs in the | 
official narration of his brilliant victories; and 


becauſe the agents of the decemviral tyranny, 
exaſperated at his triumphs, carefully ſought 
to deprive him of his deſerts in the public 
opinion, as they could not do ſo on the field 


of battle. | 
cc The 
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ee The enemies of Pichegru pretended that he 
had orders to beſiege Conde and Valenciennes, 


when he advanced to the attack of Menin 
and Courtraiz though there is an interval of 


four months between thoſe two epochs. Fhow 
could the enemies of the general believe it 


poſſible to make one of the fineſt manceuvres 


of the war, the famous diverſion on the fide 
of Menin and Courtrai, appear as a proof of 


a want of military ſkill? while it was the 
principal ſource of the ſucceſs of ſo aſtoniſh- 


ing a campaign. 


e This able movement, made on the right 


wing of the enemy, together with a ſimulta- 
neous one on their left wing, on the part of 
Beaumont, forced Cobourg to evacuate the cen- 
tre, in order to preſerve his communications 
and his convoys, on the eve of being inter- 
cepted, in conſequence of the poſitions which 


our armies were taking upon the Lys, the 


Eſcaut, the Sambre, and the Haiſne; this 
retrograde motion of the enemy, forced by 
the movement of the two wings, ſecured the 
ſurrender of four places in the centre. A 
ſkilful manceuvre in like manner delivered 
into our * ſhortly after, four places in 


ce Dutch 
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« Dutch F landers, which alſo found theniſclves 
* without hopes of ſuccour, from the poſition 
„of the army on the right ſhore of the Eſcaut. 


© The bold marches of the army, always ani- 
* mated by the ſame genius, ſoon procured, by 
te a ſudden ſtroke, the ſurrender of all the 
© places which remained to be conquered in his 
e command; for, at the very moment when 
« Mollendorf, on the Rhine, dared not paſs 
ec that river on account of the ice, which cover- 
c ed an extent of more than twenty leagues 
c from Arnheim to Willemſtad, he advanced to 
ce ſtrike at the Batavian republic, even in the 
cc heart of its government. 


« And it is this general who conceived ſuch 
« ſkilful ideas, whom theſe envious men wiſh to 
t tax with unſkilfulneſs; and why? Becauſe he 
ce did not ſubſtitute, in the room of theſe ſublime 
© conceptions, the notions ſuggeſted by routine, 
« of amuſing himſelf, firſt, with the ſieges of 
ce Valenciennes and Conde, from whence he 
« could not, till after a number of almoſt. im- 
oo poſſible victories, have approached to the 
« centre, where all the forces of the republic 
ic would have been uſeleſsly aſſembled. | 
5 . ce It 
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cf Ie muſt alſo be obſerved, that this move- 


 « ment was not the oply cauſe of the continual 


« defeats of the allies; new and very ingenious | 


tactics contributed much to chat effect. The ſyſ- 


item of diſembarking in an interſected country, 


where carriage was extremely expenſive. and 
« difficult, gave preſently a ſuperiority to the 
e republican armies in their marches, the rapid- 
the new mode eſtabliſhed for expediting the 
« orders, ſecured to the generals the incalculable 
« advantage of ſurpriſing the allies on all occa- 
« ſions, and of directing the attacks at pleaſure 
ce to the different parts of the line, without af- 


s fording the enemy time to change their order 


te of battle, as was conſtantly the ie until 
« our times.” 


As long as men ſhall attempt to tir the dregs 
of the revolution, and above all, as long as they 


mall ſeek to make in the aſſembly motions cal- 


| culated to irritate the factious, and to make the 
legiſlative body governors, ſo long will our evils 


and our diviſions be perpetuated. Thus the 


motion of the deputy Jourdan, ſeconded by Iſ- 
nard, propoſing to have a committee named to 
make a report on the fituation and the troubles 
of the South, was a brand of diſcord thrown 


vol. 11. „ into 
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into the legiſlative body. It has ſerved to awaken 
the fury of the parties in the South. On the 
one hand the royaliſts are again in agitation, and 
the homicidal air, the Reveil du peuple, has been 
heard once more; at this death-ſong blood has 
again been ſpilt; many commiſſioners or agents 
of the executive power have been maſſacred in 
different communes. On the other hand the op- 
poſite party, that is to ſay, the exalted, the exclu- 
ves, the anarchiſts, redouble their ardour and 
their fury. The legiſlature would do well to oc- 
cupy themſelves as little as poſſible with the af- 
fairs of the South, and to leave the care of, it to 

the government. This is the part which the aſ- 
ſembly has at length adopted, by revoking the 
commiſſion which it had named. The afflicting 
view of what happened while the government was 
veſted in the convention, ſuffices to demonſtrate 
how dangerous it would be to truſt that power to 
the hands of a numerous aſſembly, which, on 
account of its numbers and of its compoſition, is 
ſuſceptible of being made the ſport of all the 
paſſions, and ſuffers itſelf to be hurried along by 
the torrent of each party in its turn. 


It will be ſeen in 4 6 book how 
very advantageous it is to have, at laſt, a ſtable 
government ; and mankind: will be more and 

more 


— 
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more convinced how important it. is that the le- 
giſlative body ſhould not uſurp all the powers, of 
which the two conſtituent aſſemblies have but 
too often afforded an example. We have already 
ſaid, and it cannot be too often repeated, that the 
_ greateſt danger which can be incurred by the re- 
public in the progreſs of time, is leſt the legiſla- 
tive aſſembly ſhould not confine itſelf to the 
making of laws, and ſhould ſeek to get poſſeſſion 
of the executive part of the government; a 
danger ſo much the greater, as it is more difficult 
to make an uſurping aſſembly return within juſt 
bounds, than to reſtrain a directory which may 
have ambitious views. Who would be able to 
oppoſe the views of the agitators of an aſſembly, 
ſtrong in the confidence of a whole nation, if 
thoſe agitators had miſled the two councils, the 
directory not having the power of the ſuſpenſive 
veto? . „Nö 
Theſe are the motives which would induce us 
to prefer a preſident for five years, with the li- 
berty of being re- elected after an interval of five 
years; he would have more intereſt in governing 
well, and more power to reſiſt anarchy, We 
ſhould never loſe ſight of the great principle, that 
a a people will be the better governed, in propor- 
DD 2 cion 
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tian as their governors have an intereſt in the 
public welfare, 


It is aid, that the third of the legiſlative body 
which is to. be renewed may be replaced by de- 
puties who wayld prefer the conſtitution of 1791, 
and that that may produce a new revolution. 

We are perſuaded that even thoſe who are ſe- 
eretly of that opinian, (which is no crime, ſince 
opinion ought to be free,) are at the ſame time 
convinced that the experiment of ſo many revo- 
lutions has already coſt too much, and that they 
are tog good Citizens to wiſh to plunge France 
into another revolution. They know that a 
well eſtabliſhed government, though perhaps leſs 
good, is to be preferred to a new criſis ; and this 
is the caſe to which the old adage is applicable: 
The beſt, in ſome circumſtances, is the enemy of 

good, The more men of property are elected 
deputies, the more will they ſupport the eſta- 
bliſhed government, whatever may be their ſen- 
timents. Spch is the. royaliſt, who will be a 
good republican if he ſees that our government 
can proceed, and that like the American conſtitu- 
tion, it is neither deſtitute of the general approba- 
tion, nor deprived of prudence, energy, prompti- : 
tude, and yigour of execution; for the royaliſts, 


who 
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who are not fanatics for royalty, do not wiſh for a 
king excluſively, but for a eee in which 
there exiſts true liberty, that is to fay, "my for 
perſons and property. 


— 


BOOK XXX1, 


Conſpiracy of Babauf and Drouet.— Attempt 0 on 
the Camp of Erenelle. Freſb Diſorders in the 
| South, —Jfnard accuſed as the Author by Fre- 
ron. — he ſublime Anſwer of Iſnard to Fre- 
ron. A Letter from the laſt, which proves that 
be equalled the other Proconſuls in Ferogtty 
Republican Feſtivals.—Opening of the Cum 
Schools. Sitting of the 81h Fructidor ( Any. 
26th) on the Subject of the Priefis.—Decree on 
the Subject of the Law of the 3d Brumaite 
(Ot. 24 ).— Another Article on the Prieſts.— 
New Reflections on the Decrees of the 5th and 
13th Fruftidor ( Aug. 22 and 3oth).—Por- 
traits of Syeyes, Louvet, Tallien, and Cbenier.— 
Military Tranſactions.— Liberty of the Preſs.— 
Jourdan retires.— Reflections on that Event. 
Memorable Victoryat Arcole.— General Conclufion 
of the Work, or Re- capitulation of the Hi ſtory of 
the Revolution. 


e is the advantage of a good government, 
that it binds the paſſions in chains, and makes 


i * 
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party rage impotent, as ferocious beaſts are 
chained. to neutralize and paralyſe their rage. 
The time is not far off, undoubtedly, when the 
hiſtorian of the revolution may lay aſide his 
mournful pencil and his accuſing pen. The 

republic takes ſtronger hold of us every day; 
our misfortunes and our errors enſure its con- 
firmation, as our ideas become rectified. We | 
ſhall till have to ſpeak of crimes and plots; ; but, 
at leaſt, they will be confined to the misfortunes 
of individuals, lamentable, undoubtedly ; 5 which | 
cannot, however, invade the conſtitutional code, 
ſap the foundations 'of our liberty. The 
reign” of the laws is arrived; all good citizens 
will rally round their ſtandard againſt the de- 
vouring monſter anarchy, and, whatever may be 
their ſecret ſentiments, they will reject the idea 
of a royalty, which they cannot attain without 
wading through ſeas of blood; Peace with the 
hoſtile powers, and a general amneſty, which 
ſhouid, we think, either precede or follow it, 
will complete the union ſo much deſired; by all 
good citizens. The influence of the wicked 
will then be very feeble. The harmony ſubſiſt- 
ing between the directory and the two councils 
will not be diſturbed by the arrival of a new third, 
«Which is already calumniated on that head, be- 


"fore they are known | in the leaſt, as ſome exclu- 
8 9 ſive 


FRENCH REVOLUTION. 407 


| avs! patriots calumniated the preceding third, 
without knowing more of them. The new 
third, that is to ſay, the majority of it, will wiſh 
for the beſt government, or, to ſpeak more cor- 
rectly, that which contains the leaſt evil. To 
know which is that government, we ſhould not 5 
ſay merely with Voltaire, that it is that in which, 
all ranks are equally protected by the laws; for 
the inquiry whether this protection is more ſecure 
in a monarchy or in a republic would ſtill re- 
main; but we ſhould ſay, that the beſt governed 
ſtate is that in which all the inhabitants who have 
property, concur in the formation of the laws 
which rule the country. Let not the calamities 

which have fallen on our heads be cited againſt 
me; I ſhould reply, that they cannot be imputed | 
to the government of which I ſpeak, ſince we 
did not begin to put that government in force 
till the firſt ſitting of the preſent legiſlature, 1 
have on my ſide the example of the American 
government, which wants neither unffy nor vi- 
gour. Time alone can prove the contrary. 
Still leſs can the fickle character of the F rench 
be objected to me. Hiſtory abounds in inſtances 
which atteſt this truth, that governments change 
at pleaſure the manners of a nation. I think 
I have alteady obſerved, that the F grate fri- 
DD 4 volous 
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 volous in our time, were a grave and ferion 
| wa in the age of * | 


A proof that the men of property eim, in 1 
neral, for nothing more than good order, and that 
they already rally round the government, is, chat 

the agitations which we have juſt experience 
cannot be attributed to thoſe who are confounded 
under the name of ariftocrats and royaliſts. 
The plot of Drouet, Babœuf, Lhignelot, and 
Others, ocigihated nranifeſtly with the Jac6bin 
ſect or faction, and with the party of the ex- 
celuſtves and exaggerates. The attack made on 
te camp of Grenelle, or if you will, the at- 
teinpt to ſeduce that camp, was müde by 
Jacobins, members of che cid uvunt rłvolu- 
tionary committees, and ſeconded, not by men 
of property, but by labourers and ſans- culottes. 
We ſhall proceed to give an account of thoſe 
events, and of the laſt diſorders in the South, 
with the Fame impartiality with which a natural 
' philofopher, without adapting any ſyſtem, would 
faithfully deſcribe the phænomena, whatever 
confequence might reſult. Thus I have attri- 
buted the plot of Vendemiaire to the royaliſts 
wich the fame veracity with which J attribute 
the laſt conſpiracy which broke out in Paris to 
the Jacobins, | 


Babeuf, 
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Babeuf, as young and as wicked, but a boldee 
eure than Robeſpierre, may have been in 
the pay of both parties. The anarchiſts and the 
royaliſts may have employed him at the ſame 
time: the former, from their deſire for erime 
and their thirſt of blood; the latter, becauſe they 
were not ignorant, that anarchy was the ſureſt 
means of reſtoring royalty. But Babceuf and 
even Prouet ought only to be conſidered as 
agents of the ſecond rank; the true chiefs of the 
plot were a great number of Jacobins and ex- 
conventionals, that is to ſay, members of the late 
convention who had not been re · elected: the 
true chiefs, were the individuals of that Jacobia 
faction, who, with their hands dyed in the blood 
of the people, wiſhed to ſtain them ſtill more 
deeply, who audaciouſly put themmfelves in mo- 
tion to miſſead the people, to re-eſtabliſh their 
tyranny, and again erect the throne of terror on 
the carcaſe of liberty. Like thoſe terrible winds, 
which during a violent conflagrarion, inceffantly 
Te-kindle the devouring flames which ge f 
hands had laboured to extinguiſh, theſe monſters 
dared to hope, that they again might wield the 
dagger of anarchy; but the avenging ſword of 
the law is here, it is the trident which win Wen 
drive the ſeditious winds back to their caverns. 
The _ in the camp at  Grenelle, evidently a 
branch : 
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branch of the firſt, completes the proof of what 
we have advanced: if in the firſt plot, the names 
of the ex- conventionals Choudieu, Pelletier, 
Amar, and Vadier *, the friend of Carrier, are 
to be found; in the ſecond, we diſcover thoſe of 
three other ex- conventionals, Huguet, Javoques. 
and Cuſſet, another of Carrier's friends. T hey 
well knew, villains as they are, that their names 
were held in too much horror, to venture to 
come forward openly. They undoubtedly, for 
this reaſon; placed at the head of the plot, a 


man whoſe name was dear to republicans: it 


was neceſſary at the ſame time, that he ſhould 
be ignorant, ferocious, and hot- headed. Such 
was the hero of Varennes. If he deſerves to 
be crowned with an oaken crown, for having 
defeated the hopes of a perjured, king in his 
Criminal flight, he no leſs deſerves to be led to 
the ſcaffold, for having attempted to overturn 
the. eſtabliſhed government. Mirabeau, La 
Fayette, Dumouriez, and Robeſpierre, have 


proved to us, that it is poſſible to betray their 
country, after having merited civic crowns. 


Hlas not the Jacobin ſociety alſo combined the 
2moſt ſignal ſervices with the moſt execrable 
enormi ties? Did not Themifodleomae Corio- 
* Nad was called EP man of 6o years E virtue, becauſe, 


like Robeſpierre, he was continually boaſting of it. 
Honk | lanus 
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lanus take up arms againſt their country, after 


having been its firmeſt ſupports? The details 


we ' ſhall give of this conſpiracy of Babceuf, 
Drouet, Ricords, Laignelot, and their accom- 


plices, will diſplay all the craft and impudence 


of conſpirators. There was a committee of 
inſurrection, to ſuperintend the execution of the 
plot. A perfidious proclamation to the people 
was to be the ſignal for the laughter of the 
legiſlative body, and of the conſtituted autho- 
rities; the pretext was very ſpecious, viz. the 


re- eſtabliſnment of the anarchical conſtitution of 
17933 it was as in Vendemiaire, in the name of 
liberty, that they intended to aſſaſſinate liberty. 


It was in the name of the ſovereignty of the 
people, that they meant to enſlave them ſtill 
more. The blow was to have been ſtruck in 


leſs than half an hour: the ſignal would have 


been involuntarily given by the police itſelf, it 


was the ſound of the bell which in each ſection 


orders the ſtreets to be ſwept : at that ſound the | 


conſpirators were to form into ſmall bodies, to 
proceed to each houſe, which was marked out 


for them, and to aſſaſſinate at the ſame moment, 


the'repreſentatives of the people, and the public 


1 
1 7 


ſunctionaries, of whom they had a liſt, either 
in their beds, or as they roſe from them. T his 
firſt maſſacre beiog effected, all . ſmall troops 
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were to unite in order to march in a large body 
againſt the directory, who would have had only 
the conſtitutional guard to defend them, rein- 
forced at moſt with a battalion of infantry, and 
a piquet of cavalry. It is aſſerted, that the 
conſpirators had even adopted meaſures for 
| Haining poſſeſſion of a certain number of can- 
Hon, and for reaching the Luxembourg, which 
& the palace of the directory, with arcillery ; 
about 1500 deſerters from the legion of the 
police at Paris, or from other corps, lodged 
with ſome of the confidants of the party, all 
Jacobins or members of the ancient revolu- 
tionary committees, who had provided them 
with the habits of citizens; a multitude from 
the different departments, who had been in- 
cluded in the amneſty, and the ſhattered re. 
Trains of the revolutionary army, were to ſorm 
the heart of this infernal body, whoſe object 
and recompence was to-be the pillage of Paris. 
An order, ſigned Drouet, to the guard of the 
Powder magazine, to deliver cartridges and 
charges to the commander of the army of the 
people, was ſeized. It is eaſy to conjecture 
that it was General Roſſignol who had been 
patronized by Collot d'Herbois: it is the ſame 
Roſſignol, whofe miſchievous conduct in La 
'Vendee the brave but unfortunate Phihippeavx 
; had 


h 1 | 
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had denounced. Drouet and his accomplices | 
were brought before the high national court; 
the proceſs againſt them immediately began *. 
The genius of France, and of liberty, detected 
the plot, which was to have been carried into 
execution on the 19th Floreal of the 4th year 
(May 7th, 1796); immortal er Cine 


We ſhould not negle& any of the traits ; which may tend 3 
to make our /ittle tyrants known: tyrants, if we conſider ** | 
the enormity of their offences, and little if we regard their 
deſpicable characters. We are informed by the deputy, Va- 
cher, a man of honour, and a well-informed and true re- 
publican, that Bertrand one of his colleagues, a man no leſs 

eſtimable than he, had ſucceeded in making the ancient 
committee of general ſafety liſten to reaſon on the ſubject of 
the three adminiſtrators who were accuſed of federaliſm; ; and 

who were as good adminiſtrators as citizens: but Drouet, 
who was then in the committee, fruſtrated all his endeayours, 
One of theſe adminiſtrators was named Altaroche. Tha 5 
names of the others I have forgotten. It is unfortunate that 
Drouet had not been one of the proconſüls. Ab uno diſce 
emngs. I will unmaſk them all at a future period. Tyrants! 
tremble; hiſtory will paſs judgment on you, even in your 
lifetime. This calls to my mind, the conduct of Robeſpierre 
to Carnot: I have the anecdote from Carrier. The laſt 
being one day at the committee of public ſafety, heard Robe- 
ſpierre aſk Carnot, on what he was then employed? « On a 
« work,” ſaid Carnot, which is much wanted for the eom- 
«« mittee of legiſlation.” Robeſpierre inſolently ſnatched the 
papers out of Carnot's hands, and tore them in pieces without 
even looking at them. This anecdote gives a picture of the 
deſpotiſm of Robeſpierre, and proves, that Carnot did not 
connive at his conduct. 


who 
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who denounced it to the miniſter of the police, 
Without doubt the conſpirators would not have 


| ſurvived their enormities; the good citizens 


would have riſen in a maſs againſt them, but 
they would have done a great deal of miſchief: 
this is the fit time to repeat, what we have 
already ſaid of their models, or their compe- 
titors. One does not know, whether they were 


more wicked or fooliſh, Did Babceuf imagine 


that he could lead the people aſtray by his 
Journal, intitled Tribun du Peuple, and excite 
the inhabitants of the fauxbourgs to inſurrection, 
as Marat had but too ſucceſsfully done ? But it 


is in this way that a conſpirator of genius may 


be diſtinguiſhed from the vulgar conſpirator. 
A man of genius would have ſeen that circum- 
ſtances were no longer the fame, that nothing is 


more fallacious in politics than example, and 


that what is eaſy at one time, will not always 
meet with the ſame ſucceſs. Babceuf did not 
conſider that the people were wearied of. revolu- 


tions, that they had learned, from being per- 


petually deceived, no longer to have a idol, 
and that they were fatigued even with anarchy. 
He was alſo ignorant, that in ſimilar plots, 
ſecreſy, a leader of reputation, a great quantity 
of money, and great diſcontent and wretched- 
neſs among the people, are requiſite. No plot 

9 5 can 


can at this time ſucceed, at leaſt in the capital, 


it. 


We ſhall not duell long on the hs of the 
24th Fructidor of the 4th year (Sept. 9, 1796); 
it was only a developement and the ſequel of 
Babœuf's. The night between the 24th and 


25th, a troop of about 500 men iſſued from 
different taverns, armed with piſtols and ſabres, 


formed themſelves in many columns, and ad- 


vanced towards the camp eſtabliſhed at Gre- 


nelle, near Paris, exclaiming, The conſtitution 


of 1793, death to the tyrants, death to the direc- 


tory, and the two councils, At theſe words the 


centinels ated on the defenſive ; they returned 


the fire of theſe aggreſſors, who had wounded 
ſome ſoldiers, in order to enter the camp by 
force. The foot and horſe ſoldiers left their 
. tents in their ſhirts; they darted on the conſpi- 


rators with that courage which has always diſ- 


tinguiſhed them; they made a great number bite 
the duſt, and apprehended forty. The camp 


completed its glory in thus defeating the plot of 


theſe infamous miſcreants, of theſe anarchiſts, 


theſe men of-plunder and blood, who calculated 
in the following manner. Of what conſe- 


00 N is it to us, if all ſhould periſh ; we 


40 have 
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unleſs the government itſelf * enter into 
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t have to reproach ourſelves with great crimes ; 
« perhaps we (hall eſcape the puniſhment which 
de awaits us, by overturning every thing, by de- 
ce ſtroying every thing with fire and ſword.” 
This execrable plot was fruſtrated in leſs than 
twenty minutes. Many accomplices in the con- 


ſpiracy were afterwards arreſted: the principal 


leaders were Fion, already implicated in that of 
Babozuf, many members of the ancient revolu- 


; tianary committees, and Huguet, Javoques, and 


Cuſſet, ex- conventionals. Some of them were 


condemned to death by the military committee 


appointed to try them: the three ci- devant de- 
puties, whom we have juſt named, were among 
thoſe who were ſhot. A terrible but neceſſary 
and uſeful example; it demonſtrated all the im- 


| potence of crime, at the fame time that ſo many 


reiterated attempts prove its incorrigible turbu- 
lence: it will diſconcert future manceuvres, and 
plunge the tyrants into deſpair ; for the diſor- 
ganiſers are the real tyrants of the people: it 
teaches us that juſtice is truly the order of the 
day ;—that juſtice is undoubtedly fatisfied, and 
already has terror puniſhed thoſe ſlaves of crime 
whom the law could not reach. But will not 
wicked men, who exiſt only in plots, meditate 
new ones? If we would uſe paſt experience to 
advantage, let us draw the. portraits of our ene- 

- ©& mies, 
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mies, and point them out on every occaſion, ſo 
that, being every where unmaſked, they may 


every where find terror and death. Virtue alone 


is the life of man: crime exiſts only in carcaſes, 
in gangrened and putrified bodies. They belong 


to the grave; the grave ſhould ſwallow them 


up. Let us not, above all, forget that all con- 
ſpiracies have the ſame end in view, or at leaſt 
produce the ſame effect, that of degrading, op- 
preſing, and enſlaving the people. eo 019-7 


It 15 very e h for the -hiſtorian, who 
undertakes the painful taſk of writing the hiſtory 


of the revolution, to be obliged to turn from 


one afflicting remembrance to another. We 
muſt at one time conſider the maſſacre of the 


priſoners on the 2d and 3d of September 1792, 


and at another, we muſt ſpeak of the troubles 


in the South. The government has juſt tried 


and condemned ſome of the Septembrizers ; but 
the commanders in chief, the inſtigators of the 
firſt rank of theſe ſerious offences, yet breathe in 


impunity ; ſome, indeed, who, if they were not 


leaders, were at leaſt greatly concerned in thoſe 


atrocities, enjoy places of conſequence, Whatever. 
juſt horror it may inſpire, we ſtill believe that 


they ought to be compriſed in a general amneſty, 
as well as the conſpirators of Vendemiaire, whom 
Vol.. II. E E we 
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ve are far from wiſhing to compare with them, 
| fince there were among the latter many excel- 
lent republicans, who went too far indeed, but 
_ who at leaſt were ſincerely deſirous of defending 
| the ſovereignty of the people, while the royaliſts, 
who miſled them, defended it hypocritically. 
The virtuous Rollin has remarked before us, 
citing in ſypport of his opinion the example 
of the Athenians, that nothing is more calcu- 
lated to conciliate all parties, to baniſh adious 
paſſions, and to extinguiſh the flames of reſent- 
5 went, than a general amneſty. Men of pene- 
trating eyes and enlightened minds, diſcovered 
that Babceuf, Drouet, and the ex-convention- 
als their accomplices, were fecretly inſtigated 
by theſe Septembrizers in place, and even by 


certain of the excluſives, who, without having 


any very ſerious reproaches to make themſelves, 
yet had ſome effential reaſons. for fearing the 
return of good order, and the dominion of the 
laws. This is an additional reaſon; for voting 
for a general amneſty ; becauſe, in proportion as 
che guilty are more numerous and more pow- 
erful in the city, in ſuch proportion will - the 
inveſtigation of their crimes diſturb the peace, 
to which every thing, without . ſhould. 
be n 


T he 
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The troubles of the South demand a ſtill more 
fohious attention; the Thermidorian re- action 
was fele there more than any where elſe. The 

rea actors, as we have already faid, may. be di- 
vided into two claſſes; the royaliſts, always rea- 


dy to profit by every movement; and the crowd 


of unfortunate perſons who had been heaped: to- 
gether in the priſons by the Robeſpierrian ter- 
roriſts. Freron accuſed Ifnard and Cadroi, his 
ancient colleagues in the convention, of having 


fomented and patroniſed all the aſſaſſinations 


with which vengeance had inſpired thoſe re- 
actors. Iſnard and Cadroi were not capable of 
abufing cheir miffion to chis degree; but as 
their aim was to deprefs the ancient terroriſts, 
the new ones thought that if they were not ſup- 
ported, at leaſt they would not be- reſtrained. 
Iſnard has arr ardent and fiery mind; expreffions 
without reflection have eſcaped him, which fan- 
ned the _ of the re- action.“ If you have 
« no arms,” ſaid Iſnard, c fight with the un- 
« buried bones of your fathers.” He was cer- 
tainly in that guilty of imprudence; but the 


re- action would no lefs have taken place, if he 


had not uſed ſuch expreſſi ions. Iſnard muſt re- 
proach himſelf; but the crimes of the ancient 
terroriſts are the primary cauſe of the re- action. 


n reply to Freron is a model of the moſt 
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volcanic, the moſt irreſiſtible, and the moſt vic- 
torious eloquence; it was, in his hands, the club 
of Hercules. Theſe debates, theſe conteſts, 
hand to hand, between Iſnard and Freron“, pro- 
duced alſo againſt the latter a letter ſigned by 
him, which adds to the notions of the abuſe 
which the proconſuls made of their power in 
Robeſpierre's time. We ſhall tranſcribe here 
the letter, ſo important to the hiſtory of thoſe 
calamitous times, when fo many innocent * 
were rt on the ground. 


Sy . 


Lever dated 6th. N voſe, at 7 ear 0 December | 
oh 793). 


ce « Every * goes on ol Sal we have 
« put in requiſition 12,000 maſons of the ſur- 


* ** rounding — for the Purpoſe of de- 


. Tallien and 8 did great ſervice to the 0 on 
the gth Thermidor; it is melancholy to be obliged to re- 
proach them with having too much favoured royaliſm ſince 
that time, and to accuſe Freron of having been too much 
of a terroriſt before. Twenty journals have alſo reproached 
Tallien with having participated in the maſſacres of the zd 
and zu of September. We find that he has attempted to 
reply to thoſe ſerious accuſations; but we do not diſcover 
that he has been able to ſucceed. Leonard Bourdon is in 
the ſame predicament with reſpect to che maſſacres of Ver- 
ſäailles. 

| * 3 | 
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ce; inolithidg. and - razing the town. We have 
ee cut off 200 heads each 2 ſince we entered 


te the town. 35 V BE» ; 
* 1 n een Parson. 


e Ibbekr eden was ed, com- 
manding all the good citizens, upon pain of 
death, to repair to the Champs de Mars; they 
. were ſet in order, and ſhot. The hiſtory is no 

longer. | Le. 


This is again one of thoſe proconſuls who, 
from their youth, acquired the immortality of 
erm. „ . | 
: 3 e have juſt mentioned the conſpiracies in 
the capital, and the movements in the South; 


we have now to ſpeak of the religious, or rather 


irreligious, troubles, for we know nothing more 
impious than intolerance : we do not allude to 
La Vendẽe: General. Hoche has been the for- 
tunate pacifier, as well by his wiſdom as his mili- 
tary exploits; we allude to the memorable ſit- 


ting of the council of ancients on the 8th Fruc- . 


tidor (Auguſt 24). The ſtorms of that ſitting 
were announced, a few days previouſly, by thoſe 
men, for whom the complete freedom of opi- 


nion, and the ſtriking and truly majeſtic calm of 
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deliberation, are alarming ſymptoms of the efta- 
bliſhment of conſtitutional order. The reſult of 
that ſitting was very conſolatory ta the friends 
of the republic, ſince the coyncjl of ancients 
ſhewed themſelves to be a council of real ſages. 
A reſolution. againft the prieſts was diſcuſſed. 
This reſolutipn was in confirmation of the law 
of the zd Brumaire (October 24), which con- 
demned the non-juring prieſts to baniſhment. 
Creuzẽ-Latouche, whoſe character is much 
above any connection with the anarchiſt faction, 
ſuffered himſeif to be miſled by a philoſophical, 
or rather anti · philoſophical fanaticiſm. He re- 
peated all the common- place on the evils to 
which religious differences had given birth; his 
zeal appeared indiſcreet; an almoſt univerſal 
ſentiment of philoſophical and political tolerance 
refuſed him the honours of printing, and made 
the council think that it would be dangerous to 
give a ſort of ſanction to theſe impaſſioned de- 
clamations, whoſe effect is to ſupply religious 
fanaticiſm with her ſtrongeſt arms, at the very 
time that they pretend to bind her in chains. 
This effect is the more inevitable, as it was even 
felt in the midſt of the aſſembly, contrary to the 
intention of the orator. All the paſſions replied 
to the cry of war: neither his philanthropic 
— nor his W for the rejection 
| of | 
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of the Linden. - could deſtroy the venomous: 
effects of his implicit eulogium on intolerance. 
The almoſt ftifled enmities and the revolutionary 
habits of certain members. broke out. The 
printing was demanded with loud outcries, and 
in thoſe diſaſtrous accents, which are no longer 
echoed in the council of the ancients, Rouhaut 
firſt moved the refufal of printing; he ſpoke 
with calmneſs, dignity, and impartiality ; 
deciſton of the council was conteſted with great 


fury : the appel nominal was demanded with 


convulſive motions, and with vociferations which 
afflicted the good citizens, by reminding. them 
of the fatal epochs when there was no mole to 


ſtop the torrent. Lacute, preſuming on the in- 
tention of tlie council, propoſed to yield to the 


demand of the appel nominal, which he knew to 


be illegal and nugatory: ſoon after, Portalis 


ſpoke in reply to the propoſition ſor printing 


and adjourning, which had been repeated by a 


member. He gave way to the emotions of His 
heart; and developed the true principles of to- 
leration. The impreflive and perſuaſive elo- 
quence of Portalis for fome moments ſuſpended 
the violence of the ſtorm, which a former decree 
paſſed on the motion of Lacute for the __ 
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nominal, that was afterwards , conteſted by a 
motion for the order of the day, renewed. it in 
all its fury. Dalphonſe maintained with courage, 
and a juſt ſtrictneſs, the authority of the regu- 
lations, and paid no attention to the decree. 
It. was in the midſt of this confuſion that Le- 
gendre, demanding alſo the appel nominal, con- 
feſſed ingenuouſly, that the majority were againſt 
the printing, on the ſecond appeal, but he doubt- 
ed as to the firſt. At length Dumas re · eſta- 
bliſhed order in the diſcuſſion: he took advan- 
tage of Legendre's confeſſion, and juſtified the 
regularity of the proceedings of the chair: and 
in order to procure a ceſſation of this ſcandalous 
conteſt, and to demonſtrate the will of the ma- 
jority, he demanded that the council ſhould pro- 
ceed to the appel nominal, the reſult of which 


juſtified the deciſion of the preſident.. After this 


reſult had been declared, Baudin des Axdennes 
properly terminated this ſitting, and re-eſtabliſh- | 
ed the conſtitutional mode of deliberation : he 
obſerved that theſe tumultuous demands of the 
appel nominal, after a ſecond experiment, and 
| when there could be no doubt, and thoſe indivi- 
dual inſcriptions of the minority belonged to the 
anarchical code of 1793. Thus terminated this 
very remarkable debate: the diſcuſſion of the 


reſolution: 1 was .continued at the enſuing ſitting, 
At 
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At length this impalitic. reſolution, which, under 


pretence of combating religious Pe" would 
| have re-animated i its rages was ramets 


| Phones feſtivals of each month were ce- To 


lebrated with great pomp. - At the feaſt of old 
age, they crowned, in the theatre of the arts, 
labourers paſt 100 years of age, and Nivernois, 
whoſe fables have juſt been printed. It may be 
juſtly. ſaid of him, Nivernois is yet @ Duke and 
Peer of Parnaſſus. His fables, without being 
able to ſuſtain a compariſon with thoſe of the in- 
imitable La Fontaine, are ſuperior to any thing in 
that. ſpecies of compoſition ſince La F ontaine. 
Ten years ſince, they would not have crowned 
a duke and a peer at the ſame time with a 


labourer; and, two years back, in the time of 


Hebert and Robeſpierre, they would not have 
crowned but guillotined a duke. Niyernois has 
been. fortunate that they looked on him, accord- 
ing to the beautiful expreſſion of Tacitus, as 
innocent in ſpite of his reputation. Chariot, 
foot and horſe races, in the manner of the ancient 
Greeks, were renewed at thoſe feſtivals, That 
circumſtance produced the good effect of attract- 
ing a great concourſe of ſpectators, and of in- 
ſenſibly uniting the minds by the union of the 
perſons of the people. ¶ conomical views, on 
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the part of government, undoubtedly prevented 

Guinguene, the director of the public inftruftion, 
from giving loaſe to his genius. If we always 
imitate, we ſhall never be imitated. When the 
Greeks eſtabliſhed the chariot races, it was when 


chariots armed with ſcythes were uſed in battle. 


The invention of artillery has changed our cuſ- 
tom and our manner of fighting: let us alſo 
change the modes of our national feafts, Have 
we-not ſufficient means of making them at once 


new and intereſting? Might we not decree a 


prize to the engineer who ſhould ſurpaſs the 
others, in the preſence of all the ſpectators? 
Might we not eſtabliſh a naumachy, a ſham 
ſea-· fight? Why not crown the beſt failor, ſince 
| we have already ſeen on the Seine a veſſel with 
| fails? Might not ſtill greater benefits be deriv- 
ed from the acronauts ? In ſhort, would it not 
be much. to the intereſt of amuſement and of 
policy, to. recompenſe thoſe who ſhould preſent 
a gun which would carry the fartheſt, and hit a 
mark with the greateſt accuracy, in the preſence 
of the ſpectators ? Aſſaults, military exerciſes, 
and dances; ſhould terminate the feſtival. It is 
not neceſſary to crown, as has been done, all the 
poets who have written hymns for the republic. 
Nothing does ſo much injury to the progreſs of 
the arts, as crowns laviſhly beſtowed on medi- 
4 | Scrity. 
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ocritys A crowd of obſcure potts, whoſe ſimple 
verſes were known to nohody, have been crown- 
ed: there are but three hyma-makers in the 
number who merited that honour, Lebrun, 
Rouget de Lille, author of the Mar/eiloi/e, and 
Chenier, for his Chant du Depart, the only good 
. of l of 1 nee 


! fk 


5 It is not a matter of — inform 

poſterity, that the author of that civie and war- 
ke ſong, the Marſcilloiſe; of that triumphal 
ſong, which inflamed the courage of our heroes, 
vas alſb one of the victims of the decemviral 
tyranny; our Tyrtæus was throwes into a 
W N 1 1 
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The opening os ths od ſchools was con - 


ducted with great ſalemnity; three prafeſſors, 


Deſpariaux, F ontaines, and Lenoir-Laroche, the 


profeſſors of legiſlation, delivered ſpeeches full 
od n * kung with beauties. | 
Since tha 5550 od 8 attack anode by 
the conſtituent aſſembly on the liberty of con- 
ſcience ; ſince they were guilty of the folly of 
calling certain priefts refractory and rebellious, 
though refraftory perſons cannat be found in a 
ſtate where there is no predominant worſhip ; we 
| muſt 
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muſt always ſpeak of that claſs of men, when- 
ever we come to the narration of our political 
troubles. The queſtion whether the prieſts who 
were in cuſtody ſhould be reſtored. to liberty, was 
agitated in the council of five hundred, Though 
it is true, that it would be dangerous to re- admit 
on a ſudden into the boſom of the ſocial body, 
about 1200 prieſts in actual confinement, (for 
as Pope ſays, God forgives, but prieſts re- 
« venge );“ although the deputy Lanjuinais, 
whoſe: affectionate ſentiments: towards the pro- 
ſcribed prieſts, and whoſe | principles: of juſtice 
and humanity. are well known, wrote from 
Rennes to the executive directory that he was 
compelled to acknowledge, that the prieſts in- 
ceſſantly worked on the public opinion to excite 
troubles; yet it is no leſs certain that juſtice 
oppoſes the farther detention of that claſs of 
men. We do not even believe, though we 
may be in an error, that the legiſlative body 
can do it without deviating from the principles 


of the conſtitution; there are amongſt thoſe 


men, a number of innocent perſons, whoſe: con- 
ſciences are really ſcrupulous. It may be ob- 
jected that the conſtitution of 1795 does not 
oppoſe the execution of the reſtrictive laws of 
former periods. There are two very eaſy 
anſwers to this: the law of the 3d Brumaire, 

(Oct. 
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(Oct. 24,) which put the others in freſh force, 
was poſterior to the conſtitution. This law in 
fact abrogated all the revolutionary meaſures 
againſt the prieſts, by proclaiming the equality 
of rights among the citizens, and diſclaiming 
any eſtabliſhed worſhip ; ſtill further, the laws 
againſt the prieſts were ſo fully abrogated after 
the gth Thermidor, that they only exacted from 
them an oath of ſubmiſſion to the laws of the 
republic; they no longer ſpoke of the ridiculous 
oath to the civil conſtitution of the clergy, | 
The maxim which has been ſo often abuſed, 
that the public ſafety is the ſupreme law, has 
been quoted. In our opinion, the ſafety of the 
people conſiſts in not violating the conſtitution, 
and in founding the government on the eternal 
and immutable principles of juſtice, Byxeſtoring 
thoſe prieſts to liberty, by aſſuring them of 
ſafety and protection by a proclamation, by in- = 
ſerting in the proclamation that thoſe who at- 
tempt to diſturb the public- order ſhall be 
ſeverely puniſhed, by watching over them, and 
generouſly indemnifying them, the intereſts of 
good policy will be reconciled with the laws of 
the conſtitution 2nd the calls of humanity. The 
acquiſition of a great number of theſe unfor- 
tunate octogenaries to the republic will follow, 
| for 
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for intereſt. is the god of all men. By ceaſing 
to perſecute them, you will deprive them of 
their caliſman, and their magic power; by pu- 
miſhing ; all the agitators of diſturbances; you 
will no longer confound the innocent with the 
guilty. Even if the public welfare were to 
fuffer in ſome caſes, the violation of the con- 
ſtitution would be a ſtill greater evil. The con- 
ſtitution is the iron bar on which even political 
reflections muſt be broken to pieces; it is the 
barrier which muſt not be paſſed; it is our re- 
gulator. A convention alone would have the 
right, if there can be a right of confounding 
the innocent with the guilty. Let us never 
forget the maxim of J. J. Rouſſeau, I would 


41 not wiſh for. liberty, if it were to coſt one 


« innocent man his life.” Recollect that a 
government may do every thing, if it-be con- 
ſcious of its force; that i it can do nothing if it 
diſcovers the leaſt ſymptom of fear, or if it 
ſuffers its weakneſs to be eee 


1 A" were made on the fubjeed.; * the 
prieſts, on the ſubje& of the ſimple queſtion, 
ſeveral of which laſted ſeveral hours: We are 
in the age of long ſpeeches: the Areopagus of 
Athens was wiſer: the advorates and orators of 
that 
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that time were interdicted from all the inſidious 
arts of eloquence *. e ee 


They baniſhed phyſicians from the Roman 
republic; if they do not baniſh in like manner 
the orators from modern republics, they ought 
at leaſt to forbid thoſe firebrands of an 
aflembly, thoſe babblers which have only half 
knowledge, ſtill more dangerous than a timid 
ignorance, thoſe bragging empyrics, after whom 
the wiſe, and well informed man dares not ſpeaks, 
becauſe he has not the popular favour, from 
making long. declamations and tedious ha- 
rangues. We know that the multizude, and 
every aſſembly reſembles more or leſs a multi- 
tude, always favours Charlatans. Phocion ſee- 
ing himſelf applauded by the people, aſked if 
he had uſed any fooliſh expreſſion. Pliny wrote 
to his friend Maximus, Will you know what 
« orator is the moſt applauded, it is not he who 
ec ſays the beſt things; it is he who babbles the 
© moſt, who has the ſtrongeſt lungs, and if 
„ you will, the moſt elegance.” It was the 
orators who ruined the Grecian republics. They 


The ancient orators and hiſtorians,” another ſpecies of 
orators, who have filled their hiſtories witlf falſe harangues, 
have boaſted of the governments which were favourable to 

. they have paſſed lightly over the troubles and the 
misfo tunes of the people. 


gave 
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gave them up to the Macedonian power: thoſe 
men, ordinarily impetuous, ſubdued the others. 
| Obſerve again, that true eloquence does not 
conſiſt in long diſcourſes on ſubje&s which do 
not admit of them. Phocion's axe produced 
greater effects than the orations of Demoſthenes, 
the leaſt verboſe of all the orators, I had almoſt 
| faid of declaimers. It is above all in an aſ- 
ſembly of legiſlators, which ſhould be compoſed 
of ſages and philoſophers, of Solons and Ly- 
curguſes, that I obſerve with grief, a war of 
words, where all queſtions ſhould be put in the 
' moſt ſimple point of view, and explained with 
all the clearneſs and preciſion of the ſtricteſt 
logic, and the reaſons for and againſt ſhould 
be advanced without any other art or ornament 


| a than the ſolidity of the reflections. Some of 


our legiſlators too often reſemble thoſe advocates 


of whom Martial ſays, © They ſell their anger 


« to a party, that is to ſay, their vociferations 

« and their words: iras et verba locant. 1 
- ſhould be glad if it were the uſage, or the fa- 
ſhion to ſay, © Such a one ſpoke well, becauſe 
be he has, been the moſt preciſe.” Our orators 
are content if they can electrify an aſſembly, 
and ſet. the atmoſphere on fire. The glory 

would be much greater, a greater good would 
be done, by calming and reſtraining it within 
: the 
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the bounds of a grave and majeſtic delibera- 
tion; but theſe orators are ordinarily legaliſts 
and philoſophiſts, not philoſophers. They are 
greedy of reputation, rather than real lovers of 
the public good. The deſpotiſm of oratory 
is perhaps the moſt fatal of all in its conſe- 
N „„ | | 


' hall produte a Airiking a of 155 
danger of eloquence in an aſſembly: that ex- 
ample will prove alſo that Laconiciſm produced a 
much greater effect. Rome had an orator, who 
already had equal influence with Cicero, and 
who would have eclipſed him perhaps, if a pre- 
mature death had not cut him off in the flower 
of his age; his name was Licinius Calvinus. He 
was one day pleading an unjuſt cauſe for a man 
* the name of Ventidius. The adverſe party 


* 1 . one day a well-informed and ae 
deputy, why he did not offer his reflections to the conven- 
tion? “ There are, ſays he, a dozen Who monopolize 
« the tribune. As they paſs for good ſpeakers, the public 
10% are infatuated with them; they deafen inſtead of con- 
« vincing and perſuading ; that is what is neceſſary for the 
« tribunes and the multitude ; they poſſeſs an impudence 
„ which I have not; they famine; mouth by ſaying the 
* patriots do not chooſe it, I know not by what right or title 
e theſe excluſives pretend to be more patriotic than I, if it 
«© be not becauſe they are ſtained with the blood of their 
«« fellow-citizens and of their colleagues,” 

Vol. IT, RE 998 was 


* 


434 SECKET HISTORY or THE 


was on the point of being condemned, when he 
exclaimed, Muſt I loſe my cauſe becauſe I 


c have not a Licinius for my a advocate? 


Theſe words made the . reflect, and he 
gvined. his cauſe. 


We ſhould defire, 12 * orator ſhould be- 
gin his ſpeech by ſaying, © I ſhall be ſhort, 
* becauſe I wiſh to diſcuſs, and not to diſpute ; 
« ] ſhall be moderate, becauſe 1 believe my 


.« reaſons are good. There are two ſorts of 


« Laconiciſm, the one of words, the other of 
en things; I ſhall obſerve them both. 2 


2 


We cannot conclude this article, without 


bringing forward a reflection, which appears to 
us to deſerve attention. The Grecian orators 
and hiſtorians inceſſantly laviſhed encomiums 


on a pure democracy, on a pretended popular 
government, without taking notice otherwiſe 
than ſlightly of the diſorders, which are the con- 


ſequence: the reaſon is, that the people, who, 


when they are not miſled, wiſh only for” true 


liberty, that is to ſay, for quiet and ſecurity, 


are regarded as nothing; and that a pure de- 
money is the pm of declaimers, 


1 


The object of this all 8 to expatiate | 


1 nond on the police — laws. of the country, 


than 
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than on the military tranſactions, we ſhall con- 
tent ourſelves with giving a ſlight ſketch of the 
preſent campaign. We have already given an 
account of the brilliant ſucceſs of Buonaparte in 
Italy, in the table we have given of our vic- 
tories up to the preſent time. The Emperor 
has ſeen, without any ſymptom of alarm, three 

armies advancing at once towards his capital: and 
this magnanimous firmneſs will do him honour 
in the eyes of poſterity. A relaxation of diſci- 
pline for a moment introduced itſelf into the im- 
mortal army of the Sambre and Meuſe; it fell 
back, and leſt the no leſs immortal army of the 
Rhine expoſed to the enemy. Moreau. raiſed 
his glory to the ſummit by a ſkilful retreat, which 
equalled, and perhaps ſurpaſſed, the moſt, brilliant 
military operations of this war. Contending with 
the united. obſtacles of every ſpecies, he opened 
a paſſage for his troops through the armies which 
hemmed him in, attacked him on all ſides, and 
cut off all his communications. He had written 
| that the Emperor — not long hold out“. 


England | 


- Kleber pads Jourdan. It Is wide that ths; 

latter owed all his glory to the former. Jourdan is ſaĩd to be 

more of a ſoldier than a general; we leave it to military men 
to determine whether this be, calumny. 


we cannot deſiſt from making one melancholy reflection! 


e was abandoned becaaſe he did-chooſe to march into 
#72 | | the 
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England has juſt ſent a ſplendid embaſſy to the; 
directory. Corſica was lately reſtored to us; 
every thing preſaged a general peace. May this 
animating hope be ſoon realized! May reſtora- 
ive/ peace ſtop à greater. effuſion of hyman 


blood 1 We haſten to relate a fact which at 
once honours our rivals, to whom we ought to 


be juſt, and Marceau, ons pf our generals, who 


died on the 4th ſupplementary: day of the 4th 


year, (Sept. 19, 1796,) of the wounds he had re- 
ceived inthe battle of Altenkirchen. He was fcarce- 
ly twenty: ſeuen years old, but already had ſeve- 


ral victories obtained in La Vendee, and twa ſkil- 


ful campaigns on the banks of the Rhine, aſſigned 
him an-eminent rank among the beſt generals in 


this war. Prince Charles, who knows how to 


honour merit and bravery even in the perſons of 


EE Lian es dat as Os EY 3 FI 
his enemies; and the Auſtrians who,' in general, 


entertain ſimilar ſentiments,” united with che 
French folders in paying Marceau all the funeral 


| honours of which he was xe . ſublime. 


Gn ail nity 101 


we desert and A of he * mountains and . ; 


and Jourdan, for having failed in this very plan, which ap- 
Pears ta us to have 1 hs Hay! as ow” 
voce wes left, behind. M 51 0 icy ks 


„ This happy peace - wilt put an 0 0 to * tioning 
laws of Brumaire, ſince thoſe meafures are to ceaſe at that 


period; The objects of them' will undoubtedly manifeſt by 


their pradent condutt that they were not neceſſary. ; 
ens an 
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and affecting event, bot unfortunately almwſt the | 

ſingle inſtance in hiſtory. It brings to our re- 
collection ———— nn for: 1 thank 
of Torenne. % e ar, 1 


; 


8 we 1 8 that. we. e ſhould 
| bring this hiſtory down no further than Nov. 1, 
1 7965 yet we have thought proper to extend ĩt 
to the 5th of December, that we may give an 
account of che laſt deciſions relative to the law of 
the 3d Prumairez and eſpecially for the purpoſe 
of - noticing the ever memorable victory at Ar- 
cole; that victory which bas decided the fate of 
Italy, and even of France, by the impulſe it will 
give to the negociations for peace. It is not in 
our plan to enter minutely into military details, 
unleſs they preſent us with any remarkable ſin- 
gularities. This battle preſents us with ſeveral, 
which raiſes the glory. of the day to a ſuperiority 
over that of Caſtiglione and Lodi, The firſt 
ſingularity is, that the poſt of Arcole was carried, 
though our | ſoldiers , were intimidated by the 
danger of paſſing the impracticable marſhes 
which defend Arcole, or of approaching the 
bridge under the enemy's cannon; ſo much were 
they alarmed, that General Angereau, ſeizing a 
flag, and having carried it to the extremity of the 
e remained there ſeveral minutes without 
bt n 


/ 
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producing the ſmalleſt effect · The ſecond ſingu- 
larity is, that the left wing of the enemy was driven 
back, ſhaken, and put in diſorder, by twenty - five 
men only of the company of guides, who came 
down on the enemy's infantry, ſounding ſeveral 
trumpetg. One does not know which to admire 
moſt in Buonaparte, whether his extreme bravery, 
| his preſence of mind, or the fkil}-and ſubtlety of 
His manceuvres. Twelve or fifteen generals or 
officers of his etat-major were killed; ſublimely 
devoting themſelves, a circumſtance whieh makes 
this victory very memorable. The enemy loſt 
4000 men who lay dead on the field of battle, and 
about '5000 who were taken priſoners ;- they alſo 
loſt four ſtandards and eighteen pieces of cannon. 
Generals ' Maſſena and Angereau ably ſupported 
Buonaparte, and acquired equal renown, © The 
great Condé at the age of two-and- twenty 
gained the battle of Rocroi. Buonaparte at 
the age of about fix-and-twenty has gained 
the battles of Caſtiglione, Lodi, and Areole. 
When he was ſetting out to take the command of 
the army, ſomebody: ſaid to him, You are 
re very young to undertake the duties of a com- 
e mander. D hope,” replied he, to re- 
ee turn very old.“ He has kept his word, for a 
hero's years are reckoned only by his victories. 
We may look upon him as a Frenchman. M. 
de — during his command in Corſica, at- 

tached 
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tached himſelf to- Madame Buonaparte ; when 
he was on the point of returning to France, he 
prevailed on her to fix her reſidence there. Ma- 
dame Buonaparte, in fact, came to ſettle in France 
with her family. Buonapatte received all his 
education in France; he particularly devoted 
himſelf to mathematics, and diſtinguiſhed him - 
ſelf at ſchool by his genius in that branch which 
relates to artillery. It may be ſeen from thence 
that he is not the pupil of any general, and that 
he has been an old captain, like Condé, from his 
youth. The campaigns of Buonaparte in Italy, 
of Pichegru, Jourdan, Dugommier, and the 
greater number of our generals, ſeem to belong 
(ſo brilliant and extraordinary have they been) 
to the times of the fairies, or at leaſt to the age of 
8 the Bayaeda ond. gf chivalry: , ee 


"The Jaw of the 3d Brumaire (oa. 24) has | 
been diſcuſſed in the council of five hundred; A 
decree was paſſed, in conſequence, which ſeems 
to be agreeable to Juſt princi iples. Each party 
has gained and loſt a little ground. The am- 
neſty has been extended to all the revolutionary 
offences up to the 4th. Brumaire of the 5th year 
(08. 25, 1796); but the proviſions of the law 
of the 3d Brumaire, relative to the relations of ay 

- emigrants, have been obſerved, although, as we 0 
: FF 4 / thinks = 


29 
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think, the faults arc putely/perſonal,: T be law 
of the 3d Brumaire has allo been extended to the 
ex: conſtitutionals who art under any accuſation; 
A cornmittee-has been formed fur the purpoſe of 
making new regulations for the nonjuring prieſts. 
Whether 'the council of ancients. do or de not 
adopt theſe different reſolutions; Wei ſtill perſſt in 
Aying, that the greateſt danger is to give the d 
ample of malting any attack on rhꝭ oomſtitutiolx; 
this: great bufineſs ſhould be ſettletl by one word. 
Is. the law of the gd Brotyair®'comftirutipnal of 
nb? Confortiable'th the rigid rules of juſtitu or 
no? In the latte / cut there is: nã midde oobrie 
ts be taken; juſticez and, itt this inſtaner, good 
ad RO knows tone; Dis; zl 19 of) 
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This reſtburive adds BLU 2 — th a 


formalities to thoſe of the, 1 law of, the 3d Bru- 
maire ; \ the council of : ancients bas adopted it; 
its motive was, that ie 1s beft to chooſe the feat | 
of two evils, and that having only the "choice, of 
two S nes Ron modes of Acting, i it was ne⸗ 
ceflaryt to prefer that, which, by excludi ing from 
the public fundtions till the time - of p peace, thoſe } 
whom the law of the 3d Brurnaife excludes, ex- 
755 that excluſion to thoſe who were bicluded 
in the amneſty, and the ex-coliveptionals and other 


rerroriſts, whole crimes have been marked by 
the 


£5 


raren KSVOLUPION; 
che public opinion. Moreover/If it is clear that 
the law of the zd Brurkaire is unconſtitutional, it 
is, perhaps, no lefs Meir that the reſolution 


which has been juſt adopted violates the conti 


_ ration; Baudin des Ardennes, Depot de Ne-. 
mours, Trongen du Coudray, Portals, and Mu! 
raire; are thoſe who in the counetl of ancients difi. 


played the moſt eloxfuerice arid (Gund reaſoning 


on this diſcuffion. The ſittings were ſerious, 
mazeſtic, and ſtriking; and we fhaff fay with the 
learned and judicious editors of the Decade pÞilo/o- 
pbigue, that we khow many exdellent republicans 


among thoſe who vored agaltift rhe teſdlution, as 
well as among thoſe who voted in its favour, Let * 


us take great care not t6 do ihjuſtive, as has been 


hitherto but too much the caſe, to thoſe who dit. 
fer with us in i opinion. _ 


+» a 
14 ni - , 
* 


At the moment in which we have brought 
this work to a concluſion, the abuſes reſulting 
from the liberty of the preſs are more than ever 
complained of. There are two very ſimple means 


of remedying them; the one is, to deeree that a 
calumniator ſhould undergo the ſam puniſhment 


as would have been inflicted on the calumniated, 
if guilty; the other, ſtilt more ſimple, more cer- | 


_ tain; and leſs arbitrary; is to imitate the wiſdom of 
the conſtituent a who ſuffered the moſt 
virulent 


44t 
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virulent declamations . themſelves to "Y 
fold in their very ptecincts; to paſs only. good 


las, and to oppoſe jouhal to journal. They 
have alſo leſt the reſource of poſting up over the 
whole - republic official bulletins; a meaſure 
much ſuperior to that of perſecution. We can- 
not better conclude this article, than by making 
an extract from ſome juſt reflections, written wi ith 
all the fire of eloquence, and inſerted in the Jour- 
| nal de Matin, hy Emeri, on the 13th Brumaire 
of the Sth year, (Nov. 3, 17 96,) although this 
date exceeds by three days the period to whieh 
we hi propped to cgnſne: our et 
20 You who turn pale,” toys 5 cc at a an n epi- 
a gram; you whom cenſure irricates *, repel. it 
« by laudable actions; the poiſon which a journ- 
o 42 may have poured on your conduct, will 


. why mould: not we re, as the Romas bad. poblie 
cenſors, not for the writers, but for the public fanRionaries? 
D Emperor of China is the 2 who has official 


* xr 4% 5p 


able to —— the cenfors, or to impoſe ſilenee on them. It 
is almoſt the only ancient public right which the Chineſe ſtill 
retain; but they have preſerved. it entire, and it compen- 
| ates for almoſt all they bave loſt, This ſtriking and auguſt 
_ employ is entruſted only to literary men, or mandhrins of 
an — merit. There is a council of cenſors at 


Al ee 5 
5 ce then 


— 
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I then flow back into his veinsz but if you only 
t. open baſtilles, and, make cannons roar, the 
« « public opinion wil incruſh you under the very 
0 canopy of pride, and i in the entrenchments of 
| « deſpotiſm. The eye of truth will, in ſpite of 
«. your oppoſition, trace all the ſteps of ini- 
equity, and lay open the folds of your hearts. 
ce It will ſerutinize your actions, and futurity 
« will diſcover the crimes locked up in your 
« breaſts... Cenſure i is a hot iron, which liberty 
5 « deſtines to che employ of branding the fore- 
4 © heads of the guilty ; 3 a ſalutary cup, fit to diſ- 
« perſe the fumes. of the intoxication.of power; 
of a rampart againſt tyranny, and the ſtrong ar- 
e mour of the weak. What! ſhall political ; 
& caprice deſtroy the germ of my thoughts, and thy 
« ſtifle my fighs in my boſom! If the ſeal of 
3s; deſpotiſm be applied to my mouth, who then 
e will venture to exhale the indignation which 
« vice excites? Who will make the executioner 
ie hear the cries of the innocent blood which he 
cc has ſhed? Who. will inoculate thoſe ſouls of 
1 braſs, which the law'purifies, and the univerſe 
c accuſes, with the poiſon of remorſe ? It i is 
e the office of cenſure to fix ſtamp on infamy 
a and corruption. We are perpetually told of tlie 
* ect due to property. - + Well! I have no my i l | 
offer than my thoughts: if you bind them in 1 10 
cc chains, 4 
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«4 chains, I ä a Hive; you detach me fromthe | 
*cauft of frerdom, aud I owe 10 Tonger ay 
% ching to thy cböntry. MF you caſt me into 2 
& dungeon for Bavibg written whit F tkR ; my 
4 thobghts, Ice che lightning which plerteb the 
* clouds, wilf burſt through: the walls by which 
<0 pon thought to incfofe me; this will Excite 
& the indignatlon of a juſt age in my favour, and 
« the foirids of ttiy voice will be profonged by T 
« ths eclibes''of poſterity which witf be yoür 
e jadpe. Legiflatbfs, do not forget that; ſur- 
. Foudded ad you ate with 4 thobfind perils, 
4 you 5 tice of the counſels of vpn bp I- 
had 0b.“ * it] 9 20 | my 


23 


as. 


We Gdiitivt'dvoi@ cading nates: It 
n, at by Rmiting the Nberty of the prefs, a 

ufter may be expbſed to perſecution; for an op- 
mon which after wardz may be . alid 


ache RHODE ct bu 1 Th, 


4 21 


_——_ wal ſues, bee td 1 500 
Bk bo is to: femedy the abuſes of the preſs; By 
means of eke preſs itſelf, withovr atreſt, without 
prefecution, dud without oppreſſtion: Wat 
Aronger tampart ean be found ſor liberty? What 
Petter means can ou? goverhors diſcover of prö- 
er by a number of fine ſenticiients; and of pie- 
: venting 
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venting. exploſions, often low, but inevitable 
when not foreſeen? Mis affosds an opportunity 
of enjoying one of the moſt delightful pleaſures 
af which man is capable, that of following na- 
ture in her eternal combinations; of diſcavering 
and obſerving the delicate conneQion of her va» 
rious relations. Revolutions have an -influencg 
on revolutions, ages on ages, and governments on 
manners. Prieſts and tyrants, above all, have 
depraved the minds and hearts of nations from 
one pole to the other; they have paralyſed their 
genius and degraded their character; but nature, 
always alive and inceſſantly in motion, produces 
the greateſt effects from ſlight, and, apparently, 
indifferent cauſes. & ſingle man, John Gut- 
temberg, who made the firſt typographical eſſays 
at Mayence, has changed the whole univerſe. 
The ſpectacle of that man, too little known, 
| ſmiling | in his workſhop at the diſcovery of his 
moveable alphabet, is worthy of a philoſopher. 
Even thoſe people who will be the laſt to ſhake 
off oppreſſion, and to procure good laws for 
themſelves, becauſe they have had expert tyrants 
who let their yoke be felt only inſenſibly, and be- | 
cauſe they have been enervated, as at Venice; . 
ſealts, games, and maſquerades, will, by de 
perceive the abject nature of ſlavery, and oh 
| awake ning vin he due to Guttemberg · The 
nations, 


* 
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nations, alſo, whoſe moral death is leſs confirmed 

decauſe they are ruled with a rod of iron, arid 
becauſe more timid tyrants do not cover their 
chains with flowers, will be born again to liberty 
by means of the preſs. All the crimes of tyrants 
will ſoon be expiated; thought can never die; 
it is, whatever may be done to injure it, from this 
time, eternal and indeſtructible. Foor- and- 

twenty moveable letters have worked this mi- 
racle ; the extenſion of knowledge is certain; 
that will put an end to the delirious exploſions of 
fanaticiſm, and the enterpriſes of all the enemies 
of public and private liberty. © 


Concluſion and Recapitulate of the Wark. 


We have, at length, completed the immenſe 
taſk we impoſed on ourſelves, of tranſmitting to 


our deſcendants the hiſtory of our revolution 


down to the pteſent time. If we have erred in 
our judgment and our refletions, we are fore, at 
leaſt, of having faithfully related the moſt im- 


portant facts. Nothing now remains but 
to make a rapid and conciſe ſketch of this 


long ſeries of events, ſo inſtructive, ſo various, 
and fo curious, both for poſterity and our con- 


temporaries. Now it is, that, like the eagle 


which ſoars to the height of the ſun, the nearer 
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fell in their turn. Danton, Marat, and Rabe- 
| un completed the exhauſtion of q Orleans 
they to ponihrens. - We have Hon how far 
the firſt conſtituent aſſembly was wrong in at- 
| racking : all the abuſes, all orders, and all claſſes at 
once; in decreeing the impolitic oath which was 
required of the prieſts ; and, in ſhort, in irritating 
all the paſſions, in making all intereſts claſh : 
gether, and filling the — with malcontents, 
contrary to the maxim of Rouſſeau: contrary to 
the maxim of common ſenſe. We have de- 
monſtrated the faults and impolitic infatuation of 
the court, the. nobility, and the clergy. The 
Orleaniſt faction, their crimes, and the horror 
which they inſpired augmented the diſcontents. 
Marat and Robeſpierre, the Jacobins and the 
Cordeliers governed by them, and the Mountain 
in the convention, raiſed it to its greateſt height, 
and made thoſe mere royaliſts who, under a good 
government, would have been the beſt republicans, 
by their reign of blood. The throne was over- 
turned by the thunder of the 10th of Auguſt; 
its hereditary poſſeſſor was no more; the Or- 
leaniſt faction ſtill exiſted, but at length it fell 
8 with its infamous chief under the decemviral dicta- 
torſhip, which ſported with men and with the 
. laws, The convention, in general, was not, per- 
| haps, 
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us over this extenſive region df” virtue and vice, 
of ſucceſs and diſaſters, of glory and infamy, 
of abuſes reformed and ſucceeded by tilt 


greater, of good and bad inſtitutions, of true and 
ſeigned conſpiracies, of licentiouſneſs and ty- 
ranny, of treachery and generous ſacrifices, of 
falſchood and truth, of audacity and weakneſs, of 


the moſt fooliſh improvidence and the moſt pro- 
found policy; in ſhort, of light and darkneſs. 


4 5 We have ſeen that the revolution was the daugh- 
ter of philoſophy and crime; that inſurrection 


derived its birth partly from oppreſſion, and 


parly from the faction of d' Orleans. That prince 


was the primum mobile of the revolution, not ſo 


much from his own views, as becauſe he was 
made the tool of ambitious men, who uſed his 


name, his credit, and his money, to anſwer their 


own purpoſes. Surrounded by Laclos and other 
miſereants of his ſtamp, and governed by Mirabeau, 


and even by la Fayette, at the commencement 
of our political ſtorm; and abandoned by them 
after the night between the 5th and 6th of October, 
and forgotten till 1792, we have ſeen that he ter 


| minated his career by falling a ſacrifice to the 


party which had ſwallowed up all the others, al- 
though he had pretended, in order to ſave him- 


ſelf, to join that party, whoſe chiefs afterwards 
fell 
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haps, badly compoſed ; it diſplayed great talents, 
pure intentions, and a tried civiſm; fo that all 
the crimes were the work of a factious minority, 
who always paralyſed the efforts and deſigns of 
virtue by the impudence of vice. The deputa- 
tion of Paris, more eſpecially, contained, at that 
time, a a ſmall number of men worthy of their 
ſituation. The reſt were dæmoniacs, ignorant 
wretches, Septembrizers, and plunderers of. the 
wardrobe of the crown ; ; at their head were Dan- 
ton, Marat, and- Robeſpierre; theſe three men, 
theſe three monſters preſided at the maſſacres of 
September. Marat ſaid publicly, that France 
was ruined, if he did not take on himſelf the 
fole direction of affairs. Danton, ſtill more vo- 
luptuous and indolent than ambitious, did not 
_ aſpire to the chief rank; he ſought only to ac- 
quire power enough to aſſure him of impunity. 
As to Robefpierre, he could never deny that 
Panis, one of his confidants, as he came out 
from this ſame Robeſpierre's with Barbaroux, 
Maid-to the latter, That is the man whom we muſt 
raiſe to the didtatorſbip. Robeſpierre, therefore, 
proſcribed Barbaroux, and ſaved Panis. The 
- convention had ardered Garat, the miniſter of 
Juſtice, to pfoſecute the authors of the maſſacres 
of the 2d of September : the ovilty then made 
the firſt eſſay of that ſyſtem of terror, by the aid 
_ VOL, II. T as of 
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of which they overcame a great number of de- 
puties, virtuous, enlightened, nay even cou- 
rageous and energetic, but too "confident, and 
"incapable of conceiving the whole extent of 
crime, whom the moſt laudable of motives, the 
love of peace, inſpired with a moderation, of which 
the guilty did not fail to take advantage, The 
leaders of the ſections, the agitators of the peo- 
ple, were put in motion; the municipality of 
Paris was devoted to them. Audacious petitions 
were preſented; the convention relaxed; and the 
decree againſt the authors of the maſſacres was 
not reported, but indefinitely ſuſpended. The 
factious, from that moment, were in poſſeſſion 
of the thermometer of the aſſembly. The king's 
trial took place: then the line of ſeparation be- 
tween the two ſides of the aſſembly was irrevo- 

cably marked out; then, more eſpecially, was 
the influence of terror tried with ſtill greater 
ww audacity. It was not, however, the liſt of the 
votes for or againſt the death of the king, which 
ſerved to fix this line of demarcation : ſeveral 
deputies, whoſe ruin the factious meditated, voted 
ſor the death: they were to be - found out of 
that liſt; they preferred; inſtead of that of the 

| ſuffrages, the one of the appeal to the people, 
| in which they were almoſt all included. The 
| | ſyſtem of terror and blood was continually. in- 
| | s _ . creaſing, 
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creaſing, becauſe vice always ſtands in need of 
freſh crimes t confirm the ſucceſs of the fitſt, 
Already had Marat ſpoken of cutting off 2000 
heads; already had Robeſpierre declared that 
the richeſt man ought not to poſſeſs more than 
an income of 3000 livres (125 1. fterliog); al- 
ready had they x les of that 
deſtructive government, which was afterwards 
developed under the name of revolutionary go-. 
vernment. It was this fear, unhappily but too 
well founded, of the Agrarian law, which contri- 
buted to Vandaliſe the weſt of France, to Chou- 
anniſe or royaliſe Lyons, Marſeilles, and Tou- 
lon. The crimes of the procobſuls, of thoſe 
tigers at whoſe remembrance we bluſh at being 
men, completed the revolt of, all minds. We 
have ſeen that the factious Mountaineers had 
plotted the ſlaughter of the ſound part of the 
convention on the 1oth of March *. This con- 


TT . * 


* The following is an exact notion of the manner in which 
that plot was defeated. There was then at Paris a battalion 
of the volunteers of Finiſterre, which, together with 60 or 
80 from Nantes, formed a corps of 500 men. Kervelegan, 
one of the deputies in the majority, went and--awoke the 
commander : the battalion were ſoon on foot, and were pre- 
_ pared to march with their cannon to the aſſiſtance of the 
convention. The conſpirators were no ſooner informed of 
the intentions of the Bretons, than they immediately dif- 
perſed ; and' Pache, took the merit of having prevented this 
: conſpiracy, which he ſecretly ſeconded, as be did afterwards 

that of the I a a 
cor | ſpiracy 


- 
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ſpiracy was defeated ; but they ſoon planned an- 
other, which broke out on the 3 iſt of May, 
and the 1 and ad of June; diſaſtrous days, 
which were the epoch of the moſt monſtrous, 
the moſt unexampled, the moſt execrable and 
inconceivable tyranny. The proſcribed deputies 
| were accuſed of attempting to kindle the flames 
ok a civil war. Biroteau, however, had quitted 
Lyons, becauſe he had remarked in the chiefs 
the true ſpirit of royalty. Buzot's attachment 
to royalty. was a clumſily contrived fable. In 
the department of Calvados, the proſcribed re- 
jected the propoſals of genvon W to treat 
wich England. | | 


It will be Bly conchddel; that the firſt 


and third aſſembly did both _w and evil, and 
Jie oY —_— but eril. | | 


- The reader will wt thi | ſeveral revolu- 
tions in our revolution. They form ſo many 
principal epochs. What ſea has been apitated 
by ſo many tempeſts ? What nation has ſuffered 

Jo many ſhocks, in ſo ſmall a number of years, 
from ſuch political ſtorms, or been ſo torn by 
factions, a prey to ſo many convulſions, attacked 
7 by ſo many enemies from within and without, 


betrayed, mutilated, and decimated by its repre- 
x: 50 ſentatives ? 
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ſentatives? How many conſpiracies, how many 

re- actions, have we ſucceſſively developed? Nei- 
ther the attempts of. the court to diſſolve the 
States General, the famous ſitting or retreat to 


the Tennis-court, the 5th and 6th of October, 


the 1oth of Auguſt, the king's. trial, the con- 
ſpiracy of the 31ſt of May, the fitting of the 
gth Thermidor, nor the days of Germinal, 
Prairial, and Vendemiaire, will ever be forgot- 
ten. Thobgh the re- actors always attempted 
to envelope themſelves in the thickeſt clouds ; 
though it was their conſtant policy to attribute 
their own furious conduct to the oppoſite party; 
though, in ſhort, the greater part of the plots, 
particularly in later times, were formed by the 
anarchiſts, with whom the royaliſts were united, 
or by royaliſts with the aſſiſtance of ſome anar- 
cClhiſts, we think we have ſufficiently explained all 
the facts, to leave no doubt on that ſubject “. 


It has been ſaid, in a journal, that Baudin, deputy of 


the Ardennes, had uttered, when ſpeaking of the 5th and 
13th Fructidor, theſe remarkable words: To conciliate 

« the intereſts of the convention with thoſe of the people.“ 
«« Their intereſts,” then, adds the journaliſt, © were not 


* the ſame; and this confeſſion will not be loſt for hiſtory.” 


We have ſcrupulouſly examined, not only the report made 
by Baudin in the name of the committee of eleven, but alſo 
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It has been. particularly attempted to prove tha. 
there was no plot in Vendemiaire, or that the 
Pariſians were all Vendemiairiſts; it has even 
been ſaid, that the leaders of the convention and 
the Jacobins had framed that plot, if one exiſted. 
The juries, which acquitted thoſe who eſeaped 
at the time of the military commiſſion, which 
condemned ſome to death, afterwards declared, 
that there was no conſpiracy againſt the con ven- 
tion in Vendemiaire. We reſpect the intentions 
of the jurors, we believe them to have been 
pure; we have particularly ſeen, with ſatisfac- 
tion, that they ſought to throw a veil over that 
lamentable day, They thought, probably, that 
the ſections having had ſome excellent citizens 
and good republicans at their head, if there were 
any marked royaliſts among the chiefs, they 
could not puniſh the one and pardon the other 
for the fame offence. Theſe juries, with reaſon, 
believed that they ought to incline to mercy ; 
. that enough of innocent blood had already been 
ſhed ; and that a general oblivion was the only 
mean of ſtifling enmity and ſuppreſſing reſent- 


the ſpeech he ſince delivered in the legiflative body. Not 
a ſingle phraſe eſcaped him which gives the ſmalleſt colour 
to this imputation. This is, however, the manner in which 
the beſt deputies are calumniated, and in which it is at- 
tempted to deceive poſterity, 

ment. 


+4 lican, who had uniformly oppoſed the Mountain, : 
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ment *, „. As to the plot, it is unfortunately but 
too true that it exiſted f. The ſections did not 
conſpire, nor even all the chiefs; but the royal- 
iſts, and perhaps ſome Jacobins, or ci-devant 
members of the ancient revolutionary commit- 
tees, and ſome pure but over- zealous and unen- 
lightened republicans, led them to this miſchiev- 
ous meaſure. We have already ſaid, that thoſe 
are moſt in the wrong, who, calumniating before- 
hand the new third, planned the decrees of the 
5th and 13th Fructidor (Avguft 22 and 30); 
part of them from the thirſt of power, and part 
to eſcape the chaſtiſement they deſerved. It 
has been ſeen that there exiſted a triumvirate, 
compoſed of Sieyes, Louvet, and Chenier ; to 
whom may be added Tallien, and ſome others. 
Sieyes, fold or devoted by turns to d'Orleans, 
Robeſpierre, the ancient Mountain, and the 
Mountaineers who are ſtill in office, is a man 
of a haughty and | ag character, but timid in 


* This laſt motive makes us deſire a general amneſty, 
even for the September murderers, | 


+ There was ſo manifeſtly a plot, that the deputy M 
ſac, a man of integrity, and a true and enlightenec 


on the 13th Vendemiaire (October 4), I ax 
* my poſt, almoſt with a certainty of deſtru 
« friends that I die contented, if France a 
„„ are ſaved.” 
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the time of danger. He was a canon before the 
revolution. Mirabeau ſaid that his filence was 
a public calamity ; ; the decrees of the 5th and 
13th Fructidor prove that his works and his 
thoughts, rather than his filence, were a public 
misfortune *; thoſe decrees have cauſed it to be 
aid of him, and with ſome foundation, though 
with a little exaggeration, that he never dreamed 
but of a crime, or the diſaſters of a nation, 
Others have called him the Ariftides of our 
days; aſſuredly, this is to profane that name, . 
We, who judge men only by their actions, ſay 

that he is a Proteus, who, through fear or am- 
bition, has often changed his party. We ſay that 
the public ſafety ought not to be hazarded by pro- 
poſing the revolutionary decrees, of which he 
has given the ideas ; becauſe, though they may 
perhaps be neceſſary, the fear of a danger, often 
imaginary, ought not to expoſe us to more cer- 
tain dangers: that is what cauſed the blood of 


codur brethren to flow in Vendemiaire that blood 


Which nothing can redeem and for which nothing 


yes 1s a man of very trifling literary acquirements, 
pund, though obſcure metaphy ſician, and a great 
We have ſeen him ſmile with contempt at per- 
ed Engliſn literature. We have nobody, how - 
2 to Bacon, nor even to Newton, who, in our. 
fo great a genius as Bacon, 


can 
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ean compenſate, If revolutignary meaſures are 


once permitted in the name of the public ſafety, 


this pretext will always be in readineſs: there 
vill be no bounds which will not be overleaped. 
Sieyes is a very profound thinker ; but he has 
at all times ſhewn too great an inclination to 
fupport the party which he thought the ſtrongeſt, 
Louvet is an ambitious man, who is always full 
of his on reputation, and always thinks of him- 
ſelf, and nothing elſe: he has a badly- organized 
head; he is one of thofe half. informed men in 
politics and legiſlation, who are more dangerous 
than the completely ignorant. His literary 


knowledge, moreover, is not above mediocrity ; 
and he is a noveliſt without genius. Chenier 


is greedy of power, proud and enviovs to an ex- 


ceſs, which always denotes inferiority. Sce if 


Arnault, the author of Oſear, is jealous of Le- 


gouvẽ, or if Racine was envious of Boileau. 
Chenier is alſo, in legiſlation, one of thoſe half. 


enlightened men, who are the greateſt ſcourges 
of a ſtate, becauſe they have not ſufficient light 
to ſee clearly, and have too much to be without 
pretenſions. Tallien, no leſs conſumed with am- 
bition, dreads the reproach of the maſſacres of 
September. Theſe are the men who now, as 
at the time of the decrees of the 5th and 13th 


F NO | 
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Fructidor, pretend that they are the only repub- 
hcans. They are the men who propagated the 
calumny againſt the new third of the legiſlative 
body; they tell you that only royaliſts were 
named in Germinal ; that the new elections muſt 
be enlightened, for they dare not fay influenced. 
They are become real alarmiſts, becauſe they 
are alarmed for themſelves. Let us return to 
the general ſurvey of our revolution, The 
reader has followed us in the narration of the 
ever-memorable facts of four terrible campaigns 
which we have had to ſupport without; the tri- 
coloured. flag has even floated on the Adriatic; 
our armies have ſeveral times paſſed the Rhine, 
a fingle paſſage of which was ſo much cele- 
brated by the ſycophants of Louis XIV. We 
have made the moſt. brilliant excurſions; we 
have conquered Holland; ſeveral new depart- 
ments have aggrandized France, It appears 
that the Emperor will be obliged to ſue for 
peace, and England to renounce her ſupremacy 
in America, her excluſive commerce with the 
Indies, and her deſpotiſm on the ſeas, Perhaps 
it would have been better not to have united fo 
many countries to France: perhaps the faction 
of the exaggerates and of the ambitious has 
produced the faction who are partizans of the 
boundaries 
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boundaries of the Rhine *. It is clear that this 


party is ſtil] predominant, ſince Santhonax is 
kept in the colonies, where the word liberty is 
become ſynonymous with the word deſtruction. 
The colonies bring to our minds ſorrowful re- 
flections, and the picture of the revolution ſo 
varied in other reſpects, alas! preſerves always 


the ſad monotony of crime and misfortune. 


The reader is under the neceſſity of continually 
embarking on this ſea of blood, on this ocean 


of enormities, of folly, of infamy and cala- 


mities, which we have been obliged to croſs... 
He will not forget that the magic words, the: 


power of the people, the ſovereignty of the 
people, equality and liberty, have as yet pro- 
duced neither happineſs nor liberty. The free- 
dom of the preſs, that ſalutary freedom, has as 
yet been well maintained by the tribunals alone: 


the jury of the criminal tribunal of the depart- 
ment of the Seine has given an eminent ex- 


ample in acquitting on the ſame day, Lebois a 
Journaliſt whoſe anarchical paper we are far from 
approving, and another journaliſt accuſed of 
royaliſmf. Let us never forget that the liberty 


»» This ambitious project conſiſts in fixing the courſe of 
the Rhine from Baſle - to the 5 as _ boundary of the 
French empire. 
+ This tribunal was ſl compoſed : Gohier, the pre- 
fident, is a true 1 mild, honeſt, and emightened. 


of 
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of the preſs carries along with it a counter- 
poiſon, and that à ſilent tyranny is preparing, 
| whenever any attack is made on the freedom of 
writing. The Athenians were better acquainted 
| with liberty than we are; they erected an altar 
to calumny; not that they loved or eſteemed 
calumny, but they knew that it was better to 
_ tolerate ir, than to put a ſtop to every thing 
that might throw light on the conduct of the 
magiſtrate. They were repreſented on the 


Theatre; Socrates. was brought on the ſtage by 


Atiſtophanes. Among us, ſhall a Chenier treat 
authors as vilifiers of him and the national re- 
_ preſentation! The true vilifiers of themſelves, 
and of the body of which they are members, 
are thoſe who paſs bad laws. N othing can 
. that vile which is not ſo in itfelf, 


We have not forgotten to mb according 
to our feeble notions, the beſt means of eſta- 
bliſhing our conſtitution on a better foundation, 


when it ſhall be conan 


| Thoſe who vil take a general ſurvey of the 
whole of our revolution, vill conſider above all 
hew crime engenders and perpetuates crime. 
The guilty have no hope of abſolution, but by 
means of freſh offences. It will be remarked, 
| that 
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that the maſſacres of. September, which took 
place in order to procure the election of Robe- 
ſpierre, Marat, and Danton, and other furies of 
the ſame ſtamp in the deputation of Paris, 
were the firſt links in that immeaſurable chain 
of crimes under which we ſo long groaned: the 
ſum of our miſeries was the produce of thoſe 
choices, and they were-the ſad reſult of thoſe 
murders. We owe to that nomination princi- 
pally, the proſcriptions, the requiſitions, the 
maximum, the arbitrary taxes, the deſtruction 
of Lyons, the ſiege of Toulon, and the maf- 
facres of the South and La Vendee, We 
never, however, abounded more than then, in 
pompous maxims, Juſtice and probity were 

the order of the day, at leaſt in words: Robe: 
ſpierre violated every principle and every da, 
while he was inceffantly ſaying, Let #he univerſe 
periſh rather than one principle be ' violated: 
Thefe wretches deſtroyed the morals of the 
people, vandalized France, and did ſo much 
miſchief that many perſons ſtill look 'on the 
return to good order as problematical, or rather 
impoſſible: they are the agents of thoſe who 
were elected after the maſſacres of September; 
who are continually agitating the public, in 
order to inſure themſelves impunity. A man 
who did not obſerve that the republican govern- 
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ment was not eſtabliſhed, that the great tyranny; 
for perhaps there ſſtill exiſts too much, did not 
ceaſe. till the commencement of the exiſting 
legiſlative body, ſaid to mè with a groan, 
« They ſay that Switzerland and Engliſh Ame- 
4c rica are happy under republican govern- 
« ments; why are not we?” I could not make 
a number of obſervations to him, which he 
would not have underſtood ; 1 contented myſelf 
with faying, that the conſtituent aſſembly had 
| overturned too much, and had undertaken too 
much at once; that it had committed the moſt 
ſerious errors, and that the convention was ſtill 
more impetuous; that we had had no govern: 
ment till the legiſlative body met, and that the 
conduct of the new governors and of thoſe, who 
would ſucceed them, would decide the queſtion 
whether this. form of government were equally 
adapted to all nations *, whatever might be the 
Haſis of their character. It reſults from this 
45 eb that even the . for this man 


* There is no queſtion of it; governments es at 
their pleaſure, the character of a nation. The queſtion 
reduces itſelf to the inquiry, whether it will anſwer in a ſtate 
which the conſtituent aſſembly, by demoliſhing too much, 
and afterwards the proconſuls, have peopled with malcon- 
tents? This miracle can only be effected by good laws and 
the extreme wiſdom of the governors, They ſhould never 
forget this maxim: That every government which proteas 


3s good; and every government which deſtroys is bad. 
Was 
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was ſo, would. cheriſh: the republic, if a good 
government would induce thifih. This end will 
be anſwered, not by terror but by good laws. 
| Royaliſm has few reſources : the anarchiſts are 
more powerful and more audacious : the ſame 
defire to injure the preſs, the ſame thirſt” of 
blood conſumes: them: but all the citizens are 
ready to riſe againſt them. The prieſts... ..- 
protect them all, without diſtinction between 


thoſe who have and thoſe who have not taken the 


oath, and they will ceaſe to be dangerous; it is 
perſecution which procures them partizans. Be 


juſt, if you wiſh to be great: be juſt, if you wiſh 


to be happy. When we ſay juſt, we mean juſt 
to all, even to..thoſe whom you believe to be, 
or who really are your enemies. Theſe are the 
true principles of government: the excluſives 
excite apprehenſions with re ſpect to tife.eleQions 
of Germinal : no longer, undoubtedly, will men 
be elected who are covered with the leproſy. of 
crimes for which it was neceſſary to invent new 


names, and who would wiſh again to take up 


arms and to bring on a new revolution; they 
will no longer chuſe the half- inſtructed, ignorant 
babblers, men of gothing, apoſtles of the 


agrarian law and of a civil war. It will be 


recollected that the reign of orators, of thoſe 
W woithippers of the people, is 'the 
: worſt 


S 
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work of all, as we have proved in this work by 
inconteſtable fact it has been the orators, of 
whom the greater part have neither the know⸗ 
ledge nor the virtue of Cicero, who have lifted 
the ſword of anarchy in all republics, who have 
deen the friends of equality, i in the ſame manner 
as Procruſtes, who willed that his gueſts ſhould 
not be longer than his beds, and who would 
have guillotined Socrates and Cicero, the one 
for having ſaid that democracy is the reign 
of the wicked over the good; and the other, 
for aſſerting that the temerity and licentiouſneſs 
of the popular aſſemblies had ruined the Gre · 
Tian republic. Men of property, of honeſty 
and good ſenſe will be elected, who will know 
all the danger of fundamental innovations, and 
that the beſt is often the enemy of the good, and 
that that which is ſublime in theory is often 
very fatal in practice. We are tired of revolu- 
tions; and have not forgotten how much gold, 
blood, and tears, they have coſt. Did we not 
believe that the revolution was concluded on. the 
-34th of Sept. 1791, by a perfidious acceptance? 
Had we not the fame hope when the throne was 
overturned? Was it not imagined that every 
thing was finiſhed on the 31ſt of May 1793, 
when ſome flattered themſelves. that virtue was 


| for ever. condemned t to be ſilent ? Did not. the 
revolu- 


+ 
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- revolutionary government alſo appear to be a 
We we not had new 
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mean of terminating it? Ha 
re · actions ſince the gth Thermidor? 


But, ſay the excluſives, the emigrants return in 
erowds, and the tribunals acquit them. I know 
there are judges who think it good policy to ſhut 
their eyes upon their return, reſolved to puniſh 
them if they diſturb the country ; they think that 
thoſe who emigrated after the 31ſt of May can- 
not be blamed, nor thoſe whom the peaſants 
_ compelled to ſeek elſewhere for ſafety, We wiſh 
not to ſay much on this ſubje& z but the follow- 
ing calculation may renew every one's courage. 


Suppoſing that in Germinal a fourth or a moiety 


ſhovld be elected from among the royaliſts, will 
there not ſtill remain the other half of the third to 
counterbalance them? Will there not remain 
the two-thirds of the legiſlative body, of which 
a great majority are more ſincerely attached to 
the republic, than thoſe who pretend to be the 
only patriots? We muſt, therefore, believe, that 


the revolution, in ſpite of the anarchiſts, will re- 


ſemble thoſe violent and terrible claps of thunder, 
which, after having beeri for a conſiderable time 
prolonged, after having borne with them devaſta- 
tion and death, finiſh with purifying the atmo- 

vol. 11. . H ſphere, 


wy 
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ſphere, Re bring} if g back ſerene e We 
believe that the ſame thing will happen to us as 
happened in England. The patliaments, ſince ſo 
jealous of their liberty, were under Henry VIII. 
the inſtruments of his ferocity. Nothing was 
ſeen but ſcaffolds, gibbets, and funeral piles. 
Such were the paths over which the Engliſh 
trod to arrive at the times ' when Locke dived 


into the human underſtanding, Newton deve- 


loped the laws of nature, and that people had the 
wiſdom, which we have not yet had, to eſtabliſh 
the equilibrium of the three powers. Aſter the 
Janguinary reign of Henry VIII., the Duke of 
Somerſet, Protector of England, cut off the head 
of Seymour the high admiral, his own brother; 
he ſoon loſt his own life on the ſcaffold by order 


of the Duke of Northumberland, who himſelf 


ſuffered the ſame puniſhment, The Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury burned the ſectaries, and was 


| burned himſelf in his turn. Queen Mary exe- 


cuted Jane Grey and all her family; and Queen 
Mary of Scotland loſt her head on the ſcaffold. 


This part of the hiſtory of England is fit to be 


written by the hangman. Cromwell, with an 
impudence and hypocriſy, and particularly with a 
cant, perhaps, ſtill more abſurd and diſguſting 
than that of nns and the Jacobins, who 

11 wiſhed 
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wiſhed to ſans· culottiſe France * ; Cromwell, 


who, like Robeſpierre, from 8 became 


ambitious, arrived at the dictatorſhip, after 
having led his king to the ſcaffold. Who would 
not have preſaged, when he ſaw this long and 

dreadful confuſion in the ſtate, that that kingdom 
was near ruin? It was directly the contrary; or- 
der ſprung out of the boſom of anarchy; liberty, 
public and private ſafety, were nurſed in the lap 
of diſcord and calamity; the bounds of the hu- 
man mind were enlarged, and jits dominion ex- 
tended. If the hiſtory of our revolution has but 
too much reſembled that part of the hiſtory of 
our neighbours; if the enormities of our pro- 
conſuls have ſurpaſſed thoſe of the Engliſh ty- 
rants; let us, at leaſt, imitate the return of that 
nation to wiſdom, to internal peace, and to the 


arts. There is no longer, whatever may be ſaid, 


any remains of the Orleaniſt faction; but ſeveral 
of its former agents exiſt, and are united with the 


anarchiſts: that is the party over which terror 


Cromwell's courage would have made nothing more of 
him than a colonel or a major; his myſtic ſtyle and Prophetie 
follies raiſed him to the throne. 


- + Itis certain, that ar. firſt We was a fanatic for 


* and equality. | EN 82 
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deceſſdrs deſtroyed every thing, and might, if 
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ſhould hover. As to the malcontents, their 
numbers will dirnifiiſh with the increaſe of order 
and wiſdom *, Let the government daily gain 
the confidence of the people, and it will have a 
thouſand arths at its ſervice ; it will poſſeſs that 
irreſiſtible and coloſſal power with which its = 


they had choſen, have renewed every thing; with 
wich it may do every thing, and without it no- 
thing ; without it every effort will be paralyſed. 
The taſk of che legiſlative body und of the go- 


vernment is immenſe, but a harveſt of glory and 
of benedictions will be reaped by them. They 


have to gain over to the republic thoſe whom 
tyranny, injuſtice, and oppreſſion, have alienated 
from it; they have to manifeſt that our conſtitu- 
tion is not a philoſophic ſpeculation, the advan= 


tages'of which will vaniſh in practice; they have 


to prove the. poſſibility of the auguſt alliance of 


merels and politics; they have to convince; us 


that che principles of liberty, equality, and quſtice, 
are not vain words and fruitleſs paradoxes, and 


chat, if che inauguration of the conſtitution took 


place in che midſt of thunder and lightning, this 


r be fe arts again begin 16 flouriſh, -Frangois Neuf- 
chateau has juſt deſcribed the hills of the Vorges, in verſe, 


f Haller, a Et 
ies * 
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Ariking and majeſtic coloſſus is at TIE ſer ups ⸗ | 


right, and is not a phantom ; they have to repair 
the. miſchief done by thoſe monſters. whoſe 
names, whoſe reign, and whoſe crimes, we 
ſhould wiſh for ever to bury in oblivios ; they 
have to remedy the errors and crimes of three 
aſſemblies, and to blot out of remembrance 
ſeven years, ſeven ages of calamity, 


We cannot reſolve to conclude this hiſtory, 
without once more attacking a prejudice,- which 
appears, at this moment, to be the greateſt ob- 
ſtacle to peace. It is ſaid that, to make it 
durable, the Rhine ſhould be made our bound- 
ary and ' rampart: it is preciſely the con- 
trary ; the aggrandiſements of a nation make 
the ſpirit of rivalry and hatred fiercer. A con- 
queſt is an unperiſhable germ of wars and divi- 
ſions. Do you wiſh for a rampart more ſolid 

-than the Rhine? Obſerve the maxim, fo beau- 
tiful, and, at the ſame time, ſo politic, of the 
conſtituent body, when it declared that Ft rance 
for ever renounced all idea of conqueſt. But 
what will indemnify us? Peace, happineſs, and 
alliance and commerce with neighbouring na- 
tions ; they will begin by eſteeming us, and will 


finiſh with loving us. Governors, never forget 


7 HH 3 | that 
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that love is a ſtronger rampart than terror, both 


within and without; let not the ſaying of the 


Roman general eſcape you; © A few more ſuch 
* victories as thoſe which J have gained, and 1 


te ſhall be as much exhauſted as the vanquiſhed.” 


The ruinous ſucceſſes of war cauſed all the re- 


verſes of Louis XIV. Theſe reflections are 


addreſſed to foreign powers as well as to our 
Eireczors, a 


Nulla bs bello, fed pacem r omnes. 


The Muſes in tears alſo dm peace. Bene- 
zech, the miniſter of the arts, and Guinguene, 
director of the public inſtruction, are filled with 
zeal for that object. The happy choice which 
has been made of theſe two ſupports of ſcience, 
will be ſuperfluous without a peace, 


As to myſelf, ſeduced, from my infancy, like 
ſo many others, by the perfidious narrations and 
the lying declamations of the orators and hiſto- 
rians of Athens and Rome, whoſe deſtiny ſeems 
to have been to injure future ages, but enlight- 
ened ſince by the experience of our long misfor- 


80 There is no ſafety in war; but we all demand peace. | 


tunes, 


"a - | 
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| tunes, I owe, perhaps, to that double ſchool 
the impartiality which, I hope, is to be found 
in this work. I am, at leaft, ſo ſure of nog 
having belied my conſcience, and of not either 
going beyond or falling ſhort of the truth, that 
1 could have intitled this publication, My pre- 
feſſion of faith, my political tæſtament. 


THE END, 


